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By Bob Arnold

Development	 of	 six	 single-family	
owner-occupied	homes	on	a	1-½	acre	
50,000	 square-foot	 property	 at	 the	
corner	of	Short	Street	and	East	Rail-
road	Avenue	has	the	green	light.
Wesson’s	 Board	 of	 Aldermen	 ap-

proved	 a	 variance	 at	 its	 December	
meeting	that	allows	Huntington	Lum-
ber	 &	 Supply	 Company	 (HLSC)	 in	
Hazlehurst	 to	 proceed	 with	 the	 local	
project	that	will	feature	“Katrina-type	
cottage	 conventional	 homes”	 rang-
ing	from	1-bedroom/1-bath	to	3-bed-
room/2-bath,	 according	 to	 HLSC’s	
David	Huntington.
HLSC,	a	retailer,	general	contractor,	

and	developer,	plans	to	break	ground	
for	 two	 speculative	 housing	 units	
this	month	and	offer	them	for	sale	in	
March	 or	 April	 after	 a	 three-month	
construction	 period.	 The	 Hazlehurst	
company	 will	 work	 with	 subsequent	
buyers	to	create	customized	homes	in	
the	new	subdivision.
Huntington	 says	 the	 Old	 Colonial-

Housing development gets green light
style	 homes	 will	 have	 cement	 board	
virtually	 maintenance-free	 exteriors	
with	front	porches,	paved	driveways,	
privacy	fencing,	and	black	or	weath-
ered wood roofing. Built to “90 per 
cent	 green	 energy	 standards,”	 the	

homes	 will	 sit	 on	 lots	 sized	 from	
5,000	 to	 8,500	 square	 feet	 with	 60-
foot	frontages.
Priced	at	 around	$100,000,	or	$100	

per	 square	 foot,	 these	 affordable	

homes	 will	 appeal	 to	 persons	 who	
could otherwise find it difficult to ob-
tain	mortgages	for	pricier	alternatives	
–	 older	 persons,	 young	 couples,	 and	

Special to Wesson News

New subdivision will feature Katrina-type cottage conventional homes ranging from 1-bed-
room/1-bath to 3-bedroom/2-bath.
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David Huntington looks over the lumberyard 
at the current Huntington Lumber & Supply 
Company location in Hazlehurst. His grand-
father, T.A. Huntington, started the company 
in Crystal Springs in the late 1920s.
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“Don’t	slap	a	modern	landscape	on	the	
grounds	of	the	Wesson	Old	School,	but	
rather look to the late 19th 
Century	 and	 early	 20th	
Century	 for	 inspiration,”	
garden	 designer	 Susan	
Haltom	advises.
Haltom,	 who	 managed	

restoration	 of	 the	 famed	
garden	cultivated	by	Mis-
sissippi	 writer	 Eudora	
Welty	and	chronicled	the	
project	 in	 One Writer’s 
Garden: Eudora Welty’s 
Home Place, spoke	 to	 a	
community	meeting	called	by	the	Wes-

Expert advises on Old School landscaping 
son	Garden	Club	to	think	
about	 landscaping	around	
the	 former	 school,	 built	
in the late 19th Century, 

which	 has	 been	
turned	 into	 a	 com-
munity	center.
As	part	of	its	town	

beautification agen-
da,	the	Wesson	Gar-
den	 Club	 accepted	
an	 invitation	 from	
the	 Wesson	 Board	
of	 Aldermen	 to	
plan	 the	 landscap-
ing	 around	 the	 fa-
cility	 and	 has	 been	

researching late 19th 
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Susan Haltom

Photo by Wesson News

Tending garden suggested as project by Wesson Chamber 
of Commerce are (l to r) Wesson Garden Club’s Jan Hutson, 
Sheila Stewart, and Kate Hampton.

Century	landscapes	towards	developing	
a	 plan	 that	 recalls	 the	 times	 when	 the	
structure	was	built.
“Convenience,	 simplicity	 of	 planting	

scheme,	 and	 orderliness	 were	 valued	
when	the	Old	School	was	built,”	Haltom	
said.	In	harmony	with	those	principles,	
she	 suggested	 members	 of	 the	 com-
munity	just	get	to	work	on	the	project,	
noting	 that,	 in	 her	 opinion,	 “develop-
ing	landscaping	plans	is	a	waste	of	time	
and money.” Set out flags around the 
grounds for trees, shrubs, and flowers 
used on late 19th Century landscapes 
which	“you	can	share	from	your	existing	
gardens	around	town,”	she	counseled.
Focus	on	the	early	period	of	the	school’s	

cont. on page 12
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Two	 budget	 proposals	 –	 one	 from	
Governor	 Phil	 Bryant	 and	 one	 from	
the	 Mississippi	 Joint	 Leg-
islative	 Budget	 Committee	
(JLBC)	–	are	awaiting	state	
legislators	in	2014.
Governor	 Phil	 Bryant	 is	

recommending	 a	 $6.1	 bil-
lion state budget for the fis-
cal	year	beginning	next	July,	
including	 $4.5	 million	 for	
hospitals	 that	 Medicaid	 di-
rector	 David	 Dzielak	 says	
“should	come	close	to	mak-
ing	 the	 hospitals	 whole.”	
The	 new	 money	 seeks	 to	
cover	funding	that	the	federal	Afford-
able	 Care	 Act	 cut	 in	 anticipation	 of	
Medicaid	expansion,	which	the	Gov-
ernor says he firmly opposes. 
The	 Governor’s	 budget	 also	 calls	

for:
•	 $70	 million	 for	 improving	 state	

buildings
•	 Increased	 spending	 on	 higher	 edu-

cation	and	level	spending	on	K-12
The	Governor	said	his	budget	spends	

state	money	wisely	and	saves	for	the	
future	with	a	focus	on	essential	servic-
es.	He	emphasized	the	$70	million	set	
aside	for	state	building	improvement,	

which	will	not	be	borrowed	
for	 maintenance	 and	 thus	
save	 $256	 million	 in	 debt	
service costs over its five-
year	 implementation.	 His	
proposed	 higher	 education	
spending	 increase	 includes	
$108	million	for	a	rainy	day	
fund.
The	 14-member	 JLBC	 is	

recommending	a	$5.8	dollar	
budget	 similar	 to	 Bryant’s,	
but	 with	 some	 key	 differ-
ences.	It	calls	for	less	than	a	

.6	per	cent	 increase	 from	 the	current	
budget	 and	 would	 zero	 out	 one-time	
money	 for	 recurring	 expenses,	 set	
aside	 cash	 for	 state	 building	 repair,	
and eliminate nearly 2,300 unfilled 
state	 jobs.	 Lieutenant	 Governor	 Tate	
Reeves	said	the	proposed	budget	also	
allots	almost	$550	million	for	reserves	
that “could fund deficits if necessary,” 
“fill up our rainy-day fund,” or just be 
set	aside	as	savings.	

Two budget proposals await attention of state legislators

Special to Wesson News

Governor Phil Bryant

Like	the	Governor,	the	JLBC	recom-
mends	 level	 funding	 for	 the	 Missis-
sippi	 Adequate	 Education	 Program,	
leaving	 the	 formula	 for	K-12	 educa-
tion	 more	 than	 $300	 million	 dollars	
under-funded.	It	is	recommending	an	
increase	 for	 Mississippi	 university	
and	community	colleges,	however.
The	 JLBC	 budget,	 like	 the	 Gover-

nor’s,	also	puts	additional	money	into	
health	 care	 spending	 to	 account	 for	
not	 expanding	 Medicaid.	 In	 contrast	
to	 the	 Governor’s	 $4.5	 million	 for	
hospitals,	the	committee	suggests	$30	
million	in	additional	funding	for	a	va-
riety	 of	 state	 agencies	 that	 deal	 with	
health	care.
Both	 budgets	 are	 already	 drawing	

fire from critics.
Nancy	 Loome	 with	 The	 Parents	

Campaign	says	another	year	of	failing	
to	 fund	 the	 formula	 for	K-12	 educa-
tion	is	showing	that	promises	of	both	
Democrats	and	Republicans	are	emp-
ty.	 “Until	 they	 decide	 to	 make	 good	
on	promises,	we	will	believe	it	when	
we	see	it,”	she	said.
House	minority	leader	Bobby	Moak	

of	Bouge	Chitto	called	the	Governor’s	

new hospital funding “fine” in so far 
as	Mississippi	needs	rural	health	care,	
but	 “a	 band-aid	 compared	 to	 what	
Medicaid	expansion	would	bring.	You	
can’t	get	away	from	 the	 fact	 that	we	
are	going	to	lose	$3	million	a	day	by	
not	 accepting	 funds	 from	 the	 federal	
government	to	expand	Medicaid.”	
Senator	 Willie	 Simmons	 of	 Cleve-

land,	 one	 of	 three	 Democrats	 on	 the	
JLBC	 who	 supports	 the	 committee’s	
budget	 recommendation,	 also	 ques-
tioned	 the	 wisdom	 of	 continuing	 to	
reject	Medicaid	expansion.
“It	may	be	that	it	is	best	for	us	to	ex-

pand	the	program,	serve	the	additional	
300,000	citizens,	and	pay	the	addition-
al	money	while	getting	some	services	
from	it,”	he	said.	“Right	now,	we	will	
be	investing	money	to	maintain	those	
hospitals, but we are not benefiting 
from	the	other	aspects	of	the	Afford-
able	Health	Care	Program.”	
Moak	 said	 he	 does	 not	 oppose	 the	

Governor’s	 budget	 in	 its	 entirety,	
pointing	 to	 initiatives	 to	 increase	
spending	 on	 drug	 courts	 and	 a	 new	
trooper	school,	which	Democrats	can	
get	behind.	
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Wesson Police Chief Chad O’Quinn re-
ceived special FBI training in a week-long 
continuing education program at the Missis-
sippi Law Enforcement Command College. 
The training covered supervisory subjects, 
laws and court cases, and media relations. 

Police chief 
is FBI-trainedSpecial to Wesson News

Wesson	residents	and	town	business	
and	civic	leaders	will	learn	what	
they	can	do	to	help	prevent	wild-
land fires and protect their prop-
erty	from	damage	or	destruction	
by	 them	 as	 members	 of	 a	 com-
munity	at	the	wildland/urban	in-
terface	 in	 a	 special	 presentation	
next	month.	
The	 Mississippi	 Forestry	 and	

Mississippi	 Association	 of	 Re-
source	 Conservation	 Develop-
ment	 Council	 will	 conduct	 the	
half-day	 event	 –	 How	 to	 Have	
a	 Firewise	 Home	 --	 hosted	 by	
the	 Wesson	 Garden	 Club	 at	 the	
new	 Wesson	 community	 center	
(formerly	the	Old	Wesson	School)	on	
Tuesday,	February	25.	 It	 is	 part	 of	 a	
new	Mississippi	Forestry	Commission	
initiative to encourage fire-safe plan-
ning	 and	 development	 in	 the	 fringe	

areas	where	wildlands	meet	the	urban	
setting	and	homes	are	frequently	dam-
aged or destroyed by wildland fire.

The	program	is	designed	for	citizens	
and	 business	 and	 community	 lead-
ers involved in planning, financing, 
building,	 sustaining,	 and	 protecting	
communities	 in	 the	 wildland/urban	

interface.	Participants	will	learn	about	
why	 homes	 burn,	 various	 wildland	
fuel	 reduction	 techniques,	 and	 how	

to assess potential fire damage to 
homes.	
Registered	 Foresters	 attending	

the	 event	 will	 be	 eligible	 for	 2	
CFE	Hours	 in	Category	 II.	Pro-
fessional	 logging	 managers	 will	
receive	2	CFE	hours	 in	Catego-
ry	 II	 and	 realtors	 will	 receive	 3	
hours	for	the	elective	Real	Estate	
Course	 (10181).	 Professional	
credits	 are	 not	 available	 for	
teachers	 and	 other	 professional	
disciplines.	
Registration will begin at 9:00 

a.m.	 and	 the	 program	 will	 run	
from 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Con-

tact Lisa Smith at 601-833-9628 for 
information.	 Although	 the	 event	 is	
free,	 registration	 is	 required.	 Lunch	
and	 workshop	 materials	 will	 be	 pro-
vided.	

Wildland fire prevention focus of event
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Editorial cartoonist and writer Mar-
shall Ramsey will be featured speaker 
at the Wesson Chamber of Commerce 
annual awards banquet 
this month.
The Chamber will also 

recognize its Business 
of the Year and Edu-
cator of the Year and 
present other awards 
for local achievements 
during 2013 at the 
event on Tuesday, Jan-
uary 28, at the Co-Lin 
Thames Center.
In speaking to groups, 

Ramsey draws on the 
same experiences and 
background that shaped 
his recent book, Fried 
Chicken & Wine — a 
collection of 71 short 
stories he has written 
which are illustrated 
by his drawings. Most of the stories in 
his book are set in Mississippi, although 
New York City, the Smokies, San Di-
ego, Washington, DC, and Atlanta are 
backdrops for them. In describing the 
book, he says:
“Some of the tales are funny. Some are 

moving. Others bring hope. All have 

Ramsey to speak at banquet
characters who find unique ways to un-
ravel the challenges of life. The stories 
are very personal — and yet they aren’t 
about me. Laughter, hope and redemp-
tion are ingredients that make up the 

seasoning of the liter-
ary gumbo.”
Several of the stories 

in his book feature 
Banjo, a deceased Bor-
der Terrier and long-
time companion-pet of 
Ramsey.
Ramsey grew up in 

Marietta, Georgia, and 
graduated from the 
University of Tennes-
see in 1991. He hosts 
the Marshall Ramsey 
Show on the SuperTalk 
Mississippi network 
and is a part-time car-
toonist for The Clari-
on Ledger. A Pulitzer 
Prize Finalist in 2002 
and 2006, his work has 

been featured on CNN and CSPAN and 
in USA Today, U.S. News and World 
Report, The Chicago Tribune, and The 
New York Times.
Ramsey is a melanoma survivor and 

has been honored by the Melanoma 
Research Foundation and the American 
Cancer Society.
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Howard Peters (far left) and his wife Betty were feted by fellow Wesson Lions Club 
members on the occasion of his 90th birthday just before their departure from their 
Brookhaven home last month for the Orchard, an assisted living facility in Ridgeland. 
Rick Crockett (far right) read a letter from the local group to Peters, lauding his long-
standing service to Lions Clubs in Mississippi. Peters started his involvement in Mis-
sissippi Lions as an organizing member of a group in Diamond Head, served in varied 
state-level offices of the organization over the years, and retired in 2013 as secretary 
of the Wesson club. Peters is recovering from a recent fall, and his wife’s health has 
deteriorated in recent years. Helping Peters celebrate his birthday and participating in 
the gala send-off to his new home in Ridgeland were (left to right between Peters and 
Crockett) Larry Williams, John Richards, Julia Arnold, and Wendy Beeson. 

Gala send-off held for Lion

Special to Wesson News
Marshall Ramsey
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By Bob Arnold

Fifty-seven	 Wesson	 children	 whose	
families are struggling with finances 
enjoyed	gifts	of	clothing	and	toys	this	
Christmas,	 thanks	 to	 the	 local	Angel	
Tree	 project	 organized	 by	 a	 unique	
new	 community	 service	 organiza-
tion	spearheaded	by	a	group	of	 local	
women.
For	 the	 second	 year	 in	 a	 row,	 the	

League	 of	 Extraordinary	 Women	
of	 Wesson	 (LEWW),	 an	 organiza-
tion	with	a	pretentious	name	that	has	
started	an	array	of	unpretentious	com-
munity	 service	 activities	 since	 Janu-
ary	2012,	took	on	the	task	of	bringing	
Christmas	 joy	 to	 children	 and	 youth	
(infants	 to	 teens	 up	 to	 16	 years	 old)	
in	the	Wesson	area	through	its	Angel	
Tree	 program.	 Last	 year,	 it	 brought	
gifts	 to	 32	 children	 of	 economically	
disadvantaged	families.
This	year’s	project	 started	 just	 after	

Thanksgiving,	when	teachers	and	the	
guidance	 counselor	 at	 Wesson	 At-
tendance Center identified families 
who	could	use	assistance	in	providing	
gifts	 for	 their	 children.	 Through	 the	
school,	the	League	asked	the	families	
who	wanted	gifts	for	their	children	to	
complete	 applications	 verifying	 their	
need.
“At	Trustmark	Bank	and	Pollywog’s	

restaurant	this	year,	our	volunteers	put	
up artificial Christmas Angel Trees 
decorated	 with	 construction	 paper	
crafted	 ornaments,	 each	 with	 a	 col-
or	 angel	 and	 a	 white	 angel,”	 reports	
League	president	Melissa	Brady.	“The	
color angel profiled a child -- age and 
size.	The	white	angel	provided	space	
for	donor	information.”	
Angel	Tree	donors	pulled	ornaments	

and	bought	gifts	guided	by	 the	color	
angels,	 including	 underwear,	 socks,	
shoes,	 a	 coat,	 one	 shirt,	 one	 pair	 of	
pants (or a complete outfit) and two 
to	 three	age-appropriate	 toys	all	nor-
mally	valued	between	$40	and	$80	for	
each	child.	Donors	returned	their	gifts	
to	 Trustmark	 and	 Pollywogs,	 where	
League	volunteers	picked	them	up	for	
distribution	 the	 week	 before	 Christ-
mas.	 LEWW	 inspected	 gifts	 before	
distributing	 them	 and	 added	 to	 them	
from	its	funds	as	required.

The	Angel	Tree	program	
is	one	of	three	League	of	
Extraordinary	 Women	 of	
Wesson	service	projects.	
“In	 a	 Valentine’s	 Day-

related	 February	 project,	
we	 conduct	 a	 ‘Love	 a	
Soldier’	campaign,”	Brady	
relates	“We	get	children	in	kindergar-
ten	through	sixth	grade	classes	at	the	
Wesson	 Attendance	 Center	 to	 write	
letters	 to	 military	 personnel	 express-
ing	appreciation	for	their	service,	es-
pecially	in	foreign	nations	where	they	
are	in	combat	or	face	dangers	of	war.	
The	 class	 writing	 the	 most	 letters	 is	
rewarded	with	a	pizza	party.	
“In	the	fall,	we	produce	a	fun	day	of	

learning	in	a	comfortable	atmosphere	
called	‘Just	Us	Girls’	for	at-risk	teen-
agers	in	grades	seven	through	twelve.	
Teachers	and	 the	guidance	counselor	
at	the	Wesson	Attendance	Center	rec-
ommend	participants.	On	the	Co-Lin	
campus,	 they	 listen	 to	 and	 talk	 with	
experts	 who	 help	 them	 build	 their	
self-esteem,	 think	 about	 substance	
abuse	and	sexual	issues,	learn	self-de-
fense	and	personal	safety	techniques,	
and	use	the	internet	and	social	media	
appropriately	and	effectively.	They	go	
home	 with	 a	 t-shirt	 and	 goody	 bags	
that	 reinforce	 their	 experience	 at	 the	
event.”	
Two	fundraisers	support	LEWW	ser-

vice	projects.
“For	 ‘Just	 Us	 Girls,’	 we	 generate	

funds	from	our	Easter	Bunny	Brunch,”	
Brady says. “It features finger food, an 
Easter	 egg	hunt,	 and	photography	of	
people	who	come	to	the	event.	People	
of	all	ages	attend,	paying	$8	per	child	
and	$5	per	adult.”
The	big	 fundraiser	 that	pays	 for	 the	

Angel	 Tree	 program	 is	 the	 League’s	
5K	Zombie	Race.	 “Last	year,	 partic-
ipants	 paid	 $25	 each	 to	 run	 the	 race	
on	 the	Co-Lin	 campus,”	Brady	 says.	
“It’s	a	hard,	but	fun	race.	Competing	
runners put on belts with flags draped 
from	them.	During	the	race,	volunteer	
zombies	chase	the	runners	and	try	to	
steal their flags. Obstacles on the race 
track	 that	 runners	 must	 crawl	 under,	
climb	over,	slide	down,	and	overcome	
slow	down	competitors.	In	fact,	 time	
isn’t	a	factor	in	this	unique	race.	The	
challenge	 is	 completing	 it.	 Everyone	
who	completes	the	race	gets	a	t-shirt	
and	a	medal.”
The	League	of	Extraordinary	Women	

of	Wesson	is	small,	but	wants	to	grow.	
“We’ll	even	 take	men	as	members	 if	

they	can	accept	the	name	of	the	
group,”	 says	 Brady.	 Besides	
Brady, there are currently five 

other	members:	Megan	Roberts	(vice	
president),	Tracy	Russum	(secretary),	
Kim	 Roberts	 (treasurer),	 Chelsea	
Whittington,	 and	 Dawn	 Harrington.	
The	 times	 and	 places	 of	 its	 monthly	
meetings	 are	posted	on	 its	Facebook	
page.	To	 join	 them,	contact	Brady	at	
601-695-7744. 
Why	did	the	League	come	together?	

“When	 I	 came	 home	 to	 Wesson	 af-
ter	 travels	 and	 working	 elsewhere,	 I	
wanted	something	to	do	and	serve	the	
community	 at	 the	 same	 time,”	 says	
Brady.	 “So	 I	 posted	 my	 idea	 for	 an	
organization	 on	 Facebook.	And	 here	
we	are.”	
And	 how	 about	 the	 pretentious	

name?	 “My	 brother-in-law	 suggest-
ed	it,”	says	Brady.	“I	believe	he	was	
thinking	 about	 the	 League	 of	 Ex-
traordinary	Gentlemen.	We	aren’t	the	
defenders	 of	 the	 empire	 against	 Fu	
Manchu	 or	 Martians,	 of	 course.	 But	
perhaps	 we’re	 servants	 of	 the	 com-
munity	 in	 the	 spirit	 of	 those	 comic	
book	heroes.	We	would	like	to	think	
so	at	least.”	

New women’s service group brings Christmas cheer
Donors pull ornaments off tree (left) which provide information on children who need their gifts of 
clothing and toys. 

Tracy Rassum (center) with a gift which will bring joy to a child through the League of Extraordinary 
Women of Wesson Angel Tree project. Children whose families needed help to provide them gifts 
during the Christmas season received both toys and clothes through Angel Tree.

Chelsea Whittington (below, on left) and Megan Roberts of the League of Extraordinary Women of 
Wesson sort Angel Tree 
donor gifts for children 
whose families are eco-
nomically-disadvantaged.

All photos special to Wesson News
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David Huntington (left) and Huntington Lumber & Supply Company’s Jim Crawford discuss 
home designs for subdivision.

Housing development gets green light
cont. from front page

parents	 who	 want	 to	 create	 housing	
for	students,	Huntington	believes.	As	
Huntington	sees	it,	there	is	“a	serious	
lack”	of	affordable	housing	in	Wesson	
—	particularly	for	prospective	buyers	
attracted	to	the	community	by	its	pub-
lic	 school	 system,	 which	 “drives	 the	
market.”	
As	part	of	their	deeds,	property	own-

ers	 in	 the	 new	 development	 will	 be	
subject	to	limitations	and	prohibitions	
related	 to	 their	 land,	 home,	 and	 any	
out-buildings	 by	 a	 set	 of	 restrictive	
covenants.	Wesson	Alderman	plan	to	
adopt	them	as	an	overlay	to	the	town’s	
housing	ordinance	so	they	can	be	eas-
ily	enforced.
HLSC	has	developed	some	20	rural	

and	municipal	subdivisions	and	scat-
tered	 lots	 throughout	 the	Hazlehurst,	
Crystal	 Springs,	 and	 Georgetown	
areas	 over	 the	 past	 10	 to	 15	 years,	
specializing	 in	 affordable	 housing	
that	can	qualify	 for	USDA	(formerly	
Farmers	Home	Administration)	mort-
gages. The new local project is its first 
Wesson	development	with	more	than	
two	lots.
“Over	 the	 years,	 Wesson	 has	 been	

served	well	by	 local	developers	who	
have	retired	in	recent	years,”	Hunting-
ton	 notes.	 “We’ve	 provided	 lumber	
and	 building	 supplies	 and	 construc-
tion	 services	 for	 their	 developments,	
but	this	is	our	initial	venture	as	a	de-
veloper	of	 a	 subdivision	 in	 the	com-
munity.”	HLSC	has	been	the	primary	
builder	 for	 Wesson’s	 Wolf	 Hollow	
subdivision,	 which	 was	 developed	
by	 Richard	 Furr	 and	 Jeff	 Knight,	 he	
points	out.
As	 a	 general	 contractor	 engaged	 in	

single	family	residential	and	light	gen-
eral	commercial	construction,	HLSC’s	
work	 has	 encompassed	 churches,	
banks,	 public	 buildings,	 and	 schools,	
as	 well	 as	 homes.	 Huntington	 points	
with	pride	to	the	historical	renovation	
of	Copiah	County	Courthouse	as	a	ma-
jor	accomplishment	of	his	company.	

Huntington’s	 grandfather,	 known	
as	 “T.A.,”	 started	 HLSC	 as	 a	 lum-
beryard	in	Crystal	Springs	in	the	late	
1920s and gradually expanded, open-
ing	branches	 in	Hazlehurst,	Natchez,	
and	 Vicksburg	 to	 meet	 soaring	 de-
mand	during	World	War	II.	His	wife,	
the	former	Frances	A.	Hamilton,	was	
from	Wesson.
With	increasing	competition	follow-

ing	 the	 war	 years,	 HLSC	 has	 scaled	
back. In 1962, it settled in Hazlehurst 
and	moved	 to	 its	present	 location	on	
West	 Whitworth	 Street	 off	 Highway	
51 in 1971. Huntington, who joined 
the company in 1977, and his brother 
John, who came on board in 1988, 
took	 the	business	over	from	their	 fa-
ther	 –	 “T.A,	 Jr.”	 —	 during	 the	 past	
decade.
Real	 estate	 development	 is	 largely	

a	sideline	for	HLSC,	which	has	been	
one	 of	 3,800	 independently-owned	
member	stores	in	the	Do	it	Best	Cor-
poration	national	network	since	2007.	
“Our	primary	business	 is	 in	 retailing	
some	 67,000	 products	 —	 automo-
tive,	 lumber	 and	 building	 materials,	
doors	 and	 windows,	 electrical,	 farm	
and	 ranch,	 heating	 and	 cooling,	
housewares,	 holiday,	 lawn	 and	 gar-
den, outdoor recreation, office, paint, 
plumbing,	and	pet	supplies,”	Hunting-
ton	relates.	
In 2009, HLSC expanded from a 

2,700	square	foot	retail	showroom	to	
a	15,000	square	foot	space	on	its	Ha-
zlehurst	property.	Today,	the	company	
has 19 full- and part-time employees 
in	 its	 lumberyard	 and	 retail	 facility,	
with	25	to	30	total,	including	its	con-
tracting	activities.



� January 14, �014Wesson News

By Bob Arnold

Twenty-five years ago, David Parks 
ran	 a	 string	 of	 outdoor	 Christmas	
lights	along	 the	 front	of	his	house	at	
Port	Gibson.	This	year,	he	ran	a	syn-
chronized	light	show	along	nearly	an	
eighth	of	a	mile	stretch	of	road	wind-
ing	 past	 his	 house,	 utility	 buildings,	
yard, and fields on a 43-acre prop-

erty	 in	 southwestern	 Copiah	 County	
near	 the	 Claiborne	 County	 border	
25	 miles	 from	 Wesson,	 Hazlehurst,	
Brookhaven,	 and	 Port	 Gibson.	 Parks	
calls	it	Santa’s	Runway.	It	is	an	inspi-
ration	for	Christmas	outdoor	lighting	
hobbyists	throughout	the	area	and	an	
attraction	for	many	others	who	appre-
ciate	Parks’s	art.	
	“The	youngins	liked	the	

outdoor	 lights	 25	 years	
ago,”	Parks	explains	sim-
ply.	 And	 then	 there	 was	
some	 friendly	 competi-
tion	 from	 a	 friend	 who	
tried	 year	 after	 year	 to	
outdo	him	with	light	dis-
plays.	
For	 over	 a	 quarter	 cen-

tury,	Santa’s	Runway	has	
evolved	and	continues	to	
grow.	 Despite	 its	 isola-
tion	 in	 the	 Mississippi	
countryside,	 more	 than	
100	 carloads	 of	 holiday	
season	 visitors	 come	 to	
Santa’s	 Runway	 to	 mar-
vel at the array of multi-colored flash-
ing	 and	 static	 lights	 and	 scenes	 of	
Santa	 and	 his	 elves	 and	 the	 nativity	
along	Parks’	driveway.	As	they	drive	

String of lights grows into elaborate Christmas display
by	 the	 lights	 and	 scenes,	 they	 tune	
their	 car	 radios	 to	 a	 low-power	 FM	
station	Parks	maintains	to	accompany	
the	display	with	Christmas	music.
At	the	beginning	of	October,	with	the	

help	of	his	wife	Kelly,	Parks	—	a	full-
time	an	outage	scheduler	at	Entergy’s	
Grand	Gulf	Nuclear	Station	—	starts	
unpacking	 the	 elements	 of	 Santa’s	
Runway,	 stored	 neatly	 in	 a	 28-foot	

x	 18-foot	 x	 8-foot	
space.	 They	 work	
through	 November	
to	 set	 the	 display.	
This	 year,	 they	 put	
up	 55,000	 station-
ary	 lights	 and	 in-
stalled	256	channels	
(electrical	 circuits)	
to control flashing 
lights,	which	are	an	
expanding	 compo-
nent	of	his	display.
	 “Whether	 we	

have	 everything	up	
or	 not,	 we	 stop	 on	

December	 1	 and	 turn	 on	 the	 lights,”	
Parks	relates.	“They’re	on	from	5	p.m.	
to	10	p.m.	seven	days	a	week	through	
the	 Saturday	 after	 Christmas.	 Then	
everything	 comes	 down	 until	 next	
year.”
The	elaborate	display	is	surprisingly	

simple	 and	 inexpensive	 to	 operate.	

The	 Parks	 design	 their	 display	 and	
create	the	musical	accompaniment	for	
it	on	two	computers	in	their	home	of-
fice. Another small computer, which 

runs	on	Windows	XP	with	a	 two	gi-
gabyte	memory	and	12	gigabyte	hard	
drive,	 monitors	 and	 controls	 Santa’s	
Runway.	During	 the	month-long	dis-
play,	 the	 Parks	 electric	 bill	 only	 in-
creases	by	$200.	 In	 recent	years,	 the	
Parks	 have	 enhanced	 energy	 savings	
by	 switching	 from	 incandescent	 to	
LED	lights.	
When	the	Parks	aren’t	setting	up	or	

operating	 Santa’s	 Runway,	 they’re	
looking	for	way	to	make	
next	year’s	display	more	
interesting.
“You	 don’t	 have	 to	 be	

an	 electrical	 engineer	 to	
do	it,	either,”	says	Parks.	
He	and	Kelly	have	found	
plenty	of	help	on	creating	
and	building	systems	via	
the	 internet	 and	 the	 “old	
fashioned	 way”	 through	
books.	 From	 an	 array	 of	
vendors, they find light-
ing	 and	 new	 and	 used	
electrical	 equipment.	
“We	look	for	bargains	and	
sometimes	people	donate	
to	us,”	Parks	says.	
The	 Parks	 also	 connect	

with	other	outdoor	lighting	hobbyists	
online	and	face-to-face	at	conventions	
to	share	ideas	and	learn	about	ways	to	
improve	Santa’s	Runway.	“This	sum-

mer,	we	went	to	a	convention,	think-
ing	 we	 knew	 a	 lot,”	 Parks	 relates.	
“Instead,	 we	 found	 people,	 includ-
ing	teenagers,	far	ahead	of	us	in	their	
lighting	systems.”
Christmas	is	over	this	year	for	most	

people;	 but	 for	 David	 and	 Kelly	
Parks,	 it’s	 just	 beginning	 as	 they	
look	 towards	 next	 year’s	 Santa’s	
Runway.

Special to Wesson News

Photo by Wesson News

Photo by Wesson News
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By Bob Arnold

Mother	 Nature	 stalled,	 but	 couldn’t	
stop	Wesson’s	celebra-
tory	 beginning	 of	 the	
Christmas	season.
Heavy	 rains	 forced	

cancellation	 of	 the	
planned	Christmas	pa-
rade	 and	 the	 Chamber	
of Commerce’s first 
Old	 Town	 Christmas	
on	Friday,	December	6,	but	hundreds	
of	 spectators	 under	 clear	 skies	 and	
undeterred	 by	 cold	
temperatures	 watched	
the	 marching	 bands	
and floats roll down 
Highway	51	on	the	fol-
lowing	 Tuesday	 and	
stayed	on	to	drop	in	at	
open	houses	hosted	by	
the	 library,	 City	 Hall,	

Fire	 Department,	 and	 various	 retail-
ers,	dine	at	 local	restaurants,	and	en-
joy	the	fare	of	local	musicians.

Police	and	Fire	Depart-
ment	 vehicles	 led	 the	
parade	 down	 Highway	
51,	 with	 Santa	 Claus	
at	 the	 rear,	 and	 Co-
Lin	 and	 Wesson	 High	
School	marching	bands	
and cars and floats with 
beauty	 queens,	 Nena	

Smith	Dance	Students,	and	varied	ce-
lebrities	 and	 notables	 between	 them.	

From the floats and 
cars, occupants, reflect-
ing	the	peace	and	good	
humor	 of	 the	 Christ-
mas spirit, gently flung 
Mardi	 Gras	 beads	 to	
bystanders,	 delighting	
the	children.
Wesson	 Chamber	 of	

Commerce	 president	 Marilyn	 Britt		
proclaimed	 her	 organization’s	 initial	
Old	Town	Christmas	with	its	post-pa-
rade	attractions	a	“suc-
cess”	and	the	beginning	
of	a	new	Wesson	tradi-
tion,	 although	 crowds	
were	thinner	than	plan-
ners	 had	 desired	 at	
some	of	the	events.
The	 biggest	 turn-out	

disappointments:	Santa	
Claus’	visit	to	the	Fire	Department	on	
the	Friday	following	the	parade.	More	
than	200	children	were	
expected,	but	less	than	
100	 showed.	 In	 the	
cold	 temperatures,	 the	
outdoor	 rock	 concert	
performance	 of	 Co-
Lin’s	 Sojourners	 drew	
few	dancers	and	spec-
tators	after	the	parade.

“With	 the	Old	Town	Christmas	cel-
ebration,	our	hope	was	to	keep	people	
in	town	after	the	parade	to	fellowship	

with	 their	 neighbors,	
get	 into	 the	 Christmas	
spirit,	 and	 give	 local	
businesses	 an	 oppor-
tunity to benefit from 
their	 presence	 through	
shopping	 and	 dining,”	
Britt	 explained.	 “We	
had	 hoped	 for	 larger	

crowds.	 But	 some	 people	 who	 had	
planned	 on	 participating	 in	 the	 Old	

Town	 Christmas	 cele-
bration	on	the	Friday	it	
rained	had	made	other	
arrangements.	The	cold	
weather	 drove	 others	
away.	 Still	 others	 just	
need	 to	 learn	 to	 make	
Old	 Town	 Christmas	

Weather can’t spoil Christmas

Photo by Wesson News

Marilyn Britt (far right), Trustmark Bank branch manager and Wesson Chamber of Com-
merce president, congratulated winners in Old Town Christmas décor competition (left to 
right): Kenny Furr from Furr’s service station (third place), Angie Moore from Los Lobos 
restaurant (second place), and Melissa and Lee Meredith of the Mill Town Mall (first place). 
The Wesson Garden Club judged the competition.

Photo by Wesson News

The Christmas parade brought Santa Claus to town, but less than 100 children visited him 
at the Fire Department on the Friday following the parade. Wesson Chamber of Commerce 
president Marilyn Britt said crowds were less than expected due to moving the parade and 
the Old Town Christmas event to another day because of the weather. People had other 
plans, she explained.

Photo by Wesson News Photo by Wesson News

Photo by Wesson News Photo by Wesson News cont. on page �
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a	part	 of	 their	Wesson	holiday	 tradi-
tion.”
Nevertheless,	 close	 to	 one	 hundred	

persons	enjoyed	refreshments	and	vis-
ited	 exhibits	 at	 library,	City	Hall,	 and	
Fire	 Department	 open	 houses.	 Be-
tween	 200	 to	 300	 persons	 visited	 the	
Mill	Town	 Mall	 during	 the	 hours	 im-
mediately	before	and	after	 the	parade,	
owner	Lee	Meredith	reported.	Another	
Time.	.	.	.Another	Place	enjoyed	heavy	
traffic at its Saturday open house fol-

lowing	the	originally	scheduled	parade,	
although	 its	 parade	 day	 open	 house	
crowd	was	sparse,	owner	Janet	Currie	
said.	Pollywogs	and	Los	Lobos	restau-
rants	were	packed	before	and	after	the	
parade,	as	well.	Small	children	ignored	
the	cold,	frolicking	in	a	space	jump.	
At	Pollywogs,	the	Co-Lin	Percussion	

Ensemble	treated	customers	to	Christ-
mas	 music.	 Holiday	 exhibits	 at	 City	
Hall	 included	 Mayor	 Alton	 Shaw’s	
miniature	 Christmas	 village;	 quilts	

cont. from page �

crafted	by	members	of	the	Brookhaven	
Piece	Makers;	and	nutcrackers,	Santa	
Claus	 dolls	 and	 tree	 ornaments,	 and	
holiday	Barbie	Dolls	from	collections	
of	Ashton	Letchworth,	Melanie	Hall,	
and	Julia	Arnold.	
The	 holiday	 décor	 in	Wesson	 stores	

underscored	the	success	of	the	Cham-
ber’s	Old	Town	Christmas.	The	Cham-
ber	 of	 Commerce	 had	 encouraged	
businesses	 to	 exercise	 creativity	 in	
promoting a holiday spirit. In affirm-

ing	that	Old	Town	Christmas	celebra-
tion	 would	 be	 back	 again	 next	 year,	
Britt	 recognized	 the	 décor	 winners	
chosen	by	the	Wesson	Garden	Club:
• Mill Town Mall, first place
•	 Los	Lobos,	second	place
•	 Kenny	Furr’s	service	station,		

third	place	
“It was good first try in spite of the 

weather	 obstacles,”	 Britt	 said.	 “We	
learned,	 and	 we’ll	 be	 back	 again	 in-
formed	by	our	lessons.”

Police Blotter
Special to Wesson News

During	December,	the	Wesson	Po-
lice	Department:

• Received 9 general complaints

• Wrote up 
• Five Reports of Information 
•	 Four	traffic	reports 
• One hit & run report 
• One theft report

• Issued �9 citations for: 
• Five expired tags 
• Five driving without licenses 
• �0 speeding tickets 
• Two careless driving 
• Two open container violations 
• Three possession of beer 
• One stop sign violation 
• One driving without insurance

• Made seven arrests for: 
• Five possession of marijuana 
• One shoplifting 
• One drug paraphernalia

• Escorted vehicles for three 
funerals

Special to Wesson News

Madeline Walker of Wesson (above left) received handmade afghan, which she won in Wesson American Legion Auxiliary fundraising 
raffle. Sharon Langley (far left), unit president; Marilyn Britt (second from left), Auxiliary member; Frances Mullins (second from right), unit 
secretary; and Annie Wingo (far right), unit vice president, presented prize won in a drawing at the Wesson Flea Market.

Angie Baughman (above right), Mississippi State American Legion Commander from Post �1 in Bay Springs, was special guest at Veterans 
Day dinner of Wesson American Legion Post 79 and its Auxiliary. Members of Zion Hill Baptist cooked a catfish meal recently to honor men and 
women from the area who have served in the U.S. Armed Forces. Here Baughman confers with Post �9 Commander Charles Langley.

News from the Wesson American Legion Post

Wesson News

Wesson police officer Lee Howington 
has	completed	Active	Shooter	and	Deadly	
Force	Encounter	Training	as	part	of	con-
tinuing	 education	 requirements	 for	 local	
law	enforcement	personnel.
The	 course	 conducted	 at	 Biloxi,	 Mis-

sissippi, last month seeks to provide first 
responders	 with	 the	 critical	 skills	 neces-

sary	 to	 manage	 active	 shooter	 incidents	
during	an	unpredictable	crisis.	An	“active	
shooter”	is	an	individual	actively	engaged	
in	killing	or	attempting	to	kill	people	in	a	
confined or populated area. In most cases, 
firearms are used, and there is no pattern 
or	method	to	selection	of	victims.	Active	
shooter	 situations	 are	 unpredictable	 and	
evolve	quickly.
The	 Biloxi	 training	 stressed	 teamwork,	

tactical	 entry	 and	 exit	 in	 active	 shooter	
situations,	 improvising	 tactics	 as	 situa-
tions	 unfold,	 clearing	 rooms,	 hallways,	
and staircases, threat identification and 
response,	environmental	control,	and	zone	
determination.
The	 Wesson	 Police	 Department	 requires	

24	hours	of	continuing	education	each	year	
for its officers to maintain preparedness for 
modern day crime-fighting and prevention.

Police officer completes training in Biloxi

Weather can’t spoil Christmas
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Special to Wesson News

A	 comprehensive	 computer-based	
all-in-one	 digital	 learning	 aid	 de-
signed	 to	help	children	ages	2	 to	8	
learn	reading,	math,	science,	social	
studies,	 writing,	 arts	 and	 music,	
and	 referencing	 has	 been	 installed	
at	Wesson’s	Longie	Dale	Hamilton	
Library.
A	 child	 sitting	 at	 an	 Early	 Literacy	

Station	(ELS)	–	a	standalone	comput-
er	which	is	not	connected	to	the	inter-
net	–	can	access	age-appropriate	and	
academically-relevant	 software	 titles	
that	support	school	readiness	in	an	en-
gaging	 and	 exciting	 manner	 through	
disguised	 learning	 activities	 such	 as	
games	that	expand	the	experience.	
The	 Copiah-Jefferson	 Regional	 Li-

brary	system	(CJRL)	has	placed	ELSs	
in	 its	 branches	 in	 Crystal	 Springs,	
Georgetown,	 Hazlehurst,	 and	 Jeffer-
son	County,	as	well	as	Wesson.	CJRL	
acquired	the	literacy	stations	through	a	
grant	from	the	Federal	Library	Servic-
es	 and	 Technology	Act	 administered	
by	 the	 Mississippi	 Library	 Commis-
sion	for	the	Institute	of	Museum	and	
Library	Services.
At	 a	 work	 station,	 a	 child-user	 can	

choose	from	among	more	than	60	ed-
ucational	 software	 titles	 loaded	 onto	

the	computer	through	intuitive	menus.	
An	 imaginative	 interface	 encourages	
exploration	 by	 readers	 and	 pre-read-
ers	alike	with	minimal	adult	interven-
tion	and	technical	support.
“The	 Early	 Literary	 Station	 is	 an	

invaluable	 resource	 for	 toddlers	 to	
fifth grade students,” says Katrina 
Castilaw,	CJRL	Director.	“Kids	have	
fun	 and	 often	 don’t	 know	 they	 are	
learning.”
Among	 the	 educational	 software	 ti-

tles	accessible	on	an	ELS	are:
• La Casa de Dora
• SpongeBob SquarePants Typing
• Giggles Kids My Musical World/

ABCs and 123s
• Kid Pix 3D
• Math Doodles
• Know Your USA
• Sesame Street
• Speakaboos Interactive Storybooks
• World of Goo
ELS, the flagship product of AWE, 

is	available	in	more	than	35	per	cent	
of	U.S.	libraries	as	well	as	in	Canada	
and	abroad.	It	is	available	in	Bilingual	
French	and	Bilingual	Spanish	as	well	
as	 English.	 ELS	 also	 offers	 optional	
content	 controls	 and	 administrative	
features	that	make	it	easy	to	custom-
ize	 features	 such	 as	 timed	 sessions	
and	content	programming.

Literacy Jump-Start for kids 
installed at Wesson’s library

Photo by Wesson News

Lexi and Brayden Brown, ages 6 and 4, play game on computer which teaches them while 
they have fun.
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By Guest Columnist R. Shaw Furlow

The Arts define our history. Literature, 
paintings,	theater,	dance	and	music	help	
tell	the	story	of	who	lived	at	a	particular	
place	at	this	particular	time.	They	are	as	
important	to	us	as	academics	and	sports.
We	 are	 fortunate	 to	 live	 in	 an	 area	

of	Mississippi	that	recognizes	the	im-
portance	 of	 the	Arts.	 In	 fact,	 we	 are	
surrounded	 by	 the	 Arts.	 Here’s	 an	
overview	 of	 current	 arts	 options	 in	
and	around	Wesson:	
•	 On	February	1,	the	Co-Lin	music	de-

partment	will	present	it	annual	band	
clinic.	The	concert	at	2:30	p.m.	in	the	
Rea	Auditorium	 located	 in	 the	 Ew-
ing	Administration	Building	features	
three	symphonic	bands	—	two	high	
school	and	one	junior	high	school	—	
with	 students	 from	our	 area	 chosen	
by	audition.	The	students	have	their	
first rehearsals on Friday, January 
31,	and	perform	in	concert	 the	next	
day.	A	lot	of	work	goes	into	prepar-
ing	the	concert	 in	such	a	short	 time	
and	is	always	a	fun	event.

•	 Also	 in	 February,	 James	 Martin,	 a	
baritone	from	Jackson,	will	present	
a	 concert	 on	 the	 Co-Lin	 campus.	
Martin’s	performance	 is	part	of	 the	
Community	Arts	Series	in	its	thirty-
fourth	year.	This	program	will	be	in	
the	Ewing	Fine	Arts	Auditorium	and	
will	 begin	 at	 7:00	 p.m.	 There	 is	 a	
ticket	price	of	$10	for	this	program.

•	 In	 addition	 to	 the	 upcoming	 musi-
cal	 events,	 the	 Co-Lin	Art	 Gallery,	
located	in	the	Mutton	Building,	will	
host	 Mississippi	 artist	 Melanie	 Eu-
banks	 February	 3-28.	 There	 is	 no	
admission	fee	 to	view	this	show.	In	
addition,	 the	 college	 is	 hosting	 The 
Way We Worked, the	traveling	exhibit	

sponsored	by	the	Smithsonian	Insti-
tution.	This	show	will	be	on	campus	
April 3 to May 9 and will be housed 
in	the	Mutton	Building,	as	well.	Art	
exhibits	 are	 open	 during	 the	 week	
from	8:00	a.m.	to	4:00	p.m.	

•	 The	 Brookhaven	 Little	 Theatre	
(BLT)	 will	 present	 The Dixie Swim 
Club, a play about five women who 
were	 in	 college	 together	 and	 their	
lives	after	graduation.	The	auditions	
are	at	6:30	p.m.	at	The	Haven	The-
atre, home of the BLT, on Jan. 6, 9 
and	12.	The	show	will	run	in	March.	

•	 While	 January	 is	 a	 slow	 time	 for	
major	 productions,	 spring	 will	
bring	plenty	of	 activity.	The	Mis-
sissippi	 School	 for	 the	 Arts	 will	
have	 theatrical	 performances,	 as	
well	 as	 choral	 programs.	 Other	
public	and	private	schools	all	have	
performances	pending.	

•	 There	are	museums	in	the	area:	The	
Military	Museum	in	the	old	Illinois	
Central	 depot	 in	 Brookhaven,	 the	
Lincoln	County	Museum	located	in	
the	former	Temple	in	Brookhaven,	
the	Robert	Johnson	Museum	in	Co-
piah	County.	All	of	them	should	be	
on	your	“must	see”	lists.	In	the	very	
near	future,	the	Mississippi	Music	
Experience	will	open	 its	doors	on	
the third floor of the newly reno-
vated	 Iron	Horse	Grill	 in	 Jackson	
and	 will	 spotlight	 Mississippi	 as	
the	birthplace	of	America’s	Music.	

EDITOR’S NOTE: R. Shaw Furlow is 
Director of the Bands Program at Co-
Lin and oversees the college’s Com-
munity Arts Series. With this overview 
of the area arts scene, he will begin to 
focus on specifics of arts programs in 
the Wesson area in regular contribu-
tions to the Wesson	News.

The area arts scene: an overview
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Wellness resolutions for 2014
By Guest Columnist  
Dr. Stephanie Duguid

The	beginning	of	 the	new	year	 is	 a	
great	time	to	set	wellness	resolutions	
that	focus	on	healthy	living.	
Setting	them	is	easy.	Achieving	them	

is	another	matter:
1.	Make	them	realistic	and	attainable.
2.	Keep	 them	 in	 front	 of	 you.	 Write	

them	 down,	 and	 post	 them	 where	
you	can	see	them.	

3.	Set	short-term	“milestone”	goals	so	
you	 will	 have	 a	 continuing	 sense	
of	achievement	on	the	road	to	your	
resolution.	Make	 little	changes	–	a	
step	at	a	time	–	to	make	a	big	differ-
ence.	

4.	As	 you	 reach	 your	 “milestones,”	
reward	 yourself	 in	 a	 healthy	 way	
with	new	clothes,	shoes,	or	haircut	

to	provide	ongoing	motivation.	
5.	Pay	 attention	 to	 your	 habits.	 Bad	

habits	 can	 derail	 all	 of	 your	 hard	
work.	 A	 healthy	 lifestyle	 requires	
work	and	the	development	of	posi-
tive	habits.	You	may	want	to	focus	
on one specific aspect of wellness 
until	 you	 feel	 ready	 to	 focus	 on	
another	 aspect.	 In	 time,	 you	 will	
be	prepared	to	integrate	several	as-
pects,	combining	parts	into	a	whole.	
Throughout	 your	 life,	 you	 will	 in-
crease,	 maintain,	 and	 sometimes	
decrease	 your	 level	 of	 wellness.	
Yet,	a	constant	pursuit	to	health	and	
well-being	 will	 provide	 you	 with	
sweet	rewards	of	a	body	that	works	
for	 you,	 a	 mind	 that	 is	 constantly	
revived	and	rejuvenated,	and	a	 life	
balance	that	is	essential	for	a	satis-
fying	quality	of	life.	

6.	Choose	 your	 help	 carefully.	 In	
today’s	 society,	 there	 are	 a	 lot	 of	
products	that	purport	to	make	health	
and	wellness	easy	to	achieve.	Watch	
out!	There	is	no	easy	way	to	get	the	
benefits from physical activity…it 
requires	work!	If	it	sounds	too	good	
to	be	true,	it	probably	is.	It	takes	a	
great	deal	of	time	and	effort	to	work	
through	all	of	the	health,	nutrition-
al, and fitness claims that surround 
society.	 Research	 the	 information,	
verify	 the	 sources,	 and	 check	 with	
the	Better	Business	Bureau.	Herbal	
products	 are	 often	 assumed	 to	 be	
safer	or	better	 than	other	products.	
Not	 so.	 Supplements	 and	 natural	
products	 are	 not	 regulated.	 So	 be	
careful.	 Beware	 of	 energy	 drinks	
with	“boosts”	sold	at	health	bars	in	
fitness clubs. They can be danger-

ous.	 Getting	 rid	 of	 cellulite	 does	
not	require	a	special	exercise,	diet,	
cream,	 or	 device,	 as	 some	 books	
and	 advertisements	 insist.	 Spot-re-
ducing or losing fat from a specific 
location	on	the	body	is	not	possible.	
It	is	a	fallacy.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Dr. Stephanie 
Duguid, Assistant Dean of Academ-
ic Instruction and Health, Physical 
Education, and Recreation Division 
Chair at Co-Lin, makes regular con-
tributions to Wesson	News	on healthy 
living topics. She is also an athletic 
trainer and nutrition specialist and 
has been teaching courses related to 
those two areas as well as practic-
ing what she preaches for more than 
20 years. She is an avid reader and 
learner on health issues and encour-
ages people to follow her example.

Special to Wesson News

Across	the	nation	this	month,	women	
are	being	reminded	to	get	screened	for	
cervical	cancer	and	to	received	the	hu-
man	papillomavirus	(HPV)	vaccine.
Each	year,	an	estimated	12,000	wom-

en	are	diagnosed	with	cervical	cancer,	
report	 The	 American	 Social	 Health	
Association	(ASHA)	and	the	National	
Cervical	 Cancer	 Coalition	 (NCCC)	
–	 the	 groups	 behind	 Cervical	 Health	
Awareness	Month.
Detection	 tools	 and	 inoculations	

make	 cervical	 cancer	 relatively	 easy	
to	prevent	and	treat,	medical	authori-
ties	 say.	 Yet	 in	 women	 who	 are	 not	
vaccinated	and	not	screened	regularly,	
either	due	to	a	lack	of	information	or	
inadequate	 health	 care,	 cervical	 can-
cer	 can	 still	 be	 a	 serious,	 even	 fatal,	
illness.	
During	 Cervical	 Awareness	 month	

this	year,	the	focus	is	on	encouraging	

eligible	 women	 to	 get	 the	 hu-
man	papillomavirus	(HPV)	vac-
cine.	 HPV	 is	 common	 among	
women	and	is	the	main	cause	of	
cervical	 cancer.	 An	 estimated	
75	percent	of	the	reproductive-
age	population	has	been	infect-
ed	 with	 one	 or	 more	 types	 of	
genital	HPV.	The	virus	usually	
causes	 no	 symptoms	 or	 health	
problems	and	goes	away	on	its	
own	 when	 a	 healthy	 immune	
system	 clears	 the	 infection.	 In	
about five percent of women, 
however,	 a	 persistent	 infection	
occurs	with	high-risk	strains	of	
HPV	 –	 the	 cause	 of	 nearly	 all	
cases	of	cervical	cancer.
The	 HPV	 vaccine,	 which	 must	 be	

given	in	three	doses,	can	protect	wom-
en	 against	 four	 HPV	 types—the	 two	
most	common	high-risk	strains	(HPV	
16	and	18)	and	the	two	most	common	
low-risk	 types	 (HPV	 6	 and	 11).	The	

vaccine	should	be	given	before	an	in-
fection	 occurs,	 ideally,	 before	 a	 girl	
or	 young	 woman	 becomes	 sexually	
active	between	the	ages	of	11	and	26.	
Health	care	professionals,	increasing-
ly,	are	recommending	the	vaccine	for	
teenage	boys	and	men,	as	well.

The	 National	 Institutes	 of	
Health	 says	 cervical	 cancer	
develops	 slowly,	 starting	 as	 a	
precancerous	 condition	 known	
as	 dysplasia,	 which	 is	 easily	
detected	through	a	Pap	test	and	
then	 effectively	 treated.	 If	 un-
treated,	dysplasia	can	turn	into	
cervical	 cancer,	which	can	po-
tentially	 spread	 to	 the	 bladder,	
intestines,	lungs	and	liver.	
An	HPV	test	combined	with	a	

Pap	test	in	women	over	age	30	
can	help	identify	women	at	risk	
for	developing	cervical	cancer.	
Women	may	not	suspect	cervi-
cal	 cancer	 until	 it	 has	 become	

advanced	or	metastasizes.	Symptoms,	
which	may	not	show	up	until	the	can-
cer	 is	 advanced,	 include	 abnormal	
vaginal	 bleeding,	 unusual	 discharge,	
periods	 that	 last	 longer	 or	 have	 a	
heavier flow than usual and bleeding 
after	menopause.

Cervical Awareness Month focuses on prevention
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life,	 don’t	 try	 mixing	
landscape	 elements	 from	
different	times,	and	avoid	
overplanting,	she	summa-
rized.	
“Think	 landscape	 man-

agement	 instead	of	main-
tenance,”	Haltom	advised.	
“Maintenance	 is	 day	
to	 day.	 Management	 is	
thinking	 10	 years	 down	
the	road.
“Start	 by	 minimiz-

ing	 ornamental	 plants.	
Do	 not	 plant	 modern	
cultivars	 such	 as	 dwarf	
nandinas,	 dwarf	 crepe	
myrtles,	Bradford	pears,	
magnolia	‘Little	Gem’	or	
other	plants	that	will	sig-
nify	a	modern	 landscape.	Remember	
that	deer	will	 ravage	roses,	daylilies,	
pansies,	and	chrysamthemums.”	
She	 suggested	 making	 a	 few	 selec-

tions	 from	 trees,	 shrubs,	 and	 herba-
ceous plants popular in the late 19th 
Century:
•	 Trees:	Eastern	red	cedar,	oak,	syca-

more,	 chinaberry,	 fringe	 tree,	 un-
pruned	 crape	 myrtle,	 magnolia	
grandiflora

• Shrubs: Deutzia, flowering quince or 

hedge,	privet	hedge,	spirea,	English	
dogwood,	 Japanese	 snowball	vibur-
num	 used	 as	 specimen	 only,	 arbor	
vitae,	 cyperus	 for	 texture,	 windmill	
palm	 or	 palmetto,	 aspidistra,	 yucca	
filamentosa, althea, Confederate 
rose,	 yaupon,	 sweet	 olive,	 camellia	
japonica

•	 Herbaceous:	 Eulalia	 (variegated	
miscanthus),	 elephant	 ears,	 ferns,	
lantana,	iris,	narcissus,	oxalis,	oxeye	
daisy,	amaryllis	johnsonii,	cannas.

• Other recent club projects include plant-
ing shade trees at the Wesson Attendance 
Center and a memorial garden at the pub-
lic library.

Hampton credits Jean Ricks for developing 
a good working relationship with the city and 
Sheila Stewart, Jan Hutson, Lisa Smith, and 
Beverly King and their spouses (Stan, Randy, 
Gary, and Randy, respectively) for spearhead-
ing gardening activities, but says the club’s 20 
members aren’t enough for its ambitious tasks. 
In addition to Hampton, Ricks, Hutson, Stewart, 
Smith, and King, current members of the club 
are Marilyn Britt, Belle Cowan, Sonya Cowen, 
Emily Hart, Kip Higdon, Alana Hughes, Dottie 
Mercier, Elsa Nagy, Opal Smith, Lauren Alsbury 
Sones, Angie Wade, and Joy Wesbrook.

Underscoring the need for more members, 
Stewart emphasizes “a garden project really 
never ends. All gardens are works in progress.”
If you are a gardener or want to learn about 

gardening, the Wesson Garden Club will en-
thusiastically welcome your participation. 
Although its current membership is almost 
exclusively women, it welcomes men ready to 
take on the work.

Expert advises on Old School landscaping 
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The Wesson Garden Club is maintaining brick planters con-
structed along Highway �1 to help beautify town.

The Beautification of Wesson
“Our mission is city beautification,” says Kate 

Hampton, Wesson Garden Club president. 
The club’s Old School landscaping project is 
just the latest addition to that agenda: 
• Brick planters along U.S. Route 51 in 

downtown Wesson were dedicated early 
last summer. The city constructed the 
rectangular plant beds in which Garden 
Club members put in camellias and or-
namental potato vines. The Wesson 
Lions Club and American Legion Post 
79, along with the city and Garden Club, 
funded the project. While the club is 
overseeing on-going maintenance of the 
planters, some retailers have agreed to 
help tend them. 

• During the fall of 2012, club members also 
cultivated a garden on a small land par-
cel on the east side of Highway 51 which 
the Wesson Chamber of Commerce sug-
gested as a project and the Garden Club 
largely funded. The so called “Chamber” 
garden features a Little Gem magnolia 
tree with a mixture of petunias, zinnias, 
knockout roses, irises, geraniums, and 
monkey grass. 


