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By Bob Arnold

 Dr. Jane Hulon, Vice President of 
the Co-Lin Wesson Campus, will 
become the college’s eighth president 
beginning July 1, succeeding Dr. 
Ronnie Nettles, who announced his 
retirement in November. The Co-
Lin Board of Trustees announced its 
selection at its monthly meeting.  
 “I am extremely grateful for the 
confi dence that the Board of Trustees 
has shown in me and am thrilled to 
have the opportunity to lead Co-

Lin in a presidential capacity,” 
Dr. Hulon said. “My dedication 
to the outstanding student body 
and dedicated employees has been 
unwavering.  In my sixteen years at 
the college, I have served in a variety 
of executive leadership roles that have 
prepared me for this extraordinary 
opportunity.  It will be an honor to 
follow in the footsteps of phenomenal 
educational leaders and to serve Co-
Lin as its eighth president.”
 Hulon’s experience encompasses 

academic, career-technical, student 
services, institutional development, 
information technology, business 
services, athletics, workforce and 
other non-credit areas at Co-Lin.
 She is serving in her tenth year 
at the Vice Presidential level at the 
college. In her current role as Vice 
President of the Wesson Campus, 
Hulon supervises all instructional 
and instructional support programs 
located on the Wesson Campus and 
works closely with the leadership at 

the Natchez Campus and Simpson 
County Center. In addition, she has 
been responsible for overseeing the 
Southern Association of Colleges 
and Schools Commission on 
Colleges accreditation process for the 
institution.
 Previously at Co-Lin, Hulon has 
served as the Vice President of 
Instructional Services, Academic 
Dean of Instruction and Director 
of Planning and Research.  She has 
also held instructional, research, 

Hulon named President of Co-Lin
Wesson News

Friends of Library offi cers and members accept Organization of the Year Award.

Wesson News

Melissa and Lee Meredith (left), owners of the Milltown Mall Antiques and Flea Market, 
accept Business of Year Award with their employees and children.

ministry of Wesson Baptist Church.
• Dot Jones the Wesson Ageless Hero 
Award.
• Jennie Skinner the Wesson 
Attendance Center Educator of the 
Year Award.
• Juanita Proffi tt the Co-Lin Educator 
of the Year Award.
 At the award ceremonies, outgoing 
Chamber president Stephen Ashley 
called people the “magic of our 
town,” saying Wesson was a special 
place because of  “special people 
with hearts.”
 Featured speaker Dr.  Ronnie 
Nettles, who is retiring as President 
of Co-Lin, picked up on this theme, 
refl ecting on the special character of 
leadership and community support in 
Wesson, where he has resided for 24 
years, and pointing to the beginning 
of the college as illustrative.
 “In 1914, Wesson leaders wanted 

Wesson News

 The Wesson Chamber of Commerce 
honored a local business, church 
and service organization and three 
citizens at its 2018  banquet last 
month -- an event that was also an 
occasion to celebrate the special 
character of Wesson and its people.
 The Chamber presented:
• Lee and Melissa Meredith the 
Business of the Year Award in honor 
of their management of the Milltown 
Mall Antiques and Flea Market.
• Wesson Friends of the Library 
(FOL) offi cers Susan Hennington 
(president), Pat McCreary (president-
elect), Marilyn Britt (vice president), 
JoAnne Miller (vice president-
elect), Violet Corrales (secretary), 
Jacque Coons (treasurer) and Lauren 
Sones and April Alsbury (technical 
support and grants coordinators) the 
Organization of the Year Award, 
recognizing FOL activities.
• Rev. Nelson Santa Ana the 
Community Service Award for the 

Chamber honors organizations & citizens

Cont. on page 10

Cont. on page 3
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Police Blotter
Special to Wesson News

During January, Wesson Police Department 
activity also encompassed:

Response to:
• Two vehicular accidents
• One general disturbance
• One stolen vehicle
• One juvenile malicious mischief incident
Citations & arrests:
• One aggravated domestic violence
• One family disturbance
• Seven speeding
• One noise ordinance violation
• Two failures to heed stop signs
• One improper equipment violation
• One driving with no proof of liability 
insurance
• Four failures to appear in court
• Three contempt of court
• One trespassing
• Two possession of marijuana in a motor 
vehicle

On school days, the Wesson Police 
Department facilitates traffi c fl ow at 
Wesson Attendance Center with offi cers 
on duty between 7 a.m. and 8 a.m. and 3 p.m. 
and 3:30 p.m.

 FEBRUARY 13
 Institute for Learning in Retirement luncheon 
featuring Dogwood Cross -- a musical group that 
will entertain with Bluegrass, Folk and Gospel 
selections.  A workshop -- Dance Exercise & 
Wellness -- led by Sharon Langley and King’s 
Daughters Therapy Center’s Lori Bridges follows.  
The luncheon is $10 and the workshop is free.  
Co-Lin Thames Center.  10:30 a.m.
 Diabetes support group.  Meets weekly on 
Tuesdays.  Education Annex at King’s Daughters 
Medical Center, Brookhaven.  1:30 p.m.  For 
information, call Natalie Ybarra at 601-835-9489.  
 Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) and VFW 
Auxiliary Post 2618 meet.  $5 for meal.  VFW Hall 
on Industrial Park Road, Brookhaven.  5:30 p.m.  
FEBRUARY 14
 Keep Copiah County Beautiful meets.   
USDA Service Center (27169 Highway 28, Suite 
A, Hazlehurst).  9 a.m.
 Viewings by appointment of Greg Cartmell 
art show on Wednesdays through February 1.  
Enochs Art Gallery at Mississippi School for the 
Arts in downtown Brookhaven.  10 a.m.-2 p.m.  
Call 601-823-1300.  Cartmell showcases his 
works at exhibition throughout the country.  For 
information, visit www.gregcartmell.com.   
FEBRUARY 16
 Brookhaven Little Theater performance of 
The Odd Couple.  $20 tickets.  Haven Theater, 
Cherokee Street, Brookhaven.  7 p.m.  Also 
performances on February 17 (7 p.m.) and 
February 18 (2 p.m.)
FEBRUARY 19                                                                                                                                              
 Beginner clogging classes for persons of 
all ages beyond fi ve-years-old are held every 
Monday night.  A small fee is charged each 
month.  Brookhaven Recreation Department on 
Highway 51.  Call 601-833-3791.  
FEBRUARY 20                                                                                                                                        
 Day one of a two-day acrylic/watercolor 
workshop conducted by Jan Wilkin from New 
Orleans, hosted by Brookhaven Regional 
Arts Guild (BRAG).  Wilkin uses unusual 
tools to create unique paintings that can 
be completed in one day.  For information, 
visit the BRAG Facebook page or email 
brookhavenregionalartguild@gmail.com.
 Institute for Learning in Retirement movie, 
Hello, My Name is Doris, a comedy fi lm starring 
Sally Field.  Free.  Co-Lin Thames Center.  1:30 
p.m.
 Copiah County Master Gardeners monthly 
meeting.  Mississippi State University Extension 
Offi ce at Gallman.  6 p.m.                                     
 American Legion Post #79 meets.  American 
Legion Lodge on Main Street, Wesson.  6:30 p.m.  
For information, call 601-563-5438.
FEBRUARY 21                                                                                                                                              

 WorkKeys Assessment examination for 
Career Readiness Certifi cate.  Thames Center on 
Co-Lin campus.  8:45 a.m.-12 noon.  Also March 
7.  Participants must register in advance. 
 Mississippi Blook Services will hold 
a community blood drive.  First United 

Methodist Church, Brookhaven.  12 noon-6 
p.m.  For information, visit msblood.com or call 
888-90-BLOOD.
FEBRUARY 22
 Institute for Learning in Retirement day trip, 
with visits to the new Museum of Mississippi and 
the Civil Rights Museum in Jackson.  $20 for 
bus and museum fee.  Departs Co-Lin Thames 
Center at 9 a.m. and leaves Jackson at 2 p.m. to 
return to Co-Lin.
 Wesson Lions Club meets.  Student cafeteria 
conference room at Co-Lin.  6:30 p.m.
FEBRUARY 24
 The Krewe of Ceres will host its 51st annual 
charity ball.  Tickets are $50.  Lincoln Civic 
Center.   Doors open at 6:30 p.m., with the Court 
presentation starting at 7:30 p.m.  Contact 601-
757-6141.
FEBRUARY 26
 Blood drive every second and fourth Monday.  
King’s Daughters Medical Center Hospital Annex.  
1 p.m.- 6 p.m.  Call 800-817-7449 for information. 
 FEBRUARY 27                                                                                                                                  
 Mission Mississippi Lincoln County meets.  
Bethel AME Church.  5:15 p.m.
Wesson Chamber of Commerce meets.  
Refreshments provided.  Former Los Lobos 
location.  5:30 p.m.
MARCH 1                                                                                                                                             
 Two Institute for Learning in Retirement 
workshops -- Famous Couples, with 
presentations by ILR members on fi ctional, 
infamous and historical couples, among others.  
A scholarly presentation with discussion led by 
the Co-Lin Centurion Club follows.  Free.   Co-Lin 
Thames Center.  10 a.m.
MARCH 3
 Goin’ to Town Car Show.  Fees $10 (pre-
entry) and $15 (day of show).  Downtown 
Brookhaven.  For information, call 601-833-8680 
or 601-833-1411.
MARCH 6
 Wesson Board of Aldermen meet.  City Hall.  6 p.m.                                                                                                                          
MARCH 7                                                                                                                                               
 Mississippi School of the Arts Spring Dance 

Concert.  Enochs Theater on MSA campus in 
downtown Brookhaven.  Free.  Also March 8 & 9.  
7 p.m.
MARCH 8                                                                                                                                         
 Institute for Learning in Retirement luncheon 
featuring guest speaker Kathryn Collins, Director 
of the Mississippi Job Corps.  Floral Design, a 
workshop, follows.  Luncheon is $10 and the 
workshop is free.  Co-Lin Thames Center.  10 
a.m.
 American Legion John Edwards Post 12 
meets.  All members, veterans and their spouses 
are welcome.  4 p.m.  Jimmy Furlow Senior 
Citizens Center.  For information, call 601-835-
8173. 
 Widows Support Group meets.  The group 
supports widows, who are walking through the 
grief process, with programs on pertinent issues 
related to their situation.  Brookhaven.  5 p.m.  
For further information, contact Becky Vaughn 
Furlow at bvaughnfurlow@gmail.com or 601-540-
4308. 
 Wesson Lions Club meets.  Student cafeteria 
conference room at Co-Lin.  6:30 p.m.
CONTINUING
 Alcoholics Anonymous meets at convenient 
times seven days of every week.  First United 
Methodist Church, 215 West Cherokee Street, 
Brookhaven.  Open meetings are Mondays at 
noon and Tuesdays (Big Book Study), Fridays 
and Saturdays at 7:30 p.m.  Closed meetings are 
Wednesdays and Fridays (Big Book Study) at 
noon and Thursdays and Sundays at 7:30 p.m.
 Brookhaven Regional Arts Guild members 
work on projects every Thursday of the month 
from 9 a.m.-12 noon at the Brookhaven-Lincoln 
County Public Library in the Vernon Room when 
it is available.  
 Brookhaven 55 South Flea Market is open 
on Saturdays and Sundays next to the Lincoln 
County Civic Center.  Ten per cent of the profi ts 
each weekend are donated to a local charity.  9 
a.m.-4 p.m.
Email Community Calendar items to 

bobarnold@wessonnews.com. 

February & March weather forecast:  The Old Farmer’s Almanac calls for an average of temperature of 46 degrees F (one degree below 
average) with precipitation of fi ve inches (average) February and 57 degrees F (one degree above average) with precipitation of eight inches 
(two inches above average) in March.  February 13-15: Rainy, then sunny, cool.  February 16-21:  Sunny, seasonable.  February 20-28:  Rainy 
periods, mild.  March 1-9:  Scattered t-storms, warm.  March 10-12:  Sunny, cool.

Community Calendar

QUICK. EASY. TRUSTED.
Come in today for a quick oil

change and great service!

300 HWY 51 South
Brookhaven, MS
601-833-2065

$7 off 
any full service oil change

free car wash
and vaccum

with the purchase
of an oil change
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and administrative positions at East 
Mississippi Community College’s 
Golden Triangle Campus, Mississippi 
State University, Mississippi 
Department of Education, Jones 
County Junior College and Jones 
County Schools.
 Hulon attended Jones County Junior 
College and received both a Bachelor 
of Science Degree and a Master of 

By Bob Arnold

 Companies inquiring about Copiah 
County as a location for facilities 
are calling him, but Copiah County 
Economic Development District 
(CCEDE) Executive Director Arthur 
Lee Evans, Jr., too often finds they 
perceive the area’s workforce is largely 
rural, without the skills required for 
jobs in their facilities.
 In 2018, Evans will have a strong 
argument to counter that perception: 
certification of Copiah County as a 
Work Ready Community (WRC) by 
Iowa-based ACT, which works broadly 
in lifelong learning to help people 
achieve their potential for success in 
schools and workplaces.  In Southwest 
Mississippi, Copiah County is joining 
Adams and Lincoln Counties as WRC 
certified, with sufficient numbers of 
its current workforce who presently 
have jobs, those in the transitioning 
workforce who are unemployed and 
high school and college students and 
recent graduates in the emerging 
workforce demonstrating proficiency 
in mathematics, locating information 
and reading for information -- 
the essential skills needed for 
workplace success -- by passing the 
ACT WorkKeys assessment and 
earning National Career Readiness 
Certificates (NCRCs).  
 “If companies have specialized 
skills needs, we can also help prepare 
workers through Co-Lin, which is 
also leading the WRC initiative in 
the region,” Evans says. Working 
in conjunction with the State of 
Mississippi, Co-Lin offers programs 
and services to recruit and prepare a 
workforce customized to an industry’s 
specific needs. Our workforce is an 

Education Degree in Curriculum 
and Instruction from the University 
of Southern Mississippi. She earned 
her Doctorate in Higher Education 
Administration from Mississippi 
State University.  
 Hulon is a member of numerous 
organizations, including the 
Mississippi Academic Officers 
Association (Past-President), the 

important asset in marketing Copiah 
County to prospective employers, not 
a liability.”
 Although Evans targets a variety 
of businesses in his economic 
development efforts to diversify 
industry in Copiah County, the skills 
of the current labor force honed by 
existing companies guide him to 
hunting grounds that encompass the 
distribution and trucking, forestry, 
poultry, plastics manufacturing, 
electrical/ transformer, carpentry and 
construction industries.
 Along with the workforce, Evans’ 
arguments for locating businesses in 
Copiah County include:
• The Copiah County Industrial Park 
(CCIP) at Gallman, Mississippi, 
with electricity, gas, water and 
sewer services in play on 465 acres, 
including some 300-plus acres 
available for growth and the largest 
tract of  50.2 developable acres;
• Former industrial buildings and 

Mississippi Association of Colleges, 
Wesson Chamber of Commerce 
(past Board of Directors member), 
and Wesson Garden Club.  She has 
participated in the Education Policy 
Fellowship Program, Leadership 
Jones County, and Mississippi 
Community College Leadership 
Academy (MCCLA). She is a 
past recipient of Co-Lin’s High 
Performance Award, the Phi Theta 

facilities where companies can readily 
set up new operations;
• Convenient transportation options 
readily accessible to CCIP and 
other business locations, including 
Interstate 55 and U.S. Highway 
51, the Canadian National/Illinois 
Central (on site); a county airport, 
Jackson International Airport and 
New Orleans International Airport; 
the Port of Natchez on the Mississippi 
River and Gulfport, Mississippi’s deep 
water port on the Gulf of Mexico;
• Potential customers in the presence 
of other businesses located in the area;
and
• Pro-business county supervisors 
and others in the area willing to 
work together to gain new employers 
by addressing their needs through 
incentives, tax advantages and 
financial assistance.
 Working with a total organizational 
budget of approximately $150,000 
from funds contributed by its 

Kappa Go-Getter Award and National 
Distinguished Administrator Award 
and Wesson Chamber of Commerce 
Outstanding Educator Award.  She 
was also asked to serve on a state-
wide taskforce for Dual Enrollment/
Dual Credit.  Hulon was married to 
the late Jim Hulon and is the mother 
of two sons, Will and Drew. She and 
her sons are members of Zion Hill 
Baptist Church, where she serves as a 
member of the Youth Committee.

sponsors, including the Copiah 
County government, local businesses 
and other stewards, CCED carries 
these messages to corporate decision-
makers under the “Let’s Do Business” 
theme through a marketing program 
that includes television, newspapers 
and magazines and a web site.
 During 2017, a variety of small 
businesses started operations in 
Copiah County:  Roses Express, a new 
retailer in Hazlehurst; restaurants, 
including a pizza lounge in Crystal 
Springs; a graphics service in Crystal 
Springs, healthcare businesses, 
including clinics and nursing homes; 
and the Family Dollar store in Wesson.  
DG Foods installed new production 
equipment for chicken processing 
operations, with the addition of new 
employees.  Other companies that 
expanded their existing operations 
were ABB’s Small Power Transformer 
division and oil-filled instrument 
transformers manufacturing facility 
at Crystal Springs, and McNeely 
Plastics’ and the Sanderson Farms 
poultry processing plant at CCIP.
 “The closure of API at Wesson was 
a negative in 2017, but its former 
building offers companies a site to 
set up ready operations,” Evans says.  
“The  former Universal plant in CCIP 
and the Cherry Bank building at 
Hazlehurst are also attractive business 
locations.” 
 During his career in industrial 
development, Evans says he has 
learned “to be patient and let things 
unfold,” while “pushing heavily” 
to sell Copiah County to industries.  
He says his phone is ringing, and he 
is prepared to tell companies why 
Copiah County is a good place to do 
business.

Hulon named President of Co-Lin

Copiah County tauts labor skills

Cont. from page 1

Special to Wesson News

Copiah County will soon be certified as a Work Ready Community.

Runyan Automotive
Dean Runyan

601-717-4412
1024 Main Street Wesson, MS 39191
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in literature, film, art, music; art-
ists and the sources of inspiration 
for this fascinating genre that have 
made it enduringly popular over 
the decades.  An on-site bookstore 
and a themed art market --Turning 
Pages Books -- will offer selections 
by the presenters and a variety of 
works that are part of the Southern 
Gothic genre.  At the art market, 
conference attendees will also be 
able to view and purchase works in 
varied media that a number of tal-
ented local artists have produced.  
All conference programs at the Nat-
chez Convention Center are open to 
the public at no charge. 
 The kickoff cinema event at the 
Convention Center on February 22 
will feature Mike Chapman, a local 
photographer, and Canadian docu-
mentary filmmaker David Ridgen, 
an award-winning media producer 
specializing in hard-hitting, charac-
ter-driven, point-of-view, 
investigative television and 
theatrical programming.  
Ridgen’s documentary, 
Reconciliation in Missis-
sippi, will be the featured 
film for the conference.  
Question and answer ses-
sions will follow both pre-
sentations.   
 The literary conference 
will open February 23 at 
8:30 a.m. with a short cer-
emony recognizing the 
William Winter Faculty 
and Student Scholars and 
this year’s Vance Fellows 
Award Winners.  At 10:30 
a.m., author Richard Grant 
will discuss the events, 
topics, and writers behind 
much of his work with its 
gothic and southern goth-
ic f lavor.  A prolific writ-
er and best-selling author, 
Grant currently writes for 
Smithsonian Magazine and 
is the author of The New 
York Times best seller, Dispatches 
from Pluto: Lost and Found in the 
Mississippi Delta.
  Afternoon sessions on February 
23 will explore gothic themes in 
music, art, and journalism.  Folk-

lorist Victor Bouvéron and per-
former and bluesman Ray Cashman 
will discuss “Southern Gothic and 
the Blues.” Artist William Dunlap 
will follow with a multimedia pre-
sentation on his book of short sto-
ries, Short Mean Fiction.  Dunlap 
has distinguished himself as an art-
ist, arts commentator and educator, 
during a career that has spanned 
more than three decades.  Cashman 
will perform with Michelle Biondi 

at 6 p.m. at Rolling River Bis-
tro, 406 Main Street.  Admission is 
free.
 The NLCC will begin its third 
and final day on February 24 at 
8:30 a.m. with a short ceremony 

honoring the winners of the Young 
Authors Competition.  Confer-
ence presentations begin at 9 a.m. 
with “Cold Case Investigations,” a 
multi-media panel discussion fea-
turing Robert Rosenthal, Director 
for the non-profit Center for Inves-
tigative Reporting in Emeryville 
California; Hank Klibanoff, Pulit-
zer Prize-winning journalist and 
professor of Journalism and Emo-
ry University; and Stanley Nelson, 
editor of the Concordia Sentinel 
and author of Devils Walking: Mur-
ders Along the Mississippi in the 
1960s.  At 2:30 p.m., Dr Karen Cox 
will present an in-depth look at the 
mystery and truth surrounding the 
1932 murders at the Goat Castle, 
a Natchez, Mississippi, mansion.  
Dr. Cox, a Professor of History at 
the University of North Carolina 
at Charlotte, wrote Goat Castle: A 
True Story of Murder, Race, and the 

Gothic South.
  Only three confer-
ence events require tickets:  
The Glenfield Ghost Tour 
on February 23 (7 p.m. or 
8:30 p.m.) at the Glenfield 
Plantation ($25).   The ben-
efit luncheon on February 
24 at Dunleith Plantation 
($30 per ticket).  The 5:30 
p.m. end-of-conference 
benefit cocktail party and 
buffet prepared by nation-
al award-winning chef Es-
ther Carpenter at The Elms 
($60), celebrating with the 
speakers and award recip-
ients.  To purchase tick-
ets for these events, email 
nlcc@colin.edu or call 601-
446-1208 or 601-446-1274.
 If you’ve never at-
tended this conference, this 
year may be a good time 
to start.  Until next month, 
support the Arts!
EDITOR’S NOTE:  R.  Shaw 
Furlow is a local compos-

er, musician and arts promoter.  He 
produces an internet-based video 
show -- From the Shadyside -- that 
spotlights area musical talent and 
is a consultant to school bands in 
the region for Brookhaven Music 
and Sound.

Southern Gothic focus of Co-Lin conference
By Guest Columnist Shaw Furlow

 The 29th an-
nual Co-Lin 
Natchez Liter-
ary and Cine-
ma Celebration 
(NLCC) will 
explore South-
ern Gothic 
works with its 
themes that re-
volve around 
f lawed charac-
ters, voodoo, 
sinister events and 
poverty. 
 This year’s event February 22-24  
will feature presentations on sub-
jects ranging from William Faulk-
ner and Tennessee Williams to the 
cold case investigations of Klan 
murders and voodoo, and celebrate 
writers who put Mississippi on the 
literary map.
 In its twenty-ninth year, NLCC has 
a well-deserved reputation as one of 
the state’s most significant annual 
conferences devoted to literature, 
history, film, and culture.  Each 
February, it chooses a new topic re-
lated to humanities in the American 
South, and brings nationally known 
scholars and authors to Natchez for 
the award winning conference.  
 Along with Co-Lin, the Missis-
sippi Department of Archives and 
History and Mississippi Human-
ities Council, supported by the City 
of Natchez and the Adams County 
Board of Supervisors, sponsor the 
event.  Former Mississippi Gov-
ernor William Winter is its chair.  
“We are extremely grateful to the 
individuals who generously do-
nate their time and money to help 
make the NLCC so successful,” 
says NLCC Co-Chairman Brett 
Brinegar.  “Without them and the 
annual support of our city, county, 
and state funding organizations, 
we would not be able to bring such 
quality programming to the public.”  
 This year, Dr. Jay Watson, Richard 
Grant, William Dunlap, Dr. Karen 
Cox, Stanley Nelson, Hank Kli-
banoff, Dr. Martha Ward, among 
other speakers and panelists, will 
discuss Southern Gothic themes 

Special to Wesson News

Special to Wesson News
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Sports Bar & Restaurant 

Happy Hour 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.    Trivia on Tuesdays    Open Mic Night Wed. 8 p.m.     Live Music Fri.  8 p.m. 
Steaks Served While Supply Lasts Starting Thursdays.  Football on Big Screen TV.

3 p.m.-10 p.m. Monday-Thursday || 3 p.m.-Midnight Friday || 12 Noon to Midnight Saturday

505 West Monticello Street  Brookhaven  601-990-2366

Steaks served starting Thursdays &
continuing while supply lasts.  Our

menu also features homemade burgers,
fried chicken & barbeque pork & chicken.

WEEKDAY LUNCHES
Tuesday-Friday. 11 a.m.-2 p.m

SUNDAY LUNCH 
11:30 a.m.-2 p.m.

 
601-643-9035

1193 Highway 51  Wesson, MS

“Lettuce” show you why Poppa’s
has the best salad bar in town 

601-833-2060 • 204 Hwy 51 North • Brookhaven, MS

“L“L“ ettuce” show you

Dining GuideDining GuideDining GuideDining GuideDining Guide

WESSON AREA
DINING GUIDE   

ASHLEY’S 51 STOP
2061 Hwy 51 • Wesson

601-643-0072 • Open Everyday
12 PACK COKE PRODUCTS • NON-ETHANOL GAS

Hurry 
in for
Hurry Craw� sh FRI. & 

SAT.
BOILED
& LIVE

W/Corn, potatoes, 
mushrooms & 

sausage

PLUS - 
SHRIMP &

CRAB LEGS
CALL AHEAD FOR 

PRICES & ORDERS!

601-757-7467

$1.00 
BAG 
ICE

Let 
JARRAD 
cook dem 
for you!

NEED FEED?  
We’re Your LOCAL 
SOURCE for Gatlin 
Feed Livestock and 
Wildlife Products!
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By Bob Arnold

 Brookhaven and Lincoln County did 
not enjoy “an earth-shattering” year in 
economic development during 2017, 
but the tire-kicking and preparation 
by corporations are good signs going 
into 2018, Brookhaven-Lincoln County 
Chamber of Commerce (BLCC) 
Executive Director Garrick Combs 
says.
 “Corporations delayed spending in a 
strange wait-and-see year after a non-
traditional politician became President,” 
Combs observes.  “There was a lot of 
uncertainty, with corporate decision-
makers holding back on investments 
while waiting to see what would happen 
on the promises made about tax reform, 
infrastructure and healthcare during the 
Presidential campaign.”
 Perhaps the biggest development in 
the area was the product shift at the 
former Delphi facility in Brookhaven, 
Combs says.  “Delphi not only changed 
its name to Aptiv, but is now focusing 
its injection molding manufacturing 
processes on supporting next-
generation automotive technology -- 
vehicles, increasingly, controlled by 
data and that are even self-driving,” he 
explains.  “The plant that has operated 
in Brookhaven for 40 years is oriented 
to the future and should be adding to 
its 300 employee workforce with the 
change.”
 Brookhaven and Lincoln County also 
hired Retail Coach, a consultant, to help 
promote retail development in the area. 
 “It is identifying potential retail 
properties, business recruiting targets 
based on “sales leaks” to areas outside 
Brookhaven and Lincoln County, and 
developing relevant data for marketing 
the area to retail businesses,” Combs 
explains.  In connection with the retail 
development emphasis, at least two 
food service chains -- Smoothie King 
and Zacby’s -- indicated last year that 
they would be locating in Brookhaven.
 While the Chamber of Commerce 
is working as a go-between “traffi c 
cop” with the city-county and Retail 
Coach, it is directly marketing the 
area to industries that would naturally 
fi nd its skilled labor and other assets 
attractive -- notably, metal fabricating, 
plastics and polymers manufacturers, 

suppliers to automotive producers, and 
food processors.  Combs points out 
that Southern Mississippi University 
is among the top ten institutions in 
polymer science and the Southern 
region has become the center of the 
automotive industry, with producers not 
only in nearby Mississippi locations, but 
San Antonio, Huntsville, the Carolinas 
and Tennessee -- all relatively close to 
Lincoln County.
 In marketing the area to businesses, 
BLCC emphasizes the Linbrook 
Business Park and its 54,000-square 
foot spec building that is ready for 
occupancy.
 “Over the next fi ve to six weeks, we 
will be doing topography mapping in 
the park to develop data on the next 
logical building pads,” Combs notes.  
“Dungar Engineering, the Chamber’s 
engineer, has acquired drone and laser 
technologies that have made this work 
-- once requiring expensive helicopter 
fl yovers and specialty photography -- 
relatively economic.”
 Transportation systems are another 
important selling point in recruiting 
industry, and Combs stresses 
Brookhaven’s location along the 
Interstate 55 corridor and a mainline 
railroad.
 “This year, there is a good chance 
Congress will designate Highway 84 
for the Interstate 14 corridor between  El 
Paso, Texas, and Laurel, Mississippi,” 
he adds.  “Although the development 
will take fi fteen to twenty years, we 
will still be able to promote the area as 
two-interstate community.”
 Moving into 2018, the area is well-
positioned in an economic development 
environment in which corporate 
investors want to move quickly, Combs 
summarizes
 “When I started working in economic 
development, recruiting new business 
was a two-year process,” Combs points 
out.  “Today, it’s two months, and you beat 
the competition by helping companies 
seize opportunities quickly.  We have 
a solid marketing plan supported by 
ongoing data development to provide 
timely information to decision-makers, 
a shovel-ready business park, where 
facilities can be quickly constructed; 
and a spec building in which a company 
can start operating quickly.”

Good signs on Lincoln 
County economic dev.

Special to Wesson News

Ribbon-cutting celebrated change at former Delphi plant in Brookhaven, which is now 
operating as Aptiv and is making products to support next-generation automotive technology. 
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Curbing coronary heart disease

Expressing love with flowers & plants

caused by these risk factors:
• Smoking.
• High levels of certain fats -- saturated 
and trans fat in  foods and cholesterol 
in the blood.
• High blood pressure.
• High levels of sugar in the blood due 
to diabetes or insulin resistance.
• Blood vessel inflammation.
 The risk for CHD increases with 
the number of these factors. Plaque 
can build up where the arteries are 
damaged.  Over time, it can harden or 
rupture.   Hardened plaque narrows the 
coronary arteries and 
reduces the blood flow 
to the heart which can 
cause angina -- chest 
pain or discomfort. 
If plaque breaks off, 
it can get sticky with 
platelets that cause 
blood clots, leading to a potential 
heart attack.  To reduce the risk of 
CHD and heart attack, the Center for 
Disease Control and the American 
Heart Association suggest adopting 
the following heart-healthy lifestyles 
to control each factor particular to you:

• Heart-healthy eating, with lean meats 
and plenty of colorful vegetables and 
fruit.
• Maintaining a healthy weight for 
your age and height.
• Managing stress physically and 
mentally.
• One-hundred minutes of moderate-
intensity physical activity each week, 
such as brisk walking, and activities 
that strengthen all muscle groups two 
or more days a week.
• Quit smoking.
 Know your family history of health 

problems related 
to CHD.  If you or 
someone in your 
family has CHD, 
tell your doctor. If 
lifestyle changes 
aren’t enough, you 
also may need 

medicines to control your CHD risk 
factors.
 The good news is that coronary 
heart disease can often be prevented 
when people make healthy choices 
and manage their health conditions.  
Communities, health professionals, 
and families can work together to 

create opportunities for people to 
make healthier choices.
 Use this month to raise awareness 
about heart disease and how people 
can prevent it — both at home and in 
the community:
• Encourage families to make small 
changes, like using spices to season 
their food instead of salt.
• Talk to teachers and administrators in 
schools about making physical activity 
a part of the day for their students, 
towards starting good habits early in 
life.
• Ask doctors and nurses to lead their 
communities by speaking out about 
ways to prevent heart disease.
 Make a difference in your 
community. Spread the word about 
strategies for preventing heart disease, 
and encourage people to live heart-
healthy lives.
 EDITOR’S NOTE: Stephanie Duguid 
is Dean of Academic Instruction at 
Co-Lin.  She is also an athletic trainer 
and nutrition specialist and has been 
teaching courses related to those two 
areas as well as practicing what she 
preaches for more than twenty years. 

By Guest Columnist
Dr. Stephanie Duguid

 Coronary heart 
disease (CHD) 
is the leading 
cause of death for 
men and women 
in the United 
States, and this is 
American Hearth 
Month -- a time to 
focus on what we 
can do to make 
our own lives and 
our communities heart-healthy.   
 Coronary heart disease affects those 
arteries that supply oxygen-rich blood 
to your heart muscle outside its interior, 
not the arteries that run through your 
heart and through the rest of the body. 
Including heart disease and stroke, 
it remains the leading global cause 
of death, with more than 17.3 million 
deaths each year -- one in three deaths, 
according to the American Heart 
Association.  It is expected to rise to 
claim more than 23.6 million lives by 
2030.
 According to the National Institute of 
Health, CHD starts with damage to the 
inner layers of the coronary arteries 

Special to Wesson News

By Guest Columnist Rebecca Bates

 We don’t know much about the or-
igins St.Valentine’s Day, but in the 
eleventh and thir-
teen centuries, it 
was associated 
with love and ro-
mance.  Legends 
surround its be-
ginnings, with 
some saying St. Valentine of Rome is 
the saint associated with the holiday, 
while others claim it was St. Valentine 
of Terni.  They both died on Febru-
ary 14.  If its origin is a mystery, its 
meaning is unmistakable as the day 

•  Camellia (pink) – Longing for you
•  Camellia (red) – You’re a flame in 
my heart
•  Carnation  (pink) – I’ll never forget 
you
•  Daffodil – The sun is always shin-
ing when I’m with you
•  Gardenia – You’re lovely, Secret 
love
•  Gloxinia – Love at first sight
•  Orchid – Love, Beauty, Beautiful 
lady
•  Rose (pink) – Perfect happiness
•  Rose (red) – I love you

we choose to honor the ones we love 
most. Flowers, plants, cards or jew-
elry are all acceptable gifts, but for 
a gardener, plants or flowers become 

the gift of choice. 
 In case you didn’t 
know, plants and flow-
ers have a language of 
their own.  They are 
considered a perfect 
replica of human life 

-- planting, growth, bloom, withering.  
Love, heart or passion are associated 
with many of them.  The passionate 
gardener may want to start with this 
list of flowers and what they commu-
nicate: 

 For guys or girls who have a hard 
time expressing your feelings – let a 
flower speak for you!  A yellow tu-
lip will say “there’s sunshine in your 
smile,” a violet “I’ll always be there,” 
or a white camellia “you’re adorable.”   
 Do you want to declare your love?  A 
bouquet of red tulips will do the trick!  
Enjoy the day, have fun and remem-
ber the ones you love with plants or 
flowers. 
 EDITOR’S NOTE:  Rebecca Bates is 
the Mississippi State University Ag-
ricultural Extension Agent based at 
the Lincoln County Court House in 
Brookhaven. 
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• Honoring ALL policies and arrangements made and 
written by any other funeral service provider
• Most Experienced Staff  to serve your family
• Most Spacious Facility offered in our area
• Best Priced and Most Thoughtfully arranged services
• Offering the most affordable pricing on 
Pre-Arrangements or Time of  Need Services
• Also offering Monuments and Markers for all 
Cemeteries for any budget

Serving your family with Christian values

601-833-6680
76 US-51, Brookhaven  www.riverwoodfamily.com

By Bob Arnold

 Brookhaven has long billed itself as 
a “home-seekers paradise” to bring 
people to the area to stay, but area 
economic developers are also focusing 
on the tourist trade and people who are 
not necessarily interested in establishing 
permanent residency here.
 In Brookhaven and Lincoln County, 
the chief players in building tourism 
are the Tourism Council, which uses 
proceeds from the tax on hotels and 
lodging, and the Brookhaven-Lincoln 
County Chamber of Commerce 
(BLCC) Creative Economy Committee 
(CEC), which plans, promotes and 
implements events and initiated several 
new ones last year.  In Copiah County, 
Nora Berch directs a tourist council that 
is funded by the Board of Supervisors 
and Crystal Springs, Hazlehurst and 
Wesson. 
 “For the most part, our goal has been to 
bring people to downtown Brookhaven 
and build business for restaurants and 
retailers,” BLCC’s Katie Nations, who 
staffs CEC, explains.
 “We focus on special events, unique 
shopping, such as antique stores, and 
architecture in Copiah County’s small 
towns,” says Berch.  Wesson, for 
example, is promoted as a “picturesque, 
wonderful place to shop,” with classic 
architecture downtown, a lot of 
shopping just a stroll away, and events, 
including its Headlights and Tailpipes 
car show, Founder’s Day, Flea Market, 
Halloween Haunted House, concerts 
and parades.
 Downtown Jazzed Up, a Mardi Gras 
celebration, which CEC inaugurated in 
2017, returned to Brookhaven this past 
weekend, but moved indoors because 
of rainy weather.  The Epic Funk 
Brass Band, rather than leading a fall-
in parade, performed at the Lampton 
Auditorium on the Mississippi School of 
the Arts campus, along with the Bridge 
Band, with dance music.  Again, there 
were tours of downtown Brookhaven 
buildings and landmarks, retailers 
extended their hours, and restaurants 
offered Mardi Gras specials and hosted 

parties.
 Another CEC event returning this year 
after a successful introduction in 2017 is 
a summer concert series.  In May, June 
and July, local and out-of-town bands 
will entertain.  There will be street 
dancing and activities for children.
 Last year, CEC also acquired an 
outdoor video projection system for 
quarterly movies, which it will continue 
to be shown in December, March and 
June at various high-traffi c locations 
throughout Brookhaven, such as the 
Mississippi School of the Arts and 
Brookhaven Sports Complex, among 
others.
 Long-standing BLCC events 
supported by CEC include:
• A pre-Easter Spring Open House and 
a Girls Night Out in June, both geared 
to bringing shoppers to downtown 
Brookhaven.
• The Ole Brook Festival, an October 
outdoor bazaar in Brookhaven with 
fl eas, arts and crafts and food vendors 
and entertainment.
Other events promoted by CEC, 
unconnected to BLCC, are:
• Music in Trinity Park, an outdoor 
lunch time concert series in the Trinity 

Episcopal Church park produced by 
Wesson News columnist and local arts 
promoter Shaw Furlow during April 
and October.
• The Goin’ to Town Car Show 
scheduled for March 3.  The event 
sponsored by Fielder’s Pro Shop, 
Tourism Council and Advance Auto 
Parts drew 200 entrants in 2017.  
• A Farmers Market coordinated by 
the Agricultural Extension Service in 
Railroad Park in downtown Brookhaven 
from May through August and into the 

autumn months.
• The Spring Fest April 4-8, a country 
fair with a rides, displays and vendors at 
Lincoln County Civic Center.
• The Wildlife Expo August 24 and 25 
at Lincoln County Civic Center that 
showcases hunting, fi shing and outdoor 
products.
• A state youth baseball tournament at 
the Brookhaven Sports Complex.
 Copiah County bills itself as the place 
where “great American music was 
born,” seeking to draw tourists to the 
Robert Johnson Blues Museum and 
landmarks associated with blues artist 
Tommy Johnson at Crystal Springs 
and the Mississippi Music Museum at 
Hazlehurst.  Outdoor venues in Copiah 
County are promoted by its tourist 
council:  Chautauqua Park’ Tree Top 
Trail and the Trail of Tranquility at 
Crystal Spring and nearby fi shing at 
Calling Panther Lake in the Crystal 
Springs area.  The Copiah County 
tourist council also highlights the 
Copiah County Triad, the Fall Flower 
and Garden Fest, the Copiah County 
Soil and Water District Wild Game 
Supper, Chautauqua (Park) Christmas, 
Hazlehurst’s Rocking Railroad Festival, 
the Tomato Festival at Crystal Springs, 
and the Wing and Warriors hunting 
event at the Slay Wilderness camp near 
Martinsville.

Tourists focus of economic development

Special to Wesson News
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Marketplace Motors, Inc
Little Lot-Big Savings

Roland Price
110 Market Place
Hazlehurst, MS 39083

Marketplacemotors.net
601-750-2277

WE FINANCE
Just bring in your last pay stub and your

down payment and drive out TODAY!

2011
GMC 2500

HD DURAMAX
4x4

One Owner

2011 GMC 2500 HD Duramax 4x4 One Owner
2014 Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Rubicon..... Local 1 Owner, Leather, Removable Hardtop, Navi, Like New!
2007 Cadillac Escalade AWD..... 1 Owner, Sunroof, DVD, Sharp! 
2011 Chrysler 200 Touring Pkg.... Power Seats and Windows, New Engine, Super Nice! 
2012 Audi Q5 3.2L S-Line Premium Plus Quattro.... Every Option, Low Miles, Like New! 
2009 Hyundai Genesis..... Premium Luxury, Low Miles, Leather, Sunroof, Super Nice! 
2009 Cadillac Escalade AWD..... One Owner, Leather, Sunroof, DVD, Bose Music, Sharp! 
2009 Chevy Travers LT2 Pkg..... Third Row Seating, Rear A/C & heat, Family Ready! 
2004 Chevy 1500 Crew Cab LT.... Bucket Seats w/Console, Tow Pkg. Bed Liner, Loaded! 
2007 Ford Mustang GT..... 5-Speed, Leather, Big Music, Low Miles, Sharp! 
2007 Lexus RX 350..... Low Miles, Leather, Moonroof, Silver Beauty! 
2003 Toyota 4 Runner SR5..... Low Mileage, Lady Driven, Super Nice! 
2004 Ford Thunderbird Convertible.... Only 66k miles, Hard and Soft Top, leather, Sharp! 
2012 Honda Accord EX-L..... White with Tan Leather, Like New! 
2005 Ford Explorer.... One Owner, Has the Rare Third Row Seat, DVD, New Tires, Nice!

View more online at marketplacemotors.net or come see us today across from Walmart on Lake Street! 

FEBRUARY 13
Co-Lin softball Wolves play double header at Holmes 
Community College.  2 p.m. & 4 p.m.
Wesson High School basketball Cobras begin play in 
District Tournament at Seminary.  TBA.
FEBRUARY 15
Co-Lin men and women tennis teams play at Jones 
County Junior College.  2 p.m.
Co-Lin men and lady basketball Wolves play 
Southwest Mississippi Community College.  6 p.m. & 
8 p.m.
FEBRUARY 16
Co-Lin baseball Wolves play Panola College in double 
header.  1 p.m. & 4 p.m.
FEBRUARY 17
Co-Lin plays in Round 1 at Coastal Alabama 
Invitational at Rock Creek in Fairhope, Alabama.  
Round 2 is February 18. 
Wesson High School softball Cobras play in Puckett 
Jamboree.  TBA.
FEBRUARY 18
Co-Lin baseball Wolves play St. Louis Community 
College and Baton Rouge Community College at 
Baton Rouge.  2:30 p.m. & 5:30 p.m.
FEBRUARY 19
Co-Lin men and lady basketball Wolves play at 
Meridian Community College.  5:30 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.
FEBRUARY 20
Co-Lin men and women tennis teams play East 
Central Community College.  2 p.m.
Co-Lin softball Wolves play Hinds Community 
College in double header.  2 p.m. & 4 p.m.                                                                                                                                             
     
FEBRUARY 21
Co-Lin softball Wolves play Mississippi Delta 
Community College in double header.  2 p.m. & 4 p.m. 
FEBRUARY 22
Co-Lin men and lady basketball Wolves play Pearl 
River Community College.  6 p.m. & 8 p.m.
FEBRUARY 23
Co-Lin baseball Wolves play Kaskaskia College in 
double header.  3 p.m. & 6 p.m.
Wesson High School baseball Wolves play in Classic 
at Monticello, Mississippi.  7 p.m.
FEBRUARY 24
Co-Lin men and women tennis teams play Meridian 
Community College.  11 a.m.
Wesson High School baseball Wolves play North Pike 
in Lawrence County Classic at Summitt, Mississippi.  
2 p.m.
Wesson High School softball Cobras play in Salem 
Classic.  TBA.
FEBRUARY 26
Wesson High School softball Cobras play at West 
Lincoln.  6 p.m.
FEBRUARY 27
Wesson High School softball Cobras play Loyd Star.  
6 p.m.
Wesson High School baseball varsity & junior varsity 
Cobras play Loyd Star at Brookhaven, Mississippi.  5 
p.m. & 7 p.m.

FEBRUARY 28
Co-Lin softball Wolves play Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College in double header.  2 p.m. & 4 p.m.
Co-Lin baseball Wolves play Delgado Community 
College in double header.  3 p.m. & 6 p.m.
MARCH 1
Co-Lin men and women tennis teams play Mississippi 
Gulf Coast College.  1 p.m.
MARCH 2
Wesson High School softball Cobras play at Florence.  
6:30 p.m.
MARCH 3
Co-Lin plays in Round 1 at Mississippi Association of 
Community & Junior College Event #4 at Northwood in 
Meridian, Mississippi.  Round 2 is March 6. 
Wesson High School softball Cobras play Bogue 
Chitto.  12 Noon.
Wesson High School baseball Cobras play at Terry.  
1 p.m.
Co-Lin men and women tennis teams play Hinds 
Community College.  2 p.m.
Co-Lin softball Wolves play double header at 
Coahoma Community College.  1 p.m. & 3p.m.
Co-Lin softball Wolves play double header at Delgado 
Community College.  1 p.m. & 4 p.m.
MARCH 5
Wesson High School tennis team plays at Franklin 
County.  4 p.m.
MARCH 6
Co-Lin softball Wolves play double header at 
Southwest Mississippi Community College.  3 p.m. & 
5 p.m.
Co-Lin baseball Wolves play Southwest Mississippi  
Community College.  6 p.m.
Wesson High School softball Cobras play at Mize.  6 
p.m.
Wesson High School baseball varsity and junior varsity 
Cobras play at Franklin County.  5 p.m. & 7 p.m.
MARCH 7
Wesson High School tennis team plays Loyd Star.  
4:30 p.m.
MARCH 8
Co-Lin men and women tennis teams play at East 
Central Community College.  2 p.m.
Co-Lin softball Wolves play double header at Baton 
Rouge Community College.  2 p.m. & 4 p.m.
Wesson High School softball Cobras play Warren 
Central.  6 p.m.
MARCH 9
Wesson High School softball Cobras play Puckett.  6 
p.m.
Wesson High School baseball varsity & junior varsity 
Wolves play Lawrence County.  5 p.m. & 7 p.m.
MARCH 10
Co-Lin baseball Wolves play Highland (Illinois) 
Community College in double header.  1 p.m. & 4 p.m.
MARCH 13
Co-Lin baseball Wolves play Spoon River College in 
double header.  1 p.m. & 4 p.m.

WHS Cobras
Boys Basketball

Record:  10-11.  Recent wins:  Seminary.  76-64.  West Marion.  73-55.  
Recent losses:  Columbia.  76-74., 71-63.  Hazlehurst.  71-59.  Jefferson 

Davis County.  75-63, 67-62.  Tylertown.  63-61.  Seminary.  63-59.
Girls Basketball

Record:  2-16.  Recent wins:  West Marion.  34-32.  Recent losses:  
Seminary.  53-30, 46-45.  Columbia.  47-11, 60-23.  Hazlehurst.  56-28.  

Jefferson Davis County.  68-30, 58-31.  Tylertown.  62-12.  
Boys Soccer

Record:  8-9-1.  Recent wins:  Loyd Star.  4-3, 3-2.  Bogue Chitto.  3-0.  
West Lincoln.  5-1.   Recent losses:  Franklin County.  1-0.  

Girls Soccer
Record:  15-5.  Recent wins:  Loyd Star.  2-1, 2-0.  Bogue Chitto.  7-0.  

West Lincoln.  2-0.  Recent losses:  Franklin County.  5-1.  

Co-Lin Wolves
Men’s Basketball

Record:  15-2.  Recent wins:  Mississippi Gulf Coast.  68-67.  East Central 
Community College.  97-74.  Southwest Mississippi Community College.  

83-79.  Meridian Community College.  85-58.  Jones County Junior 
College.  77-62.   Recent Losses:  Pearl River Community College.  79-61.

Ladies Basketball
Record:  14-3.  Recent wins:  Mississippi Gulf Coast.  63-49.  East 

Central Community College.  85-67.  Meridian Community College.  88-
69.  Pearl River Community College.  63-58.  Recent Losses:  Southwest 
Mississippi Community College.  64-62.  Jones County Junior College.  

80-76.
Softball

Record:  2-2.  Recent wins:  Baton Rouge.  12-3.  Marion Military Institute.  
87.  Recent Losses:  Marion Military Institute.  14-5, 11-10

Upcoming sporting events Scoreboard
January 9-February 13
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Antiques, Collectibles 
&

Flea Market Items
Something for everyone!

Allred’s
Pharmacy & Gifts
214 W. Gallatin St. Hazlehurst, MS 39083

601-894-3571
Open Mon-Fri 8-6 Sat 8-5

Serving the Copiah County area for over 100 years

an agricultural high school and 
developed plans at a picnic under 
a Magnolia tree at what is now the 
Oliver House,” Nettles recounted.  
“The community responded to their 
vision, raising $8,000 to begin the 
school, opened a year and half later.  
It has evolved into a vital community 
college.  Vision and the willingness 
to do what is necessary to realize it 
has made Wesson what it is today.”
 In addition to its community 
college, Nettles cited the quality 
educational facility that is Wesson 
Attendance Center, fi ne restaurants, 
the Nena Smith Dance School, Boy 
Scouts and Girl Scouts programs, the 
Old School Community Center, the 

funds from sales taxes to support 
ongoing development. 
 At the event, Ashley discussed the 
work of the Chamber in supporting 
Wesson businesses.
 “We lack the resources to recruit 
new businesses for Wesson, but we 
seek to support existing businesses 
by bringing people to town to spend 
money,” he said.  The Chamber will 
again sponsor the town’s annual 
Founders Day event in April and the 
Headlights and Tailpipes car show 
in October, Ashley added.  He also 
urged interested persons to suggest 
event ideas to the Chamber.
 Ashley announced the 2018 

Wesson Flea Market and Founders 
Day event, the work of the Lions Club 
and Garden Club, thriving churches 
and small business development as 
results of the same leadership and 
community support that is special in 
Wesson.
 Wesson Mayor Alton Shaw also 
highlighted new developments in 
Wesson, including the municipal 
park, which is not only a long-needed 
playground for children, but a center 
for family-oriented events that City 
Hall staff has encouraged, including 
an Easter event now in the planning 
stages.  He called on community 
support from residents and citizens 
to “shop at home” to help generate 

Chamber offi cers and board 
members:
• President Janet Currie
• Vice President Stephen Ashley
• Secretary Deemie Letchworth
• Treasurer Marilyn Britt
• Board members Angie Moore, 
Marty Stroud, Rev. Brandon Halford 
and Christ McSweyn
 Ashley also thanked departing 
board members Mike King, Carolyn 
Smith, and Melissa Meredith for 
their service.

Chamber honors organizations & citizens
Cont. from page 1

Mo Magic Auto Detailer & Car Wash

Pick up available
Call AC 601-552-9210

or Jimmy 601-826-0821
2066 HWY  51

Wesson Ms 39191

www.thperkinsfurniture.net • Brookhaven • 601-833-1143
Best Selection, Best Quality, and Best Price in Southwest Mississippi for 131 Years.

Celebrating Our 131st Anniversary!
Come In & See Our Hot Deals

Family-Owned Since 1887

Celebrating Our 131st Anniversary!
Come In & See Our Hot Deals

Family-Owned Since 1887

4 x 1.75

1-24-18

■  I would like to receive my free Bible Study Guides. 
Name ________________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________________

City _____________________________________________  State _________  ZIP _________________

Mark for a Free DVD or Book of Your Choice:
 ■  The Final Events on Bible Prophecy DVD.
 ■  Secrets for Feeling Fit.

Mail to PO Box 1812 Ridgeland MS 39157

“But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself.” John 12:32
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Special to Wesson News

 Doty throws hat in ring.  District 39 
Republican State Senator Sally Doty 
is running for the Third District U.S. 
Congress seat formerly held by Gregg 
Harper, who is retiring.  If elected, 
she would be the first woman from 
Mississippi to serve in Congress.
 “I’ll stand with President Trump 
to roll back regulations on our small 
businesses, to cut government handouts 
and reduce spending, just like I’ve done 
in the Mississippi Senate,” she said.  “I 
will fight to protect our veterans, stand 
up for our families and defend our 
traditional family values.”
 Since her election in 2011, the 
Brookhaven attorney has represented 
Lincoln, Lawrence, Copiah and 
Walthall Counties in the state Senate.  
Lt. Governor Tate Reeves appointed her 
to serve as chairperson of the Senate’s 
Energy Committee this year.  So far, 

Michael Guest of Brandon, Morgan 
Dunn of Magee, Whit Hughes of 
Madison and Perry Parker of Seminary 
have also announced their candidacies 
to represent the Third District in 
Congress. 
 Performing at Carnegie Hall.  
Representatives from the Lincoln 
County Choral Society and several 
Mississippi School of the Arts vocal 
students will be a part of a choir of 
several hundred singers from across 
the U.S. in performing Requiems of 
Mozart and Durufle at Carnegie Hall in 
New York City on February 19.  New 
York-based Distinguished Concerts 
International is producing the event, 
and Mississippi native Jamie Meaders 
will conduct the joint choir.
 High tech meter reading.  The 
Wesson water department is updating 

its meter-reading equipment to reduce 
human error.
 “The new equipment will help 
prevent errors, because it downloads 
information into our system without 
having to transfer it from paper to 
computer,” Wesson Mayor Alton 
Shaw explained.  With the change, 
Wesson’s meter readers will use a pair 
of handheld, military grade devices 
to collect the information, which will 
then be digitally transferred directly 
to the town’s database.  The cost of 
the new system is $2,900, but the town 
is expecting a $600 rebate from its 
manufacturer.
 Encyclopedia going online.  The 
Mississippi Encyclopedia is expected  
be available online later this year, 
Ted Ownby, one of its senior editors, 
reports.  In 2017, the University Press 
of Mississippi published the 1,451-
page print edition that includes more 
than 1,600 entries by more than 650 
scholars.  The first encyclopedic 
treatment of the state in 110 years, 
it is not intended as a celebration of 
Mississippi, a critique, or a defense 
of the state to its detractors, but 
rather scholarly, authoritative and 
accessible.  The Center for the Study of 

Southern Culture at the University of 
Mississippi took on the project in 2003 
at the suggestion of Seetha Srinivasan, 
then the director of the University Press 
of Mississippi.  Ownby and Charles 
Reagan Wilson, former director of 
the Center, worked as senior editors 
with associate editors Ann J. Abadie, 
Odie Lindsey and James G. Thomas 
Jr.  Ownby says the new online version 
will try to preserve electronically the 
experience of  accidental discoveries 
that occur when leafing through printed 
pages.
 “Part of the pleasure of this book is 
that you go to look up something and 
you find yourself 45 minutes or an hour 
and a half later reading something more 
intriguing,” Ownby said.
 Bringing back longleaf pine forests.  
Qualified Mississippi landowners and 
forest managers who want to create or 
restore longleaf pine stands can obtain 
technical and financial assistance 
from the United States Department 
of Agriculture Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) under 
the Environmental Quality Incentive 
Program (EQIP).  Longleaf pine forests 
nearly vanished, but a coordinated 
conservation effort led by NRCS and 

other conservation partners is helping 
this unique ecosystem of the Southeast 
recover.  Longleaf pine forests provide 
pine straw, scenic beauty, wildlife 
habitat and harbor 29 threatened and 
endangered species, including the 
gopher tortoise and black pine snake 
in Mississippi, that depend on them for 
survival.  Over eight years, the longleaf 
pine initiative has helped restore more 
than 350,000 acres of longleaf forests.  
For additional information, visit:
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/. 

Doty declares for House, new meter-readers coming

Hal l - of- famers

MI-BEST 
explained

Special to Wesson News

Wesson Attendance Center has honored (left to right) students Amber Brinson, Reid Crow and 
C.J. Sills as Hall of Fame selections for the Class of 2018.  Secondary school faculty and staff 
chose the honorees based on grades, character, leadership and school participation.

Wesson News

Over three years, fifty high school 
dropouts, GED students and unemployed 
and under-employed persons have taken 
steps towards careers in automotive, 
diesel, HVAC, precision machinery and 
business office technology through a Co-
Lin program that pays special attention 
to students with deficiencies that could 
affect their ability to find jobs or perform 
in the work place, Brent Duguid, Career 
and Technical Education Assistant Dean 
at Co-Lin told the Wesson Lions Club.  
Mississippi Integrated Basic Education 
and Skills Training (MI-BEST) offers 
classes with two instructors who team 
teach -- a specialist in the technical field 
of a student’s choice and one who can 
help a student with basic academic skills 
as required.  A navigator works with MI-
BEST students outside the classroom as a 
counselor, keeping in touch with them both 
while they are in school and when  they 
go into the workplace, Duguid explained.  
Co-Lin pioneered the program before 
Mississippi’s community college adopted 
it system-wide.   If an evaluation shows 
students have basic skills deficiencies, 
they go into MI-BEST classes.
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rogel rogelford.com
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601-892-FORD (3673)

ROGEL FORD SELLS A RECORD 
AMOUNT OF VEHICLES TO WESSON 

AREA RESIDENTS IN 2017

Rogel Ford
(CHECK OUR REVIEWS)

26167 Hwy 27 (I55 exit 72)
Crystal Springs

“We are proud to say that a record amount of Wesson 
Area residents came here to buy in 2017” says Carl Rogel.

“As we have grown bigger we made it a point to try to be 
Wesson’s absolute best option for new or used vehicle purchase. 
We have some great long-term customers there and since 
Wesson is Copiah County we get involved in the Community in 
every way possible with our support of the Schools, Students 
and Vocational Programs. No one does more than Rogel Ford.      

Our selection and ease of doing business is in a 
world of its own. It really is a customer first system and we are 
here to earn your business. We want your business and we will 
do everything we can to help you make the right decision. 
Thanks again for the support!” 

rogelford.com

99 Down
Plus tax

149 mo16 Hyundai Accent 

2 to choose from

16 Nissan Versa Note

3 to choose fromYour Choice

9990

2 to choose from 2 to choose from

14990
Your Choice

Plus tax
99 Down

249 mo

Rogel Ford – Family Owned 
Family Values – See us today

WESSON

I 55
EXIT 72

rogelford.com

50 NEW FORD TRUCKS IN 
STOCK

TOP DOLLAR FOR EVERY TRADE IN - ASK ABOUT REBATES and iNCENTIVES
ASK ABOUT 0% FINANCING – DEAL WITH ROGEL FORD’S IN HOUSE BANKING 

FOR ALL OF YOUR FINANCE NEEDS – COME SHOP WITH US !
Rogel Ford – Won’t be beat – A fresh new approach to Customer Satisfaction

16 Ford Fusion SE

THE BIGGEST SMALL TOWN DEALER THERE IS! 
NO ONE DEALS ON TRUCKS LIKE ROGEL FORD

ALL PAYMENTS BASED ON 75 MONTHS @ 4.75% APR PLUS TAX. ALL LOANS 
SUBJECT TO BANK APPROVAL

No one does pre-owned like Rogel Ford. It’s a big 
investment….shop with us…..take your time and let us 

help you find just the right vehicle. We want your 
business for life, we want to get it right the first time

Carl & Lesa Rogel

16 Toyota Camry LE

ROGEL
FORD

ROGEL FORD
“Your Hometown

Dealer”

Wesson Automobile News


