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Founders

Wesson News

Jazz and Gospel music concerts in
the municipal park start Wesson’s
Founders Day celebration on Friday
evening, April 27, with Mississippi
Country Music legend Jeff Bates,
fireworks and street dancing capping
the fun and festivities the next night
in the downtown area.

Upwards of 1,000 persons are
expected for the array of events,
which also include the annual
parade, a flea market, a hot dog
eating contest, and other musical
performances.

The Co-Lin Jazz Band will set the
mood for the festive occasion at 6
p-m. on Friday, followed by a Zion’s
Way Southern Gospel Quartet

performance at 7 p.m. The kick-
off concerts will be the only events
outside the immediate downtown
area on Highway 51 and Spring and
Factory Streets.

Bates, the Saturday evening
headliner, will bring to the Wesson
stage both secular Country &
Western musical entertainment
and witness to his recovery and
redemption following a life of drugs
and alcohol that landed him in jail
in the late 1990s. “I share the trials
and tribulations to drug addiction,
going to jail, finding Jesus in jail,
and what He’s done in my life,” says
Bates. “I am now clean and sober.”
In 2011, he won the Inspirational
Country Music (ICM) Faith,
Family & Country Awards title for

Wesson News

Jeff Bates

Day shopping & fun April 27 & 28

Mainstream Country Artist. “Me
and Conway” was one of his major
secular projects, including  six
original tunes and six Conway
Twitty classics, one of which is a
duet with Loretta Lynn. His albums
also include “Rainbow Man” and
“Leave the Light On” recorded
by RCA and “One Day Closer” on
Black River Entertainment.

The  Wesson  Chamber  of
Commerce sponsors the annual
festival for town’s people and other
visitors to celebrate the life of the
community.

On Saturday (April 28) at 8 a.m.,
shoppers will begin looking at what
Flea Market vendors are offering.
Opening ceremonies at 10 a.m.

Cont. on page 6

Easter Celebration Fun

Photos Special to Wesson News

Some three hundred children and adults hunted for Easter eg;]s in a Play-It-Up community
S

family event at the Newman ball fields on Grove Street la

month. Among them were

Avery McManus, who enjoyed her encounter with the Easter bunny, and Chloe Morgan,
who found some bonus pocket money in a candy-filled Easter basket she was awarded
for her e% hunting efforts. The Play-It-Up program, coordinated by town hall staff and

supporte
throughout the year

volunteers and donors, seeks to bring Wesson families to

ogether in fun events

Officials review WAC security

Special to Wesson News

Wesson Police are prepared to
provide a full-time armed officer for
service at Wesson Attendance Center
(WAC) during school hours, pending
authorization of the Copiah County
School Board, Chad O’Quinn, Chief
of the Department, told a meeting of
school officials, municipal police and
fire department personnel and parents
concerned about safety at WAC.

O’Quinn made the offer at the
meeting he set up following an
incident at the school, which prompted
a number of parents to express their
concerns about safety issues at WAC.
The incident, which occurred less
than a week after the shootings at
Stoneman Douglas High School in

Parkland, Florida, involved a student
who allegedly threatened a teacher.
Wesson Police readily responded and
referred the student to Copiah County
Youth Court, charged with simple
assault and intent to create fear.

Only a handful of parents came to
the question-and-answer session at the
Old School Community Center, with
local school, police and fire officials
predominantly present to address
questions submitted in advance.

WAC Principal Marilyn Phillips
reported that the school has instituted
new security policies, with classrooms
locked during teaching hours and all
entrances locked after 8 a.m., except
the one to the high school, where an
unarmed school resource officer is

Cont. on page 3
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Police Blotter

Special to Wesson News

During March, Wesson Police Department
activity encompassed:

Response to:

* One theft

* One vehicle accident

* One theft of medicines

* One domestic disturbance
* Four general complaints
Response to:

* One shoplifting

* One dog ordinance violation (unleashed
or unconfined)

* One bail bond jumping warrant

* One contempt of court warrant

* Four speeding violations

* Three driving without licenses

* One driving with an expired license
* One driving without a tag

* Two driving with expired tags

* Three driving without proof of liability
insurance

* Three stop sign violations
* One failure to signal

* Four possessions of marijuana in motor
vehicles

On school days, the Wesson Police
Department facilitates traffic flow

at Wesson Attendance Center, with
officers on duty between 7 a.m. and 8
a.m. and 3 p.m. and 3:30 p.m.

Community Calendar

April weather forecast: The Old Farmer’s Almanac calls for an average of temperature of 62 degrees F (one degree
below average) with precipitation of 7.5 inches (three inches above average). April 10-18: Rainy periods, warm.
April 19-23: Sunny, cool. April 24-28: T-storms, then sunny, cool. April 29-30: T-storms.

APRIL 10

Three Institute for Learning in
Retirement workshops. Thames Center
10 a.m.

‘Veterans Services & Smithsonian
World War | Exhibit. Dr. Tim Lea, Co-
Lin Director of Veterans Services will
discuss the program he manages and
show highlights of the Smithsonian
exhibit.

Co-Lin Centurions conduct a Salon.

‘What'’s on Your Coffee Table, a fun
workshop featuring a slide show with
photos of coffee tables contributed

by ILR members, who will talk about
them. Coffee table design ideas will be
discussed, with a demonstration.

Diabetes support group. Meets
weekly on Tuesdays. Education
Annex at King's Daughters Medical
Center, Brookhaven. 1:30 p.m. For
information, call Natalie Ybarra at 601-
835-9489.

Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW)
and VFW Auxiliary Post 2618 meet. $5
for meal. VFW Hall on Industrial Park
Road, Brookhaven. 5:30 p.m.

APRIL 11

Keep Copiah County Beautiful meets.
USDA Service Center (27169 Highway
28, Suite A, Hazlehurst). 9 a.m.

Junior Informal Dance Showcase.
Mississippi School of the Arts Johnson
Institute, downtown Brookhaven. Also
April 12. 7 p.m.

APRIL 12

Lunch & music at Trinity Park.
Various groups will perform on
Thursdays (also April 19 & 26) through
April. Park at Church of the Redeemer
Episcopal Church on Monticello Street
in Brookhaven. 12 noon.

American Legion John Edwards
Post 12 meets. All members, veterans
and their spouses are welcome. 4 p.m.
Jimmy Furlow Senior Citizens Center.
For information, call 601-835-8173.

Widows Support Group meets.
The group supports widows, who are
walking through the grief process, with
programs on pertinent issues related
to their situation. Brookhaven. 5 p.m.
For further information, contact Becky
Vaughn Furlow at bvaughnfurlow@
gmail.com or 601-540-4308.

Visual Art Senior Pop-Up
Showcases. Mississippi School of
the Arts Enochs Gallery, downtown
Brookhaven. Also April 19, 26 & May
10. 6 p.m.

Wesson Lions Club meets. Student
cafeteria conference room at Co-Lin.
6:30 p.m.

APRIL 13
Silver Cross Health & Rehab

fundraiser. Purchase pulled pork lunch
plates (sandwich, chips & dessert). for

$8 each. Pick up between 10:30 am —
1:30 pm. The Aspen of Brookhaven at
500 Silver Cross Drive. All proceeds
will benefit Relay For Life of Copiah-
Lincoln counties. For more information,
contact Kimberly Williams at 601-695-
3299 or Brooke Daley at 601-455-1061.

APRIL 16

ServSafe, National Restaurant
Association food safety training for
hospitality personnel. $150 covers
book, class and exam. Wesson Co-
Lin campus. 8 a.m.- 4 p.m. (exam at
2 p.m.) For information, call 601-643-
8707.

Blood drive every second and fourth
Monday. King’s Daughters Medical
Center Hospital Annex. 1 p.m.- 6 p.m.

APRIL 17

Institute for Learning in Retirement
movie, “The Greatest Showman,” an
original musical about P.T. Barnum that
celebrates the birth of show business;
followed by a workshop -- Trip to
Cuba in which Dr. Bettie Bullard and
Beverly Britt discuss their travels on
the Caribbean island. Co-Lin Thames
Center. 10 a.m.

Beginner clogging classes for
persons of all ages beyond five-years-
old are held every Monday night. A
small fee is charged each month.
Brookhaven Recreation Department on
Highway 51. Call 601-833-3791.

APRIL 18

WorkKeys Assessment examination
for Career Readiness Certificate.
Thames Center on Co-Lin campus.
8:45 a.m.-12 noon. Also May 2.
Participants must register in advance.

APRIL 21

Golf Tournament fundraiser for Zion
Hill Baptist Church Ukraine Mission
Team. Lunch provided. $60 individual.
$240 foursome. Wolf Hollow Course
at Co-Lin. For information, contact,
Brother Tom McCormick at 601-754-
4797.

APRIL 24

Institute for Learning in Retirement
trip to Foley, Alabama, and Pensacola,
Forida, starts and continues until April
26. Departs Co-Lin’s Wesson campus
at 8 a.m. with pickups in Brookhaven
(8:15 a.m.) and Monticello (8:45 a.m.)

Copiah County Master Gardeners
monthly meeting. Mississippi State
University Extension Office at Gallman.
6 p.m.

American Legion Post #79 meets.
American Legion Lodge on Main Street,
Wesson. 6:30 p.m. For information,
call 601-563-5438.

APRIL 25

Wesson Lions Club meets. Student
cafeteria conference room at Co-Lin.
6:30 p.m.

APRIL 26

Performance Troupe Showcase.
Mississippi School of the Arts Lampton
Auditorium, downtown Brookhaven. 7
p.m.

APRIL 27

Wesson Founders’ Day celebration.
Co-Lin Jazz Band and Zion’s Way
Southern Gospel Quartet perform at
Municipal Park at 6 p.m. & 7 p.m. on
April 27. Flea market, parade, musical
entertainment, hot dog eating contest,
fireworks display, Jeff Bates in concert
& street dancing. Downtown Wesson.
8 a.m.- 11 p.m. on April 28.

MAY 1

Wesson Board of Aldermen meet.
City Hall. 6 p.m.

Literary Arts Senior Showcases..
Mississippi School of the Arts Enochs
Theater, downtown Brookhaven. 6 p.m.

MAY 2

Media Arts Film Showcases.
Mississippi School of the Arts Enochs
Theater downtown Brookhaven. Also
May 3. 6 p.m.

MAY 4

Spring Chorale Concert. Mississippi
School of the Arts Lampton Auditorium,
downtown Brookhaven. 7 p.m.

CONTINUING

Alcoholics Anonymous meets
at convenient times seven days of
every week. First United Methodist
Church, 215 West Cherokee Street,
Brookhaven. Open meetings are
Mondays at noon and Tuesdays (Big
Book Study), Fridays and Saturdays
at 7:30 p.m. Closed meetings are
Wednesdays and Fridays (Big Book
Study) at noon and Thursdays and
Sundays at 7:30 p.m.

Overeaters Anonymous meets every
Tuesday. Church of the Redeemer
Episcopal, downtown Brookhaven. 6
p.m. Call 601-754-0213 for information.

Brookhaven Regional Arts Guild
members work on projects every
Thursday of the month from 9 a.m.-12
noon at the Brookhaven-Lincoln County
Public Library in the Vernon Room
when it is available.

Brookhaven 55 South Flea Market is
open on Saturdays and Sundays next
to the Lincoln County Civic Center. Ten
per cent of the profits each weekend
are donated to a local charity. 9 a.m.-4
p.m.

Email Community Calendar items to
bobarnold@wessonnews.com.

Follow us on Facebook for more
event info.
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Officials review
WAC security

located. She also highlighted WAC’s
protocols related to duty and visitor
rosters, traffic plans, evacuation
procedures and weather response;
a hazardous waste policy due to the
school’s proximity to the railroad
and camera monitoring throughout
the facility. Although the school
resource officer is unarmed due to
training requirements, he has access
to a fircarm on campus, Phillips
said. Details on security practices,
policies and procedures are published
in student manuals available on the
WAC section of the Copiah County
Schools website (https:/www.copiah.
ms), she pointed out.

Recognizing  that  immediate
concerns following the incident
largely stemmed from lack of
information, Phillips also conceded,
“I do see there’s a need to better
inform parents, and we’re going to do
a better job of putting that out there.”

Although word started spreading
after the incident that “something
happened,” WAC made no statement
or sent a letter to homes of students,

and the Wesson Police issued only a
brief report about the incident on its
social media account three days later.

“At first I was angry I had not
been notified -- that I had to find out
through Facebook,” one parent said
at the meeting. The mother of a six-
year-old kindergartener said “that’s
my child, and I should have been the
one to make the decision on whether
to send her to school those couple of
days after.”

Phillips and police officials cited
privacy laws in partially defending
the somewhat muted initial response
following the incident.

“We had a disciplinary action at
our school, and we can’t share that
information,” Phillips noted. On the
other hand, O’Quinn reassured the
audience that his force is prepared to
respond to incidents. Whether or not
they are stationed at WAC, “if there
was a shooting at the school, we’re
going to go to where the threat is,”
he said. “We’re not going to stand
outside.”

The Country Club of Brookhaven

Tennis Courts, Swimming Pool, Golf Course & Restaurant-Bar

)

Restaurant/Bar hours: Lunch. Tuesday-Saturday. 11a.m.-2 p.m.
Dinner. Thursday-Saturday 5 p.m. - 11 p.m. Sunday Buffet. 11a.m.-2p.m.

A membership isn't required to play golf on our 18-hole course or for our food and bar service.

- Tennis & Pool Membership. $75

- Full Membership. $150/$225 with monthly cart plan

- Junior (under 30) Membership. $100/$175 with monthly cart plan

- Out-of-County Membership. $75/$135 with monthly cart plan

- Senior (65) Membership. $75/$135 with month cart plan

-Daily Guest Golf Rate: $33 Monday-Thursday. $40 Friday-Sunday.

640 Country Club Road NE, Brookhaven. 601-833-6841

OUR #1 SWEET STRAW

Tart &rich. The ultimate indulgence.

Delicious duo of sweet caramel &
finely grained sea salt.

Next to Piggly Wiggly, across from the Mississippi School of the Arts
Hours: Monday-Friday: 8am-6pm Saturday: 9am-1pm

601-833-1922

lass..

Auto ¢ Commercial ¢ Residential

Windshields ¢ Sunroofs e Tinting and Treatments
Windows ¢ Custom Table Tops, Shower Doors, Mirrors
Innovative Store Fronts and Window Systems

Repairs ¢ Replacements

For all your glass needs come by or call

601-835-4336

407 Hwy 51 S., Brookhaven MS
www.LintonGlassMS.com

Like us on
Facebook! §
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Conquerlng stress In your life

By Guest Columnist
Dr. Stephanie Duguid

Stress  affects
everyone to some
degree. Some
67 percent of
adults indicate
they experience
“great stress”
at least one day
a week. Stress
Awareness
Month is an
occasion to identify
stress and what you can do to conquer
it.

Stressors come in many forms, and
even positive life events can increase
our stress levels. In fact, stress in the
U.S. has increased 30% over the last
three decades.

Special to Wesson News

At moderate levels, stress can
motivate us to reach our goals and
keep life interesting. However, when
stressors are severe or chronic, our
bodies may not be able to adapt.
Stress can compromise immune
functioning, leading to a host of
diseases of adaptation. In fact, stress
has been linked to between 50 and
70 percent of all illnesses. Further,
stress is associated with negative
health behaviors, such as alcohol and
other drug use, and to psychological
problems, such as depression and
anxiety.

There are at least three different
types of stress:

- Eustress, good or routine stress
related tothe pressures of work, family,
and other daily responsibilities;

- Distress, bad stress caused by a
sudden negative change, such as

losing a job, divorce, or illness;

- Traumatic stress, experienced
when threatened with being seriously
hurt or killed, such as in a major
accident, war, assault
or a natural disaster.
This type of stress
can  cause  post-
traumatic stress
disorder (PTSD)

(13 percent).

Chronic stress effects, according to
helpguide.org, can lead to depression
and anxiety, weight problems,
autoimmune
diseases skin

b
conditions,
reproductive issues,
pain, heart disease,

.| . .
The body resp.onds + H EALTHY+ (Sillég;;twe Biggi:ﬁ::

to stress in a variety
of ways:

- Physiologically (Body): elevated
heart rate, palms get sweaty, muscles
get tense.

- Cognitive (Mind): worry, lack of
concentration, forgetfulness.

- Emotional: anger, hot-tempered
reaction, panic, a sense of dread.

- Behavioral: impatience, hurrying,
feeling high strung.

Common external causes of stress
include, but are not limited to
major life changes, work or school,
relationship  difficulties, financial
problems, being too busy, and children
and family. Common internal causes
of stress include, but are not limited
to chronic worry, pessimism, rigid
thinking, lack of flexibility, negative
self-talk, wunrealistic expectations/
perfectionism and an all-or-nothing
attitude.

Physical symptoms experienced
as a result of stress are fatigue (51
percent of the time), headache (41
percent), upset stomach (34 percent),
muscle tension (30 percent), change
in appetite (23 per cent), teeth
grinding (17 percent), change in sex
drive (15 percent) and feeling dizzy

cognitive and
memory problems,
and much more.

Stress management encompasses
physical activity, sleep, journaling,
listening to music, breathing
exercises, guided imagery and time
management.

Time management is particularly
effective in adapting to the stresses
of modern living. For example,
managing time is critical to academic
success as well as overall well-being.
Inonestudy of college students, higher

levels of perceived control over time
were associated with lower levels of
stress and higher levels of academic
performance, problem-solving
ability, and health. In another study,
better time management was more
helpful against academic stress than
leisure activities. Time management
involves knowing how to spend your
time, setting goals and deadlines,
prioritizing, writing what you need
to do, scheduling both recreational
activities and your responsibilities,
avoiding procrastination, assessing
your effectiveness at managing time
and improving it.

EDITOR’S  NOTE:  Stephanie
Duguid is Dean of Academic
Instruction at Co-Lin. She is also

an athletic trainer and nutrition
specialist and has been teaching
courses related to those two areas as
well as practicing what she preaches
for more than twenty years.

Stress Aworeness Month

Special to Wesson News

IEia ‘Jeffery MoHey
&601 6951337 .
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burder

Best Burger in Town

Salads, Baskets, Plates lunches,
PoBoys & Beverages
Tu-Th 11-7 * Fri-Sat 11-8
Closed on Sundays and Mondays

Checks and all major credit cards

o | bg

TOP QUALITY MEMORIALS"

WHEN IT'S PERMANENT, TRUST THE PROFESSIONALS

REMEMBER THE PEOPLE YOU LOVE
WITH A TOP QUALITY MEMORIAL FROM BROOKHAVEN MONUMENT COMPANY.
OVER 400 DISPLAY UNITS IN STOCK AND READY FOR ENGRAVING AND DELIVERY.

BROOKHAVEN

MONUMENT
COMPANY, INC.
YOUR FIRST CHOICE FOR OVER 70 YEARS

807 HIGHWAY 51 NORTH

601-833-5701 |i

DAVE PACE
KEVIN LAIRD _'E

« PO, Box 727 » BROOKHAVEN, MS 39602

I"”"l
|I|..1I|
Bank of Franklin

601-990-3020
Real People. Real Answers.

Real Community Banking.

2057 Hwy. 51 South « PO Box 547
Wesson, Mississippi 39191
wessonacehardware.com

TIM SUTTON - owner m
R\W/7

YETI 601-643-2636 LIS

COOLERS

601-643-9906 fax
{ 601-695-4144 cell X

51 Diner

Good Home Cooking
Dine-In or Takeout

1096 Highway 51
Wesson, Mississippi 39191

| 601-643-5100 |
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AG probe, volunteers, fundraiser, award & grants

Special to Wesson News

AG investigating Facebook. In a
letter, Mississippi Attorney General
Jim Hood has put Facebook on
notice to preserve any relevant paper
and electronic documents for an
investigation into whether the social
media giant violated the Mississippi
Consumer Protection Act when it gave
permission to University of Cambridge
Professor Aleksandr Kogan to harvest
information of users who downloaded
his app, “thisisyourdigitallife.”” The
information included user locations,
friends and activity on the social
media platform. Hood also joined a
bipartisan coalition with thirty-six
other state attorneys general in sending
a separate letter to Facebook CEO
Mark Zuckerberg that raised questions
about the social networking site’s
policies and practices. Hood reminded
Mississippians to check the security
settings on their social media accounts,
paying close attention to any area that
offers options for sharing data with
applications connected to that social
media platform. For more consumer
protection tips, visit agjimhood.com

Volunteers needed. Keep Copiah
County Beautiful (KCCB) is seeking
volunteers to assist it in hosting the
more than thirty Keep Mississippi
Beautiful (KMB) affiliates throughout
the state at the Great American Cleanup
(GAC) Kickoff in Mississippi. GAC,
the major project of Keep America
Beautiful (KAB), is the nation’s largest
community  improvement  effort,
rallying some four million volunteers
across the U.S. every year to help 20,000
communities  discourage littering,
foster recycling and beautify their
environments. For the first time, KCCB
is launching Mississippi’s involvement
in the event at Lake Hazle in Hazlehurst
on Saturday, May 19. Representatives
from KMB affiliates across Mississippi
will be on hand from 8 a.m. to 12 noon
to help cleanup and beautify the public
park. KCCB is seeking help as the host
from local volunteers to provide food
and refreshments and administrative
assistance as well as to plant trees,
shrubs and flowers; pick up litter and

debris and improve a walking trail.
Keep Mississippi Beautiful (KMB)
and its affiliates, including KCCB,
participate in KAB, a 53-year old
national not-for-profit  organization
which works through 600 community-
based affiliates to provide expertise,
programs and resources to help people
shape clean, green and beautiful places
to live.

Band fundraiser. Local drivers can
sample the experience of a new car and
support the Wesson High School Cobra
band at the same time on Saturday,
April 14. Crystal Springs-based Rogel
Ford will make cars available at Wesson
Attendance Center and will donate $20
to the band for each driver who tries out
a car on a test excursion between 9 a.m.
and 3 p.m. For friends who accompany
primary drivers and also try out a car,
Rogel will donate another $10 to the
band. Come to the school, show a valid
driver’s license, sample the experience
of traveling in a new car. No salesmen.
Nothing to purchase. Just drive a car,
and the Cobra band gets the money.

Nettles to receive award. Phi Theta
Kappa (PTK), the premier honor

NEW

NUGGETS

society recognizing the academic
achievement of students at associate
degree-granting colleges and helping
them to grow as scholars and leaders,
is presenting Co-Lin President Dr.
Ronnie Nettles its Michael Bennett
Lifetime Achievement Award. He is
one of thirteen college presidents who
will receive the award at PTK Catalyst
2018 -- the society’s annual convention
in Kansas City, Missouri, April 19-21.
The Bennett Awards, named for Dr.
Michael Bennett, longtime president
of St. Petersburg (Florida) College,
honor retiring college presidents who
have provided consistently outstanding

support to PTK chapters. Nettles, who
announced his retirement in November
of last year, has spent the last ten
years as president of Co-Lin, served
as Director of the Community and
Economic Development on the Wesson
Campus from 1994-1997, Dean of the
Natchez Campus and Executive Vice
President on the Wesson campus from
2004-2008.

Pell Grants return. Federal Pell
Grants are again available year-round
at Co-Lin and can provide assistance to
students during the summer semester
for the first time since 2011. Pell Grants
provide students with the financial
resources necessary to complete their
degree and do not have to be repaid.
Co-Lin students currently receiving Pell

Grant funds need to enroll for at least
six hours during the Summer 2018 term
to be eligible to receive them. New Co-
Lin students, or students not currently
receiving federal financial aid, need to
apply for financial aid. Registration at
Co-Lin opened Thursday, April 5, 2018,
for online and on-ground summer
courses during the Maymester Term
(May 21-June 1), First Summer Term
(June 4-June 28) and Second Summer
Term (July 2-July 31).  Visit http:/
www.colin.edu/students/financial-aid-
and-scholarships/grants/ for Pell grant
information. Call 601-643-8465 for
information on financial aid at Co-
Lin. For class registration information,
contact the Office of Enrollment
Services at 601-643-8490.

Sugarcane processing a dying art

Wesson News

Mark Stevens discussed the dying art of sugar cane syrup processing at a Wesson Lions Club
meeting. Stevens, who maintains the art on his Columbia, Mississippi, farm, plants seven to
eight acres of new sugar cane in rows during the early fall from cut tops of the growing cane.
He harvests stalks of cane in November or December, mills them to squeeze out juice and
slowly cooks the juice three to four hours on a fire-wood furnace. From eighty gallons of juice,
he makes forty to fifty quarts of syrup. As the juice is cooked, water and impurities come out. If
the juice is over-cooked, Stevens warns, it turns back to sugar. On the other hand, it will expand
and explode in the jars in which it is stored if it is under-cooked. Stevens produces about 3,000
quarts of sugar cane syrup each year.

GREATHPRICESHON

410 HIGHWAY SI N, BROOKHAVEN 601-823-0077

SPRING WINDS & STORMS CAN CAUSE FALLING

LIMBS & TREES ¢ AVOID PROPERTY DAMAGE!

Thinning, pruning and removing dead spots from your trees can save you "
a bundle. Call Kees Trees today for an assessment and free estimate. |

WHY CHOOSE KEES TREES?

You'll receive prompt, reliable service by highly skilled professuon YA
Reasonable rates. Excellent safety record. 2

Residential and Commercial
'/ LICENSED INSURED BONDED |

JSNEES TREES, LLC

-—| 601-672-3370 e Visit our website: keestreeslic.co
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Marketplace Motors, Inc

Little Lot-Big Savings

Roland Price
110 Market Place
Hazlehurst, MS 39083

Marketplacemotors.net
601-750-2277
Across from Walmart

2010 CHEVY
SUBURBAN
LTZ

Loaded - Leather
DVD - Moon Roof
Bose Sound - Extra Nice

2009 Hyundai Genesis. Premium Luxury, Only 87K
Miles, Leather, Sunroof, Super Nice!

2004 Chevy 14500 LT Z-71 4x4. 1 Owner, Bucket
Seats, Tow Pkg. Bed Liner, Loaded, Nice!

2007 Lexus RX 350. 1 Owner, 95K Miles, Leather,
Moonroof, Silver Beauty, X-tra Nice!

2012 Honda Accord EX-L. Heated Seats, Moon Roof,
Only 92K Mi, Leather, Nice!

2011 GMC 2500 HD Duramax 4x4. 1 Owner, Crew
Cab, Gooseneck, Ranch Hand Ready!

2010 Ford F-150 Crew Cab XLT 4x4. 1 Owner, Well
Maintained, Salesman’s Truck, Nice!

2012 Hyundai Sante Fe Limited SUV. Leather,
Sunroof, Nav, New Tires, Super Nice!

2010 Chevy Tahoe LTZ. Leather Buckets, Moonroof,
DVD, Bose Sound, New Tires, Super Nice!

2015 Toyota Camry SE. 2 to choose from! Sport
Edition, Low Miles, Like New!

2005 Toyota 4Runner SR-5 4x4. 1 Owner, All New
Brakes & Service, Super Rare & Nice!

2009 Dodge Charger SRT 8 Super Bee. 1 Owner,
Only 34K Lady Driven Miles, Leather, Moonroof,
Orange

2011 Chevy 1500. X-Cab 4-door Z-71 Pkg. Leather, 1
Owner, Like New!

2010 Buick Enclave. CXL Pkg. Leather, Loaded, Super
Clean!

VIEW MORE ONLINE AT
MARKETPLACEMOTORS.NET or COME SEE US
TODAY ACROSS WALMART ON LAKE STREET!

WE FINANCE
Just bring in your last pay stub and your

down payment and drive out TODAY!

Cont. from page 1

Founders Day shopping
and fun April 27 & 28

will officially inaugurate the event,
with remarks by Chamber President
Janet Currie and introduction of
the Founders” Day Queen and
Ambassadors.

The Founders Day parade, led by
Grand Marshall Bobby Britt, will
roll at 11 a.m. on Saturday. Among
the parade participants will be the
Wesson High School and Co-Lin
bands, the Wesson Fire Department
truck, Co-Lin cheerleaders and
mascots, Girl Scouts and Boy
Scouts, Lions Club, John Green and
his tractor, horse riders, wagons,
buggies, and carriages from the
Wesson Wagon Train; other colorful
floats created by local businesses
and service, civic and fraternal
organizations, churches, and
individuals; and cars carrying local
dignitaries, including Senator Sally
Doty and Representative Becky
Currie.

Throughout Saturday, between
thirty and forty street vendors along
with town merchants will offer food
and sell a variety of crafts, antiques,
and fleas to visitors in the downtown
area. The Wesson Garden Club will
have a variety of plants, flowers,
trees and pots for sale to help fund
its beautification projects.

The Mississippi Spirit will begin

an afternoon of entertainment
and fun at noon on Saturday with
a competition cheer exhibition.
Topher Brown and Marvin Curtis
(3 p.m.- 4 p.m.), known throughout
the area for their dueling piano and
guitar performance, and former
American Idol star Skylar Lane
(6 p.m.), originally from Brandon
and now living in Wesson, will
headline musical entertainment.
The Wesson High School Indoor
Percussion Ensemble (12:30 p.m),
the Co-Lin Sojourners rock band
(I p.m.), Camilla & Good Time
Line Dancers (1:30 p.m.), the Co-
Lin Ambassadors choir (2 p.m.),
Christian Scott (2:30 p.m.), Vanesha
Harris (4:30 p.m.), Janet Hamilton
Schmidt (4:45 p.m.) and Eric Sharp
(5 p.m.) will also maintain an up-
beat ambiance throughout the day
with performances.

At 4 p.m. on Saturday, children and
youth from nine to thirteen years old
and adults fourteen and older will
compete in a hot dog eating contest.
A spectacular fireworks display
produced by the Town of Wesson
will follow the Bates concert at
9 p.m., with DJ Dwight Sullivan
providing the music for street
dancing to end the night, starting at
9:30 p.m.

Here is the schedule of events for the Founders Day celebration:

Friday, April 27 (Municipal Park)

Co-Lin Jazz Band
Gospel Concert

6 p.m.
7p.m.

Saturday, May 2 (Downtown Wesson)

Flea Market vendor registration
Flea Market shopping begins

6 a.m.
8a.m.

Welcome by Chamber of Commerce President Janet Currie

Introduction of Founders’ Day Queen & Ambassadors

Founders Day Parade
Mississippi Spirit cheer exhibition

Wesson High School Indoor Percussion Ensemble

Co-Lin Sojourners

Camilla & Good Time Dancers
Co-Lin Ambassadors
Christian Scott

Topher Brown & Marvin Curtis
Hot Dog Eating Contest
Vanesha Harris

Janet Hamilton Schmidt

Eric Sharp
Skylar Lane

Jeff Bates in concert
Fireworks display

Street dancing (DJ Dwibets Entertainment)

10 a.m.
11a.m.

12 Noon
12:30 p.m.
1p.m.
1:30 p.m.
2p.m.
2:30 p.m.
3p.m.-4p.m.
4 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
4:45 p.m.

5p.m.
6 p.m.

7p.m.-9p.m.
9p.m.
9:30 p.m. - 11 p.m.
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Sports Bar & Restaurant

GOODTIMES

EST.2013

Steaks served sfarting Thursdays & ' p
confinuing while supply lasts. Our

men also featres homemce burgers, AL || ' “Lettuce’” show you why Poppa’s

fried chicken & barbeque pork & chicken. \ : .
505 West Monticello Street ® Brookhaven 601-990-2366 has the beSt Salad bar in town

Happy Hour 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. Trivia on Tuesdays Open Mic Night Wed. 8 p.m. Live Music Fri. & Sat. 8 p.m. 601 '833'2060 O 204 Hwy 51 North o BI’OOkhaven, MS

Steaks Served While Supply Lasts Starting Thursdays. Baseball on Big Screen TV.

o (A PORCHES

RESTAURANT

SAT.

BOILED
& LIVE

W/Corn, potatoes,
mushrooms &
sausage

PLUS -
SHRIMP &
CRAB LEGS

WEEKDAY LUNCHES
TUESDAY-FRIDAY. 11 A.M.-2 P.M

SUNDAY LUNCH
11:30 A.M.-2 P.M.

601-643-9035
1193 HIGHWAY 51 WESSON, MS

CALL AHEAD FOR
PRICES & ORDERS!

601-791-1467 Advertise With
| 4

NEED FEED? — '
e oo \"g’WeSSOH:S‘,
CW§HS#

Feed Livestock and ‘.
Wildlife Products! - \“
>

‘e

J
$1 '00 R AS H LEY S 51 STO P Mailed for Free to every home in the 39191 Zip Code
BAG % f 2061 Hwy 51 « Wesson www.WessonNews.com
< 601-643-0072 « Open Everyday 601-990-3003
o Bob Arnold, Editor

12 PACK COKE PRODUCTS * NON-ETHANOL GAS
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Wesson MSA

student

national award recipient

Special to Wesson News

A Wesson student was one of two in
the Literary Arts department at The
Mississippi School of the Arts (MSA)
to receive national awards through
the Scholastic Art and Writing
Awards.

Shelly Castilaw of Wesson and
Christopher Aaron of Bogue Chitto
were also among among Gold Key
winners at the Mississippi Regional
Competition hosted by The Eudora
Welty House, in conjunction with
the Eudora Welty Foundation. At
the national level, they competed
with thousands of other students
from every state in the nation.

Shelly Castilaw, an MSA senior,
received a Gold Medal in Poetry and
a Silver Medal with Distinction for
her Writing Portfolio, while Aaron,
also a senior at MSA, received
a Silver Medal for a short story.
Students in the national competition
had been identified by panels of
creative professionals as the most
talented young artists and writers in
the nation and the award recipients
will be honored at a ceremony at

Carnegie Hall in New York City this
summer. This year, nearly 350,000
works of art and writing were
submitted for national consideration,
with less than one percent of them
recognized.

The Mississippi School of the Arts
(MSA) is an eleventh and twelfth
grade visual and performing arts
residential, public high school
located on the historic Whitworth
College campus in Brookhaven.
Students meet and exceed the
traditional Mississippi high school
curriculum and receive special

instruction in visual arts, vocal
music, dance, literary arts, film
making and theatre. Students

interested in MSA must apply by
February 1 of their sophomore year
in high school. MSA students have
the third highest ACT score average
in the state. The fifty-five seniors in
its 2017 graduating class received
more than $10.2 million dollars in
college scholarship offers. For more
information, visit the MSA website
at www.msabrookhaven.org or call
601-823-1300.

THE PARTY PLACE

YOUR ONE-STOP PARTY SHOP

NEW OWNER AND MANAGEMENT

GENDER REVEAL - BIRTHDAY PARTY SUPPLIES - ALL AGES
AND TYPES - WEDDING/BABY SHOWERS GRADUATION -
HELIUM BALLOONS INCLUDING NUMBER BALLOONS -

GIET WRAPPING - YOU NAME IT!
M-F 9:30 AM - 5 PM &
SAT 9:30 AM21(/PM ‘
601-835-0064

450 BROOK'WAY BLVD., BROOKHAVEN MS

300 HWY 51 South
Brookhaven, MS
601-833-2065

free car wash

and vaccum

with the purchase
of an oil change

QUICK.EASY.TRUSTED. '

Come in today for a quick oil
change and great service!

57 off

any full service oil change

Copiah County
Economic ’
Development District e s

Come share a bright future with us!

Business Friendly County Government Close Proximity to Major Markets
Abundant Natural Resources Family Friendly Communities

' THE CARPENTER SHOP

Come out and enjoy FOUNDER'S DAY activities
April 27 and 28 2018
Support your local businesses!

w1|.1.o)~$§"y;“ fb.me/keyscarpenters

JENS
“Ei
‘f
,,',;

‘220 S PIpLIRGESS, w,x‘&%‘?“%
. wﬂiﬁﬂﬂ&aﬁ%ﬁ% ,.jﬁ"ﬁzvon b
High quality cabinet doors, mantles and cabinet hardware

\ 1036 Spring Street, Wesson MS | 601.643.0062 )

Riverwood Family

Funeral Service ® Memorial Park, ® (Cr jon Service ® M,

* Honoring ALL policies and arrangements made and
written by any other funeral service provider

* Most Experienced Staff to serve your family

* Most Spacious Facility offered in our area

* Best Priced and Most Thoughtfully arranged services
* Offering the most affordable pricing on
Pre-Arrangements or Time of Need Services

* Also offering Monuments and Markers for all
Cemeteries for any budget

601-833-66380

76 US-51, Brookhaven www.riverwoodfamily.com
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e Savings
Event

Buy 3 tires ano
get the fourtn
for only a dollar.

WE DELIVER!

2rnipGcesTone | & DUNLQP GO0DFYEAR <JHaNKOOK

TIRE

KUMHOTIRES = [Fmsem TOYOTIRES yy\oUOHAMA

-
driven to perform

TOYOTA 890 Brookway Blvd, Brookhaven
O B ROO K H Av I N Restrictions apply. See participating Toyota dealer for details. Offer valid on selected brands. OEM, OEA, and WIN
replacement tires only. Tires must be dealer-installed. Three tires at regular price, fourth tire for one dollar. Fourth tire

-

must be of equal or lesser value. Excludes mounting and balancing, sales tax, shop supplies, tire disposal, and other ap-

T 0 Y 0 T A o F B R o 0 K H A V E N c o M plicable taxes. Excludes previous purchases. Toyota and Scion vehicles only. Offer only available at participating Toyota
[ ]

dealers. Offer valid 4/10/18-4/30/18
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Hyde-Smlth goes to U.S. Senate

Special to Wesson News

A Co-Lin graduate from Brookhaven
has become Mississippi’s first woman
and first Southwestern Mississippi
native to serve in the U.S. Senate.

Before a crowd of local citizens
and state officials in Brookhaven,
Mississippi  Governor Phil Bryant
announced the appointment of Cindy
Hyde-Smith, the State Agriculture
and Commerce Commissioner, to fill
the seat of retiring U.S. Senator Thad
Cochran from April 1 until voters select
his replacement in a special November
election.

“This decision is all mine,” said
the Governor, who reportedly also
considered Lieutenant Governor Tate
Reeves and Secretary of State Delbert
Hoseman for the appointment.

With her husband Michael and
daughter Anna-Michael, Hyde-Smith
told the cheering crowd “I’'m honored
the Governor chose me when he had a
great list of qualified candidates.” In
her brief remarks, she also confronted
an issue that is likely to loom large
in her campaign for the November
special election -- namely, her history
as a Democrat before moving over to
the Republican Party with many other
Mississippi elected officials in 2010.

“I’ve been a conservative all my life,”
she proclaimed. As a Democrat, who
served Mississippi Senate District
39, which encompasses Lawrence
and Lincoln and parts of Copiah and
Walthall counties, for three terms
beginning in 2000, Hyde-Smith said
she left behind a “long paper trail” that
documents “a record of conservatism, a
record of accomplishments and getting

Wesson News

Wesson Mayor Alton Shaw congratulates new Mississippi U.S. Senator. Cindy Hyde-Smith

things done.” She also cited a list of
Republican causes she supports --
rebuilding the military, border security,
repealing Obamacare and protecting
Second Amendment rights; praised
the Trump Administration for slashing
government  regulations, repeated
President Trump’s “make America
great again battle cry” and reminded

her audience that she advised President
Trump on agricultural issues during his
run for the White House.

Wesson Mayor Alton Show, who was
on hand to celebrate the appointment of
the new Senator, said it was good to have
someone in the state’s Congressional
delegation who knows southwest

Mississippi.

“Our Congressional delegation has
always been responsive and listened
to our needs,” Shaw said. “But it’s a
bonus to have someone who personally
understands your interests and concerns
because they are part of your area.”

Currently, State Senator Chris
McDaniel, a conservative associated
with the Tea Party wing of the
Mississippi  Republican Party, and
Democrats Mike Espy, who served as
a Mississippi U.S. Representative and
President Bill Clinton’s Secretary of
Agriculture, and Tupelo Mayor Jason
Shelton will be on the November special
election ballot with Hyde-Smith. A
Chism Strategies poll recently showed
Espy leading in the race. McDaniel’s
campaign and around hundred county-
level Republican leaders across the
state have called on President Trump to
withhold support for Hyde-Smith.

Mississippi  voters first elected the
Lincoln County cattle farmer State
Commissioner of Agriculture and
Commerce in 2011 -- a role in which
she was instrumental in getting China
to lift its ban on importing American
beef and persuading U.S. authorities to
set standards for imported catfish, she
pointed out

“I pledge to you to serve all our citizens
with dignity, honor and respect,” Hyde-
Smith said. “I look forward to serving
in the U.S. Senate with Senator Roger
Wicker and Mississippi’s Congressional
delegation. You can get many things
done in Washington, DC, for Mississippi
and I look forward to working side by
side with them to truly make our state a
better place.”

Garden Club March honor yards

e R

All photos Special to Wesson News

Wesson Garden Club recognized the landscaping efforts of Copiah Bank on Highway 51 (left), Mrs. Albert Peets at 1014 Mount Zion Road (center) in a rural residential setting and Judy and Phillip
Case at 2001 Railroad Street in the Wesson corporate limits for its March Yard of the Month honors. The awards, based on maintenance and landscape design, seek to encourage ongoing
beautification and cleanliness of the Wesson area and cultivate a citizenry that values and protects natural resources and assumes responsibility for enhancing the environment. The Garden Club’s
Yard of the Month awards honor properties in organizational, town residential and rural residential (limited to Wesson School District) categories during the spring, summer and fall.
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Nine recognized for Co-Lin donations

Special to Wesson News

The Co-Lin Foundation welcomed
nine new members into its Hall of
Fame at its annual banquet last month.
The new people and organizations join
113 formerly recognized members
honored for donations in excess of
$10,000 to support the Foundation
from 1994 through 2017. They were:

Rachel Ragus and Elton Bolin
of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, for
supporting the Arthur Boyte, Jr.
Family Scholarship. = Ragus has
worked for the Baton Rouge Park and
Recreation Commission for the past
fifteen years and is a graduate of Co-
Lin Natchez. Bolin has managed a
tile business in Baton Rouge for the
past twenty-five years.

Arthur Leon and Edna Jerlene
Boyte of Roxie, Mississippi, for also
supporting the Arthur Boyte, Jr.
Family Scholarship, which honors
their son, who died in 1989, just shy
of his twenty-first birthday.

A 1959 Co-Lin graduate, Arthur
Boyte, Sr., worked for International
Paper at Natchez for thirty-three years
and served in the Mississippi National
Guard for twenty-three years. His
wife Edna worked in banking and for
the Department of Human Services at
Co-Lin Natchez, where she graduated
in 1989. They owned and operated
A&J Burgers in Bude from 1990-
1999.

Copiah County Medical Center
(CCMC) for supporting Co-Lin’s
Licensed Practical Nursing programs
through an Urban Research Park
CDE grant. Formerly Hardy Wilson
Memorial Hospital, CCMC is a
Critical Access Hospital that operates
in a new facility opened in 2017 and
houses twenty-five private, spacious
inpatient suites, nine state-of-the-art
emergency department rooms and
modern radiology, laboratory and
cardiopulmonary departments.

Insurance and Risk Managers
(IRM), one of the largest and fastest
growing insurance agencies in
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The Co-Lin Foundation inducted nine new members into its Hall of Fame. Those pictured (left
to right) are Curtis McMillan of Mendenhall, Edna and Arthur Boyte of Roxie, Rachel Ragus
and Elton Bolin of Baton Rouge, Insurance and Risk Managers represented by Josh Smith and
Mike Smith, King’s Daughters Medical Center represented by CEO Alvin Hoover, Burrell Kyzar
of Sumrall, Tricia Walker of Cleveland, and Copiah County Medical Center represented by CEO
Ben Lott. Marilyn Riley of Doylestown, Pennsylvania, is not pictured.

Mississippi based in Brookhaven, with
twenty locally-owned branches that
employ thirty-two persons, including
fifteen licensed professionals, from
Gulfport to Hernando and Natchez to
Meridian.

King’s Daughters Medical
Center (KDMC) of Brookhaven for
supporting Co-Lin athletics. Willing
Hearts Circle, a group organized in
1894 in Brookhaven to provide food,
clothing and medicine to the needy
and committed to nursing and visiting
the sick, opened the hospital in 1914,
operated a nursing school there from
1924-1944 and relocated KDMC to
its present location off Highway 51 in
1964.

Burrell Kyzar of Sumrall for
supporting the Jodie Kyzar Greer
George Scholarship, established in

memory of his aunt. The Lawrence
County native graduated from Co-
Lin in 1964 and started his career in
1967 with Blair, Follin, Allen, and
Walker, Inc. in Nashville, Tennessee,
after receiving a degree in marketing
from The University of Southern
Mississippi. He launched his own
employee benefit company -- Kyzar
and Company -- in 1974 at Harrisburg,
PA, which he sold to BancorpSouth in
2005.

Curtis McMillan of Mendenhall
for supporting the AJ, Charlene and
Susan Mangum Scholarship and
the Charlotte Hill Scholarship. A
1960 Co-Lin graduate, McMillian
played football for the Wolfpack and
later served as assistant coach at the
college and taught and coached at
Wesson High School. He now owns

a real estate and appraisal service
in Mendenhall, where he was an
alderman, mayor pro tem and city
judge, former member of the Lions
Club and a founder of the Simpson
County Academy. He is a member of
the Co-Lin Sports Hall of Fame and
will be inducted into the Mississippi
Community College Sports Hall of
Fame this month.

Marilyn Riley of Doylestown,
Pennsylvania, for supporting the
Bernard L. Riley Scholarship in
memory of her late husband, who was
a 1953 graduate of Co-Lin, where he
played basketball and was inducted
into the Sports Hall of Fame in 1989.
Bernard Riley worked in executive
positions at International Paper
Company, Emcore and Dataram
Corporations. He and his wife were
married for fifty-five years.

Tricia Walker of Cleveland for
supporting the Marie Farr Walker
scholarship, established in memory of
her mother. Co-Lin’s 2007 Alumnae
of the Year, Walker, a Fayette native,
graduated from the college in 1972,
was a member of the student Hall of
Fame and received degrees in music
education from Delta State and
music theory and composition from
Mississippi College before pursuing
a distinguished career as a singer and
songwriter. She toured extensively
with  Shania Twain and Paul
Overstreet as a keyboard accompanist
and vocalist, and performed at the
Grand Ole Opry with Connie Smith
and Roy Acuff. Faith Hill and Pattie
Loveless have recorded her songs,
and Alison Krauss won a Grammy
award with the recording of Walker’s
“Looking Through the Eyes of Love.”
Along with Pam Tillis, Karen Staley
and Ashley Cleveland, she was a
founding member of “Women in the
Round,” one of the most celebrated
foursomes at Nashville’s prestigious
Bluebird Café. She has performed
at the Country Music Hall of Fame
and the Tin Pan South Songwriting
Festival in Nashville.

Brookhaven Funeral Home

Pre-arrangment Specials
$2,445.00 off the original price!

Full Traditional Funeral Services
Quality Steel or Wood Casket (4 colors to choose from)
Pre -arranging locks in todays price and
ensures your family will know your true wishes

for $5,350.00*

*monthly payments are available

"Because a Life Well Lived Deserves a Service Well Planned"”
894 Natchez Dr. & 230 N. Jackson St., Brookhaven ¢ 601-384-7290 ¢ www.brookhavenfuneralhome.net

“A Family Serving Families”

As a minister and a father to five daughters,
Lance Moak understands the importance
of family. Lance specializes in helping people
pre-arrange funeral services, taking away the
difficult task of tough decisions at a most
stressful time from your loved ones.

To discuss the many options available to you,
contact Lance Moak at 601-384-7290
or Wayne Smith 601-833-1441
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Phyllis Jordan learned about “home” in Wesson

By Bob Arnold

Phyllis Jordan may reside in Dentville,
Mississippi, outside Hazlehurst, but
Wesson is her home, if that is the place
where you can find special people who
love and care for you.

In Wesson, Jordan found a place that
educated and nurtured her children and
provided employment, but she came to
fully appreciate it as “home” in 2015
when doctors told her husband, Eddy
Jordan, he needed a liver transplant.

“We had to go to New Orleans to live
while he prepared for surgery, received
his new liver, and recovered at Ochsner
Medical Center,” she relates. “Our
health insurance, fortunately, covered
the medical expenses, but we came
close to losing everything, with no
income coming in because we had to
quit our jobs, while trying to pay for
housing in New Orleans, keep our
house in Wesson, travel back and forth
from Wesson to New Orleans and
cover other general living expenses.”

The people of Wesson, however,
stepped up to help. They put dollars
and change in jars at Ashley’s 51
and the Dollar Store, donated money
through a Go Fund on the internet,
gave money directly to Jordan when
they saw her on the street.

“People I didn’t know would walk up
to me and put a hundred dollar bill in
my hand,” Jordan recalls. A church
raised $500 to assist her. “The people
of Wesson are unlike people I know
anywhere else in their generosity,”
Jordan says. “They opened their
hearts and pocketbooks. I couldn’t be
more grateful.”

Attracted by Wesson Attendance
Center, Jordan and her husband came
to Wesson in 1988 to rear their three
children -- Crissy, now 35; Sasha, now
30, who works at the Dollar Store;
and Zachery, now 25, and a licensed
preacher, who aspires to studying
for the ministry. They all attended
Wesson Attendance Center, starting

Wesson News

Degree in Criminal Justice from
American International University.
She is now a regional retail service
manager for American Greeting Cards,
maintaining point-of-sales displays
and taking and delivering card orders
at large and small stores throughout
the area. Jordan’s retail work has
also encompassed employment at the

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR

in elementary school and graduating
from Wesson, High School. Jordan’s
husband built a carpentry business in
Wesson and she made a career in the
retail business, including working for
the Dollar Store from 2012-2018.

In 1988, Jordan earned her high
school diploma online and went back to
the internet in 2006 to get a Bachelor’s

Dollar Store in Crystal Springs and
Wal-Mart, Piggly-Wiggly and Fred’s in
Hazlehurst. Today, she and Eddy live
in her grandmother’s old house near
Hazlehurst, but Wesson is still where
they found a “home.”

What are your hobbies?
I read, keep a journal, tend a garden

and do yard work. I have seven cats
and two dogs -- a pitbull and chiwawa.
If a stray wanders into my yard, I will
probably keep it.

You say you are a reader?

I focus on religious, spiritual and
devotional reading. At Gallman
Baptist Church, I am part of Bible
studies and enjoy reading scripture. |
like Max Lucado, who has written a lot
of books on Christian living.

Favorite movies?

The last movies I watched were
cartoons with my kids. On television,
I enjoy the Hallmark channel.
Otherwise, | am not a big TV watcher.
On the other hand, I have become a fan
of religious drama with performance
of Heaven’s Gate-Hell’s Flame and
Judgment House at Clear Branch
Baptist Church.

Would you change anything about
your life?

Everything I have been through has
made me what I am, and I like my life,
including 32 years of marriage.

Do you have any wishes you would
ask the good fairy to grant you?

My house needs to be totally
renovated. The roof needs to be
repaired. The kitchen needs attention.
Recently, a pickup truck crashed
into my front porch. My husband, a
carpenter, can do a lot of the work. My
wish is that we get at it!

Would you change the world in any
way?

I would make everyone get along
with each other and stop racism.

Flea Market Items

I_ I — - - -

— — L

M|II Town Mall

Over 50 Vendor Booths & 15,000 sq. ft. of Merchandise
Antiques, Collectibles

Something for everyone!
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Saturday

601-643-1446

TAX-REFUND SALE'

B Queen

Twi
Full
Kint

& e

GHECK OUT - MATTRESSES!
.-§319 a $379
.

| $279

TH. PERKINS F'UNITURE CO.

Highland Square Shopping Center

520 Brookway Blvd.

830 Brookway Blvd.
Brookhaven °

* 601-833-1143

601-833-7351 * Mon.-Sat. 9-6

Visit us at www.thperkinsfurniture.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED FOR131 YEARS

Pick up available
Call AC 601-552-9210
or Jimmy 601-826-0821
2066 HWY 51
Wesson Ms 39191

BIBLE STUDIES

<= Lifting Up Jesus

“But I, when | am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself.” John 12:32

Name

[ 1 would like to receive my free Bible Study Guides.

Address

City

State ZIP

Mark for a Free DVD or Book of Your Choice:
[J The Final Events on Bible Prophecy DVD.
[ Secrets for Feeling Fit.

Mail to PO Box 1812 Ridgeland MS 39157
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Unique

By Guest Columnist Shaw Furlow

Nearly every
Thursday morn-
ing, just to the
south of Wesson
off Highway 51
in an old barn,
you can find a
dedicated group
of artists sitting
at their easels or
work  stations,
doing what they
love. Painting.
Tucked away in a
serene setting off Newman Trail is
the Art Barn, built to give artists a
space to work and young students a
setting to learn - a unique place that
nurtures artists in different ways.

Ava Jane Newell’s husband Mark
built it in 2000 to give her a place
to teach. He used materials mostly
scrounged, borrowed or donated.

Special to Wesson News

“Windows, doors came from old
barns and houses,” Newell told me
on a recent visit to this magical place.

barn nurtures artlsts

On the floor are sporadic paint spills
along with some pretty clever de-
signs. “Students painted their names
all over the floor, and whatever else
they thought of,” Newell says. While
Newell no longer teaches, she has
opened up the barn to artists to use as
a work space. “From ten until two ev-
ery Thursday, we gather to paint and
have fun. Of course, food and coffee
are also involved.”

The idea of the Brookhaven Region-
al Arts Guild (BRAG), which has be-
come a growing influence in the arts
in our area, came out of the Art Barn.
BRAG sponsors several art showings
throughout the year, including an an-
nual show in which it awards ribbons
to the best in several media and an
overall best work.

I came to the Art Barn to learn more
about a project Newell and fellow art-
ist Maxine Minter undertook during
January -- to paint constantly every
day and complete as many works as
possible during the month.

“It takes over your whole life. My sun
room is filled with paintings.” Newell
added: “The painting never stops. |
took my water colors with me when
I visited Texas during the month.”
Newell pursued the challenge previ-
ously, but this was the first time for
Minter. “Painting keeps you sharp,”
Newell said as the explanation for the

AREA
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project. “You don’t just pick up your
brushes and start painting. It takes a
lot of preparation.” Since January,
four of Minter’s marathon painting
month works have been selected for
post cards to promote her home town
of Savanna, Tennessee.

But the Art Barn is more than mara-

“] was able to com-

plete twelve
ings,” Minter, 92, said.

paint- |

Wesson News
Art Barn painters (left to right) are Sharon Allen, Ava Jane Newell,
Maxine Minter and Betty Bullard.
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thon painting. It’s about giving artists
a venue for perfecting technique and
a place to find unique ways to express
their deepest feelings and emotions.
While I looked around at all the works
hanging on every inch of the walls, I
stood behind Bettie Bullard, fascinat-
ed by her technique -- applying just a
dab of paint to her canvass, and then
with a cloth manipulating the col-
or just the way she wanted it. I also
watched Sharon Allen working on a
project near to her heart. After her
young adult daughter died, she chose
a unique way to memorialize her:
decorative boxes for storing books.

“She was a reader,” Allen says. “So
I'm building these boxes for books.
People can take a book and read it
and return it.” She was working on
her third box. The first one is at her
house, while the second one is at Dr.
Sessums pediatric dentist office.

I confess that I once took an art class
to meet a girl. I learned how to draw
a box and a corner -- and I got a date.
The Art Barn proves there is more to
be had!

That’s it this month, friends. Plays
are running, music is being played
and festivals and outdoor concerts are
just around the corner. Go out and
support the arts!

EDITOR’S NOTE: R. Shaw Fur-
low is a local composer, musician
and arts promoter. He produces an
internet-based video show -- From
the Shadyside -- that spotlights area
musical talent and is a consultant
to school bands in the region for
Brookhaven Music and Sound.

MWl Gown Salon

&@agx Spw

Haircuts. Color, Waxing, Nail & Massage Services.
Facial Treatments. Special Occasion Hair & Makeup.

601-643-3050

2053 Hwy 51 Wesson, MS 39191 mill

hl
yspa@ net

RUNYAN AUTOMOTIVE

DEAN RUNYAN

601-717-4412
1024 MAIN STREET WESSON, MS 39191

Lowery, Payn, and Leggell

ACCOUNTING, TAX, AND AUDITING SERVICES

Paftrick E. Lowery, CPA
Sharon E. Payn, CPA
Stacy B. Leggelt, CPA

601-833-1456 « FAX 601-833-9896
207 SOUTH RAILROAD AVENUE ¢ BROOKHAVEN

—
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Pharmacy & Gifts

214 W. Gallatin St. Hazlehurst, MS 39083

601-894-3571
Open Mon-Fri 8-6 Sat 8-5
Serving the Copiah County area for over 100 years
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New WAF ball-playing season begins

Special to Wesson News

Play ball!! Between 300 and 400
children from four years old to twelve
years old are responding to the charge
this year through thirty-two teams that
are playing in the new Wesson Athletic
Foundation (WAF) season that opened
this past weekend and concludes at the
end of May.

Every Saturday over the next seven
weeks, baseball, softball and forms of
these sports designed for very young
children will make the Hiram C.
Newman Memorial Fields on Grove
Street the center of community activity,
with more than a 1,000 strong on hand
-- boys and girls who play, their parents
and grandparents, who volunteer as
WAF coaches, concession stand staff,
maintenance workers and officers, and
fans, who enjoy the games and social life
at the ball park.

WAPF fields Tee Ball teams

the ages and genders of the players. In
Tee Ball, batters hit a ball placed on
an adjustable tee atop home plate and
players learn other game skills. Coach-
pitch baseball or softball (sometimes
called Buddy Ball) is the next step for
children in which the team coaches pitch
to batters on the opposing team, with the
intent of allowing them to hit the ball or
putitinto play. Finally, the girls and boys
move on to softball and baseball.

The season for the varied WAF teams
will feature twelve to sixteen games.
In softball and baseball competition,
teams from the Copiah County Baseball
Association also play their WAF
counterparts. At the end of season,
WAF chooses All Star Teams with the
outstanding performers in coach-pitch,
and regular softball and baseball. The
softball and baseball All Star teams
compete with similar All Star teams
from throughout the state and region
in post-season tournament

for boys and girls aged S PO RTS play organized by the U.S.
four, five and six years old; Specialty Sports Association

coach-pitch softball teams
for children seven and eight
years old, softball teams for
girls nine, ten, eleven and twelve years
old; and baseball teams for boys nine,
ten, eleven and twelve years old. The
games are played on four different fields
-- each one laid out to accommodate

FSHORTS @

(USSA). In 2012, WAF’s
baseball All Stars of eleven
and twelve year old boys
competed for the state championship.

WAF’s origins trace to the 1970s,
when Co-Lin started baseball and
softball programs that involved some

30 to 40 children. By the 1990s, a
loose organization of volunteers was
spearheading expanding programs
with some 90 to 100 participants. With
land donations that allowed them to
develop new ball fields, the need for
additional acreage to serve growing
numbers of children, and a concessions
business that was generating increasing
funds, volunteers, who guided the
program, decided to incorporate as
the Wesson Athletic Foundation in
2006 in a formalized structure with a
board, bylaws, and stricter financial
management. By 2009, WAF had
purchased five acres of the Hiram
Newman land and received donated land
for its Buddy Ball field and a parking lot.

Although WAF Today draws its
participants primarily from the Wesson
area, children from Bogue Chitto, Bude,
Crystal Springs, Hazlehurst, Meadville
and Monticello are also involved in
it program. It operates as a member-
owned organization. The members are
the parents or grandparents, who pay
fees for their children to play on WAF
teams (currently $65 for one child and
$50 for each additional child three years
old to six years old and $75 for one child
and $60 for each additional child seven
years old to twelve years old). Beyond
the fees, which cover uniforms and
season-end trophies and medallions for

players, WAF generates revenues for
maintenance and improvements, lights,
utilities, and umpires from concession
sales, thirty-two team sponsors ($300
each) and six scoreboard sponsors
($1000 each).

“Our strength is that we are an
organization owned by member
volunteers who will do anything to
benefit the children we serve,” says
WAF board member Brett Selman.
“Organizations that provide similar
services are most often departments
of parks and recreation operated
government, which do not have the
kind of stakeholders we have -- parents
and grandparents concerned about the
quality and value of our program.”

A former board member adds:
“Coaches, the volunteers who maintain
the playing fields, concession stand
workers and the organization’s officers
bond as they work together. I made some
of my best friends through service with
the Wesson Athletic Foundation. Even
when the work was done, we would hang
around the ball fields and talk with each
other.”

In addition to Selman, WAF’s current
board members are Cody Burns, Travis
Coleman, Clay Earl, Jake Martin,
Travis Smith, Scotty Thaxton and Todd
Warren.

GUNS - AMMO - ACCESSORIES - ELECTRONICS - JEWELRY - PET SUPPLIES - TOOLS - APPLIANCES & LOTS MORE

51 )l

601-835- 2661

750 Hwy. 51 SE, Brookhaven MS (next to Bobby's Alternator & Starter)
Family owned and operated: Ryan, Candice, Josh and Sissy Strange.

&3 Like us on Facebook!

Open Monday-Friday 8 am-5pm Sat 8 am -12 noon. Come see us!

Southern wﬂldlng SmmIv, ING.

676 Industrial Park Rd NE
Brookhaven 601-833-5037
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Scoreboard

March 13-April 10

WHS Cobras

Baseball

Record: Recent Wins: Jefferson Davis Country. 14-1. Recent Losses:
Columbia. 8-1. Bookhaven. 13-1. 5-1. West Marion. 6-5, 15-0. Terry. 8-6

Softball

Record: 8-2. Recent Wins: Tylertown. 17-0. Salem. 10-0. Columbia 12-0.

Purvis. 3-0. Franklin County. 12-0. Recent Losses: Sumrall. 5-3.
Tennis

Record: 3-0. Recent Wins: Franklin County. 6-1. Loyd Star. 4-3. West
Marion. 6-1

Co-Lin Wolves
Baseball

Record: 14-9. Recent Wins: Southwest. 13-11, 8-5, 14-4. Highland, lllinois.

6-1, 12-2. Marshalltown. 8-6. East Mississir i. 8-4.Recent Losses:
Meridian. 12-11, 7-6. Mississippi Gulf Coast. 13-5, 6-5. East Mississippi.
13-11. Northwest Mississippi. 9-5, 7-2.

Softball
Record: 15-13. Recent Wins: Coahoma. 9-1, 13-0. Southwest. 4-2,

5-3. Baton Rouge. 4-2, 8-4. Meridian. 3-0, 2-0. Recent Losses: East
Mississippi. 9-5, 8-0. Jones County. 8-0, 9-0. Itawamba. 8-0, 4-1.

Men’s Tennis

Record: 4-3. Recent Wins: East Central. 5-4. Wallace State. 5-4. Recent
Losses: Hinds. 6-3. Mississippi Gulf Coast. 5-4. Meridian. 6-3.

Ladies’ Tennis

Record: 5-2. Recent Wins: Hinds. 7-2. East Central 6-3. Wallace State.
6-3. Meridian. 5-4. Recent Losses: Mississippi Gulf Coast. 5-4.

Golf

Third in Mississippi Association of Community and Junior Colleges
(MACJC) tournament at Northwood in Meridian. Fourth in MACJC
tournament at Riverbirch in Amory, Mississippi.

Mwwg Fabhics

e Quilting Cottons e Patterns
e Denim e Notions
e Knits e Thread

www.GardensongFabrics.com

X j ] Open Wednesday - Saturday
YN 601.748.4870
w/ 1888 East Lincoln Road Brookhaven, MS 'i @

UPCOMING
SPORTING EVENTS

MARCH 13

Co-Lin baseball Wolves play Spoon River
in double header. 1 p.m. &4 p.m.

APRIL 10

Co-Lin baseball Wolves play doubleheader
against Jones County. 3 p.m. &6 p.m.

Co-Lin softball Wolves play doubleheader
against Pearl River. 3 p.m. &5 p.m.

Wesson High School junior varsity and
varsity baseball Cobras play at Tylertown.
4:30 p.m. & 6:30 p.m.

Wesson High School varsity softball
Cobras play at Franklin County. 6 p.m.

APRIL 11

Co-Lin Wolves men and women tennis
teams play at Mississippi Gulf Coast. 1
p.m.

APRIL 12

Co-Lin Wolves men and women tennis
teams play Holmes. 2 p.m.

Co-Lin softball Wolves play doubleheader
against Northeast. 2 p.m. & 4 p.m.

Wesson High School varsity softball
Cobras play at Loyd Star. 6:30 p.m.

Co-Lin Wolves golf team begins play in
MACJC State Championship tournament
at Dancing Rabbit in Choctaw, Mississippi,
and continues April 13.

APRIL 13

Wesson High School junior varsity and
varsity baseball Cobras play Tylertown.
4:30 p.m. & 6:30 p.m.

APRIL 14

Co-Lin Wolves men and women tennis
teams play Meridian. 11 a.m.

Co-Lin baseball Wolves play doubleheader
at Coahoma. 12 noon & 3 p.m.

Wesson High School varsity baseball
Cobras play at Enterprise. 1 p.m.

Wesson High School varsity softball
Cobras play Mize. 6 p.m.

APRIL 16
Wesson High School varsity baseball
Cobras play at North Pike. 6 p.m.

Wesson High School varsity softball
Cobras play at Warren Central. 6 p.m.

APRIL 17
Co-Lin softball Wolves play doubleheader
atHinds. 3p.m. &5p.m.

Wesson High School varsity softball
Cobras play West Lincoln. 6 p.m.

April 18

Co-Lin baseball Wolves play doubleheader
at East Central. 3 p.m. &6 p.m.

APRIL 21
Co-Lin softball Wolves play doubleheader
against Holmes. 12 noon & 2 p.m.

Co-Lin baseball Wolves play doubleheader
against Holmes. 2 p.m. &5 p.m.

APRIL 24

Co-Lin baseball Wolves play doubleheader
against Hinds. 3 p.m. &6 p.m.

APRIL 28

Co-Lin baseball Wolves play doubleheader
against ltawamba. 2 p.m. & 5 p.m.

Co-Lin Wolves golf team begins play
in NJCAA District D Championship
tournament at Lion Hills in Columbus,
Mississippi, and continues April 29.

MAY 2
Co-Lin softball Wolves play doubleheader
against Pearl River. 3 p.m. &5 p.m.

Co-Lin baseball Wolves play doubleheader
at Pearl River. 3 p.m. &6 p.m.

MAY 5
Co-Lin baseball Wolves play doubleheader
at Mississippi Delta. 1 p.m. & 4 p.m.

CONTRACTORS

METAL ROOFS - POL BARNS  METAL BUILDINGS
PAXTON CUPIT & PAYTON CUPIT

601-757-7910 601-695-6845
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MISSISSIPPI’S
BEST DEALER

YOUR
HOMETOWN DEALER

Our 6“{ Anniversary sale was a great success!
N ow we have a lot of trades in stock, and you will be
the one to benefit with huge savings.

ROGEL FORD IN CONJUNCTION WITH FORD MOTOR COMPANY WILL BE HOLDING OUR 8™
DRIVEAURSCHOOL EVENT, BENEFITING THE WESSON ATTENDANCE CENTER NEW BAND HALL ON
SATURDAY APRIL 14™ FROM 9AM TO 3PM AT THE SCHOOL.

ROGEL FORD WILL HAVE 10 VEHICLES THERE INCLUDING THE F-150, F250, ESCAPE, FUSION, MUSTANG,
THE ALL NEW 2018 EXPEDITION, AND ECOSPORT SUV, EACH TEST DRIVE WILL EARN THE SCHOOL $20.00
PLUS ANOTHER $10.00 IF YOU TEST DRIVE THE EXPEDTION OR ECOSPORT SUV AFTER YOUR FIRST TEST
DRIVE, THIS GIVES THE SCHOOL A OPPORTUNITY TO EARN UP TO $8000.00.

THERE IS A LOT OF MISCONCEPTION THAT WE ARE THERE TO SALE AND BOTHER YOU AFTER THE EVENT
AND THAT IS NOT TRUE, WE DO NOT TRY AND SELL YOU NOR DO WE CONTACT YOU AFTER THE EVENT
UNLESS YOU ASK US TO, SO PLEASE COME OUT AND SUPPORT THE SCHOOL AND THEIR QUEST FOR A NEW
BAND HALL.

Must be 18 years of age or older, Must have a valid Drivers Licenses.

601-892-3673




