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"Be authentic," Katie Dixon urges

Committees to do Chamber work Chamber honors 
groups & people 

By Bob Arnold

"Dream big and be the authentic 
you," Katie Dixon, Hattiesburg restau-
rateur and nationally recognized chef 
by television's Master Chef, told at-
tendees at Wesson Chamber of Com-
merce's 27th annual banquet last 
month.

"You'll have bad days and amazing 
days, but falling on your face is an 
opportunity to grow," she said.  "With 
a passion for what you do, anything 
is possible.  Know what you want to 
reach, aim for the prize -- the target -- 
and make your mark."

Some 150 persons, including com-
munity leaders, business owners, state 
and local legislators and aldermen 
and educators, heard her advice at the 
banquet, which also was a venue for 
recognizing local people and organiza-
tions that made their own marks -- the 
Wesson Garden Club as Organization 
of the year, Ed and Sharon Ashley as 
Wesson Ageless Heroes, the late Wil-
liam Brown for community service, 
Wesson Volunteer Fire Department for 
public service, Janice Mullen Smith 
as Wesson Attendance Center (WAC) 

By Bob Arnold

Seeking to involve more persons 
from the community who are not 
part of the organization and en-
gage its current membership in do-
ing its work, the Wesson Chamber 
of Commerce intends to establish 
a number of working committees 
during 2020.
In the past, the Chamber board has 

largely planned and implemented its 
activities, but "things will change this 
year," Marty Stroud, incoming presi-
dent of the group, says.
The Chamber's new offi  cers and board 

members were introduced at its annu-
al banquet last month.  In addition to 
Stroud, they are
• Brent Duguid, Vice President

By Bob Arnold

A 45-year old carpentry business that 
started in a cow barn is Wesson's 2020 
Business of the Year.
The Wesson Chamber of Commerce 

honored The Carpenter Shop, its found-
er Jimmy Keys, who continues to work 
for the company, and Keith and Desiree 
Hart, its current owners, at its annual 
banquet.
Outgoing Chamber President Janet 

Currie said the company "can make 
anything from wood," adding that in-
creasing numbers of home builders and 
improvers seeking custom woodwork 
have paced its growth.  "Word-of-mouth 
advertising you can't Google has helped 
build its stellar reputation," Currie add-

• Libby Kirton, Secretary
• Marilyn Britt, Treasurer
• Board members Laura Smith, Nora 

Berch, Phillip Knight, Stephen Ashley, 
Dr. Stephanie Duguid and Dr. Steven 

Liverman, MD
• Emma Anderson will continue to as-

sist at Chamber events and play a cer-
emonial role as Founder's Day Queen 
until her successor is selected

Educator of the Year, Anita Cliburn 
as Co-Lin Educator of the Year and 
the Carpenter Shop as Business of the 
Year.

Dixon, a 
Brookhaven na-
tive, said she 
learned the les-
sons she was 
preaching in her 
winning bid to 
become Mis-
sissippi's 2002 
Miss Hospital-
ity, launching 
and operating 
Birdhouse Cafe, 
a popular Hat-
tiesburg spot that 
off ers a range 
of power food 
like acai bowls, 
vegan soups and 
house-made almond milk; and cooking 
competition that brought her nation-
al recognition on television's Master 
Chef.

Dixon's rise on Master Chef started 
with audition cooking and interviews 
in which she stood out among 22,000 

competitors and subsequent compe-
tition among the top 80 and then top 
40 chefs.  In the end, after reaching 

the show, she 
"dared to be 
authentic" even 
though it may 
have cost her 
the win.

"They wanted 
me to be South-
ern belle, but I 
didn't want to 
make South-
ern fried chick-
en, because 
that's not what 
I am passionate 
about.  When 
I decided to 
make healthy 
chicken, I knew 
I might not win 

the show, but opportunities came from 
that.  The good Lord made us all diff er-
ent.  Dare to be authentically you."

At tables adorned with Mardi Gras 
decor created and arranged by Janet 
Currie, the Chamber's outgoing pres-
ident and proprietor of the Another 

Time. . . .Another Place gift shop, the 
banquet attendees also heard Wesson 
Mayor Alton Shaw, Dr. Jane Hulon, 
Co-Lin president and WAC Principal 
Marilyn Phillips talk about how the 
town and its key institutions are mak-
ing their marks.

Shaw cited the $350,000 public li-
brary renovation project, a planned 
new $300,000 police department facil-
ity, continued development of the mu-
nicipal park and Wesson Garden Club 
tree planting.

Hulon pointed to a $6 million Career 
Tech Center at the Co-Lin Simpson 
County location, a diesel laboratory on 
its Natchez campus, a new president's 
home, interior renovation of Elsey Hall 
and upgrade of athletic facilities at 
Wesson.  Phillips noted the 92 percent 
graduation rate at WAC -- sixth best 
in the state, sixty-fi ve 2019 Wesson 
High School graduates who received 
$578,000 in scholarships and empha-
sis on assisting students in raising their 
ACT scores to qualify for scholarships.

The litany of local accomplishments 
underscored  the rationale for Dixon's 
remarks that followed:  

"What you do matters!"

cont. on page 12

Special to Wesson News

Katie Dixon 

Wesson News

News Wesson Chamber of offi  cers and board members (left to right) are Laura Smith, 
Marty Stroud (president), Nora Berch, Marilyn Britt (treasurer), Libby Kirton (secretary), 
Philip Knight, Brent Dugid, Dr. Steven Liverman, Dr. Stephanie Duguid and Stephen 
Ashley.
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Police Blotter
Special to Wesson News

During January, Wesson Police 
Department activity encompassed:  
Responses to:
• Three motor vehicle accidents
• One general information report
• Two stalking incidents
• One simple assault
• One malicious mischief
• One stolen fi rearm

Arrests & citations for:
• Two expired tags
• Two driving without a license or with a 
suspended license
• Four no insurance violations
• One possession of a controlled substance
• One open container violation
• One noise ordinance violation
• One stop sign violation
• One person picked up on a warrant for 
home repair fraud
• Three citations for city ordinance 
violations
Wesson Police conduct nightly business checks.  
On school days, they facilitate traffi  c fl ow at 
Wesson Attendance Center, with offi  cers on duty 
between 7 a.m. and 8 a.m. and 3 p.m. and 3:30 
p.m. 

FEBRUARY 25
Institute for Learning in Retirement day trip to Meridian will feature a tour 

of the MAX (Mississippi Arts & Entertainment Experience) and lunch at the 
historic Weidmann's Restaurant.  $105.   Departs Co-Lin Thames Center at 
7:15 a.m.  Call Co-Lin Program Coordinator and Events Coordinator Julie 
Wright (601-643-8705/julie.wright@colin.edu) and Tricia Russell (601-643-
8702/tricia.russell@colin.edu).
 FEBRUARY 27

Wesson Lions Club membership meeting.  Co-Lin Student Cafeteria.  
6:30 p.m. 
MARCH 3.

Institute for Learning in Retirement luncheon with entertainment provided 
by Brookmont String Plus, a 20-member dulcimer musical group.  $10.  Co-
Lin Thames Center.  10:30 a.m.

"Salvation Key Chains," an Institute for Learning in Retirement crafts 
workshop led by Patsy Berch.  $10.  Follows the luncheon at Co-Lin 
Thames Center at 12:30 p.m.

Wesson Board of Aldermen meet.  Wesson City Hall.  6 p.m.
MARCH 6 

Goin' To Town Car Show sponsored by Fielder's Pro Shop and 
Brookhaven Tourism Council starts and continues on March 7.  Vehicles 
of all sorts.  More than 200 entries expected.  Pre Entry $10.  $15 day 
of show.  Donwtown Brookhaven.  Call T-Tommy at 601-833-8620 or 
Brookhaven-Lincoln County Chamber of Commerce at 601-833-1411.
CONTINUING

Alcoholics Anonymous meets at convenient times seven days of 
every week.  First United Methodist Church, 215 West Cherokee Street, 
Brookhaven.  Open meetings are Mondays at noon and Tuesdays (Big 
Book Study), Fridays and Saturdays at 7:30 p.m.  Closed meetings are 
Wednesdays and Fridays (Big Book Study) at noon and Thursdays and 
Sundays at 7:30 p.m.

Overeaters Anonymous meets every Tuesday.  Church of the Redeemer 
Episcopal, downtown Brookhaven.  6 p.m.  Call 601-754-0213 for 
information.

Brookhaven Regional Arts Guild members work on projects every 
Thursday of the month from 9 a.m.-12 noon at the Brookhaven-Lincoln 
County Public Library in the Vernon Room when it is available.  

FEBRUARY 11
Diabetes support group.  Meets weekly on Tuesdays.  Education 

Annex at King's Daughters Medical Center, Brookhaven.  1:30 p.m.  For 
information, call Natalie Ybarra at 601-835-9489.                        

Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) and VFW Auxiliary Post 2618 meet.  
$5 for meal.  VFW Hall on Industrial Park Road, Brookhaven.  5:30 p.m.

Copiah County Master Gardeners meets.  Mississippi State University 
Extension Offi  ce at Gallman.  5 p.m. business meeting.  

American Legion John Edwards Post 12  meets.  All members, veterans 
and their spouses are welcome.  Jimmy Furlow Senior Citizens Center. 4 
p.m.  For information, call 601-835-8137.

NAMI 4Rivers family support group meets on the second Thursday of 
each month.  Free, confi dential and peer-led, the group includes caregivers 
and loved ones of individuals living with mental illness.  Cannon Hall at 
First Episcopal Church, Brookhaven.  6:30 p.m.-8 p.m.
FEBRUARY 13

Institute for Learning in Retirement luncheon. Stacie Cross from 
Brookhaven speaking about the American Cancer Society -- its research 
work, patient resources and 106 years of care giving in communities. $5. 
Co-Lin Thames Center.  10:30 a.m. 

Wesson Lions Club meets.  Co-Lin Student Cafeteria.  5:30  p.m. 
(Board).  6:30 p.m. (Membership).  
FEBRUARY 15

Downtown Jazzed Up, Brookhaven Mardi Gras party.  Cajun cook 
off .  Jumpies & face painting for kids.  Beignets.  Beads for everyone.  
Second line parade.  Downtown Brookhaven.  Street dancing.  4 p.m.-9 
p.m.
FEBRUARY 17

Blood drive every second and fourth Monday.  King's Daughters Medical 
Center Hospital Annex.  1 p.m.- 6 p.m.  Call 800-817-7449 for information.  

Beginner clogging classes for persons of all ages beyond fi ve-years-
old are held every Monday night.  A small fee is charged each month.  
Brookhaven Recreation Department on Highway 51.  Call 601-833-3791.  
FEBRUARY 18

"Myths of World War II," Institute for Learning in Retirement worksho will 
be led by members of the Co-Lin Centurions, a club focused on history 
scholarship.  $3.  Co-Lin Thames Center. 10 a.m. 

American Legion Post #79 meets.  American Legion Lodge on Main 
Street, Wesson.  6:30 p.m.  For information, call 601-563-5438. 

February weather forecast:  The Old Farmer's Almanac calls for an average temperature of 48 
degrees F (one degree above average) with precipitation of 4 inches (one inch below average).  
February 12 - 16:  Rainy periods; cold, the mild.  February 17-21:  Sunny, cold.  February 22-26:  Rain, 
the sunny, cold.  February 27-29:  Rainy, mild.

Community Calendar

Email Community Calendar items to bobarnold@wessonnews.com

$25

www.facebook.com/WessonNews

Like us on 
Facebook
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& Rental

Fun and Quality
Education
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& Rental

Instrument Repair
& Rental

Instrument Repair

Fun and Quality
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Fun and Quality
Education

Fun and Quality Allred’s
Pharmacy & Gifts
214 W. Gallatin St. Hazlehurst, MS 39083

601-894-3571
Open Mon-Fri 8-6 Sat 8-5

Serving the Copiah County area for over 100 years

Legislature, businesses, elections & police
Special to Wesson News

Legislature convenes.   Mississippi 
lawmakers convened the 2020 legisla-
tive session in early January and will 
continue their work in Jackson until 
May 10, having almost a month and a 
half longer than last year to hash out 
a budget. Thousands of bills, ranging 
from Medicaid expansion to increasing 
teachers' pay, prison reforms, changing 
the state fl ag and letting college athletes 
profi t from their likeness, will be intro-
duced, with most of them dying in com-
mittee and never discussed in the House 
or Senate.

New businesses.  An array of new 
businesses have opened in Wesson over 
the past year, and the Wesson Chamber 
of Commerce banquet last month pro-
vided an opportunity to celebrate them.  
Outgoing Chamber 
President Janet Currie 
cited fi ve new additions 
to the local economy:  
Loddie Jane's Mono-
grams and More, whose 
proprietor is Laura 
Smith.  Phil-Am Pro-
duce, a fruits and veg-
etables store operated 
by Wilma Turnbo on Highway 51 in 
front of the Mill Town Mall.  Steel Out-
doors and Alpha Machine & Welding, 
metal fabricators owner and managed 
by Dwayne McLemore.  McLemore 
also opened a retail outlet for big name 
brand bows and archery supplies. A 
fashion nails service operated by Haley 
Andrews in the Mill Town Mall.  Park 
Place Ice Cream operated by Michael 
and Jennifer Johnson across from the 

municipal park. 
Precinct change.  Mississippi prima-

ry elections are March 10, and Wesson 
voters will cast their ballots at a new 
polling precinct then and during future 
elections.  The precinct will move from 
its long-time home at Wesson City Hall 
to the American Legion Post #79 Hall at 
1014 Main Street in Wesson, District 2 
Copiah County Election Commissioner 
Frances Taylor reports.

WPD hires.  The Wesson Police 
Department (WPD) has hired two new 
offi  cers -- Jeremy Tolle, full time, and 
Kelsey Evans, part time, and has as-
signed Ron Boyce to enforcing codes 
and ordinances for the town.  Tolle will 
attend the 12-week training program 
for police offi  cers at Pearl in May and 
Evans will attend the part-time offi  -

cers police academy in 
Simpson County.  Part 
time WPD Offi  cer Ter-
rell Davis has resigned.

Symphony seeks 
players.  The Ole Brook 
Wind Symphony needs 
woodwind, brass and 
percussion players as 

its April spring concert approaches (the 
date has not been set).  Its practices, 
which are on Tuesday nights and run for 
about two hours, started in the Alexan-
der Junior High band room in Brookha-
ven last month.  In addition to the spring 
concert, it also performs during the hol-
iday season.  The Brookhaven-based 
community wind symphony is looking 
for new members at least 15 years old 
who just like to play.  Professional ex-

perience is not necessary.
Second Amendment Sanctuary.  

Lawrence County's Board of Super-
visors has joined a growing national 
movement to adopt Second Amend-
ment sanctuary county resolutions.  In 
passing the resolution, the Board voted 
to oppose any eff orts to "unconstitution-
ally restrict" Second Amendment Rights 
through any "legal means at its dispos-

al," such as withholding public funds or 
directing local law enforcement author-
ities not to enforce an "unconstitutional 
law."  Mississippi Sheepdogs is advo-
cating adoption of the measure across 
the state. 

Nominated for honor.  Mandy Hart 
Case, Co-Lin Automation and Control 
Technology Instruction is a fi nalist to 
receive the 2020 American Technical 
Education Association (ATEA) Instruc-
tor of the Year Award.  In March, she 
will travel to the ATEA national con-
ference at Camden, New Jersey, where 
the recipient will be announced.  Auto-
mation and control technology is an en-
gineering program with a broad range 
of applications in which students fi nd 
jobs in the medical fi eld and manufac-
turing.  Case received her Associates 
Degree at Co-Lin, earned a BS in indus-
trial and manufacturing engineering at 
Louisiana State University and worked 
for the Mississippi Department of En-
vironmental Quality and United Parcel 
before coming to Co-Lin in 2015.

Lottery sales. Last month, some 
1,350 retailers across 82 counties in 
Mississippi, including  convenience, 
grocery and tobacco stores, casinos and 
barber shops, started selling Powerball 
and Mega Millions lottery tickets in ad-
dition to scratch-off  tickets they have 
been selling since late last year.  Over 
the next decade, up to $80 million a 
year from lottery proceeds will help 
fund Mississippi roads and bridges, and 
revenues beyond $80 million will sup-
port public education through the state's 
Education Enhancement Fund 

Special to Wesson News

The Theta Chapter of the Delta Kappa 
Gamma Society International of Copiah 
and Lincoln counties presented the 2019-
2020 Red Rose Award to Dr. Stephanie 
Duguid (left), Co-Lin Dean of Academic 
Instruction.  The Red Rose Award 
recognizes and promotes the work of 
women whose accomplishments have 
benefi tted education and the status of 
women in educational leadership roles.  
Presenting the award is Polly Ann 
White, president of Theta Chapter.  



4 February 11, 2020Wesson News

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance 
from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help
cover the services you’re most likely to use —

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive 
Benefits Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. 
Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is 
not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-4433 or respond for similar offer. Certificate 
C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: 
P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120
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Here’s the information
you requested on Dental insurance

FIRST-CLASS MAIL

X-rays CrownsCleanings Fillings Dentures

Call now to get this FREE 
Information Kit!

1-866-835-3416
dental50plus.com/92

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but save more 
with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum

By Guest Columnist Shaw Furlow

 It’s time once 
again for The 
Natchez Literary 
and Cinema Cel-
ebration. Begun 
in 1990 by Co-
Lin and spon-
sored now by the 
college and Mis-
sissippi Depart-
ment of Archives 
and History with 
support of the 
Natchez National Historical Park, the 
Celebration annually presents a theme-
based lecture series enhanced by fi lms, 
fi eld trips, workshops, exhibits, book 
signings, concerts, and discussions.  
The Celebration begins February 27 
and runs through February 29 at var-
ious Natchez locations. This year’s 
theme is "Visits, Vittles and Vines: the 
Culture of Southern Hospitality," un-
derscoring its focus on food and gar-
dening.  
 The Celebration has won numerous 
awards for its outstanding program-
ming, including a Cultural Olym-
piad Award, Best Event of the Year 
Award at the Governor's Conference 
on Tourism, the Mississippi Tourism 
Award, the Mississippi Historical So-
ciety's Award of Merit, the Mississip-
pi Humanities Council Humanities 

Achievement Award, the College Pub-
lic Relations Association of Missis-
sippi Award, and the 2011 Governor's 
Award for Excellence in the Arts.
 The Celebration is made possible 
by the Mississippi Humanities Coun-
cil through a grant from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities and a 
$100,000 National Endowment for the 
Humanities Challenge Grant that was 
successfully matched dollar for dollar.
 There will be lectures and smaller 
focus meetings throughout the week-
end, all free to Celebration attend-
ees.  Dr. Jane Hulon, 
Co-Lin president, will 
welcome the guests at 
the opening ceremony 
at 8:30 a.m. on Febru-
ary 27 at the Natchez 
convention Center.  
Joining Dr. Hulon will 
be Darryl Grennell, 
Mayor of Natchez and 
Sandra Barns, Co-Lin Natchez Vice 
President.
 This year, the Thad Cochran Award 
for Achievement in the Humanities 
will be presented to Ann J. Abadie, 
professor emeritus at the  University of 
Mississippi, and founding member of 
the Southern Foodways Alliance, The 
Southern Foodways Alliance is based 
at the University of Mississippi and 
is part of the Center for the Study of 
Southern Culture, which collects oral 

histories, produces fi lms and podcasts, 
publishes great writing, sponsors 
scholarships, mentors students, and 
stages events that serve as progressive 
and inclusive catalysts for the greater 
South.
 The Celebration will hear Adrian 
Miller of Denver, award-winning au-
thor of Soul Food and most recently, 
The President’s Kitchen Cabinet.  It 
will also present the Richard Wright 
Award for Literary Excellence to 
well-known and gifted chef and au-
thor, Martha Hall Foose.  Foose, a 

native of the Missis-
sippi Delta, is a James 
Beard Award Winner 
for American Cook-
ing, author of several 
books on food, a pro-
lifi c story teller and 
former Executive Chef 
at the Viking Cooking 
School.

 Chef Robert St. John and watercol-
orist Wyatt Waters from Mississippi 
Public Broadcasting's (MPB) "Palate 
to Palette," who travel the state sam-
pling foods from the Delta to the Coast 
and painting local scenes along the 
way, will be sharing their adventures 
and show clips from their show. 
 Additionally “Thinking of Home: 
The Faulkner House and Rowan Oak,” 
a short fi lm by Larry Wells and Kath-
leen Wickham will be screened at 5:30 

p.m. on Thursday.
 Felder Rushing, MPB’s "Gestalt Gar-
dener" will spread his knowledge of 
Southern plants with his presentation 
of "Over and Under the Fence: South-
ern Gardening as Social Glue" and 
John Grady Burns, Natchez author and 
fl oral designer, will discuss "Southern 
Garden Design."
 There will be several ticketed events 
as well, including a luncheon at the 
Carriage House, tours, and “Dinner 
with Hamilton & other Broadway 
Hits," with a special Broadway cast 
performing selections from "Hamil-
ton: An American Musical" and other 
hit Broadway musicals during a seated 
dinner.
 Emily Williams is in her fi rst year at 
the helm of Celebration, after serving 
in several roles in past years.  “It’s a 
bit overwhelming, but this will be a 
great celebration this year,” she says.  
For further information on events go 
to nlcc@colin.edu.
 I highlighted just few of the many events 
that are going on, and challenge you to see 
how many you can attend.  That’s it for 
now my friends.  Support the arts.
EDITOR'S NOTE:  R.  Shaw Furlow 
is a local composer, musician and 
arts promoter.  He produces an in-
ternet-based video show -- From the 
Shadyside -- that spotlights area musi-
cal talent and is a consultant to school 
bands in the region.
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Literary event to focus on food, gardening
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• Honoring ALL policies and arrangements made and 
written by any other funeral service provider
• Most Experienced Staff  to serve your family
• Most Spacious Facility offered in our area
• Best Priced and Most Thoughtfully arranged services
• Offering the most affordable pricing on 
Pre-Arrangements or Time of  Need Services
• Also offering Monuments and Markers for all 
Cemeteries for any budget

Serving your family with Christian values

601-833-6680
76 US-51, Brookhaven  www.riverwoodfamily.com

Party celebrates Mardi Gras
Special to Wesson News

The Brookaven-Lincoln County 
Chamber of Commerce (BLCCC) will 
host area Mardi Gras celebrants again 
for the fourth consecutive year on Sat-
urday in downtown Brookhaven. 

Downtown Jazzed Up, which BLC-
CC inaugurated in 2017, returns to 
Brookhaven on February 15 from 4 
p.m. to 9 p.m. with an array of fami-
ly-friendly events, including a Cajun 
cook off ,  jumpies and face painting for 
kids, a New Orleans style beignets cafe, 
a second line parade led by a jazz band 
and street party with dancing, plus any-
thing else participants in the festivities 
want to bring to the party.  "And there 
will be beads, beads and more beads," 
says BLCCC and Tourism Council Pro-
gram Director Katie Nations.

From 4-6 p.m., downtown Brookha-
ven visitors can sample Cajun food 
entries vying to win the cook off  and 
enjoy beignets and coff ee at a side-
walk cafe hosted by 39th District 
Mississippi State Senator Sally Doty 
in front of her law offi  ce.  Children 
can romp and play in a play area with 
jumpies, games and entertainment.

At 6 p.m., the second line parade 
begins -- a tradition that traces to New 
Orleans brass band Mardi Gras pa-
rades in which second liners, twirling 
a parasol or handkerchief in the air, 
jumped in, following  the "main line" 

or "fi rst line" primary section of the 
parades just to enjoy the music behind 
the members of a group with a parad-
ing permit and the brass band.  It has 
been called "the quintessential New 
Orleans art form – a jazz funeral with-
out a body." In general, the New Orle-
ans second line parades also lack the 
slow hymns and dirges characteristic 
of jazz funerals.  In Brookhaven, there 
will just be second liners following a 
brass band playing festive jazz.  Peo-
ple who cannot or will not walk in the 

parade are encouraged to ride bikes, 
golf carts and scooters decorated for 
the occasion.

The celebration concludes with a 
street party from 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.  
Four Way Stop will provide music for 
dancing.

Individuals and restaurateurs alike can 
enter their specialty Cajun foods in four 
categories -- gumbo, jambalaya, etouf-
fee and red beans and rice -- in the cook 
off .  An overall winner and winners in 
each category will be recognized.

Senator Doty's beignet cafe returns 
for the second year in front of her law 
offi  ces at 213 S. Railroad Avenue in 
Brookhaven following its inaugural 
success last year when she off ered it 
spontaneously to the party.

"We invite others to follow the Sena-
tor's example, and bring a contribution 
to the party as you like to make it big-
ger and better," says BLCC's Nations.

To enter the cook off  or for informa-
tion, call 601-833-1411 or email ad-
min@brookhavenchamber.com.

Wesson News

GIFT CARD: $100 Visa Gift Card fulfilled by Protect Your Home through third-party provider, Mpell, upon installation of a security system and execution of monitoring contract. $4.95 shipping and 
handling fee, gift cards can take up to 8 weeks to arrive after following the Mpell redemption process. BASIC SYSTEM: $99 Installation. 36-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per 
month ($1,007.64). 24-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($671.76) for California. Offer applies to homeowners only. Basic system requires landline phone. Offer valid for 
new ADT Authorized Premier Provider customers only and not on purchases from ADT LLC. Cannot be combined with any other offer. The $27.99 Offer does not include Quality Service Plan (QSP), 
ADT’s Extended Limited Warranty. ADT Pulse: ADT Pulse Interactive Solutions Services (“ADT Pulse”), which help you manage your home environment and family lifestyle, require the purchase and/or 
activation of an ADT alarm system with monitored burglary service and a compatible computer, cell phone or PDA with Internet and email access. These ADT Pulse services do not cover the operation or 
maintenance of any household equipment/systems that are connected to the ADT Pulse equipment. All ADT Pulse services are not available with the various levels of ADT Pulse. All ADT Pulse services 
may not be available in all geographic areas. You may be required to pay additional charges to purchase equipment required to utilize the ADT Pulse features you desire. ADT PULSE + VIDEO: ADT 
Pulse + Video installation is an additional $299. 36-month monitoring contract required from ADT Pulse + Video: $58.99 per month, ($2,123.64), including Quality Service Plan (QSP). GENERAL: For 
all offers, the form of payment must be by credit card or electronic charge to your checking or savings account, satisfactory credit history is required and termination fee applies. Certain packages require 
approved landline phone. Local permit fees may be required. Certain restrictions may apply. Additional monitoring fees required for some services. For example, Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and 
Emergency Alert monitoring requires purchase and/or activation of an ADT security system with monitored Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert devices and are an additional charge. 
Additional equipment may be purchased for an additional charge. Additional charges may apply in areas that require guard response service for municipal alarm verification. Prices subject to change. 
Prices may vary by market. Some insurance companies offer discounts on Homeowner’s Insurance. Please consult your insurance company. Photos are for illustrative purposes only and may not reflect 
the exact product/service actually provided. Licenses: AL-19-001104, AR-CMPY.0001725 AZ-ROC217517, CA-ACO6320, CT-ELC.0193944-L5, DC-EMS902653, DC-602516000016, DE-07-212, 
FL-EC13003427, EC13003401, GA-LVA205395, IA-AS-0206, ID-ELE-SJ-39131, IL-127.001042, IN-C.P.D. Reg. No. – 19-08088, City of Indianapolis: LAC-000156, KY-City of Louisville: 483, LA-F1914, 
LA-F1915, LA-F1082, MA-1355C, MD-107-1626, ME-LM50017382, MI-3601205773, MN-TS01807, MO-City of St. Louis: CC#354, St. Louis County: 95091, MS-15007958, MT-PSP-ELS-LIC-247, 
NC-25310-SP-FA/LV, NC-1622-CSA, NE-14451, NJ Burglar Alarm Lic. # -NJ-34BF00021800, NM-353366, NV-0068518, City of Las Vegas: 3000008296, NY-Licensed by the N.Y.S. Department of 
State UID#12000317691, NYS #12000286451, OH-53891446, City of Cincinnati: AC86, OK-AC1048, OR-170997, Pennsylvania Home Improvement Contractor Registration Number: PA022999, 
RI-3582, RI-7508, SC-BAC5630, SD- 1025-7001-ET, TN-1520, TX-B13734, ACR-3492, UT-6422596-6501, VA-115120, VT-ES-2382(7C), WA-602588694/ECPROTEYH934RS, WI-City of Milwaukee: 
PAS-0002790, WV-WV042433, WY-LV-G-21499. 3750 Priority Way South Dr. Indianapolis, IN 46240 ©2017 DEFENDERS, Inc. dba Protect Your Home DF-CD-NP-Q419

LIMITED TIME OFFER—CALL TODAY! 

1-866-216-5805
Ask about same-day 

installation!
Offer Expires

January 15, 2020

Save Now On Home Security
Monitored by ADT® the #1

home security company in the U.S.

ADT® 24/7 Monitored Home Security
24/7 monitoring provides peace of mind

Yard sign and window decals help deter crime

 Quickly connect to emergency response

May qualify for a homeowners insurance discount

FREE HOME SECURITY SYSTEM

$850
VALUE

FREE SECURITY SYSTEM
New customers only. Early termination

fee applies. Installation starts
at $99 with 36 monitoring
agreement. See all offer 
details below.

VISA® GIFT CARD
From Protect Your Home
—$100 Value
7 WIRELESS
DOOR/WINDOW 
SENSORS —$695 VALUE!

FREE

FREE

WIRELESS REMOTE 
CONTROL
—$139 Value
DIGITAL CAMERA
When you upgrade to ADT 
Pulse® + Video —$299 VALUE!

FREE

FREE

See all offer details below.

May qualify for a homeowners insurance discount PER MONTH

MONITORING

GREAT

LOW
PRICE
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People pace economic development
Special to Wesson News

 When Arthur Lee Evans, Jr., direc-
tor of the Copiah County Econom-
ic Development District (CCEDD) 
looks back on 2019, he recalls the hot 
summer day when some 300 persons 
turned out to learn about and apply for 
thirty jobs at the former Advance Auto 
warehouse and trucking depot, which 
Premier Transportation had just taken 
over to house a new national distribu-
tion facility.

"People are the center of our indus-
trial recruiting efforts -- particularly the 
Copiah County workforce," says Ev-
ans.  "Our workforce is skilled, ready 
to work, and wants to work.  The Pre-
mier event dramatically showcased the 
enthusiasm of our workers."

 Evans doesn't know how CCEDD 
industrial development activities will 
bear fruit in 2020, but he is confident 
they will because of these people.

Among other things, Evans believes 
several existing Copiah County indus-
trial employers may be expanding this 
year in the wake of what he describes 
as two important "wins" in 2019 -- the 
location of the Georgia-based Premier 
Transportation warehouse and trucking 
operations at Gallman and expansion 
of Steel Outdoors and Alpha Machine 
& Welding, metal fabricators moved 
by Dwayne McLemore from his Ha-
zlehurst backyard, into the former API 
Technologies facility at Wesson.

Both Premier and McLemore's 
plants are breathing new life into va-
cated industrial space, while providing 
jobs in Copiah County.  "These were 
two big wins," Evans says.

Premier Transportation, head-
quartered at Forest Park, Georgia, 
near Atlanta, is an irregular route 
common and contract carrier, which 
specializes in providing integrated 
transportation and logistics solutions 
to the retail and consumer products 
industries nationwide.  Steel Out-
doors sells more than thirty products 
throughout the United States, includ-
ing varied types of deer feeders, deer 
blinds, fire pits and cookers and met-

al art.  Alpha Machine & Welding 
engineers, builds and installs custom 
metal products for saw mills, food 
plants and other industrial customers 
located predominantly in Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia and 
Tennessee.  

At Wesson, McLemore also opened 
a retail outlet for bows and archery 
supplies, targeting a multi-state region-
al market.

Premier and the McLemore com-
panies are part of a robust and diver-
sified Copiah County industrial sector 
encompassing forestry, poultry, manu-
facturing, including metal fabrication, 
plastics and chemicals; and trucking 
and distribution.  While CCEDD fo-
cuses on building this industrial sector, 
Evans also seeks to support the coun-
ty's municipal  officials, who work on 
building the commercial sector.

"Last year, new restaurants -- Popey-
es in Crystal Springs and Dumps Bar-
beque in Wesson -- and retailers, like 

Dollar Market in Georgetown -- boost-
ed local tax bases as well as provided 
employment opportunities in the com-
mercial sector," Evans says.

An unemployment rate that fluctu-
ated between 5.5 percent and 6.5 per-
cent during 2019 testifies to Copiah 
County's economic health and ability 
to keep people employed.   

Co-Lin and the Job Corps program 
are important job training components 
that equip the Copiah County work-
force to meet business needs.   And a 
key factor over the past few years in ad-
vancing the county's economic health, 
Evans notes, has been CCEDD's part-
nership with Co-Lin to make Copiah 
County a Certified Work Ready Com-
munity -- and, in the process, promote 
its skilled workforce.   

The program of ACT, the Iowa-based 
testing service that works broadly 
in lifelong learning to help people 
achieve their potentials for success in 
schools and workplaces, features the 

WorkKey Assessment.  Co-Lin ad-
ministers the exam, through which 
the county's emerging workforce (i.e., 
high school and college students), ex-
isting and transitional workers earn 
National Career Readiness Certificates 
(NCRC) by demonstrating their com-
petency in essential workplace skills -- 
critical thinking, mathematical reason-
ing and problem solving; and reading 
and comprehending graphic materials 
and written information to solve prob-
lems and make decisions.  Employers 
are not only attracted by the skilled 
workers, but can use data generated by 
the WRC certification process to build 
better job descriptions for recruiting 
employees, identifying qualified job 
applicants and pinpointing skills gaps 
for training workers.

Workers aren't the only Copiah 
County people asset in economic de-
velopment, Evans points out, lauding 
the county's "business-friendly" com-
munity, including a board of supervi-
sors that will work with prospective 
employers on infrastructure and tax 
issues and leadership in both the pub-
lic and private sectors that cooperate 
in welcoming new businesses.  Ev-
ans singles out Mayors Linda Harris 
(Beauregard), Sally Garland (Crystal 
Springs), Russ Dubose (Georgetown), 
Shirley Sandifer (Hazlehurst), Alton 
Shaw (Wesson) and their aldermen, 
"who work hard on commercial de-
velopment even as they struggle with 
issues around streets, water and sew-
age." 

To spread the word about Copiah 
County, Evans' primary tool is a web 
site -- www.copiahworks.com/eco-
nomic-development -- that also touts 
the county's industrial park at Gallman, 
central location geographically in the 
country, convenience to an interstate 
highway, water, rail and air transporta-
tion along with the workforce.

"I am optimistic about things hap-
pening in Copiah County during 
2020," Evans summarizes.  "We have 
a lot of assets, but our people make the 
difference."

Wesson News
Office manager Brenda Harper and Executive Director Arthur Lee Evans, Jr. keep work of 
Copiah County Economic Development District on track.



Wesson NewsFebruary 11, 2020 7

Sports Bar & Restaurant 

Happy Hour 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.   Trivia on Tuesdays   Open Mic Night Wed. 8 p.m.   Live Music Fri. & Sat.  8 p.m. 
Steaks Served While Supply Lasts Starting Thursdays.  Baseball on Big Screen TV.

3 p.m.-10 p.m. Monday (bar only). 12 Noon-10 p.m. Tuesday-Friday.  2 p.m-10 p.m. Saturday.

505 West Monticello Street  Brookhaven  601-990-2366

Steaks served starting Thursdays &
continuing while supply lasts.  Our

menu also features homemade burgers,
fried chicken & barbeque pork & chicken.

WEEKDAY LUNCHES
Tuesday-Friday. 11 a.m.-2 p.m

SUNDAY LUNCH 
11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.

 
601-643-9035

1193 Highway 51  Wesson, MS

SHOP ‘N WASH
510 Main Street • Wesson

601-643-5676 • Open Everyday

HUNT
BROTHERS

PIZZA
Whole or By the Hunk

Food Now Served
From Our New Kitchen.

CHICKEN ON
A STICK • SWEET TEA •

Dining GuideDining GuideDining GuideDining GuideDining Guide

WESSON AREA 
DINING GUIDE

Mailed for Free to every home in the 39191 Zip Code

For More Info Call 601-990-3003
Bob Arnold, Editor

advertise your
restaurant here

February 14
4:30-8:00

$49.99
2 16 oz Ribeye Steaks
2 salads
2 baked potato or fries
2 texas toast
2 Drinks
2 DessertsGood Home Cooking

1096 Highway 51, Wesson, MS   (601) 643-5100

Valentines Day SpecialValentines Day Special
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BANKRUPTCY

Richard R. Grindstaff
Attorney At Law

CHAPTER 13
DEBT CONSOLIDATION

$200 +  court cost
             gets it filed

WE ARE A DEBT RELIEF AGENCY, WE HELP PEOPLE FILE FOR BANKRUPTCY RELIEF UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE

120 SouthPointe Dr - Suite D
Byram, MS

601-346-6443

512 Schwem Ave
Brookhaven, MS

601-684-1798

CHAPTER 7
DEBT ELIMINATION

$545 +  court cost
             uncontested

Tennis teams look for good years

Special to Wesson News

Under new fi rst-year head coach 
Dana Hale, Co-Lin's men and women 
tennis teams are looking for good years 
in a new tennis court complex.

The 2020 Lady Wolves are looking to 
defend their 2019 MACJC/NJCAA Re-
gion XXIII Championship, while Hale 
says the men's goal is "to compete in 
every match that we play and pick up 
some upsets a long the way."

Two sophomores will boost the men 
-- Jordi Morey from Barcelona, Spain, 
and a Jones College transfer, who is 
skilled in every discipline of the game, 
with strong fi rst and second serves that 
set up wins; and Skyler Rasberry from 
Wesson, who brings talent and a strong 
mental game to the court.

Two Wesson freshman are among the 

new faces that will help the men -- Sam-
uel Boutwell, a tough competitor from 
Enterprise High School, and Andrew 
Hulon, a stoic player who outlasts op-
ponents with his patience.  Other new 
faces on the men's team are Duncan 
Falvey, a Brookhaven na-
tive who is not only skilled 
in many areas of the game, 
but keeps the atmosphere 
light and fun; Preston 
Ivy, a Magee native who 
plays a long game on the court and, 
like Hulon, outlasts opponents with his 
patience; Tyler Leggett, another Enter-
prise High School product and a very 
strong doubles player; John Ready, a 
freshman from Monticello who is very 
aggressive at the net and uses his height 
and strength to his advantage; and Ju-

lian Toloza, a Bogota, Colombia, native 
with a lot of pop in his racquet, and has 
a very strong serve and great volley 
game.

"Our men had a good showing in fall 
pre-season play," says Hale. "We have 

a great group of guys who 
will work well together and 
are very diligent about prac-
tice."

Three  defending state 
champions return to the 

women's squad for their sophomore 
campaigns -- Paula Coronado, a Bo-
gota, Colombia, native, who won the 
doubles state title a year ago, with her 
big serve and strength in every aspect of 
the game; Madison Shows, a Simpson 
Academy graduate from Mendenhall, 
who is a leader on and off  the court, and 

picks her shots nicely; and Madison's 
twin sister Mckenzie Shows, a power-
house player, strong and aggressive at 
the net.

New to the women are three freshmen 
who look to make an immediate impact 
on the lineup -- Susana Patino from 
Bogota, Colombia, who is solid in ev-
ery facet of the game, an aggressive net 
player and a coach on the court;  Gracie 
Phillips, a Copiah Academy graduate, 
who is a team leader and solid player; 
Britany Barnett, a Brookhaven native, 
who will be exciting to watch. 

"This team is good enough to reach 
and win the state tournament again," 
says Hale. "We have set the bar and we 
want to get back to that level and com-
pete in the regional tournament.  Our 
returners set the tone for our team." 

Special to Wesson News
Co-Lin men's tennis team.

Special to Wesson News
Lady Wolves tennis team.
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Roland Price
110 Market Place
Hazlehurst, MS 39083

MarketplaceMotors.net
601-750-2277

Across from Walmart

Just bring in your last pay stub and your 
down payment and drive out TODAY!

•2014 Ford Escape SE, Leather, Low Miles, Great gas mileage, Like new.
•2013  Chevrolet Equinox LTZ, Leather, Back up Camera, Pioneer, Nice, Nice.
•2013 F150 Lariat Super Crew, One owner, Leather Buckets, Low Mileage, Like New.
•2012 F150 Supercab 4x4, one owner, tilt, cruise, Tow Package, Bed Liner.
•2011 Chevrolet Suburban LTZ Package, Leather, Sunroof, Navigation, DVD, Like New.
•2013 Dodge Journey SXT, 6 Cylinder Engine, Low Mileage, 3rd Row Seat, Rear Air.
•2011 Ford Explorer Limited, New Body Style, One Owner, Leather, Backup Camera, 3rd Row.
•2010 Ford F150 Super Crew, XLT, One Owner, 2wd, New Tires, Loaded, Sprayed Bed Liner.
•2009 Chevrolet Suburban LTZ Package, Leather, Sunroof, Navigation, DVD, Like New.
•2008 Chevrolet Suburban LTZ Package, Leather, Sunroof, Navigation, Backup Camera.
•2013 Volkswagen Tiguan SE 4motion, One Owner, Leather Low Mileage, New Tires!
•2008 Toyota Avalon Limited, Leather, Sun Roof, Dual Power Seats, Super Nice!
•2008 Nissan Maxima SL, Sun Roof, Leather, Low Miles, Great Car!
•2011 Buick Enclave CXL One owner, Leather, 3rd row, New Tires, Like new!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

2013 Volvo XC60

2013 Kia Sorento Ex

3.2, Premier Leather, Navi, Moon Roof, Backup Camera, Low mileage

Leather, Low Miles, Backup Camera, Bluetooth, Nice!

LITTLE LOT - BIG SAVINGS

WE FINANCE

Trucks and SUVs In Stock Now!
Wesson News

Job fair highlights 
economic development

By Bob Arnold

Job seekers, including Co-Lin stu-
dents and members of the public 
off -campus, will meet the people with 
the jobs at Co-Lin's annual matchmak-
ing event next month.  The Pathways 
Job Fair will bring a record number of 
employers to the college's Thames Cen-
ter on the Wesson campus on March 19.

"It will be the biggest event since Co-
Lin started matching job seekers to em-
ployers, with some 100 companies on 
hand to hire needed workers or at least 
start conversations with prospective 
employees," says Stephenie Sullivan, 
the college's Workforce Education di-
rector.

"It's an opportunity for job hunters to 
learn about employment opportunities 
throughout the seven-county Co-Lin 
district, including summer work pro-
grams, internships and apprenticeships; 
network with representatives of leading 
employers in Mississippi, and actually 
apply for jobs."

Prior to the event, Co-Lin will off er 
its students assistance in creating win-
ning resumes and sharpening their inter-
view skills, Sullivan says. 

The event is an important part of Co-
Lin's economic development mission 
geared to preparing a skilled labor force 
in its district,  including  traditional class-
room work leading to Career Tech de-
grees for regular students, short-term cer-
tifi cate programs for workers, ongoing 
activities to connect with employers and 
meet their workforce needs, and partner-
ing with economic developers and local 
government offi  cials who recruit indus-
trial and commercial employers.  The 
Co-Lin district encompasses Adams, 
Copiah, Franklin, Jeff erson, Lawrence, 
Lincoln and Simpson counties.

New this year will be a day-long En-
trepreneurial Summit in June for per-
sons who have started or want to start 
and operate their own businesses.  Co-
Lin is still planning the event, but the 
college expects to partner with a state 
agency to produce it.

"We're talking about basic Entrepre-
neurship 101 -- a roadmap on starting 
and sustaining businesses that intro-
duces resources and connects to people 
who can assist," says Sullivan.

Co-Lin's Workforce Education pro-
gram will also continue to off er its fa-

miliar training menu geared to prepar-
ing emergency medical technicians, 
nurses, medical and legal assistants; and 
welders.   Increasingly, however, Co-
Lin will take its courses off  the Wesson 
campus, Sullivan says.

"We're going to students so they don't 
have to come to us," she explains.  Re-
cent medical assistants training at Nat-
chez and nursing assistants training at 
the Co-Lin Simpson County Center 
and in Franklin County highlight the 
approach.  This semester, emergency 
medical response courses and nursing 
assistants training will be off ered in 
Franklin and Lawrence counties.

Continuing as well is Co-Lin's support 
of the ACT Work Ready program.  In all 
seven Co-Lin district counties, emerg-
ing, existing and transitional workforc-
es have been certifi ed as Work Ready as 
a result of performance by employees 
and job seekers on the WorkKeys As-
sessment administered by the college.

"We're now focused on maintaining 
the Work Ready status of the counties 
and helping economic developers and 
employers use data generated by the 
testing," Sullivan says.

Building partnerships and relation-
ships with businesses and other em-
ployers is the ground of all this Co-Lin 
economic development activity -- the 
job fair, trainings, the Work Ready pro-
gram -- and their engagement with the 
Workforce Education division of the 
college is up twelve percent as the result 
of road shows and a constant presence  
of people on the ground, Sullivan says.

On April 16, Co-Lin will honor them 
for their contributions to the college's 
work -- especially their participation 
in the job fair -- at its annual Business 
Appreciation Breakfast at the Thames 
Center on the Wesson campus.

"We'll start a new round of road 
shows in October," says Sullivan.  "At 
these two hour lunch and learn events, 
we remind business and economic lead-
ers about who we are and what we can 
do for them.  Co-Lin offi  cials, including 
Dr. Jane Hulon, the college president, 
and state agency representatives are on 
hand.  Our Workforce Education people 
also remain in close contact with em-
ployers and economic leaders in the col-
lege district, on the ground every week 
in each of the seven counties."
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Highland Square Shopping Center • 830 Brookway Blvd. • 601-833-1143
520 Brookway Blvd. • Brookhaven • 601-833-7351 • Mon.-Sat. 9-6

Visit us at www.thperkinsfurniture.com
FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED FOR 133 YEARS

La-Z-Boy
Recliner
Rockers
Starting at

$299

Please contact Chris McCoy at 601-990-3003 EXT 6

PRINT YOUR
LOGO ITEMS

Please contact Chris McCoy at 601-990-3003 EXT 6

PRINT YOUR
LOGO ITEMS

BOOK YOUR VACATION NOW 

CALL 1-866-629-3703Promo code N7017
TM

*Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus $299 in taxes & fees. Cruise pricing based on lowest cabin category after Instant Rebate; upgrades available. Single supplement and seasonal 
surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. For full Set Sail terms and conditions see www.ymtvacations.com/setsailoffers. Offers 
apply to new bookings only, made by 3/31/20. Other terms & conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

GUIDED TOUR EXPERTS – CALL FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURE

GRAND ALASKAN 
CRUISE & TOUR

BEST OF HAWAII 
FOUR-ISLAND TOUR

Enjoy a cruise & tour between Seattle 
and Alaska including 7 nights aboard 
Holland America Line’s ms Westerdam
and 4 nights on land. You’ll cruise the Gulf 
of Alaska and the Inside Passage—a sea 
lane teeming with marine wildlife, where 
you’ll pass glaciers, mountains, and lush 
forests, with stops in Ketchikan, historic 
Skagway, and magnificent Glacier Bay. On 
land, you’ll go deep into Denali National 
Park, tour Anchorage, and see the Alaska 
Wildlife Conservation Center.

Enjoy a fully guided 4-island Hawaiian 
vacation with beachfront lodging on 
Kauai, Maui, and the “Big Island” of 
Hawaii, and in Waikiki on Oahu. Includes 
a Pearl Harbor experience where you 
will see the USS Arizona Memorial. Visit 
historic Lahaina, enjoy a boat cruise on 
the Wailua River, and authentic Hawaiian 
entertainment and food at our Farewell 
Feast. Guided throughout by our friendly 
Tour Directors—your local experts. Price 
includes 3 inter-island flights.

12 days, departs May - September 2020 13 days, departs year-round

Seattle • Vancouver • Ketchikan • 
Juneau • Skagway • Glacier Bay • 
Anchorage • Denali • and more

Oahu • Kauai • Maui •
Hawaii “Big Island” 

FROM
$1,749

$1,499*

FROM
$2,249

$1,999*

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT
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Park, tour Anchorage, and see the Alaska 
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vacation with beachfront lodging on 
Kauai, Maui, and the “Big Island” of 
Hawaii, and in Waikiki on Oahu. Includes 
a Pearl Harbor experience where you 
will see the USS Arizona Memorial. Visit 
historic Lahaina, enjoy a boat cruise on 
the Wailua River, and authentic Hawaiian 
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Feast. Guided throughout by our friendly 
Tour Directors—your local experts. Price 
includes 3 inter-island flights.
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By Guest Columnist Dr. Stephanie Duguid

 February is Heart 
Month, and a good 
time  to think about 
what conditions 
aff ect our heart 
and increase our 
u nd e r s t a nd i ng 
of them towards 
opening the lines 
of communication 
with our doctors.
 There are many conditions that 
affect the heart.  Heart attacks, 
arrhythmias (abnormal heart 
rhythm), cardiomyopathy (issues 
with the heart muscle), and 
congenital heart defects (heart 
conditions we have since brith) 
are directly related to heart 
health.  Many other conditions, 
as well, including, but not 
limited to, cholesterol, diabetes, 
and high blood pressure, can 
lead to heart disease, heart attack, 
or stroke. 
 We can control diet, exercise, 
smoking, and alcohol consumption 
that are related to our heart 
health, while factors such as age, 
hereditary, and gender that are also 
related to our cardiovascular status 

cannot be controlled.  
 Cholesterol is a waxy, fat-like 
substance made in the liver and 
other cells.  It is found in certain 
foods such as dairy products, 
eggs, and meats.  We need some 
cholesterol to function properly, 
as it helps to support cell walls 
and  to produce hormones and 
bile, which assists in digesting 
fat.  There is good cholesterol and 
bad cholesterol.  Lean fats such as 
avocados and nuts tend to be sources 

of good cholesterol, while fats from 
red meat and fried foods tend to 
be sources of  bad cholesterol.  
We only need a limited amount 
of either type.  When we have 
too much cholesterol, plaque -- a 
thick, hard substance which forms 
in arteries -- can impede blood 

f low, leading to atherosclerosis 
(hardening of the arteries) and 
heart disease, including high blood 
pressure, angina (chest pain), and 
heart attacks.
 We think about Type 2 diabetes 
as a condition related to challenges 
with glucose levels (sugar) and 
insulin.  Individuals with type 2 
diabetes, however, are at least 65 
per cent more likely to die from 
some form of heart disease or 
stroke.  Adults with diabetes are 

two to four times more likely to 
a have heart disease or a stroke 
than adults without diabetes.
 Blood pressure refers to 
the pressure our blood places 
against the walls of arteries 
when our heart is pumping.  
When it is too high, it can lead 
to heart related issues, and 
stroke.  High blood pressure 
results from plaque build-up, 
salt intake, smoking, stress, and 

more.  
 Know your numbers:

• Total cholesterol should be less 
than 200 mg/dL.  LDL (bad) 
cholesterol should be less than 
100 mg/dL while HDL (good) 
cholesterol should be more than 

50  mg /d L.   If you don't know 
your numbers, consult your doctor.

• Diabetes can be evaluated by 
measuring your fasting blood 
levels first thing in the morning.  
Your reading should be less than 
100 mg/dL.  If you are consistently 
higher than 100mg/dL, check with 
your doctor. 

• Blood pressure should be read 
as the systolic pressure (heart 
contracting) over the diastolic 
pressure (heart at rest).  That means 
it should be some number less than 
120 over some number less than 80.  
Anything over 120/80 needs to be 
discussed with your physician.

 Ask questions, understand how 
conditions are related, and see 
your doctor on at least an annual 
basis.  Visit the American Heart 
Association at www.heart.org for 
more information.
EDITOR'S NOTE:  Stephanie Duguid 
is Dean of Academic Instruction at 
Co-Lin.  She is also an athletic trainer 
and nutrition specialist and has been 
teaching courses related to those two 
areas as well as practicing what she 
preaches for more than twenty years.

Keeping your heart healthy

Special to Wesson News
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894 Natchez Dr. & 230 N. Jackson St., Brookhaven • 601-833-1441 • www.brookhavenfuneralhome.net

Brookhaven Funeral Home 
Pre-arrangment Special O�er

$2,350.00 o� of original price!
Full Traditional Funeral Services and

your choice of either quality steel or wood casket
Pre -arranging locks in todays price and

ensures your family will know your true wishes

for $6,195.00*
*monthly payments are available

“A Family Serving Families”
As a minister and a father to five daughters,

Lance Moak understands the importance
of family. Lance specializes in helping people
pre-arrange funeral services, taking away the

di�cult task of tough decisions at a most
stressful time from your loved ones. 

To discuss the many options available to you,
contact Lance Moak at  601-384-7290

or Wayne Smith 601-833-1441

"Because a Life Well Lived Deserves a Service Well Planned"

Lincoln County development accelerates
Special to Wesson News

"Since I started working on econom-
ic development in Brookhaven and 
Lincoln County, I have never been so 
excited about the prospects," says Gar-
rick Combs, executive director of the 
Brookhaven-Lincoln County Cham-
ber of Commerce (BLCCC) and the 
Brookhaven-Lincoln County Econom-
ic Development Alliance (BLCEDA).

Combs hopes BLCEDA will have 
more than one important project to an-
nounce in the coming weeks, with the 
speed and momentum of decision-mak-
ing by industrial organizations explor-
ing a presence in Brookhaven and Lin-
coln County accelerating following a 
"busy, but slow" year.

The uncertainty of the election in 
Mississippi last year slowed business 
development, Combs recounts.  "With 
the first Democratic candidate for Gov-
ernor in recent years, who had a good 
shot at winning, the Mississippi elec-
tion offered a choice of continuing 
the low tax/small government/incen-
tives economic development strategy 
of  Republicans and a new direction," 
he points out.  "Until November, the 
development decision-makers didn't 
know on what kind of field they would 
be playing.  The election results meant 
it would be largely the same." 

With the continuity of state econom-
ic development policies assured since 
November, BLCEDA has been ex-
tremely busy working on projects, and 
Combs doesn't expect things to slow 
down, even with a Presidential election 
looming.  Because states apply federal 
programs, their elections are particular-
ly important for business developers, 
he explains.

In the 2020 environment, further de-
velopment of Linbrook Business Park 
will be a priority for Combs.  BLCE-
DA has a $75,000 grant from South-
west Mississippi Electric Power and 
Mississippi Development Authority to 
create a 100,000 square foot pod-ready 
site in its 400-acre industrial park at the 
west end of Brookway Boulevard near 
Home Depot to build interest of com-
panies in locating facilities in Brookha-

ven and Lincoln County.   An industrial 
building can be quickly erected on a 
construction-ready land-cleared pod 
with utility hookups.

"The idea is to get back to where 
we were a couple of years ago when a 
speculative industrial building in Lin-
brook Business Park drove 91 percent 
of our industrial development activity," 
says Combs.  "A pod-ready site is about 
twenty percent to thirty percent of the 
cost of constructing a spec building.  
It's a big first step, and may be the only 
step we need to take."  McClane South-
ern located operations in the former 
Linbrook spec building constructed to 
lure industrial tenants in 2016 .

If industrial development activi-
ty slowed down a bit last year, com-
mercial development continued to be 
strong, particularly in the Brookhaven 

downtown area.
"Renovation started -- and will soon 

be completed -- on the old Lofton's de-
partment store on Whitworth Avenue 
in downtown Brookhaven, creating a 
mall for retailers and offices," Combs 
says.  "In Brookhaven, Magnolia Blues 
Barbeque will move to the old Fred's 
store downtown and establish at least 
two other related food businesses there, 
and Harbor Freight has already started 
its retail tool business at the old Fred's 
store on Brookway Boulevard.  Two 
new restaurants will also open in down-
town Brookhaven -- Croutons, a soup 
and salad cafe on Railroad Avenue in 
the old Pasta Junction location, and a 
Mexican luncheon restaurant in the for-
mer Georgia Blues Bakery location."

Coming soon to downtown Brookha-
ven, too, will be capital investments in 

permanent facilities and equipment for 
special events and concerts, such as 
permanent staging and seating, Combs 
reports.  The spending is enabled by 
funds from the two percent hotel-mo-
tel tax, which support the Brookhav-
en-Lincoln County Tourism Council.  
Collections  have increased three-fold 
from $6,000 over the past thirteen to 
fourteen months as a result of market-
ing efforts targeted to the Memphis and 
Jackson areas. 

Sullivan's Grocery also moved into 
the closed PigglyWiggly location on 
Highway 51 in Brookhaven last year, 
but Combs says grocery businesses re-
main an opportunity for Brookhaven 
and Lincoln County, with many resi-
dents going elsewhere to shop

"Things are happening," summarizes 
Combs.  "It's exciting."

Special to Wesson News
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ed.  It now operates at a facility with a 
modest storefront on Spring Street.  
"The business has been a consistent as-

set to Wesson," Currie said.
The Chamber also honored:
• Wesson Garden Club as Organiza-

tion of the Year
• Ed and Sharon Ashley as Wesson 

Ageless Heroes
• The late William Brown for commu-

nity service
• The Wesson Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment for public service
• Janice Mullen Smith as Wesson At-

tendance Center (WAC) 
Educator of the Year
• Anita Cliburn as Co-

Lin Educator of the Year
Wesson Garden Club 

"has planted what grows 
in Wesson," Chamber 
member Marilyn Britt 
said.  It started in 1934 
and currently has 40 
members and sponsors 
Butterbeans, a club in-
volving children and 
youth.  In recent years, it 
has maintained a garden 
in the center of town on 
Highway 51, landscaped 
areas around Welcome 
to Wesson signs, the Old 
School Community Cen-
ter, public library and fountain garden 

grounds; and conducted a garden ther-
apy program.  In the com-
ing months, it plans to 
extend a tree planting pro-
gram that turns Wesson 
into a virtual arboretum.  
Its moto, Britt said, is "to 
make the world a bit bet-
ter because we lived in it."
Ageless Heroes Ed and 

Sharon Ashley met at 
Packard Electric in Wes-
son in 1977 and have lived 
in Wesson since their 

marriage.  
A native of 
Brookhav-

en, he has 
lived in Wesson all his life.  
She grew up in Brookhav-
en after moving there with 
her family from Sayre, 
Pennsylvania, where she 
was born.  Throughout 
their lives, they have felt 
called to minister to others 
-- feeding the homeless 
at Cup of Soup in Jack-
son, cooking for Wound-
ed Warriors, maintaining 
a food pantry, supplying 
furniture to those in need, 
serving Thanksgiving 
dinner at Wesson Baptist 

Church, cooking appreciation meals 

for policemen and fire fighters, prepar-
ing pop corn and serving 
hot chocolate at public 
events.  "They say 'you 
cannot outgive God,' but 
they keep finding ways 
to serve Him," Chamber 
member Stephen Ashley 
said.
Community Service 

Award recipient William 
Brown died in Decem-
ber, but survives in the 
memories 

of school 
children and 
their parents 
who knew 

him as the resource offi-
cer at Wesson Attendance 
Center, where he be-
friended them -- particu-
larly kids in trouble -- and 
others who knew him as 
a father, husband, grand-
father, friend, pastor, 
sheriff’s deputy and good-
will ambassador. Born 
in Clayton, Louisiana, in 
1940, Brown settled  in 
Wesson in 1982, made 
a career in law enforce-
ment, starting as the Wes-
son Police Department's (WPD) first 
African American Officer and earned a 
certificate from the Police 
Academy at Pearl, Mis-
sissippi, in 2004.  He was 
active in Union Grove 
Baptist Church, where he 
served as a Deacon and 
served seven churches in 
the area Baptist commu-
nity as president of their 
Sunday School Institute.  
He served as president of 
the Wesson Lions Club.
Public Service Award re-

cipients included the fire 
fighters at Wesson Vol-
unteer Fire Department, 
many of whom have regu-
lar jobs, but may be called 
out to protect members of 
the community at night or in the early 
morning.  "It's not a job for everyone," 
incoming Cham-
ber president 
Marty Stroud 
said.  "It requires 
physical stamina 
and sharp mental 
awareness."
Wesson At-

tendance Cen-
ter Educator of 
the Year Janice 
Mullen Smith 
has thirty-one 
years of expe-
rience teaching 
fourth, fifth, and 
sixth grade, and 
the past ten years teaching sixth grade 
reading at WAC.  A 1975 Wesson High 

School graduate, she received an As-
sociates of Arts degree from Co-Lin in 
1986, a BS in Elementary Education 
from the University of Southern Mis-
sissippi in 1988, an MA in Elementary 
Education from Mississippi College 
in 2000 and a Reading Specialists De-
gree from the University of Southern 
Mississippi after studies from 2004 to 
2006.  She and her husband Tommy Joe 
Smith have four grown children, twelve 
grandchildren and five great grandchil-
dren.  She is an active member of Clear 

Branch Baptist Church 
and Wesson Garden Club.
Co-Lin Educator of the 

Year Anita Cliburn is one 
of two Anatomy & Physi-
ology instructors.  A Wes-
son native, she graduated 
from Wesson High School 
and Co-Lin, earned a BS 
in Biology and MS in Sci-
ence Education at Mill-
saps College and the Uni-
versity of Southern Mis-
sissippi and studied at the 
Princeton University Mo-
lecular Biology Summer 
Outreach Program and 
Cornell University Insti-
tute for Biology Teachers.  
Before moving into her 

current work at Co-Lin, she was biology 
lab coordinator at the college and was 

an Anatomy & Physiolo-
gy and Biology instructor 
as Crystal Springs High 
School.  She is a member 
of the Mississippi Science 
Teachers Association, 
the Human Anatomy and 
Physiology Society, the 
Beta Beta Beta Biological 
Honor Society and Alpha 
Epsilon Delta Honor So-
ciety.  She has been named 
to  Montclair Who’s Who 
in Collegiate Faculty and 
Who’s Who Among Col-
legiate Faculty, received 
the Co-Lin High-Perfor-
mance, Lamp Lighters 
and NISOD awards; and 

recognized as Academic Instructor of 
the Year and Phi Theta Kappa Faculty 

Scholar.
"Although her 

students say her 
class is very 
challenging, they 
always come 
back and thank 
her for her ded-
ication and high 

expectations," 
said Chamber 
member Brent 
Duguid.   Cliburn 
is a member of 
Wesson Baptist 
Church.  She and 
her husband Ed-

die and have two sons, John-Michael 
and Matthew.

Chamber honors groups & people 
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Sharon and Ed Ashley.

Wesson News
William Brown, Jr. accepts 
posthumous Community Service 
Award from Chamber's Philip 
Knight.

Wesson News
Chamber's Brent Duguid 
presents Co-Lin Educator of 
Year Award to Anita Cluburn.

Wesson News

Outgoing Chamber President Janet Currie (right) 
presents Business of Year Award to (left to right) 
Carpenter Shop owners Desiree and Keith Hart 
and founder Jimmy Keys.

Wesson News
Volunteer fire fighters accept Public Service Award.

Wesson News
Garden Club members accept Organization of the Year Award.

Wesson News
Chamber's Libby Kirton (right) 
presents Wesson Attendance 
Center Educator of Year 
Award to Janice Mullen Smith.
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