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Co-Lin to train new employer's workers

Assistant Deputy Clerk joins town staff

Voters to select 
primary choicesBy Bob Arnold

At least thirty new jobs are com-
ing to southwest Mississippi in 
Brookhaven's Lindbrook Industri-
al Park in a major expansion of an 
Iowa-based electrical components 
manufacturer, and Co-Lin will make 
sure trained workers are available to 
fi ll them.
Mississippi Governor Tate Reeves 

announced that Keystone Electrical 
Manufacturing Company (KEMC), 
based in Des Moines, is locating new 
production facilities in Brookhaven, 
which will require primarily skilled 
electrical technicians to produce 
parts for power generating facilities.
"We are working with Co-Lin to 

make sure the workers we need for 
our manufacturing operations have 
the skills they need," Fred Buie, 
president and owner of KEMC said.  
"We're working with the college to 
provide training to workers we hire."
Reeves said Keystone is one of a 

growing number of manufactur-
ing companies that recognize Mis-
sissippi as a quality location with 
skilled labor for their operations.  
The Governor thanked Co-Lin, the 
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 A new Assistant Deputy Clerk has 
joined the staff  at Wesson City Hall.
Michele Ratliff   has come out of 

retirement to assist Municipal Clerk 
Angela Hester on a part time basis 
with paperwork and data entry relat-
ed particularly to the Town Court and 
the Wesson water/sewage depart-
ment, and telephone and reception 
responsibilities.
"She is also coming on board at a 

time when the town is trying to ob-
tain funds it is owed through state 
taxes," Hester says.  Under a new 
law, the state can garnish funds, in-
cluding fi nes and other fees, owed to 
local governments through taxes if 

they can provide documentation that 
people are delinquent.  Ratliff  will 
play a major role in doing the the re-
search to identify who is delinquent 
and obtaining the necessary docu-
mentation required by the state.
Ratliff , a native of New Castle, 

Pennsylvania, worked for more than 
ten years in the advertising depart-
ment at the Daily Leader in Brookha-
ven, where she settled  in 1977, after 
service in the advertising department 
at Slippery Rock State College in 
Pennsylvania.
Hester, who knew Ratliff  from a 

group that meets regularly in area 
restaurants to play the bunko dice 
game, recommended her for the Wes-

Wesson News

Tuesday March 10 is primary election 
day in Mississippi.
Registered voters in Wesson will cast 

their ballots at the American Legion 
hall on Main Street, a change from 
previous elections when City Hall was 
the polling place.  The polling place is 
open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.  Voters must 
present a photo ID -- driver's license, 
ID card issued by a branch/department 
or entity of the State of Mississippi, 
U.S government or any other state 
government; U.S. passport, govern-
ment employee ID, fi rearms license, 
student photo ID issued by an accred-
ited Mississippi university college or 
community/junior college, U.S mili-
tary ID, tribal photo ID, Mississippi 
voter ID card. 
Voters will choose in which party pri-

mary they want to participate to select 
U.S. Presidential, U.S Senate and U.S. 
Congressional District 2 candidates:
• Democrat Presidential candi-

dates:  Joe Biden, Mike Bloomberg 
(withdrew) Pete Buttigeg (withdrew), 
Tulsi Gabbard, Amy Klobuchar (with-
drew), Bernie Sanders, Elizabeth War-
ren (withdrew), Andrew Yang (with-
drew), Deval Patrick (withdrew), Tom 
Steyer (withdrew).
• Republican Presidential candi-

dates:  Roque "Rocky" De La Fuente, 
Donald J. Trump, Bill Weld.
• Democrat U.S. Senate candidates:  

Toby Bernard Bartee, Jason Bohren, 
Mike Espy.
• Republican U.S. Senate candi-

date:  Cindy Hyde-Smith.
• Libertarian U.S. Senate candi-

date:  Jimmy Edwards.
• Democrat Congressional District 

2 candidates:  Sonia Rathburn, Bennie 
G. Thompson.
• Republican Congressional Dis-

trict 2 candidates:  Thomas L. Carey, 
Brian Flowers, B.C. Hammond.

Mississippi Development Author-
ity, Lincoln County-Brookhaven 
Chamber of Commerce, Southwest 
Electric Power Association, the Lin-
coln County Board of Supervisors, 
Brookhaven Mayor Joe Cox and the 

town's aldermen for the cooperative 
eff ort to bring Keystone to south-
west Mississippi.
Brookhaven Mayor Joe Cox noted 

the cooperation of the city, Lincoln 
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Fred Buie, president and owner of 
Keystone Electrical Manufacturing.
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New Wesson Assistant Deputy Clerk 
Michele Ratliff (left) with Clerk Angela Hester.
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Mississippi Governor Tate Reeves.

cont. on page 12
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MARCH MAHOGANY MADNESS SALE
(all Dakota Mahogany in-stock monuments on sale)

  WHEN IT'S PERMANENT,  TRUST THE PROFESSIONALS
Remember the people you love

with a top quality memorial from Brookhaven Monument Company.
Springtime means new inventory arriving weekly

Your FIRST Choice for Over 70 Years
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Police Blotter
Special to Wesson News

During February, Wesson Police 
Department activity encompassed:  
Responses to:
• Two motor vehicle accidents
• One simple assault
• Three general information reports
• One stolen fi rearm reported & recovered

Arrests & citations for:
• Twenty speeding violations
• Three expired tags
• One code violation
• Four no insurance violations
• One no driver's license violation
• One contempt of court warrant
• One motor vehicle taken
Wesson Police conduct nightly business checks.  
On school days, they facilitate traffi  c fl ow at 
Wesson Attendance Center, with offi  cers on duty 
between 7 a.m. and 8 a.m. and 3 p.m. and 3:30 
p.m. 

$25

www.facebook.com/WessonNews

Like us on 
Facebook

Teacher returns to second grade classroom
By Bob Arnold

If Heather McKenzie was jittery 
when she came to Wesson Atten-
dance Center (WAC) to teach in 2011, 
her nervousness quickly dissolved in 
familiar surroundings.  WAC's new 
second grade teacher found herself 
in the same classroom where she was 
a second grade student back in the 
1990s.

There were, of course, a few stops 
on her roundtrip journey -- experi-
ences and learning that equipped her 
for teaching.

From WAC, McKenzie, a Wesson 
native, went on to graduate from 
Wesson High School, initially stud-
ied music and voice at Co-Lin before 
earning her Associate's Degree in ed-
ucation there, and then completed her 
college career at Southern Mississip-
pi University in Hattiesburg, where 
she received a BA in education and 
an MA in education, with a literacy 
specialty.  McKenzie fi rst taught at 
Eva Gordon Elementary School in 
Magnolia, Mississippi, from 2005 to 

2011, before returning to her second 
grade classroom at WAC.

McKenzie says she "loved Wesson 
and WAC" during her childhood and 
youth because of the special relation-
ships she enjoyed -- knowing every-
one in your community and school.  
"In the attendance center, there was 
the mix of older youth and younger 
kids," she recalls.  "Your relation-
ships grew and changed with the 
same kids as you continued through 
WAC.  There was good communica-
tion between teachers and students 
based on relationships that formed 
and changed over the years."

Back at WAC, relationships re-
main a key focus for McKenzie in 
the classroom.  As a teacher, McK-
enzie says she wants her students, 
above all, to learn to be good citizens 
and good persons, which, in the fi nal 
analysis, means "working with each 
other" -- good relationships.  To-
wards that end, she encourages her 
second graders to teach each other.  
"I will teach them and put them in 
teaching situations with classmates 

in which they focus on the same sub-
jects and material.  Learning is not 
a matter of just listening, and kids 
learn from each other."

McKenzie says she is constantly 
"trying new things" with her class-
es, "not doing the same thing all the 
time" to promote learning.  "I also 
practice 'whole brain teaching' -- 
getting children to use both of sides 
of their brains -- in learning," she 
says.  McKenzie believes her partic-
ular strength as a teacher is helping 
children read better, drawing on her 
Master's Degree studies at Southern 
Mississippi.  "I can fi gure out why 
students aren't getting it, and do 
something," she says.

McKenzie and her husband Wayne, 
a banker, have two children, who are 
students at WAC:  Ben, 13, a seventh 
grader, and Kate, 8, a third grader.  
They live on ten acres in Brookhav-
en.  When she isn't in the classroom, 
McKenzie enjoys "doing family 
things" -- camping and outdoors ac-
tivities.  McKenzie also bakes and 
races in 5K marathon runs.   

mailto:ClayMansell@wessonnews.com
mailto:ClayMansell@wessonnews.com
mailto:BobArnold@wessonnews.com
mailto:Designer@wessonnews.com
mailto:Alexis@ourhometownpaper.com
mailto:ClayMansell@wessonnews.com
http://www.facebook.com/WessonNews
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Antiques, Collectibles 
&

Flea Market Items
Something for everyone!

Music Lessons

Instrument Repair
& Rental

Fun and Quality
Education

Music Lessons

Instrument Repair
& Rental

Instrument Repair
& Rental

Instrument Repair

Fun and Quality
Education

Fun and Quality
Education

Fun and Quality Allred’s
Pharmacy & Gifts
214 W. Gallatin St. Hazlehurst, MS 39083

601-894-3571
Open Mon-Fri 8-6 Sat 8-5

Serving the Copiah County area for over 100 years
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 Relay for Life (RFL), the 
American Cancer Society's (ACS) 
major fundraising event that has 
taken place annually in local com-
munities across the nation since 
1985, is coming to Wesson this 
year.
Co-Lin will host the event spon-

sored by ACS of Lincoln and Co-
piah Counties on April 25 from 2 
p.m. to 7 p.m.  Last year, the event 
was held at Lincoln Civic Center in 
Brookhaven.
 "We are excited about our move 

to the Co-Lin campus in Wesson," 
Stacie Cross, community develop-
ment manager for the area ACS, told 
an Institute for Learning in Retire-
ment luncheon.  The Relay is one of 
ACS's most visible activities, and 
teams are already organizing in Co-
piah and Lincoln Counties to raise 
funds in connection with the event.
"Over thirty years, RFL has gen-

erated some $6.5 billion, which the 
Society spends on cancer research 
that is not entirely understood and 
other services largely unknown to 
the public," Cross said.  Cross fo-
cused on that research and those 
services:
• Research results, including new 

screening technologies to detect can-
cers early, new drugs and advances 
in treatments of cancers unique to 
women.  "ACS has directed some 
$4.9 billion in grants to cutting edge 
research that resulted in 49 Nobel 

Prize awards," Cross pointed out.
• A 24/7 800-number (800-227-

2345) where cancer patients and 
their caregivers can learn about what 
to expect as they pursue treatments, 
be reassured, connect with volun-
teers for rides to physicians offi  ces 
and clinics and obtain other kinds of 
assistance.
• Lodging for cancer patients and 

their caregivers during treatments.  
"ACS has its own apartment com-
plexes -- Hope Lodge -- and has 
arrangements with hotels and mo-
tels," Cross said.  "It's free for the 
length of the treatment period -- 

days, weeks or months.  It allows 
patients to keep their homes if they 
must spend extended time away."  A 
Hope Lodge which opened in Jack-
son last year is currently 60 percent 
occupied.
• Travel grants.
• Insurance and resource assistance. 
• A wig bank for patients who expe-

rience hair loss due to chemotherapy.
• A wide-ranging network of vol-

unteers, who are thoroughly trained 
to provide services and understand 
what ACS off ers to patients and 
caregivers.
• Blood.  Cancer patients need one-

third of the stored blood supply, and 
ACS partners with the American 
Red Cross on blood drives to make 
sure it's there for them.
"Under new leadership, ACS is 

taking an increasingly business-like 
approach to its work," Cross  con-
cluded. "We now seek out donations 
for things for which we used to pay.  
Training for employees and volun-
teers is extensive."  As a result, the 
Society, which once spent only 65 
cents of every dollar on its mission, 
now is spending 79 cents, with the 
goal of increasing it to 85 cents, 
Cross said.   

Relay for Life coming to Wesson

Wesson News

Hope Lodge in Jackson.
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Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance 
from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help
cover the services you’re most likely to use —

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive 
Benefits Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. 
Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is 
not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-4433 or respond for similar offer. Certificate 
C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: 
P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120

l

l

Here’s the information
you requested on Dental insurance

FIRST-CLASS MAIL

X-rays CrownsCleanings Fillings Dentures

Call now to get this FREE 
Information Kit!

1-866-835-3416
dental50plus.com/92

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but save more 
with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance 
from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help
cover the services you’re most likely to use —

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive 
Benefits Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. 
Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is 
not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-4433 or respond for similar offer. Certificate 
C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: 
P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120
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Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but save more 
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No deductible, no annual maximum
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By Guest Columnist Dr. Stephanie Duguid

 "Eat Right: 
Bite by Bite."  
The Academy 
of Nutrition and 
Dietetics' (AND) 
has adopted that 
as its theme 
during National 
N u t r i t i o n 
Month.
 "There is no one 
food, drink, pill, or machine that 
is the key to achieving optimal 
health,” AND says.  In your 
overall daily routine, consume 
fewer calories, make informed 
food choices and exercise daily.  
Make life-long commitments, not 
limited changes.  Start by:
• Drinking water as much as 
possible.  The optimal intake 
should be half your body weight 
in ounces.  If you weigh 200 
pounds, your daily water intake 
goal should be 100 ounces.  That 
may sound like a lot, but the key 
is to start somewhere.  If you do 
not consume any water, begin with 
one bottle this week, and work 
your way up to two next week. 
• Getting a full range of nutrients.  
Eat fruits and vegetables in a 
variety of colors throughout the 

week.  Fruits and vegetables contain 
essential vitamins, minerals, fiber, 
and other natural substances that 
boost your health.  When you plan 
a meal, try to fill half your plate 
with fruits and vegetables, plenty 
of dark green, orange, and red 
vegetables.  Microwave them in a 
small amount of water, steam them 
or stir-fry them to retain the most 
nutrients.  Avoid boiling or frying.  
• Making sensible snacks part of 
your healthy eating plan.  Eating 
properly between meals can be your 
biggest challenge.  Snacks can be 
fun and are essential to a healthy 
eating plan, but they can add 
unneeded calories, sugar, sodium, 
and fat if you are not careful.  If 
you plan ahead, however, sensible 
shacks can prevent overeating at 
meal times and throughout the 
day.  They are a way  to eat more 
fruits, vegetables, whole-grains, 
and low-fat dairy.  In fact, they can 
supplement meals.  When children 
are active and are still growing, 
they need to eat more often to 
get the calories they need.  For 
adults, healthy snacks can provide 
an energy boost and satisfy your 
mid-day hunger, and for some, 
help bring blood sugar levels to 

the appropriate level for optimal 
energy.  
Here are some “Eat Right: Bite by 
Bite” tips: 
• Plan to make fresh fruit, air-
popped popcorn, whole-wheat 
crackers, dried fruit and nut mixes, 
or fat-free yogurt as snacks 
• Find nutrient-rich snacks that 
make snack calories count. 
• Go easy on high calorie snacks. 
like chips, candy and soft drinks. 
• Snack when you are hungry, not 
because you are bored, stressed, or 
frustrated. 
• Snack on sensible portions. Focus 
on single serve containers. 
• Quench your thirst first before 
reaching for a snack. You often 
feel hungry when your body is 
dehydrated and thirsty.  
 For more information and 
suggestions about eating healthy, 
visit http://www.eatright.org. 
EDITOR'S NOTE:  Stephanie 
Duguid is Dean of Academic 
Instruction at Co-Lin.  She is also 
an athletic trainer and nutrition 
specialist and has been teaching 
courses related to those two areas 
as well as practicing what she 
preaches for more than twenty 
years.

Start eating right this month

Special to Wesson News
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• Honoring ALL policies and arrangements made and 
written by any other funeral service provider
• Most Experienced Staff  to serve your family
• Most Spacious Facility offered in our area
• Best Priced and Most Thoughtfully arranged services
• Offering the most affordable pricing on 
Pre-Arrangements or Time of  Need Services
• Also offering Monuments and Markers for all 
Cemeteries for any budget

Serving your family with Christian values

601-833-6680
76 US-51, Brookhaven  www.riverwoodfamily.com

GIFT CARD: $100 Visa Gift Card fulfilled by Protect Your Home through third-party provider, Mpell, upon installation of a security system and execution of monitoring contract. $4.95 shipping and 
handling fee, gift cards can take up to 8 weeks to arrive after following the Mpell redemption process. BASIC SYSTEM: $99 Installation. 36-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per 
month ($1,007.64). 24-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($671.76) for California. Offer applies to homeowners only. Basic system requires landline phone. Offer valid for 
new ADT Authorized Premier Provider customers only and not on purchases from ADT LLC. Cannot be combined with any other offer. The $27.99 Offer does not include Quality Service Plan (QSP), 
ADT’s Extended Limited Warranty. ADT Pulse: ADT Pulse Interactive Solutions Services (“ADT Pulse”), which help you manage your home environment and family lifestyle, require the purchase and/or 
activation of an ADT alarm system with monitored burglary service and a compatible computer, cell phone or PDA with Internet and email access. These ADT Pulse services do not cover the operation or 
maintenance of any household equipment/systems that are connected to the ADT Pulse equipment. All ADT Pulse services are not available with the various levels of ADT Pulse. All ADT Pulse services 
may not be available in all geographic areas. You may be required to pay additional charges to purchase equipment required to utilize the ADT Pulse features you desire. ADT PULSE + VIDEO: ADT 
Pulse + Video installation is an additional $299. 36-month monitoring contract required from ADT Pulse + Video: $58.99 per month, ($2,123.64), including Quality Service Plan (QSP). GENERAL: For 
all offers, the form of payment must be by credit card or electronic charge to your checking or savings account, satisfactory credit history is required and termination fee applies. Certain packages require 
approved landline phone. Local permit fees may be required. Certain restrictions may apply. Additional monitoring fees required for some services. For example, Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and 
Emergency Alert monitoring requires purchase and/or activation of an ADT security system with monitored Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert devices and are an additional charge. 
Additional equipment may be purchased for an additional charge. Additional charges may apply in areas that require guard response service for municipal alarm verification. Prices subject to change. 
Prices may vary by market. Some insurance companies offer discounts on Homeowner’s Insurance. Please consult your insurance company. Photos are for illustrative purposes only and may not reflect 
the exact product/service actually provided. Licenses: AL-19-001104, AR-CMPY.0001725 AZ-ROC217517, CA-ACO6320, CT-ELC.0193944-L5, DC-EMS902653, DC-602516000016, DE-07-212, 
FL-EC13003427, EC13003401, GA-LVA205395, IA-AS-0206, ID-ELE-SJ-39131, IL-127.001042, IN-C.P.D. Reg. No. – 19-08088, City of Indianapolis: LAC-000156, KY-City of Louisville: 483, LA-F1914, 
LA-F1915, LA-F1082, MA-1355C, MD-107-1626, ME-LM50017382, MI-3601205773, MN-TS01807, MO-City of St. Louis: CC#354, St. Louis County: 95091, MS-15007958, MT-PSP-ELS-LIC-247, 
NC-25310-SP-FA/LV, NC-1622-CSA, NE-14451, NJ Burglar Alarm Lic. # -NJ-34BF00021800, NM-353366, NV-0068518, City of Las Vegas: 3000008296, NY-Licensed by the N.Y.S. Department of 
State UID#12000317691, NYS #12000286451, OH-53891446, City of Cincinnati: AC86, OK-AC1048, OR-170997, Pennsylvania Home Improvement Contractor Registration Number: PA022999, 
RI-3582, RI-7508, SC-BAC5630, SD- 1025-7001-ET, TN-1520, TX-B13734, ACR-3492, UT-6422596-6501, VA-115120, VT-ES-2382(7C), WA-602588694/ECPROTEYH934RS, WI-City of Milwaukee: 
PAS-0002790, WV-WV042433, WY-LV-G-21499. 3750 Priority Way South Dr. Indianapolis, IN 46240 ©2017 DEFENDERS, Inc. dba Protect Your Home DF-CD-NP-Q419

LIMITED TIME OFFER—CALL TODAY! 

1-866-216-5805
Ask about same-day 

installation!
Offer Expires

January 15, 2020

Save Now On Home Security
Monitored by ADT® the #1

home security company in the U.S.

ADT® 24/7 Monitored Home Security
24/7 monitoring provides peace of mind

Yard sign and window decals help deter crime

 Quickly connect to emergency response

May qualify for a homeowners insurance discount

FREE HOME SECURITY SYSTEM

$850
VALUE

FREE SECURITY SYSTEM
New customers only. Early termination

fee applies. Installation starts
at $99 with 36 monitoring
agreement. See all offer 
details below.

VISA® GIFT CARD
From Protect Your Home
—$100 Value
7 WIRELESS
DOOR/WINDOW 
SENSORS —$695 VALUE!

FREE

FREE

WIRELESS REMOTE 
CONTROL
—$139 Value
DIGITAL CAMERA
When you upgrade to ADT 
Pulse® + Video —$299 VALUE!

FREE

FREE

See all offer details below.

May qualify for a homeowners insurance discount PER MONTH

MONITORING

GREAT

LOW
PRICE

Bulb authority

Melinda Causey spoke to Wesson Garden Club about planting bulbs. A life Flower Show 
Judge and  President of the Garden Clubs of Mississippi,  Causey showed Wesson 
club  members how to plant bulbs and maintain them from season to season.  She also 
discussed the diff erent varieties of daff odils.

Wesson News

Special to Wesson News

 A Wesson student at the University 
of Iowa (UI) won a cash prize in the 
college's IdeaStorm  competition.
 Katherine Westbrook was one of 

24 students who received cash prizes 
after successfully sharing their ideas 
in two minutes or less in four unique-
ly-focused competitions at various lo-
cations on the UI campus.
 Westbrook, who studies English 

and Creative Writ-
ing at UI, received 
the third place $300 
award for her presen-
tation in the Consumer 
Solutions IdeaStorms 
competition on a vir-
tual reality basic weld 
training simulator that 
teaches the trade with-
out the safety hazards 
and cost.
 Other students 

received awards in 
Health Initiatives, 
Creative Concepts and 
Common Good Idea 
Storm categories
 IdeaStorms are en-

try level pitch competitions coordinat-
ed by the John Pappajohn Entrepre-
neurial Center across the University 
of Iowa's campus that encourage stu-
dents to share their innovative ideas 
with others, all while familiarizing 

themselves with the pitching process.  
They encourage UI students to share 
their new, never heard before ideas 
without the requirements of a busi-
ness plan or proposal, and provide a 
collaborative environment where stu-
dents can get feedback and resources 
on how to make their ideas into a real-
ity.  Ninety-one students representing 
a variety of subject majors and areas 
of study shared their business ideas 

in two minutes or less 
with a panel of judges 
and an audience. 
 In addition to cash 

award winners select-
ed by judges, students 
who attended IdeaS-
torms sessions chose 
People's Choice award 
winners.
 The University of 

Iowa is one of the na-
tion's premier public 
research universities,  
and is known world-
wide for leadership in 
the arts, sciences, and 
humanities. It is the 
home of the fi rst and 

best creative writing program in the 
world, a world-class academic med-
ical center -- one of America's top 
teaching hospitals -- and a can-do cul-
ture that fosters a campus-wide dedi-
cation to student success.

Wesson student recognized for idea 

Special to Wesson News

http://www.riverwoodfamily.com/
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the college's seven-county district to job-seekers.  Free.  Open to 
the community as well as students.  Billy B. Thames Conference 
Center on the Co-Lin Wesson campus. 10:00 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
MARCH 23

Blood drive every second and fourth Monday.  King's Daughters 
Medical Center Hospital Annex.  1 p.m.- 6 p.m.  Call 800-817-7449 
for information.  
MARCH 24

Wesson Lions Club membership meeting.  Co-Lin Student 
Cafeteria.  6:30 p.m. 
MARCH 25

Institute for Learning in Retirement workshop.  "Native Plants 
in the Landscape -- Scratchankle is a State of Mind," a workshop 
conducted by Rebecca Bates from the Mississippi State University 
Extension Service.  Co-Lin Thames Center.  10 a.m.
APRIL 7

Wesson Board of Aldermen meet.  Wesson City Hall.  6 p.m.
Institute for Learning in Retirement luncheon, with retired military 

and law enforcement officer Ron Crew who will speak about human 
trafficking.  $10.  Co-Lin Thames Center.  10:30 a.m.

Institute of Learning in Retirement workshop.  "Painting Your 
Masterpiece," a crafts workshop led by Original Cypress.  $25.  
Follows the luncheon at Co-Lin Thames Center at 12:30 p.m.
 CONTINUING

Alcoholics Anonymous meets at convenient times seven days 
of every week.  First United Methodist Church, 215 West Cherokee 
Street, Brookhaven.  Open meetings are Mondays at noon and 
Tuesdays (Big Book Study), Fridays and Saturdays at 7:30 p.m.  
Closed meetings are Wednesdays and Fridays (Big Book Study) at 
noon and Thursdays and Sundays at 7:30 p.m.

Overeaters Anonymous meets every Tuesday.  Church of the 
Redeemer Episcopal, downtown Brookhaven.  6 p.m.  Call 601-754-
0213 for information.

Brookhaven Regional Arts Guild members work on projects every 
Thursday of the month from 9 a.m.-12 noon at the Brookhaven-
Lincoln County Public Library in the Vernon Room when it is 
available.  

MARCH 10
Primary Election Day.  
Diabetes support group.  Meets weekly on Tuesdays.  Education 

Annex at King's Daughters Medical Center, Brookhaven.  1:30 p.m.  
For information, call Natalie Ybarra at 601-835-9489.                        

Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) and VFW Auxiliary Post 2618 
meet.  $5 for meal.  VFW Hall on Industrial Park Road, Brookhaven.  
5:30 p.m.

Copiah County Master Gardeners meets.  Mississippi State 
University Extension Office at Gallman.  5 p.m. business meeting.  

American Legion John Edwards Post 12  meets.  All members, 
veterans and their spouses are welcome.  Jimmy Furlow Senior 
Citizens Center. 4 p.m.  For information, call 601-835-8137.

NAMI 4Rivers family support group meets on the second 
Thursday of each month.  Free, confidential and peer-led, the 
group includes caregivers and loved ones of individuals living with 
mental illness.  Cannon Hall at First Episcopal Church, Brookhaven.  
6:30 p.m.-8 p.m.

Wesson Lions Club meets.  Co-Lin Student Cafeteria.  5:30  p.m. 
(Board).  6:30 p.m. (Membership).  

Narcotics Anonymous meets every Tuesday.  Wesson Volunteer 
Fire Department.  7 p.m.
MARCH 16

Classes resume at Wesson Attendance Center following March 
9-13 spring break. 

Beginner clogging classes for persons of all ages beyond five-
years-old are held every Monday night.  A small fee is charged each 
month.  Brookhaven Recreation Department on Highway 51.  Call 
601-833-3791.  
MARCH 17

Institute of Learning in Retirement day trip to Star and Florence.  
$55.  A short tour of the Heartwood Birdhouse Factory at Star, 
shopping in the Star commercial district and Magnolia Flea Market 
in Florence.  Departs Co-Lin Thames Center at 8:45 a.m.
MARCH 19

Co-Lin 2020 Pathways Job Fair matches employers throughout 

March weather forecast:  The Old Farmer's Almanac calls for an average temperature of 55 degrees F (one degree below 
average) with precipitation of 8 inches (one inch below average).  March 10-12:  Rainy periods, chilly.  February 13-16:  Sunny, 
warm.  March 17-19:  T-storms, then sunny, cool.  March 20-25:  Rainy; warm, the cool.  March 26-31:  Sunny, chilly.

Wesson Community Calendar

Email Community Calendar items to bobarnold@wessonnews.com

mailto:bobarnold@wessonnews.com
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Sports Bar & Restaurant 

Happy Hour 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.   Trivia on Tuesdays   Open Mic Night Wed. 8 p.m.   Live Music Fri. & Sat.  8 p.m. 
Steaks Served While Supply Lasts Starting Thursdays.  Baseball on Big Screen TV.

3 p.m.-10 p.m. Monday (bar only). 12 Noon-10 p.m. Tuesday-Friday.  2 p.m-10 p.m. Saturday.

505 West Monticello Street  Brookhaven  601-990-2366

Steaks served starting Thursdays &
continuing while supply lasts.  Our

menu also features homemade burgers,
fried chicken & barbeque pork & chicken.

WEEKDAY LUNCHES
Tuesday-Friday. 11 a.m.-2 p.m

SUNDAY LUNCH 
11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.

 
601-643-9035

1193 Highway 51  Wesson, MS

SHOP ‘N WASH
510 Main Street • Wesson

601-643-5676 • Open Everyday

HUNT
BROTHERS

PIZZA
Whole or By the Hunk

Food Now Served
From Our New Kitchen.

CHICKEN ON
A STICK • SWEET TEA •

Dining GuideDining GuideDining GuideDining GuideDining Guide

WESSON AREA 
DINING GUIDE

Mailed for Free to every home in the 39191 Zip Code

For More Info Call 601-990-3003
Bob Arnold, Editor

advertise your
restaurant here

Every
Tuesday

Night
$14.95

Includes fries,
hushpuppies,

coleslaw or saladGood Home Cooking
1096 Highway 51, Wesson, MS   (601) 643-5100

All You Can Eat Filet FishAll You Can Eat Filet Fish
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BANKRUPTCY

Richard R. Grindstaff
Attorney At Law

CHAPTER 13
DEBT CONSOLIDATION

$200 +  court cost
             gets it filed

WE ARE A DEBT RELIEF AGENCY, WE HELP PEOPLE FILE FOR BANKRUPTCY RELIEF UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE

120 SouthPointe Dr - Suite D
Byram, MS

601-346-6443

512 Schwem Ave
Brookhaven, MS

601-684-1798

CHAPTER 7
DEBT ELIMINATION

$545 +  court cost
             uncontested

MACJC All-Staters & team performances

Special to Wesson News

 The Mississippi Association of Com-
munity and Junior College (MACJC) 
has named two Co-Lin standout hoop-
ster sophomores to its Second Team 
All-State after stellar seasons. 

 Sha'Quandra Carter, a Monroe, Lou-
isiana, native, and Camryn Davis from 
Monticello earned the recognition. 

 Carter, a Neville High School prod-
uct, led the Lady Wolves with 14.5 
points per game, fi nishing the regular 
season with 334 points and a 42.2 shoot-
ing percentage from the fl oor.  Along 
with her solid off ensive play, Carter had 
38 steals and 155 rebounds. 

 Davis, a Lawrence County High 
School graduate, started all 23 games 
for the Lady Wolves and scored 11.1 

points per game on her way to 256 to-
tal points.  Davis shot 45 percent on 
the year.  Like Carter, Davis is not only 
explosive on the off ensive end of the 
court, but left her mark on the defensive 
side as well, leading the Lady Wolves 
with 39 steals and pulling in the sec-
ond-highest number of rebounds, with 
166 off  the boards.

 The All-Staters had an op-
portunity to add to their re-
sumes last week in NJCAA 
Region XXIII Tournament 
play at Mississippi College 
in Clinton.  Although the Lady Wolves 
missed the MACJC State Tournament, 
the team earned a backdoor bid to the 
national regional.  The tournament 
fi elds the winners of the fi rst round of 

the MACJC State Tournament, the 
highest record of the Region XXIII 
team from Louisiana and the next three 
highest Region XXIII teams from Mis-
sissippi, which is how the Lady Wolves 
earned the nod. 

Winners & Losers.  So far in the 
new year, the Lady Wolves are out-

performing Co-Lin men's 
teams in sports.  In basket-
ball, the Lady Wolves, in a 
less than stellar season with 
a 13-10 record, landed a bid 
to the NJCAA Region XIII 

Tournament as one of the three high-
est-ranking XXIII teams in Mississip-
pi, even though they did not make the 
MACJC Tournament.  Meanwhile, the 
men's hoopsters fi nished 7-16, with no 

post-season play.  In baseball to date, 
the men are 3-4, with wins against 
Mineral Area College (4-2, 8-5) and 
Southwest (9-5) while losing to Del-
gado (10-1, 6-4), Meridian (12-2) and 
Mississippi Delta (15-5).  In contrast, 
the softball women have a 7-0 record, 
with wins against Baton Rouge (11-6, 
3-0), Lurleen B. Wallace Community 
College (9-1, 4-3), Mississippi Del-
ta (4-1, 11-1) and Southwest (11-7).  
The 5-1 women's tennis team has wins 
against Hinds (9-0, 9-0), Itawamba (7-
2), Holmes (9-0) and Meridian (6-3), 
with a loss to Jones (5-4).  The men's 
netters, on the other hand are 1-5 with 
a sole win against Holmes (9-0) and 
losses to Itawamba (6-3), Hinds (5-4, 
5-4), Meridian (8-1) and Jones (7-2). 

Special to Wesson News
All-State Co-Lin hoopsters Sha'Quandra Carter (left) and Camryn Davis. 

Special to Wesson News
Co-Lin's Lady Wolves celebrated their 11-7 softball victor over their 
Southwest rivals that elevated their record to 7-0 on the season in the Coca-
Cola Challenge presented by Powerade.   
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Roland Price
110 Market Place
Hazlehurst, MS 39083

MarketplaceMotors.net
601-750-2277

Across from Walmart

Just bring in your last pay stub and your 
down payment and drive out TODAY!

•2014 Ford Escape SE, Leather, Low Miles, Great gas mileage, Like new.
•2013  Chevrolet Equinox LTZ, Leather, Back up Camera, Pioneer, Nice, Nice.
•2012 F150 Supercab 4x4, one owner, tilt, cruise, Tow Package, Bed Liner.
•2013 Dodge Journey SXT, 6 Cylinder Engine, Low Mileage, 3rd Row Seat, Rear Air.
•2009 Chevrolet Suburban LTZ Package, Leather, Sunroof, Navigation, DVD, Like New.
•2008 Chevrolet Suburban LTZ Package, Leather, Sunroof, Navigation, Backup Camera.
•2010 Buick Enclave CXL, Leather, Sunroof, Third Row, Sharp!
•2012 Silverado LT Crew Cab, Leather Buckets, Custom Wheels, Nice!
•2014 Ram 1500 SLT Crew Cab, Hemi, 20” Wheels, Super Sharp!
•2013 Hyundai Elantra, Only 60k  Miles, Automatic, Red, Great Gas Mileage!
•2013 Volkswagen Tiguan SE 4motion, One Owner, Leather Low Mileage, New Tires!
•2008 Toyota Avalon Limited, Leather, Sun Roof, Dual Power Seats, Super Nice!
•2008 Nissan Maxima SL, Sun Roof, Leather, Low Miles, Great Car!
•2011 Buick Enclave CXL One owner, Leather, 3rd row, New Tires, Like new!
•2013 Volvo XC60 3.2, Premier, Leather, Navi, Moon Roof, Backup Camera, Low mileage

SOLD!
SOLD!

2013 Dodge Journey SXT

2007 Lexus ES 350

3rd Row Seat, V6 Engine, New Tires, Low Miles, Warranty

One Owner, Low Miles, Sunroof, Leather, Super Nice!

LITTLE LOT - BIG SAVINGS

WE FINANCE

NEW ARRIVALS
2013 Dodge Journey SXT

2007 Lexus ES 350

One Owner, Low Miles, Sunroof, Leather, Super Nice!

Special to Wesson News

 Wesson’s Youth Garden Club -- 
the Butterbeans -- learned how to 
properly plant trees and shrubs and  
pot bulbs in an Arbor Day celebra-
tion last month at Wesson’s Splash 
Park and pavilion. 
 The Butterbeans, including third, 

fourth, fi fth, and sixth graders, plant-
ed six trees -- red buds, a fl owering 
crabapple and sweet olive -- and 
forsythia and spirea shrubs.  Two of 
the trees, which will be dedicated in 
the near future,  memorialize Belle 
Cowen and Dottie Mercier, recently 
deceased Wesson residents who were 
active members of the Wesson Gar-
den Club.  
After their gardening experience, 

the Butterbeans enjoyed refresh-
ments and a story time at Dumps 
BBQ Restaurant.   Wesson Garden 
Club members talked to the group 
about the importance of trees in the 
environment and the many products 
made from trees.   In a reading of 
Celebrations in My World: Arbor 
Day by Lynn Peppas, the Butter-
beans learned that Arbor Day was 
fi rst celebrated in the United States 
in Nebraska in 1854, was founded by 
American Julius Sterling Morton and 
spread to other states and countries 
around the world.  
Children participating in the cele-

bration took home bulbs to plant at 
their homes and received wooden 

hearts to decorate and give to a loved 
one for Valentine's Day.
Garden Club members involved 

in the Arbor Day celebration were 
Beverly King, Pam Owens, Jennifer 
Peets, Debbie Smith, Lisa Smith, 
Nancy Sullivan and Dixie Thornton.   
The Town of Wesson’s Public Works 
Department dug the holes for the 
trees in the park, and a Lowe’s Com-
munity Partner Grant helped make 
it possible for the Club to purchase 
materials.

Arbor Day occasion for gardening lesson

Special to Wesson News

Please contact Chris McCoy at 601-990-3003 EXT 6

PRINT YOUR
LOGO ITEMS

ADVERTISE WITH

Call Bob Arnold at 917-562-1600
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Highland Square Shopping Center • 830 Brookway Blvd. • 601-833-1143
520 Brookway Blvd. • Brookhaven • 601-833-7351 • Mon.-Sat. 9-6

Visit us at www.thperkinsfurniture.com
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED FOR 133 YEARS

La-z-boy sale
Best Selection & Lowest Prices Guaranteed

Riding the back roads in Wesson
By Bob Arnold

 When you're growing up in a small 
town, there's not always a lot to do.  But 
"there's always another back road to 
ride in Wesson," says Haleigh Chinn in 
refl ecting on growing up here.

 Chinn, a single mother, left for the 
Jackson area briefl y, but came back 
to Wesson with her one-year old son, 
Hatcher Atticus (named after Atticus 
Finch, the attorney in To Kill a Mock-
ingbird), to go down those roads, as she 
has done to equip her for life.

"You ride them, get lost with seem-
ingly no way to get help and fi nd your 
way back home," she says.  Over 23 
years in Wesson since her family set-
tled here in 1996, Chinn's back roads 
have encompassed elementary and high 
school at Wesson Attendance Center 
(WAC), earning a degree in psychology 
at Co-Lin, play and social life and the 
joys and sorrows of living.  

 She recalls testing the limits as she 
grew up, fl irting with trouble with 
friends, driving a car in high school 
that "could tell you some good stories" 
about that time in her life.  She remem-
bers riding four-wheelers up and down 
Highway 51 past the police station, rid-
ing horses down Sylvarena Road, team 
penning and, "perhaps most enjoyably," 
playing in the creek near school.  

 In the springs and summers, Chinn 

played ball in the tradition of many 
Wesson young people on the Hiram C. 
Newman Memorial Fields on Grove 
Street, starting as a toddler in tee ball 
and moving onto softball, competing on 
local all star teams throughout Missis-
sippi, before playing softball at WAC. 

  "Going to Co-Lin was a blast," she 
says.  "It really is 'the place to be' for a 
lot more than just studying." 

 There were some diffi  cult roads 
during Chinn's high school years.

"Over one three-month period, my 

friends and I had to cope with six deaths 
of classmates in car wrecks, four-wheel-
er accidents and a suicide," she says.  
"Those were uncharted waters.  We 
had experienced deaths of older rela-
tives and friends of the family, but not 
peers.  The experiences brought us clos-
er together as we found solace without 
judgment with each other in navigating 
them.  No one wanted to be alone."

 Going down those roads success-
fully was somehow more possible in 
Wesson.  Chinn recalls her parents and 
those of her friends opening their homes 
anytime day or night so their sons and 
daughters could fi nd the comfort and 
support they needed.  

 "Wesson is close-knit, stable and 
safe," Chinn observes.  "Little has 
changed here over the years.  A couple 
of new stores.  You can buy beer and 
lottery tickets today.  But that's about 
it.  For years, people here are the same 
and do the same things.  For years, you 
could depend on Kenny Furr meeting 
over coff ee with his friends in front of 
his service station on Highway 51.  Bill 
McGuire and Philip Knight were the 
high school biology and math teachers 
year in and year out.  I've settled with 

my son in Wesson to give him the sup-
port he can only get here -- an aunt, un-
cle, grandmother and community."

 Chinn has largely worked out of town 
-- currently as a waitress/bartender at 
Magnolia Blues Barbeque in Brookhav-
en after stops at a tattoo parlor and bar in 
McComb, and Piggly-Wiggly and Geor-
gia Blue in Brookhaven, but she always 
returns to Wesson at the end of the day, 
where another back road awaits!    

What are your hobbies?                                                                                                                       
I am a reader.  I enjoy being with 

my kid -- my favorite person and best 
friend.  I like to cook.  Believe it or not,  
I also enjoy grocery shopping.  Walmart, 
Sullivan's, anywhere.  I love animals.  I 

have a dog and two cats.  I have had a 
bull, pigs and brought a deer home -- we 
called him Lucky Buck -- after hitting 
him with a car.  He stayed with us sev-
eral months before running off  back into 
the woods.  Laundry, however, is not a 
friend of mine.

What do you read?                                                                                                                                 
Everything.  I am currently reading 

Game of Thrones.
Do you enjoy movies or theater?                                                                                                                                 

I am a Tim Burton fan -- his dark, goth-
ic, and eccentric horror and fantasy 
fi lms and blockbusters.  I also watch 
Law and Order SVU on television and, 
recently, have been following Netfl ix's 
Don't F with Cats.

How about music?
I am into 90's country and alternative 

music.  Not rap.  I like George Strait 
and the rock bands Alice in Chains and 
Stone Temple Pilots.  I also enjoy the lo-
cal music scene -- Betsy Berryhill, Sul-
livan's Hollow, Cody Dunaway.  There's 
so much talent in the area.

How would you spend your lottery 
winnings if you were so lucky?

I would buy all the books on my read-
ing list -- really far too many to read -- 
and build a personal library with a cof-
fee corner.  Of course, I would share my 
wealth with family, as well.

How would you change the world?
The world needs more peace.  I am 

not sure how I would bring that about.

Millions Of Dollars Saved In Back Taxes
Anthem Tax Services provides world class personalized tax debt 
relief and tax preparation services. We offer the tailored experience 
that you expect from your tax preparation professionals, and we 
operate remotely so you never need to leave your home or office.

Tax debt can happen to anyone. Whether you are self-employed, 
an independent contractor, took an early withdrawl from a 401K, or 
had another unforseen life event occur, we can help resolve your 
debt in a few simple steps:

Tax Problems: RESOLVED

✔Tax Levies &   
 Liens Release

✔Wage    
 Garnishment   
 Release

✔Stop Penalties   
 and Interest

✔Tax Debt 
 Negotiation &   
 Settlement

✔Resolve Back   
 Taxes

✔Payroll Tax   
 Negotiation

✔Tax Preparation 
 & Bookkeeping  
 Services

Anthem Tax Services

Anthem offers a money-back guarantee designed to help you avoid wasting money on ineffective tax services. We will gather as much information 
from you as necessary and work with tax authorities to give you the best chance of reducing your tax debt. If for any reason that does not work out, and 
the government notifies us they refuse to reduce your overall tax liability or monthly payments by any amount, we will gladly refund you the fees you 
paid for our services in trying to reduce that debt. Money Back Guarantee does not apply to Bookkeeping and Tax Preparation Services.

There are many 
ways we can 
tackle IRS or 
State tax relief 
together:

Call us now for your FREE tax consultation & evaluation:

866-365-9965

“� ey stopped my garnishments in less than 2 days 
a� er hiring them. � is saved me $84,276 with the 
IRS and $13,500 with the state of California. 
� ey saved my emotional and � nancial well-being.”
- Wage Garnishment Client

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

A+
Rating

1 Opportunity   2 Investigation   3 Agreement   4 TAX DEBT FREE!
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894 Natchez Dr. & 230 N. Jackson St., Brookhaven • 601-833-1441 • www.brookhavenfuneralhome.net

Brookhaven Funeral Home 
Pre-arrangment Special O�er

$2,350.00 o� of original price!
Full Traditional Funeral Services and

your choice of either quality steel or wood casket
Pre -arranging locks in todays price and

ensures your family will know your true wishes

for $6,195.00*
*monthly payments are available

“A Family Serving Families”
As a minister and a father to five daughters,

Lance Moak understands the importance
of family. Lance specializes in helping people
pre-arrange funeral services, taking away the

di�cult task of tough decisions at a most
stressful time from your loved ones. 

To discuss the many options available to you,
contact Lance Moak at  601-384-7290

or Wayne Smith 601-833-1441

"Because a Life Well Lived Deserves a Service Well Planned"

By Guest Columnist Shaw Furlow

	 Just in case 
you didn’t know, 
you can watch 
Co-Lin sports 
events on tele-
vision from the 
comfort of your 
home or at work 
by opening a 
link on your 
computer or 
cellular device.  
Co-Lin on tele-
vision!  When I was a student, we 
were proud when a group of students 
got a little, low watt radio station up 
and running.
	 Co-Lin exemplifies how television 
has changed over the years, and the 
local college has been on the cut-
ting edge of streaming their sporting 
events. If you can’t make it to the sta-
dium or the gym, you can watch ev-
ery play or turn-over on Co-Lin’s live 
stream. 
	 To say television has changed is an 
understatement.  When I was a kid, 
we had three networks, which provid-
ed news, entertainment and sports, 
much like they do today.  On Saturday 
afternoon, the family sat around the 
TV and watched the Baseball Game of 
the Week.  Dizzy Dean and Pee Wee 
Reece did the play-by-play and set the 
example for many sports announcers 
who followed.  The game of the week. 
One game and occasionally, a double 
header.  Walter Cronkite, Chet Hunt-
ley and David Brinkley brought us the 
news each evening.  One of the dread-
ful reports brought to us each day was 
the body count from the war in Viet-
nam.   But we trusted Cronkite and 
the others to keep us informed.
	 Public Broadcasting was one of the 
first changes, bringing  new types of  
television.  Educational programs like 
Sesame Street, orchestral concerts 
and operas from Lincoln Center in 
New York City and, of course, Julia 
Child and Justin Wilson.   All differ-
ent from the three commercial broad-
cast networks. 

	 I remember the conversations we all 
had about “pay TV.” Why would we 
pay for what we can have for free?  
Little did we know.  Cable tv came 
along, and with it FOX.  It started 
with limited content 
and was not avail-
able in every home.  
But cable grew, be-
coming available in 
every neighborhood, 
subdivision and 
apartment complex.  
On their signs, hotels 
advertised they had 
free HBO to entice visitors to stop.
	 With cable came relaxed standards.  
After all, you subscribed.  No one 
made you do it.  Family television 
rapidly gave way to series like the 
Sopranos, which opened our eyes to 
the dark side of the mafia.  The scripts 
were violent, the dialogue was full of 
profanity, and there was nudity.
	 Everything changed with satellites 
and the internet.  
	 What you could watch proliferated.  
No more were there standard shows 
everyone watched.  Program content 
narrowed for specific demographics.  

Even the television set itself changed.  
Today, we watch our "television" 
shows on our telephones.
	 I remember asking my Co-Lin Mu-
sic Appreciation classes if they saw 

last night's episode 
of 24 or the Grammy 
Awards show, and 
no one was watch-
ing them, or even a 
television set for that 
matter.  I repeated 
that question each 
semester and got 
the same response.  

I was flabbergasted at first, but then 
came to expect it.  They were play-
ing video games -- another new kind 
of  "television program" on a televi-
sion-like device or a television modi-
fied for interactive play -- when they 
should have been watching REAL 
TV.
	 “Remember when late night TV was 
funny?” I hear that all the time from 
victims of demographic-focused pro-
gramming.  My mother said: “I just 
don’t get Conan O’Brien.”  Now, mom 
was well into her 70s and way out of 
Conan’s demographic.  I explained 

that his humor was not intended for 
her, but rather "thirty-something’s." 
“Well, that explains a lot,” she said.  
	 Saturday Night Live was funny to 
me during my mid 20s to mid 40s.  To-
day, I find some of it slightly amusing, 
and I rarely know the musical guest. 
I’m not in the demographic.  To attract 
younger viewers, venerable morning 
news shows, like Today and Good 
Morning America, have introduced 
us to many new younger reporters.  
The awards shows are geared toward 
younger viewers. It doesn’t bother me.  
I had my time.
	 Not only can you watch TV on your 
cellular device, but you can produce 
your own show and stream it to all 
your friends and followers; and, if 
you are really lucky, you can become 
an internet influencer, whatever that 
is.  My friend and sometime music 
partner Charlie Hewitt streams many 
live music shows in our area. With his 
phone and Facebook, he brings per-
formances to your computer or phone.  
Charlie and I, in fact, have delved into 
the streaming world ourselves with 
a Facebook show, Two Old Men on 
the Shadyside Porch totally streamed 
from our iPhones.  My show, Music 
from the Shadyside, was recorded 
with very professional equipment, but 
streamed on both Facebook and You-
Tube. I highly recommend both shows
	 "YouTube." The name reflects how 
far television has come.  Justin Bieber, 
Carly Rae Jepsen, Ed Sheehan and 
Charlie Puth all started on YouTube.  
You don’t know these names?  Demo-
graphics. There’s that word again.
	 Now there is Hulu, Disney+, Net-
flix, and a dozen others. What’s next?  
Maybe cable goes the way of Block-
buster?
	 That’s it for now, friends. You have to 
look for it, but there is TV worth watch-
ing.  Until next time, support the arts.
EDITOR'S NOTE:  R.  Shaw Fur-
low is a local composer, musician 
and arts promoter.  He produces an 
internet-based video show -- From 
the Shadyside -- that spotlights area 
musical talent and is a consultant to 
school bands in the region.
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Shaw Furlow (right) and Charlie Hewitt stream a video show on Facebook.
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Wesson train wins top parade 
awards.  Among wagon trains in the 
Dixie National Rodeo Parade in Jack-
son, which famously march at the end 
of the procession, Wesson Ride won 
the first place award.  Wesson Ride 
also received the Parade Commission-
er's Award presented to the best over-
all participating parade group.  Judges 
chosen by the Mississippi Department 
of Agriculture and Commerce deter-
mine the best participating groups for 
marching, motorized, floats and riding 
as well as wagon trains.  “The Dixie 
National Rodeo Parade is a fun-filled 
family event that the Mississippi De-
partment of Agriculture and Com-
merce looks forward to bringing to the 
public each year,” said Commissioner 
Gipson. “This would not be possible 
without the participation of groups 
from all over the state. I want to thank 
all those that made it a success and 
congratulate all of our winners.”
Flu activity climbs.   The Mississippi 

State Department of Health (MSDH), 
while also monitoring for possible 
COVID-19 cases in the state, is see-
ing high flu activity in the state with 
widespread transmission,  and recom-
mends flu vaccination for anyone ages 
6 months and older.  Pediatric flu shots 
are available at all MSDH county clin-
ics.  Flu and COVID-19 symptoms in-
clude fever, cough, sore throat, muscle 
and body aches, and fatigue.  While 
vaccination is the best flu protection 
, basic infection control measures are 
largely the same for both the flu and 
coronavirus: covering your mouth 
when coughing and sneezing, staying 
at home when you or your children are 
sick and washing your hands frequent-
ly.  Visit the MSDH website at www.
HealthyMS.com/flu for information.
App keeps you safe.  MS Ready, a 

Mississippi State Department of Health 
(MSDH)’s emergency preparedness 
mobile app, provides pub-
lic health and safety infor-
mation throughout Mis-
sissippi during emergen-
cies and a full library of 
disaster preparedness tips 
based on Hurricane Ka-
trina experiences fifteen 
years ago.  It features breaking news 
and alerts on emergencies, agency clo-
sures, severe weather warnings, pre-
cautions to take in a disaster, disease 
outbreak, or other emergency; step-
by-step preparations for floods, severe 
weather, natural disasters (hurricanes, 
tornadoes, and earthquakes), nuclear 
incidents and chemical and biological 

threats; MSDH phone numbers, in-
cluding an emergency hotline, a check-

list of items to have on 
hand in emergencies and 
an  informational section 
on disease outbreaks.  To 
find the app, search your 
app store for MS Ready 
or visit www.HealthyMS.
com/apps.

Business scam.   The Mississippi 
Secretary of State’s Office (MSOS) 
and the Mississippi Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office is warning the business 
community of deceptive letters re-
questing a $90.50 fee to order certain 
business documents from the Secre-
tary of State’s Office.   Misleading 
solicitations may require a fee, cite 

specific Mississippi statutes, contain a 
due date for a response, appear sim-
ilar to a government form, contain a 
"Customer ID Number" that does not 
match the state or federal numbers 
that have been given to a company or 
the actual ID number and company's 
date of formation and a warning to 
make sure that the form's instructions 
on completing it are followed exact-
ly.  Businesses can order a certificate 
of good standing in the state of Mis-
sissippi online at www.sos.ms.gov 
for $25.  Call the Secretary of State’s 
Business Services Division at 601-
359-1633 or 800-256-3494 for infor-
mation, or go to the Business Services 
tab -- sos.ms.gov -- on the MSOS web 
site.
Parchman unit closed.  Mississippi 

Governor Tate Reeves says prisoners 
are being transferred out of Parch-
man Unit 29, fulfilling his State of the 
State promise to close the troubled 
unit.  Some 375 inmates were moved 
out during an earlier surge of violence, 
and the remaining prisoners are being 
transferred and temporarily housed at 
the nearby Tallahatchie County Cor-
rectional Facility. They are being trans-
ferred through reclassification and ex-
changes for lower-security inmates.
MSU/Co-Lin agreement.  Mississip-

pi State University (MSU) and Co-Lin 
have signed a memorandum of under-
standing to formalize partnership pro-
grams for students enrolled in technical 
education programs.  The agreement 
details classroom and/or online cours-
es that must be completed at each in-
stitution to fulfill degree requirements 
MSU’s Bachelor of Applied Science 
(BAS) program, which was launched 
last summer.  For more information on 
the Bachelor of Applied Science pro-
gram, visit https://www.msstate.edu/
students/bachelor-of-applied-science.
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A wild hog that has been wreaking havoc on local property, including the Wolf Hollow Golf 
Course at Co-Lin, met his match with local hunting dogs.  Cliff Newman, a local building 
contractor who operates a cattle farm, allowed the dogs on his property to hunt down the 
culprit.  Pictured (left to right) with their bay dogs, which tracked down the hog, are Kail 
Jordan, Connor Burke and Thomas Larkin, who donated their catch to provide food for 
needy families. 

Assistant Deputy 
Clerk joins town staff Co-Lin to train new employer's workers
son position after she told her she 
was searching for part time work.  
"It's not easy to recruit people for 
part-time jobs in which they will stay 
when full-time work is available," 
Hester points out.
	 Ratliff has two grown children -- 

David, who works at Phillips Bark in 
Brookhaven, and Heather, who works 
at New York University in New York 
City.  Her husband is deceased.
	 In addition to playing bunko with 

her friends in her spare time, Ratliff 
is active in Saint Francis of Assisi 
Roman Catholic Church in Brookha-
ven, where she serves on the parish 
council, is a Eucharist server, and 
volunteers in the food pantry and as a 
faith formation teacher.
	 Ratliff says she enjoys coming to 

Wesson -- "a close-knit communi-
ty I like" -- for her job at City Hall, 
where she works from 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. three to four days a week.

County and local agencies in devel-
opment of Lindbrook Industrial Park 
and construction of a 54,000 square 
foot spec industrial building there to 
lure employers to the area.  Keystone, 
which is buying the spec building for 
its operations, decided to locate here 
as a result of this strategy, he said.
"Don't be surprised if we continue to 

support future industrial development 
along the same lines," Cox added
Lincoln County Board of Supervi-

sors President Ed Brown also lauded 
Lincoln County-Brookhaven Cham-
ber of Commerce Executive Direc-
tor Garrick Combs for his leadership 
in the area's industrial development.
Keystone's Buie, a Brookhaven na-

tive, and a graduate of Brookhaven 
High School and Mississippi State 
University, said his company pro-
duces "the brains for the electrical 

power grid."
"Our products monitor demands 

on the grid and protect it from over-
loading," he explained.  "They also 
control output of wind farms, based 
on determination of power demand 
on wind turbines."
Buie said the Keystone Des Moines 

operation employs 90 persons, but 
Brookhaven will be the focus of on-
going expansion, with the facility 
in Lindbrook Industrial Park initial-
ly requiring at least thirty workers, 
possibly more, including the elec-
trical technicians to be trained by 
Co-Lin, an electrical engineer and 
designer.
	 "We decided to expand in early 

January, plan to start hiring during 
the second week of March and ad-
dress building needs at the industrial 
park by March 31," Buie said.

Buie said Keystone seeks to be a 
good corporate citizen, with a par-
ticular emphasis on giving its em-
ployees the opportunity to succeed 
in an environment designed to en-
courage success.
"I am giving back to my home-

town, where I started on my ca-
reer journey," he explained.  As a 
student working at a local mobile 
homes dealer, he decided to study 
industrial engineering towards be-
coming a plant manager -- a "dream 
job I landed at General Electric 
when I was relatively young."  At 
35 years old, realizing he had a 
long work life ahead, Buie decided 
to find his own company to run, and 
purchased Keystone twenty-two 
years ago.
"Now I am coming back to 

Brookhaven," Buie said.
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