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Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

ASSESSMENT TODAY!

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

 Sept 6, 2020

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*Terms & Conditions Apply  
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Special to Wesson News

The Wesson Chamber of Commerce 
has launched a unique promotion to 
help local merchants, eateries and 
other consumer-oriented enterprises 
rebuild businesses that have been 
slowed down by the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The promotion, which the 
Chamber calls  the "Shop Local -- 
Shop Downtown Wesson Project" 
-- features special registration boxes 
at participating businesses where 
customers and patrons sign up on 
entry forms and place them for a 
future drawing to win a gift card they 
can use for purchases.  The Chamber 
is providing funds to the participating 
businesses to cover the gift card 
purchases of the winners.  

The Chamber asked businesses to 
employ their particular promotion 
skills that have proven effective in their 
unique marketing activities to create 
their own drawing boxes and set them 

Special to Wesson News

In the midst of the COVID-19 
pandemic, Wesson is projecting 
a five percent decline in revenues 
and a four percent decrease in its 
expenditures for the 2020-2021 fiscal 
year from its 2019-2020 budgeted 
revenues and expenses.

With forecasted revenues of 
$1,133,757 and expenditures of 
1,113,260 for the coming year, the 
town will continue to run a projected 
budget surplus of $20,496 -- down 
$14,801 or 42 percent.

"It's an austere budget for tough 
times, but it entails no new taxes," 
Wesson Mayor Alton Shaw said.

The town's budget encompasses 
revenues that pay for general 
government expenses, the police 
and street departments, Old School 
Community Center and public library; 
and revenues and expenses for the 

fire and water/sewer departments and 
water meters.

In the budget for the coming 
year, Old School rentals showed 
the sharpest percentage forecasted 
decline from $10,000 to $1,000 (90 
percent) and water/sewer revenue 
showed the largest dollar drop from 
$538,600 to $506,600 (a six percent 
slide) on projected declines from 
sewer charges to customers ($17,000 
from $187,000) and metered water 
sales ($5,000 to $80,000).  Other 
revenue dips included the motor 
vehicle tax levy (down $5,000 to 
$50,000), sales tax (down $5,000 to 
$155,000) and fines and forfeitures 
(down $10,000 to $35,000).

On the expenditures side of 
the budget, the street department 
enjoyed a $4,500 increase to $83,350 
and fire department expenses were 
projected to remain the same as the 

up in prominent display spaces.  Those 
with the best drawing box promotional 
display received award incentives that 
recognized their creativity.

"Our goal in this project is to 
stimulate business and to encourage 
shopping local," the Chamber's 
Marilyn Britt said.  "The COVID-19 
pandemic forced the Chamber to 

cancel the annual Founders Day 
celebration, which is a focal point for 
local businesses to both enjoy a one-
day sales boost and cultivate ongoing 
customers.  The idea of the drawbox 
promotion is to help local businesses 
in a similar way."

Twenty-four organizations are 
participating in the promotion:  51 

Diner, Salon 51, Steel Outdoors/
Alpha Machine and Welding, Deb's All 
Tangled Up, Wolf Hollow Golf Course, 
The Carpenter Shop, Serendipity Salon 
and Therapy, Mill Town Salon and Day 
Spa, Wesson Ace Hardware, Runyun 
Automotive, Park Place Ice Cream, 
Dump's Restaurant, Skeet's, Copiah 
Nutrition, Shop-N-Wash, Ashley's 51, 
Another Time. . . .Another Place, Mill 
Town Mall, Nan Drane's Massage 
Therapy, East End, Wilma Turnbo 
Produce, Discount Liquor Store, Royal 
Touch Massage (Bittany Thaddison at 
Mill Town Salon) and Dollar General.    

The Chamber is publicizing the 
promotion on its Facebook page and 
sending out materials that spotlight the 
participating businesses and encourage 
customers to visit and patronize them.

The date of the drawings for 
gift card winners has not been 
determined, but the Chamber is 
planning a centralized event that will 
bring a crowd to town, Britt said.

Chamber launches 'shop local' project

Pandemic effects shape austere budgetLibrary renovation starts

Photo Special to Wesson News

Drawing boxes for Chamber 
of Commerce promotion are at 
businesses throughout Wesson.

Wesson News

Hazlehurst-based Huntington Construction Company has started the $379,600 
renovation work at the Wesson Public Library. Mississippi Development Authority 
funded the total project costing $443,600 with Americans with Disabilities Act monies.  
It includes addition of 1,000 square feet, facade restoration and installation of new 
shelving.  The library is now operating at the Wesson Old School Community Center.

Photo Special to Wesson News
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Non-road shut down at park

Wesson News

A road is a road is a road!
Not so, say Wesson Aldermen.
Some motorists who visited the Wesson municipal park 

created a new road from the parking area on Church Street 
to Spring Street.

"They would enter the parking area from the east on 
Church Street and exit on the west on their non-road to 
Spring Street," Mayor Alton Shaw explained.  "In truth, 

the park was not supposed to have separate entry and exit 
roads."

There were many complaints about use of the non-road, 
and the Aldermen saw it as safety a hazard, Mayor Shaw 
said.

So the non-road is now "no road" by vote of the Aldermen.  
"We've blocked off access to the west exit," Shaw said.  

"If you're going to the municipal park, there is just one way 
in and one way out." 

Wesson News

Mound of gravel blocks roadway motorists created at municipal park.

NOW HIRING!
Advertising Sales Representative

Send your resume to Clay Mansell at: ClayMansell@WessonNews.com

Work from home
Set your own hours

100% Flexible
Part Time

POLICE BLOTTER
During August, Wesson Police Department 
activity encompassed:
Responses to:
Two vehicle accidents
One family disturbance
Two disturbing the peace incidents
Arrests & citations for:
Twelve speeding violations
Four driving with no insurance
Two disregarding traffic device
One simple assault
One disorderly conduct & failure to comply
Two cyber stalking (warrants issued)
One malicious mischief
Wesson police assisted Hazlehurst-based ASAP 
Ambulance on one response.
Wesson Police conduct nightly business 
checks. On school days, they facilitate traffic 
flow at Wesson Attendance Center, with 
officers on duty between 7 a.m. and 8 a.m. and 
3 p.m. and 3:30 p.m.
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PRENTISS

FOR

SENATE

My wife ,  Isabel  Rainer Smith,  and I  moved to her
hometown of Brookhaven 12 years ago.  I  fe l l  in
love with th is area and i ts people ,  and I ’m grateful
for the opportunit ies we’ve been granted.  I  want to
help make those opportunit ies avai lable to many
more young men and women. We have three
chi ldren,  and we are proud to be ra is ing them in
such a wonderful  p lace.  I  am the General  Manager
of Toyota of Brookhaven,  and I  bel ieve i t ’s  t ime to
al low a businessman a chance to represent our
economic interests .

I  am running for th is off ice because I  best represent
a fresh,  long-term vis ion for Distr ict  39.  What we
are doing in Southwest Miss iss ippi  is  not working.
Economic development is  a lmost non-existent ,  rural
broadband is  st i l l  unavai lable to a large percentage
of our res idents ,   publ ic schools have been
massively underfunded and over-regulated,  and
healthcare providers are not receiv ing the
reimbursements they need to thr ive,  or in some
cases survive.  Miss iss ippi  consistent ly ranks near
the bottom in economic,  educat ion and healthcare
categor ies and Southwest Miss iss ippi  is  fa l l ing
behind the rest of  Miss iss ippi .  I f  you a l low me the
opportunity to represent you,  I ’ l l  f ight to guarantee
our schools are fu l ly funded.  I  have a vested
interest in our publ ic schools ,  not only because I
have three chi ldren in Brookhaven School  Distr ict ,
but a lso because I  understand strong publ ic schools
are necessary i f  we ever hope to see real  economic
development .  I ’ l l  f ight for the interests of  our local
healthcare providers .  Most important ly ,  I ’ l l  f ight to
represent the economic interests of  the working
class people of  th is District .  You deserve
representat ion that is  only focused on you,  your
fami ly and moving th is part  of  the state into the 21st
century.  I  am hard working,  energet ic ,  forward
thinking,  and beholden to no specia l  interest group.
I  hope you’ l l  cast your vote for me on Tuesday,
September 22nd .  I  want to represent the hard
working people of  th is Distr ict  who,  l ike me,  want
the best for their  chi ldren and fami l ies .

VOTE: Tuesday, September 22, 2020

Mississippi Senate District 39

Copiah | Lawrence | Lincoln | Walthall

PAID  FOR  BY  FRIENDS  OF  PRENTISS  SMITH

PRENTISS  SMITH  FOR  SENATE

@PRENTISSFORSENATE
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Antiques, Collectibles 
&

Flea Market Items
Something for everyone!

2 col X 2 in
Please send invoice and tearsheet to Co-Lin 
Attn: Workforce
P.O. Box 649
Wesson, MS 39191

AUGUST 27, 2020 | 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Copiah-Lincoln Community College, Thames Conference Center

FREE & open to the public! 
Social distancing and face 

masks required.

Copiah-Lincoln Community College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, disability, or other factors prohibited by law in any of its educational programs, activities, admissions, or employment practices.

Job Fair
FREE Registration & Resume Submissions at WWW.COLIN.EDU/JOBFAIR
• Reserve your arrival time to ensure    
   social distancing.
• Create a Career Coach profile

• Upload/create & save your resume
• Apply for open positions
• Meet with employers at Job Fair Scan to attend

Allred’s
Pharmacy & Gifts
214 W. Gallatin St. Hazlehurst, MS 39083

601-894-3571
Open Mon-Fri 8-6 Sat 8-5

Serving the Copiah County area for over 100 years

All photos Special to Wesson News

There will be no Wesson Flea Market next month.

Wesson Flea Market cancelled

Special to Wesson News

October won't be as festive in the 
Wesson area this year, but it looks 
like it may be healthier.

Due to continuing  COVID-19 
concerns, the Wesson Volunteer Fire 
Department and Brookhaven-Lincoln 
County Chamber of Commerce 
cancelled two traditional events 
that normally attract thousands of 
visitors with arts and crafts and fleas 
vendors, food and entertainment:  the 
Wesson Flea Market on October 17 
and the Ole Brook Festival on the 
first weekend in October.

The announcements came at a time 
when Mississippi is seeing an 80 
percent decline in new COVID-19 
cases across the state, which 
Governor Tate Reeves attributes to 
the commitment of people to mask-
wearing and social distancing.

The festival cancellations answered 
the Governor's call for people not to 
become complacent.  "The numbers 
are going down," he said.  "Let's be 
happy about that, but let's not rest.  
Let's not ignore it.  Let's fight and 
continue to crush this virus."

Reeves encouraged county leaders 
to enforce his executive orders to 
wear masks, limit crowd sizes, as 
the festival cancellations will do, 
and curb restaurant capacities.  With 
the school year starting, he extended 
his orders to encompass crowd sizes 
at extracurricular events, such as 
football games and band concerts, 
which will be limited to two 
spectators per participant.

Copiah County has reported 
slightly more than one thousand 
COVID-19 cases, with 30 deaths, 
and Lincoln Country's case toll is less 
than one thousand, with 50 deaths.
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Roland Price
110 Market Place
Hazlehurst, MS 39083

MarketplaceMotors.net
601-750-2277

Across from Walmart

Just bring in your last pay stub and your 
down payment and drive out TODAY!

•2010 Buick Enclave CXL, Leather, Sunroof, Third Row, Sharp!
•2013 Volkswagen Tiguan SE 4motion, One Owner, Leather Low Mileage, New Tires!
•2009 Chevy Avalanche LT, Low Miles, Leather, 20 inch Wheels. 
•2015 Nissan Altima S, Red, Automatic, Power Seats, Low Miles, Nice!
•2015 Nissan Altima S, Low Mileage, Automatic, Pwr Windows, Locks, Mirrors.
•2014 Nissan Pathfinder SL Package, Leather, 3rd Row, Rear Camera, Clean!
•2009 Toyota Venza Crossover, Super Nice and Exceptionally clean
•2014 Nissan Maxima SV, Pearl White, Sunroof, Low Mileage
•2017 Ford Fusion SE, One Owner, Backup Camera, 32 MPG, Like New!
•2014 Dodge Grand Caravab SXT, 3rd Row Seats, Stow-n-go Rear air, DVD
•2011 Chev Silverado 1500, Crew Cab, RWD, New Tires, 5.3L, Sharp!
•2008 Toyota Highlander Limited, Leather, Backup Camera, New Tires
•2012 Cadillac SRX, Luxury Collection, Low Miles, Sunroof, Like New
•2009 Toyota Avalon XLS, Low Mileage, Leather Seats, Sunroof, Luxury
•2012 Mercedes C250 Sport, Low Mileage, Sunroof, Leather, Like New
•2014 Ford Escape Titanium, Leather, Backup Camera, 32 MPG
•2012 Chrysler Town and Country Touring L Pkge, Leather, DVD
•2012 Chev 3500 Crew Cab Flatbed Low Low mileage, PW, PL, Cruise Druamax Diesel

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!
SOLD!

Rare find; 2010 Dodge Ram SLT, 2500 HD

Mega Cab, Hemi, Low miles, Like New

LITTLE LOT - BIG SAVINGS

2011 Chevrolet Silverado 1500

Crew Cab, Texas Edition, Leather, Pioneer music, sharp!

All photos Special to Wesson News

Wesson Garden Club has recognized the August landscaping efforts of Barbara 
Joe and Sherri Carty at 2017 Railroad Street (top), Nick and Jennifer Smith at 
1125 Old Red Star Road (above) and Wilma Turnbo Produce at 2056 Main Street 
(below) for Yard of the Month honors in town residential, rural residential and 
organizational categories.  The awards, based on maintenance principles and 
elements of landscape design, seek to encourage ongoing beautification and 
cleanliness of the Wesson area and cultivate a citizenry that values and protects 
natural resources and assumes responsibility for enhancing the environment.  
The Garden Club's Yard of the Month awards honor properties during the spring, 
summer and fall. 

August Honor yards
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Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance 
from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help
cover the services you’re most likely to use —

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive 
Benefits Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. 
Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is 
not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-4433 or respond for similar offer. Certificate 
C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: 
P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive 

l

l

Here’s the information
you requested on Dental insurance

FIRST-CLASS MAIL

X-rays CrownsCleanings Fillings Dentures

Call now to get this FREE 
Information Kit!

1-866-835-3416
dental50plus.com/92

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but save more 
with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum

Art in these crazy times
By Guest Columnist Shaw Furlow

	Well, folks, 
here we are again. 
Another month  
has come and 
gone and still no 
live performanc-
es. I miss the mu-
sic, but I miss my 
friends, as well.  
I have commit-
ted to do a show 
in Natchez at a 
small venue at 
the end of this month.  It’s something I 
have to do for me.  It’s been a while.

With the world still reeling from the 
Coronavirus and two hurricanes, the fu-
ture of live performances, as we knew 
them, is bleak.  Broadway and profes-
sional regional theatres are still dark. 
Thousands of actors, writers, musicians, 
tech personnel, costumers and  stage 
hands are all sitting at home hoping for an 
end.  Bands with new music out should 
be on the road promoting the album. But 
they are at home, as well.  I recently read 
where the venerable soul band, Tower of 
Power, had to cancel a European tour for 
the first time.  Legendary guitarist Al Di-
Meola is at home showing off his Italian 
roots in the kitchen.

Some musicians have used this time 

to write and create new music.  Pop su-
perstar Taylor Swift dropped an album 
no one even knew she was recording.  
On the other side of the music business, 
young Brookhaven rapper and former 
Co-Lin Blue Wave Show Band member 
Kris Jamz took to his small, home stu-
dio and went to work producing several 
new tracks. 

I guess out of weirdness some normal-
cy is welcomed.  Creativity comes from 
many sources. 

A friend of mine, who has pretty 
much quarantined as much as I, plays 
his guitar and writes songs every day. 

Tony Norton, one of the partners in the 
Downtown Music Academy, has used 
his time off to cook with his daughter. 
He also has done some wood carving, 
creating keepsakes for his friends. 

Recently, on my weekly day out of 
the house, I ran into local guitarist, for-
mer Co-Lin rock band Sojourner Kyle 
Graves, and I asked him about gigs. He 
has some venues where he plays solo 
shows and has been able to hold onto 
some of them, depending on the size of 
venue. “It’s not the same,” he told me, 
“but it is something.” Ahh, youth.

Virtual concerts are becoming quite 
prolific on the internet.  Everyone from 
established stars like Jimmy Buffet and 
Vince Gill to members of the Chicago 
Symphony have placed music on Face-

book and YouTube, all remotely record-
ed and carefully edited. I will cite some 
links at the end of this column.  I highly 
recommend Eric Whitaker’s mass choir.

Once again, the creative minds at 
the Brookhaven Regional Arts Guild 
(BRAG) have come up with a way to 
show their works during this long spell.  
"Landmarks and Landscapes" is their 
latest endeavor, a virtual art show that 

promotes the talents of guild members. 
Like other art shows, it was adjudicated, 
and there were works for sale. Winners 
were selected, and prizes were awarded.   
Although the voting is complete to hon-
or particular show works, you can still 
catch many pieces on the "Landmarks 
and Landscapes" website.  Visit its 
Facebook page for all the information 
that would be too much for this column.

"We really had to get creative," local 

artist Derek Covington Smith, vice pres-
ident of BRAG, said.  The latest BRAG 
venture follows its drive-through art 
show, which it hosted in a downtown 
Brookhaven parking lot a few months 
ago.  The latest virtual project was a bit 
difficult to judge, Smith noted. “There 
were works for sale, like at an in-person 
show," he said.  "We are now looking 
for a venue that can handle our annual 
regional show in November.  There will 
be well over a hundred entries from all 
over the southeast.”

	Here are some websites of  the virtu-
al shows. 

• https://youtu.be/D7o7BrlbaDs

• https://youtu.be/P_QE0rbUB6Y

• https://bragarts.weebly.com/#/

In these crazy times, when you can’t 
go out, these clips will have to suffice.  
Support the arts, my friends. Artists 
want to work.  

EDITOR'S NOTE:  Shaw Furlow is a 
local composer, musician and arts pro-
moter.  He produces an internet-based 
video show -- From the Shadyside -- 
that spotlights area musical talent and 
is a consultant to school bands in the 
region.

Wesson News

104 Clinton Center Drive, Clinton, MS · 601-924-0770 · www.ryantracydmd.com

A better smile
is closer than you think.
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Sports Bar & Restaurant 

505 West Monticello Street  Brookhaven  601-990-2366

Curbside
Service

Monday-Saturday
11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Takeout Only
Tuesday-Friday
Call in orders to 11 a.m.

Pickup 3 p.m. - 5 p.m.
 

601-643-9035
1193 Highway 51  Wesson, MS

SHOP ‘N WASH
510 Main Street • Wesson

601-643-5676 • Open Everyday

HUNT
BROTHERS

PIZZA
Whole or By the Hunk

Takeout Food & Groceries
  Monday - Saturday  4 a.m.- 9 p.m.  Sunday 4 a.m.- 6 p.m.

CHICKEN ON
A STICK • SWEET TEA •

Dining Guide

WESSON AREA
DINING GUIDE

Convenience Store & Restaurant
Bait, Ice, Firewood & Food

Friday
Seafood & Steak

Saturday
BBQ Chicken & Ribs, Steak

Sunday
Pork Chop & Hamburger Steak

2574 Sunset Road NE.  Wesson, Mississippi 39191      601-643-0175  www.uncleraysbaitshop.com

Lunch served daily - 11 am - 2 pm
Dinner Friday & Saturday - 5 pm - 7:45 pm

Curbside 
service

and Drive 
through

Monday-friday
7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Saturday
8 a.m. - 1 p.m.Good Home Cooking

1096 Highway 51, Wesson, MS   (601) 643-5100
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Dave Pace
Kevin Laird

TOP QUALITY MEMORIALS
When It's Permanent, Trust the Professionals

Check out our HUGE selection
Remember the people you love

with a top quality memorial from Brookhaven Monument Company.
Springtime means new inventory arriving weekly

Your FIRST Choice for Over 70 Years

$25

Vocational exam launched PR career
By Bob Arnold

		 In junior high school at Wes-
son Attendance Center in the 1990s, 
a computerized vocational exam set 
Jessica Breazeale on the career path 
she has pursued since.  Based on her 
answers to questions, it concluded 
she would be best suited for work in 
public relations.

	More than two decades later, 
Breazeale operates Jessica Breazeale 
Consulting (JBC), her own public 
relations organization based in Wes-
son with clients throughout the na-
tion.  Earlier this year, The Public 
Relations Association of Mississippi 
honored JBC's work with an Award 
of Excellence for "setting a new stan-
dard of excellence" among statewide 
organizations engaged in commu-
nications, public relations, market-
ing and media activities.  In 2020, 
Breazeale was also the sole Missis-
sippi public relations practitioner to 
receive the Accreditation in Public 
Relations (APR) conferred by the 
Public Relations Society of America 
to certify exceptional professionals 
who complete a special project and 
successfully pass a rigorous exam-
ination.

"I love what I do, and have nev-
er strayed from  the career path that 
Wesson Attendance Center helped 
me identify," Breazeale says.

The Wesson native says she loved 
growing up in a small town "where 
you can walk around freely and drive 
four-wheelers."  She helped her fam-
ily operate their local business -- the 
Wesson truck stop off the Interstate 
55 exit -- learned dance and assist-
ed other would-be dancers at Nena 
Smith Studios and enjoyed swim-
ming in the local pool.

Breazeale graduated from Wesson 
High School in 2000, where she was 
Homecoming Queen, and received 
an Associate's Degree in general 
studies at Co-Lin in 2003, where she 
was Miss Co-Lin, Colettes captain, 
a show choir member, Trailblazer 
and Diamond Doll.   In 2006, she 
received her BS in public relations 
and theater from the University of 
Southern Mississippi (USM).  She 
received her Master's Degree in pub-
lic relations from Northern Alabama 
in 2009, where she also met her hus-
band, Ricky, an aspiring pastor.

	During her college years, 
Breazeale had a gig as a performer 
for Disney Cruise Line at Fort Ca-
naveral, Florida, as singer, dancer 
and actress.  At USM, she also got 
a taste of public relations work as 
an area recruiter in northern Missis-
sippi and northern Alabama.   Her 
"first real pr job," she relates, was in 
tobacco education for the Alabama 
Department of Health's Tobacco Free 
Alabama program.

Breazeale returned with her hus-
band from the Mississippi Gulf Coast 
to Wesson to be near her parents 
("my step father was seriously ill") 
after recruiting for USM's College 
of Business and College of Science 
and Technology 
in 2012-2013 and 
serving as an Amer-
ican Heart Associ-
ation Heart Walk 
Director in 2013.  
She started build-
ing the freelance business that grew 
into JBC while working as public 
relations and marketing director at 
Brookhaven-based Reeds Metals 
from 2014-2017 and public affairs 
manager at Georgia Pacific at Mon-
ticello in 2018-2019.

"It has been a weird time to start 
my own consulting firm in the midst 
of the COVID-19 pandemeic, but it's 
working," says Breazeale.  JBC has 
ten to twelve clients that it serves 
on an ongoing basis, and several 
others it helps part-time in the dig-
ital marketing and advertising and 
public relations services it offers 
across the U.S.  Among its clients are 
Thermaguard Industries in Zachery, 
Louisiana, Protec in Kentucky and 
Brookhaven-based Tree Extractors, 
Rushing Metals and Martin's Con-
struction.

Breazeale and her husband have 
one son, Walker, 9, in the fourth 
grade at Wesson Attendance Center, 

who enjoys playing baseball.
What are your hobbies?
I enjoy swimming.  I like to trav-

el -- to New York City and places I 
have never been, and on cruises.  I 
am also active in community orga-
nizations -- Lincoln County Rotary, 

Wesson Chamber of Commerce, The 
Public Relations Association of Mis-
sissippi..

Are you a reader?                                                                                                                                          
  I read Christian and spiritual liter-
ature.  I am currently reading Joyce 
Myer's Unshakable Trust.

Do you enjoy movies or theater?                                                                                                                             
I would rather be in them than watch 
them.  As a child, I dreamed of per-
forming on Broadway.  I enjoy the 
Netflix show, The 100.  My favorite 
movie is Gone with the Wind.

What kind of music do you like?                                                                                                                               
I am into modern worship and Chris-
tian contemporary music.  I also am a 
dancer.  I was captain of the Colettes 
at Co-Lin and the Dixie Darlins' at 

Southern Mississippi.  
I danced with Disney 
Cruise Line and in 
theater shows.

What would you do 
with lottery winnings 
if you were so lucky?                                                                             

I don't play the lottery, but if I did, 
any winnings would be tithed to the 
church.  Then I would pay my bills 
and spend them on travel.

How would you change the world?                                                                                                                         
I would promote peace with one an-
other!

Wesson News
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• Honoring ALL policies and arrangements made and 
written by any other funeral service provider
• Most Experienced Staff  to serve your family
• Most Spacious Facility offered in our area
• Best Priced and Most Thoughtfully arranged services
• Offering the most affordable pricing on 
Pre-Arrangements or Time of  Need Services
• Also offering Monuments and Markers for all 
Cemeteries for any budget

Serving your family with Christian values

601-833-6680
76 US-51, Brookhaven  www.riverwoodfamily.com

Please contact Chris McCoy at 601-990-3003 EXT 6

PRINT YOUR
LOGO ITEMS

Highland Square Shopping Center • 830 Brookway Blvd. • 601-833-1143
520 Brookway Blvd. • Brookhaven • 601-833-7351 • Mon.-Sat. 9-6

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED FOR 133 YEARS

Keep in touch
With us!

www.thperkinsfurniture.com

By Guest Columnist Stephanie Duguid

	"Disasters Hap-
pen.  Prepare Now.  
Learn How."  That 
is the slogan of 
this year’s Nation-
al Preparedness 
Month during 
September.  It's a 
time to make cer-
tain you are pre-
pared for any disas-
ter -- a good time to learn lifesaving 
skills and check insurance policies 
for hazards you may face (floods, 
tornadoes or hurricanes).  It's also a 
time to prepare for any other chal-
lenges you may face,  whether it's 
loss of power or water for an ex-
tended time.

	Last year was one of the most 
active hurricane seasons on record.  
During the current hurricane sea-
son, we need to make sure we are 
prepared for any emergency or nat-
ural disaster.  Officially, the Atlan-
tic hurricane season starts on June 
1 and runs until November 30.  In 
the Eastern Pacific Ocean, hurricane 
season begins May 15 and ends No-
vember 30.   Most of these storms 
hit between August and October on 
both coasts.  

	You need to make 
your disaster prepared-
ness decisions before 
an event.   After the 
event is much too late.  
For any situation, there 
are a few preparedness 
steps:  .
1.	Make a plan, prepare, and prac-

tice it with your family; 
2.	Make an emergency kit;
3.	Recheck and restock the emer-

gency kit often;
4.	Stay informed and monitor and 

adjust your plan as needed.
	Planning.  Plans need to be de-

vised for all family members and 
any pets you may have.    Communi-
cate and practice the plan, including 
evacuation routes, with everyone in 
your household and family.  Chil-
dren, too.  Plan for when you or your 
children are at work or school, and 
when commuting to or from them.  
Plans should include who you will 
contact, how you will evacuate from 
your home or office, where you 
will meet if separated and alternate 
routes if roads or bridges are closed.  
For large scale evacuations, such as 
before a hurricane strikes, plan ad-
equately for the route, where you 
will stay, and resources needed to 
get there (gas and food).  Plan how 
to communicate, as well.  During a 
large emergency, cell phone service 

may be limited, but texting may be 
available.  Everyone in your family 
should have correct telephone num-
bers and know how to text.  Visit 
www.ready.gov to guide you.

	Emergency kits. Create a kit that 
will last at least three days:  

•	One gallon of water per per-
son per day, and consider that 
children and those who are ill 
may need extra water.  In warm 
weather areas, such as Missis-
sippi, more water may be need-
ed.  

•	A supply of nonperishable 
foods.  Select foods that require 
no refrigeration, preparation, or 
cooking, and little or no water.  
Pack a can opener and eating 
utensils. 

•	A first aid kit with any prescrip-
tion medications and eye glass-
es.

•	Emergency radio (battery pow-
ered or crank).

•	Flashlight with extra batteries.  
•	Whistle.
•	Maps of the area (as a GPS may 
not always be reliable).

•	Special items for infants, elder-
ly, or disabled family members. 

	Other items to consider for your 
emergency kit:  pet food, important 

family documents 
(insurance policies, 
identification, and 
bank account records) 
in a waterproof/
portable container, 
cash/change (debit 
and credit cards may 

not be functional), sleeping bags or 
warm blankets, complete change of 
clothes, garbage bags, hand sanitizer, 
wet wipes, books, games, puzzles, or 
other items for children's activities.

	When you make an emergency 
kit, do not simply store and forget 
about it.  Review your emergency 
supplies often, monthly if possible.  
Some items may need to be checked 
and replaced after they have ex-
pired.  Replace any items you use as 
soon as possible (and not wait until 
the next disaster occurs, which will 
be too late).

	If you move or have a change in 
family status (birth of a child, fam-
ily members moving in or out), you 
will need to share your plan and ad-
just your kit as necessary.  
EDITOR'S NOTE:  Stephanie Du-
guid is Dean of Academic Instruc-
tion at Co-Lin.  She is also an ath-
letic trainer and nutrition specialist 
and has been teaching courses re-
lated to those two areas as well as 
practicing what she preaches for 
more than twenty years. 

Time to prepare 
for disasters

Special to Wesson News
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BANKRUPTCY

Richard R. Grindstaff
Attorney At Law

CHAPTER 13
DEBT CONSOLIDATION

$200 +  court cost
             gets it filed

WE ARE A DEBT RELIEF AGENCY, WE HELP PEOPLE FILE FOR BANKRUPTCY RELIEF UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE

840 E. River Place Ste 605
Jackson MS  39202

601-346-6443

512 Schwem Ave
Brookhaven, MS

601-684-1798

CHAPTER 7
DEBT ELIMINATION

$545 +  court cost
             uncontested

Garden Club receives four awards
By Bob Arnold

Wesson Garden Club has received 
four prestigious awards for its proj-
ects and programs.

Mississippi Department of Trans-
portation recognized the club's work 
around roadsides in presenting it the 
2019 Transportation Commission-
er’s Mississippi Roadside Award 
-- a beautiful silver bowl given to 
an organization for an effective and 
outstanding roadside improvement 
project along a highway median and/
or in an approach to a town or com-
munity.  Good landscape design and 
maintenance to ensure permanent 
beauty, with highway safety in mind 
are major considerations in selecting 
award recipients 

The Garden Clubs of Mississippi, 
Inc., also presented three awards to 
the local organization:
•	 A second place “Youth Special 

Service” award which recognizes 
a club that contributes the most 
outstanding service in the promo-
tion of gardening and conserva-
tion among youth.  The Wesson 
Garden Club established a Youth 
Garden Club called “The But-
terbeans” in September 2019 to 
cultivate the love of gardening 
among students, and teaching and 
exposing them to garden therapy, 

conservation, horticulture, nature 
study and an anti-litter program.  

•	 A third place “Garden Therapy 
Program" award that recogniz-
es a club for sponsoring an out-
standing garden therapy program 
in which physically challenged or 
learning disabled and/or shut-ins 
receive noteworthy benefit.  The 

Wesson Garden Club partnered 
with Boswell Regional Center 
in Wesson to design and sponsor 
a garden therapy program for its 
residents. 

•	 A "Publicity Press Book” honor-
able mention award presented to 
a club for its book of  press clip-
pings, demonstrating  publicity it 

has generated throughout the year.  
At its monthly meeting, Marilyn 

Britt, proposed a new Club Holiday 
Award to recognize local gardeners 
like its Yard of the Month awards.  

The Wesson Garden Club is a mem-
ber of The Garden Clubs of Missis-
sippi, Inc. and the National Garden 
Clubs, Inc.

Special to Wesson News

Wesson Garden Club members (front row from left) Robin Furr, Jennifer Peets, Debbie Smith, Lisa Smith, Nancy Sullivan, 
(back row from left) Joy Wesbrooks, Debbie Hoaglin, Cathy Warren, Jean Ricks, Beverly King and Marilyn Britt celebrated 
recent awards presented to club.  Not Pictured:  Dixie Thornton.
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Brookhaven Funeral Home 
Pre-arrangment Special O�er

$2,350.00 o� of original price!
Full Traditional Funeral Services and

your choice of either quality steel or wood casket
Pre -arranging locks in todays price and

ensures your family will know your true wishes

for $6,195.00*
*monthly payments are available

“A Family Serving Families”
As a minister and a father to five daughters,

Lance Moak understands the importance
of family. Lance specializes in helping people
pre-arrange funeral services, taking away the

di�cult task of tough decisions at a most
stressful time from your loved ones. 

To discuss the many options available to you,
contact Lance Moak at  601-384-7290

or Wayne Smith 601-833-1441

"Because a Life Well Lived Deserves a Service Well Planned"

FULFILL YOUR DREAMS.
FROM CHILDHOOD ASPIRATIONS TO A FULFILLING 
CAREER. Take the first step to an exciting nursing career. Visit 
MyMeritHealth.com or call our recruiter at 601.573.4254.

MH Merit Health Nurse AA Woman and Man 5.333x7.indd   1MH Merit Health Nurse AA Woman and Man 5.333x7.indd   1 7/29/20   8:55 AM7/29/20   8:55 AM

cont. from page 1

previous fiscal year at $24,900 on 
stable revenues of $31,532.  While 
general government expenditures 
showed a new $10,000 budget item 
for payment on an $80,000 bond for 
emergency cash, budgeted expenses 
for travel were slashed to $2,500 
from $15,000.  Budgeted expenses 
for the Old School Community 
Center and public library were cut 
from $38,500 to $24,700 and from 
$17,460 to $12,460 respectively.  
The police department sustained a 
small $2,500 budget cut to $279,000.  
Budgeted water/sewer department 
expenses were trimmed by $32,000 
in accordance with an estimated six 

percent revenue decline.  
"The budget largely reflects the 

impact of the pandemic," Mayor 
Shaw pointed out.  Reduced water/
sewer usage by Co-Lin and Wesson 
Attendance Center due to closures 
and curtailed operations have had 
a major effect on town revenues.  
Sales tax revenues have just 
naturally decreased with declining 
levels of business at merchants and 
restaurants.  The town also borrowed 
$80,000 through a bond issue that 
created a new debt obligation.

"It could have been worse, but 
it still made a difference," Shaw 
concluded.

Pandemic effects shape austere budget
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Special to Wesson News

Amber Adcock Beall, from Delta 
State University by way of Brandon 
High School, will assist in coaching 
the Co-Lin softball team in 2020-21. 
Co-Lin is Beall's second stop in the 
Mississippi Association of Commu-
nity and Junior Colleges (MACJC).   
She was the assistant softball coach 
at Mississippi Gulf Coast Community 
College (MGGCC) for two seasons in 
2018 and 2019.  Over the past year, she 
served as coach of the Mississippi Elite 
14U travel team.  

At Delta State, she helped lead the 
Lady Statesmen to the NCAA DII 
Region Tournament as a middle in-
fielder. As a player, she enjoyed All-
Gulf South Conference (GSC) and 
DakTronics All-Region honors, and 
was a three-time member of the GSC 
All-Tournament team. She also posted 
a .332 batting average with 137 RBIs, 
50 doubles, and 23 homers. The ath-
letic infielder also posted a .930 career 
fielding percentage.  This year, she was 
named a member of the Gulf South 
Conference All-Decade softball team 
for her stellar career.  After her playing 
career ended, Beall received a Master's 
Degree in Sports Management from 
Delta State, while working as a gradu-
ate assistant coach.   	

"I've always wanted to work for 

Co-Lin Head Coach Meleah How-
ard because of her reputation for hard 
work and how she has maintained the 
excellence of the Co-Lin softball pro-
gram," says Beall.  "I 
recruited heavily for 
Delta State and brought 
in some valuable play-
ers to MGCCC.  I feel 
that is a big asset that 
I bring to Co-Lin, and 
I'm ready to hit the re-
cruiting trail."  

Meleah Howard, Co-Lin's head soft-
ball coach, echoed her sentiments say-

ing, "We are thrilled to add Amber to 
our staff.  We love her personality and 
the energy that she brings. She is an 
amazing recruiter and knows the game. 

She is going to be a huge 
addition to the Co-Lin 
softball program."		
Beall, and her husband 
Seth, will reside in Wes-
son, where she will also 
serve as a dorm supervi-
sor at Nettles Hall.

Baseball team adds coach.  Kreg 
Garner, a Brandon, Mississippi, native, 
will be joining the Co-Lin baseball 

coaching staff in 2020-21. Garner will 
be coaching Co-Lin's catchers and out-
fielders, but with a strong knowledge 
of the game in all areas, he will prove 
to be an asset in all facets of coaching.  

The 2013 Northwest Rankin High 
School graduate, was a standout 
catcher for the Cougars. The Clari-
on Ledger Dandy Dozen and Sec-
ond Team All-American continued 
his career at Pearl River Community 
College before playing his final two 
seasons at Belhaven University.  He 
graduated with a Bachelor's Degree 
in Sports Management in 2018, and 
already has two years of collegiate 
coaching experience at Meridian 
Community College as an assistant 
coach in 2019 and 2020.  

"I've been really looking forward 
to an opportunity like this, especially 
coaching with Co-Lin coaches" says 
Garner. "I've experienced the commu-
nity college system as a player and a 
coach, so I know the competition level 
of this league." 

Co-Lin's head baseball coach, Clay 
Smith, praised Garner:  "He has a great 
baseball background from his playing 
experience in high school, the NJCAA, 
and the NCAA. He is definitely going 
to help with the development of our 
current players and the recruitment of 
new student-athletes."  

Garner resides in Wesson.

Co-Lin adds softball & baseball coaches

Special to Wesson News

Amber Adcock Beall
Special to Wesson News

Kreg Gardner
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*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2. Free burgers 
will be sent to each shipping address that includes (63281). Standard  S&H added 
per address.  Not valid with other o� ers. Expires 10/31/20. All  purchases subject 
to Omaha Steaks, Inc. Terms of Use & Privacy Policy:  omahasteaks.com/terms-
of-useOSI and omahasteaks.com/info/privacy-policy or call 1-800-228-9872.  
Photos exemplary of product advertised.

Order Now 1.601.708.9292  |  OmahaSteaks.com/family446

Ask for the Griller’s Bundle 63281NNK

4 (5 oz.) Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignon
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (3 oz.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks
4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet
$224.91* separately

$7999GET THE GRILLER’S BUNDLE
INTRODUCTORY PRICE:

TENDER
PERFECTLY

GUARANTEED DELICIOUS
&

20 MAIN COURSES
+ SIDES & DESSERT

FREE
+ 4 MORE 
BURGERS

Discount applied at time of purchase. Terms and Conditions Apply. * Subject to 3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required.  Receive a 
free American Standard Cadet Toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation Shower, or Deluxe Shower. Offer valid only while supplies last. 
Limit one per household. Must be fi rst time  purchaser. All offers subject to change prior to purchase. See www.AmericanStandardBathtubs.com for other 
restrictions and for licensing, warranty, and company information. * CSLB B982796; Suffolk NY:5543IH; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. LLC does 
not sell in Nassau NY,  Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY.

✓EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!
Only American Standard has OVER
140 years of experience and offers 
the Liberation Walk-In Bathtub.

✓SUPERIOR DESIGN!
Ultra low easy entry and exit design, 
wide door, built-in safety bar and 
textured � oor provides a safer bathing 
experience.

✓PATENTED QUICK-DRAIN®

TECHNOLOGY
✓LIFETIME WARRANTY!

The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the 
bath AND installation, INCLUDING
labor backed by American Standard.

✓44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS!
More than any other tub we’ve seen.

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500

Lifetime Warranty!
Finance Options Available*

FREE!
An In-Home 

Evaluation Will 
Be Scheduled
At Your Earliest 
Convenience

FREE!
Savings Include an 
American Standard 
Right Height Toilet 

FREE! ($500 Value)

1-844-740-4952
Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/clintcour

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

Walk-In Tubs

Special to Wesson News

	Sammye Burris of 
Brookhaven is the new 
president of the Co-Lin 
Foundation Board of 
Directors. She follows 
Andrew Calvit of Nat-
chez.  Other officers are 
Dr. Donald Cotten of 
Hattiesburg, vice-pres-
ident; Sarah Johnson 
of Ruth, secretary; and 
Charles Hart of Wesson, 
treasurer.

• Burris graduated 
from Co-Lin in 1987 
and later attended The 
University of Mississip-
pi School of Banking. 
She currently works as a loan officer 
and executive vice president at Unit-
ed Mississippi Bank. Burris has been 
a member of the Co-Lin Foundation 
Board since 2013. 

•	 Cotten graduated from Co-Lin 
in 1966.  He received a bachelor’s 
degree in biology and a master’s 
degree in science education with 
an emphasis in biology from The 
University of Southern Mississip-
pi, and a doctorate in curriculum 
and instruction from West Virginia 
University.  He currently works as 
a consultant to universities in the 
private sector for funding initiatives 

and business development.  Cotten 
has been a member of the Co-Lin 

Foundation Board since 
2016. 

•	Johnson graduated 
from Co-Lin in 2010 
and Mississippi State 
University in 2012 with 
a degree in apparel, 
textiles and merchan-
dising, and a minor in 
general business admin-
istration. Johnson cur-
rently works as office 
manager of the Co-Lin 
Foundation and Alumni 
Relations office. 

•	Hart graduated from 
Co-Lin in 1970 and re-
ceived a bachelor’s de-

gree from Delta State University and 
a master’s degree in accounting from 
The University of Southern Missis-
sippi. He is an accounting instructor 
at Co-Lin, manager of the college’s 
bookstore and is a licensed CPA. 
Hart has been a member of the Co-
Lin Foundation Board since it was 
founded in 1981.

	The Co-Lin Foundation is a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit organization which 
serves as the fundraising arm of the 
college. The Foundation is governed 
by a 25-member board of directors 
whose goal is to raise private monies 
to support the mission of the college. 

Police HQ site New officers for Co-Lin Foundation

Special to Wesson News

A vacant lot on Spring Street just east of the public library will be the site of the 
new Wesson Police Department headquarters.  The 2019 state legislative session 
appropriated $300,000 in its bond bill for construction of the facility.

Special to Wesson News

Sammye Burris
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Brookhaven Funeral Home 
Pre-arrangment Special O�er

$2,350.00 o� of original price!
Full Traditional Funeral Services and

your choice of either quality steel or wood casket
Pre -arranging locks in todays price and

ensures your family will know your true wishes

for $6,195.00*
*monthly payments are available

“A Family Serving Families”
As a minister and a father to five daughters,

Lance Moak understands the importance
of family. Lance specializes in helping people
pre-arrange funeral services, taking away the

di�cult task of tough decisions at a most
stressful time from your loved ones. 

To discuss the many options available to you,
contact Lance Moak at  601-384-7290

or Wayne Smith 601-833-1441

"Because a Life Well Lived Deserves a Service Well Planned"

Five honored for Co-Lin service

Special to Wesson News

The Co-Lin Alumni Association has 
honored five outstanding faculty and 
staff members:  Don Blandon of Bogue 
Chitto, Christopher Brady of Ridgeland, 
and Julia Parker of Brookhaven on the 
Wesson campus.  Michelle Crace of 
Magee at the Simpson County Center.  
Denise Thibodeaux of Natchez on the 
Natchez Campus.

Blandon was selected as an 
Outstanding Career-Technical 
Instructor. He has been employed at 
Co-Lin since 2015, and is an instructor 
in the welding department. Blandon 
received his welding certificate 
from Co-Lin in 1998. He is also a 
National Center for Construction 
Education and Research (NCCER) 
Craft Instructor. Blandon previously 
worked for Wastequip in Brookhaven. 
He is a member of Living Word Faith 
Ministry. Blandon has three children, 
Don Jr., Damon, and Jasmine. 

Brady was selected as an Outstanding 

Academic Instructor.  He has been 
employed at Co-Lin since 2015, and 
is a 1995 graduate of Mississippi 
College.  Brady received a Master of 
Arts and a Master of Fine Arts from 
the University of Mississippi. He 
previously worked as an instructor 
at East Central Community College.  
Brady is a member of St. Columbus 
Episcopal Church and is a volunteer 
at the Lone House food shelter.  He 
and his wife Leanne live in Ridgeland. 

Parker was selected as an 
Outstanding Staff Member.  She 
has been employed at Co-Lin since 
2007 and serves as the Director of 
Human Resources.  She earned a 
Bachelor’s Degree from Jackson State 
University and a Master’s Degree 
from the University of Mississippi. 
Parker is also an adjunct instructor 
for Mississippi Virtual Community 
College.  She is a Society for Human 
Resource Management Certified 
Professional (SHRM-CP) and is 
a licensed professional in human 

resources from the HR Certification 
Institute.  Parker is a member of 
Bethel AME Church in Brookhaven, 
where she serves as church secretary, 
young people’s and children’s 
division director, and stewardess. 
She is a life member of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority.  She and her husband 
Louis (2000 Co-Lin alum) have two 
children, Louis X (’17 Co-Lin alum)  
and Julian (Co-Lin freshman).  

Crace was selected as an Outstanding 
Faculty/Staff Member. She has been 
employed at Co-Lin since 2005, and is 
an English instructor and an academic 
chair.  Crace has a Bachelor’s Degree 
from Mississippi State University and 
a Master’s Degree from William Carey 
University.  Prior to joining Co-Lin, 
she was an English teacher at Mize 
Attendance Center and Hunt Academy.  
Crace is a member of St. Stephens 
Catholic Church in Magee. She and her 
husband Nathan have three children -- 
Emily, Cameron, and Cole. 

Thibodeaux was selected as an 

Outstanding Faculty/Staff Member.  
She has Bachelor’s and Master’s 
degrees from Delta State University. 
Thibodeaux has been employed at Co-
Lin since 2012, starting as an adjunct 
faculty member, teaching Anatomy 
and Physiology and dual enrollment 
classes at Cathedral High School. 
She became a full-time instructor of 
biological sciences at Co-Lin in 2018. 
Before coming to Co-Lin, she taught 
at St. Joseph High School in Madison 
and was an adjunct faculty member 
at Holmes Community College in 
Ridgeland.  Thibodeaux is a member 
of the Pilgrimage Garden Club, the 
Science Teaching Excites Medical 
Interest (STEMI) program at the 
University of Mississippi Medical 
Center and is regional director of 
the Southwest Mississippi Science 
Olympiad. She is a member of St. 
Mary Basilica Catholic Church in 
Natchez.  She and her husband Dan 
have three children --Ansleigh, Owen, 
and Emma. 

Special to Wesson News

Don Blandon 

Special to Wesson News

Christopher Brady 
Special to Wesson News

Michelle Crace 

Special to Wesson News

Julia Parker 
Special to Wesson News

Denise Thibodeaux 
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Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance 
from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help
cover the services you’re most likely to use —

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive 
Benefits Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. 
Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is 
not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-4433 or respond for similar offer. Certificate 
C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: 
P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive 

l

l

Here’s the information
you requested on Dental insurance

FIRST-CLASS MAIL

X-rays CrownsCleanings Fillings Dentures

Call now to get this FREE 
Information Kit!

1-866-835-3416
dental50plus.com/92

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but save more 
with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum

• Honoring ALL policies and arrangements made and 
written by any other funeral service provider
• Most Experienced Staff  to serve your family
• Most Spacious Facility offered in our area
• Best Priced and Most Thoughtfully arranged services
• Offering the most affordable pricing on 
Pre-Arrangements or Time of  Need Services
• Also offering Monuments and Markers for all 
Cemeteries for any budget

Serving your family with Christian values

601-833-6680
76 US-51, Brookhaven  www.riverwoodfamily.com

Garden enjoyment 
during pandemic 

By Guest Columnist Gary R. Bachman

One consequence of the pandemic has been a surge of interest in gardening.  Since 
many people have been at home, lots of folks have developed a deeper enjoyment of 
the yard and garden. And why not?  The landscape and garden are places of constant 
change and wonder.

It was fortunate that our Mississippi independent garden centers were deemed 
essential and were able to stay open and help many 
people. I periodically visited the garden centers 
throughout the shelter-in- place time, and I was 
heartened by the number of home gardeners I saw 
out buying plants.

This spring, I received lots of questions about 
starting plants from seeds. Seeds are little miracles for those who have never gardened 
before.  A tiny seed contains all the genetic information needed for the growth and 
development of an entire plant.  I love the phrase from Chaucer, “mighty oaks from 
tiny acorns grow.”

One plant that has given me much enjoyment this spring and summer is my 
Summerific Summer Storm hibiscus.

This plant is a favorite, with deep-maroon leaves and huge and plentiful flowers, 
some of which are 9 inches across. The flowers are gorgeous, with red-center eyes and 
white petals streaked with red.

I was happy to enjoy 25 flower buds this spring, but to my surprise, the plant started 
a second bloom cycle. After the plant flowered for several days, I counted the new 
buds and found 55 about to open over the next couple of weeks. I think my hibiscus 
has enjoyed the extra attention I have given it during the pandemic.

Who knows what our futures are going to look like?  I think everyone should continue 
working in and enjoying their garden and landscape. The garden and landscape are the 
perfect place to social distance. You get some fresh air and vitamin D, and you don’t 
have to wear a mask.

We’ll get through this. Garden on. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Dr. Gary Bachman is an Extension and research professor of 
horticulture at the Mississippi State University Coastal Research and Extension 
Center in Biloxi. 

Special to Wesson News

The Summerific Summer Storm hibiscus has been excellent this year. After a 
bountiful set of blooms this spring, it is blooming again in late summer. 
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Thanks for supporting
our expanded digital issue!

Antiques, Collectibles 
&

Flea Market Items
Something for everyone!

Dave Pace
Kevin Laird

TOP QUALITY MEMORIALS
When It's Permanent, Trust the Professionals

Check out our HUGE selection
Remember the people you love

with a top quality memorial from Brookhaven Monument Company.
Springtime means new inventory arriving weekly

Your FIRST Choice for Over 70 Years

Allred’s
Pharmacy & Gifts
214 W. Gallatin St. Hazlehurst, MS 39083

601-894-3571
Open Mon-Fri 8-6 Sat 8-5

Serving the Copiah County area for over 100 years

Highland Square Shopping Center • 830 Brookway Blvd. • 601-833-1143
520 Brookway Blvd. • Brookhaven • 601-833-7351 • Mon.-Sat. 9-6

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED FOR 133 YEARS

Keep in touch
With us!

www.thperkinsfurniture.com
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Roland Price
110 Market Place
Hazlehurst, MS 39083

MarketplaceMotors.net
601-750-2277

Across from Walmart

Just bring in your last pay stub and your 
down payment and drive out TODAY!

•2010 Buick Enclave CXL, Leather, Sunroof, Third Row, Sharp!
•2013 Volkswagen Tiguan SE 4motion, One Owner, Leather Low Mileage, New Tires!
•2009 Chevy Avalanche LT, Low Miles, Leather, 20 inch Wheels. 
•2015 Nissan Altima S, Red, Automatic, Power Seats, Low Miles, Nice!
•2015 Nissan Altima S, Low Mileage, Automatic, Pwr Windows, Locks, Mirrors.
•2014 Nissan Pathfinder SL Package, Leather, 3rd Row, Rear Camera, Clean!
•2009 Toyota Venza Crossover, Super Nice and Exceptionally clean
•2014 Nissan Maxima SV, Pearl White, Sunroof, Low Mileage
•2017 Ford Fusion SE, One Owner, Backup Camera, 32 MPG, Like New!
•2014 Dodge Grand Caravab SXT, 3rd Row Seats, Stow-n-go Rear air, DVD
•2011 Chev Silverado 1500, Crew Cab, RWD, New Tires, 5.3L, Sharp!
•2008 Toyota Highlander Limited, Leather, Backup Camera, New Tires
•2012 Cadillac SRX, Luxury Collection, Low Miles, Sunroof, Like New
•2009 Toyota Avalon XLS, Low Mileage, Leather Seats, Sunroof, Luxury
•2012 Mercedes C250 Sport, Low Mileage, Sunroof, Leather, Like New
•2014 Ford Escape Titanium, Leather, Backup Camera, 32 MPG
•2012 Chrysler Town and Country Touring L Pkge, Leather, DVD
•2012 Chev 3500 Crew Cab Flatbed Low Low mileage, PW, PL, Cruise Druamax Diesel

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!
SOLD!

Rare find; 2010 Dodge Ram SLT, 2500 HD

Mega Cab, Hemi, Low miles, Like New

LITTLE LOT - BIG SAVINGS

2011 Chevrolet Silverado 1500

Crew Cab, Texas Edition, Leather, Pioneer music, sharp!

Special to Wesson News

Social distancing disliked in state.  
Mississippians are among the worst at 
adhering to social distancing guidelines 
to protect themselves from the corona-
virus, and the state, as a result, has one 
of the highest rates of coronavirus infec-
tions, a new study shows.  The state is 
44th on adherence to social distancing 
guidelines, The TOP Agency made the 
discovery in an analysis of mobility 
data to determine the number of dai-
ly close human interactions that lasted 
longer the five minutes.  The study also 
showed that residents of 
former COVID-19 hotspots 
-- New York, Arizona, Tex-
as, Florida and California 
-- are now adhering well 
to social distancing regula-
tions. 

KDMC great work-
place.  King's Daughters Medical Cen-
ter in Brookhaven is one of the 2020 
Best Places to Work in Healthcare, ac-
cording to Modern Healthcare (MH).  
The distinction, which KDMC has 
earned ten times since 2008, is based 
on an extensive employee survey.  MH 
editor Aurora Aguilar noted that "loy-
alty and trust between employers and 
their workers" has become more im-
portant than ever during the COVID-19 
pandemic, when healthcare employees 
have seen their colleagues fall ill with 
the virus and their organizations suffer 
the economic effects.

Grant to save animals.   Brookhav-
en Animal Rescue League (BARL) has 
received a $4,000 Save Them All grant 
from Best Animals Friends Society 
(BAFS) to help save lives of homeless 
pets in Lincoln, Copiah and Franklin 
Counties.   BARL meets BAFS strict 
grant guidelines, providing food, shel-
ter, and veterinary services for home-
less animals until they are adopted;  

vaccinating and spaying or neutering 
all its animals and microchipping dogs.   
BFAS, which partners with 2,800 ani-
mal welfare groups nationwide, has 
helped reduce the number animals 
killed in shelters to less than one million 
(733,000) every year from 17 million.

MAC funds BLT.  With its theater 
season curtailed by the COVID-19 pan-
demic and planning for its 54th season 
on hold, Brookhaven Little Theater 
(BLT), has received a $14,500 grant 
from the Mississippi Arts Commission 
(MAC) to advance its mission of ex-

posing the region to high 
quality performing arts 
programs.  BLT, the lon-
gest continuously running 
community theater in Mis-
sissippi, offers a variety of 
plays, musicals, perform-
ing arts classes, camps, 

workshops, special events and musical 
festivals.  BLT has launched a GoFund-
Me campaign to raise another $25,000 
during this challenging financial time.

Zoo reopens.  The 11-month shut-
down of Jackson Zoo for comprehen-
sive infrastructure repairs and to secure 
its U.S. Department of Agriculture li-
cense to exhibit animals has ended, but 
its hours are limited to 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
on Saturdays and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. on 
Sundays, and only 500 visitors are al-
lowed each day due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.  The City of Jackson is nego-
tiating with St. Louis-based ZoOcean-
arium Group to take over operations of 
the facility. 

Movies return.  Regal UA West-
brook Theater in Brookhaven is show-
ing movies again.  Tickets are avail-
able online.  The multiplex theater has 
implemented new health and safety 
measures based on Center for Disease 
Control guidelines and feedback from 
employees and moviegoers. 

Social distancing, grants, reopenings

Brookhaven fuel stop

Wesson News

When the SpaceX Endeavour Crew Dragon spacecraft splashed down safely 
in the Gulf of Mexico last month, helicopters operated by Tim (left) and Brian 
(right) were there to meet it after a fuel stop at Lincoln County-Brookhaven (LC-
B) Airport.  Tim brought Doug Hurley and Bob Behnken back from the Gulf to 
Pensacola, where they caught a National Aeronautics and Space Administration 
(NASA) jet to Houston.  Brian's helicopter was there to back him up.  On the 
Dragon, Behnken and Hurley returned from a 62-day space station stay during 
which they spent more than 100 hours working on science investigations and 
participating in four spacewalks.  LC-B Airport Manager John Coleman says Tim 
and Brian like to drop off at the local facility to fuel up, and may make it a regular 
stop as NASA and SpaceX continue their launchings.
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$100 VISA® Reward Debit Card: $100 Visa® reward debit card requires service activation. You will receive a claim voucher via email within 24 hours and the voucher must be returned within 60 days. Your $100 
Visa® reward debit card will arrive in approximately 6-8 weeks.  Card is issued by MetaBank®, N.A., Member FDIC, pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. No cash access or recurring payments. Can be used 
everywhere Visa debit cards are accepted. Card valid for up to 6 months; unused funds will forfeit after the valid thru date. Card terms and conditions apply. BASIC SYSTEM: $99 Installation. 36-Month Monitoring 
Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($1,007.64). 24-Month Monitoring Agreement required at $27.99 per month ($671.76) for California. Offer applies to homeowners only. Basic system requires landline phone. 
Offer valid for new ADT Authorized Premier Provider customers only and not on purchases from ADT LLC. Cannot be combined with any other offer. The $27.99 Offer does not include Quality Service Plan (QSP), ADT’s 
Extended Limited Warranty. ADT Command: ADT Pulse Interactive Solutions Services (“ADT Pulse”), which help you manage your home environment and family lifestyle, require the purchase and/or activation of an 
ADT alarm system with monitored burglary service and a compatible computer, cell phone or PDA with Internet and email access. These ADT Pulse services do not cover the operation or maintenance of any household 
equipment/systems that are connected to the ADT Pulse equipment. All ADT Pulse services are not available with the various levels of ADT Pulse. All ADT Pulse services may not be available in all geographic areas. You 
may be required to pay additional charges to purchase equipment required to utilize the ADT Pulse features you desire. ADT VIDEO LITE: ADT Video Lite installation is an additional $299. 36-month monitoring contract 
required from ADT Video Lite: $59.99 per month, ($2,159.64), including Quality Service Plan (QSP). Indoor camera may not be available in all areas. GENERAL: For all offers, the form of payment must be by credit card 
or electronic charge to your checking or savings account, satisfactory credit history is required and termination fee applies. Certain packages require approved landline phone. Local permit fees may be required. Certain 
restrictions may apply. Additional monitoring fees required for some services. For example, Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert monitoring requires purchase and/or activation of an ADT security 
system with monitored Burglary, Fire, Carbon Monoxide and Emergency Alert devices and are an additional charge. Additional equipment may be purchased for an additional charge. Additional charges may apply in 
areas that require guard response service for municipal alarm veri� cation. Prices subject to change. Prices may vary by market. Some insurance companies offer discounts on Homeowner’s Insurance. Please consult 
your insurance company. Photos are for illustrative purposes only and may not re� ect the exact product/service actually provided. Licenses: AL-21-001104, AR-CMPY.0001725, AZ-ROC217517, CA-ACO6320, CT-
ELC.0193944-L5, DC-EMS902653, DC-602516000016, DE-07-212, FL-EC13003427, GA-LVA205395, IA-AS-0206, ID-ELE-SJ-39131, IL-127.001042, IN-C.P.D. Reg. No. – 19-08088, City of Indianapolis: LAC-000156, 
KY-City of Louisville: 483, LA-F1914, LA-F1915, LA-F1082, MA-1355C, MD-107-1626, ME-LM50017382, MI-3601205773, MN-TS01807, MO-City of St. Louis: CC#354, St. Louis County: 100194, MS-15007958, 
MT-PSP-ELS-LIC-247, NC-25310-SP-FA/LV, NC-1622-CSA, NE-14451, NJ Burglar Alarm Lic. # -NJ-34BF00021800, NM-353366, NV-0068518, City of Las Vegas: 3000008296, NY-Licensed by the N.Y.S. Department 
of State UID#12000317691, NYS #12000286451, OH-53891446, City of Cincinnati: AC86, OK-AC1048, OR-170997, Pennsylvania Home Improvement Contractor Registration Number: PA022999, RI-3582, RI-7508, 
SC-BAC5630, SD- 1025-7001-ET, TN-1520, TX-B13734, ACR-3492, UT-6422596-6501, VA-115120, VT-ES-2382(7C), WA-602588694/ECPROTEYH934RS, WI-City of Milwaukee: PAS-0002966, WV-WV042433, 
WY-LV-G-21499. 3750 Priority Way South Dr. Indianapolis, IN 46240 ©2020 DEFENDERS, Inc. dba Protect Your Home DF-CD-NP-Q320

LIMITED TIME OFFER—CALL TODAY! 

1-866-216-5805
Ask about same-day 

installation!
Reply By

October 30, 2020

Save Now On Home Security
Monitored by ADT® the #1

home security company in the U.S.

ADT® 24/7 Monitored Home Security
   24/7 monitoring provides peace of mind

  Yard sign and window decals help deter crime

 Quickly connect to emergency response

  May qualify for a homeowners insurance discount

Save Now On Home Security

  May qualify for a homeowners insurance discount

Save Now On Home Security

PER MONTH

MONITORING

GREAT

LOW
PRICE

HOME SECURITY SYSTEM

$850
VALUE

FREE SECURITY SYSTEM
New customers only. Early termination
 fee applies. Installation starts
 at $99 with 36 monitoring
 agreement. See all o� er  
 details below.

VISA® REWARD
CARD From Protect Your Home
—$100 Value
7 WIRELESS
DOOR/WINDOW 
SENSORS —$695 VALUE!

FREE

FREE

WIRELESS REMOTE 
CONTROL
—$139 Value
INDOOR HD CAMERA
When you upgrade to ADT Video 
Lite —$299 VALUE!

FREE

FREE

See all o� er details below.

FREE

Discount applied at time of purchase. Terms and Conditions Apply. * Subject to 3rd party credit approval. Minimum monthly payments required.  Receive a 
free American Standard Cadet Toilet with full installation of a Liberation Walk-In Bath, Liberation Shower, or Deluxe Shower. Offer valid only while supplies last. 
Limit one per household. Must be fi rst time  purchaser. All offers subject to change prior to purchase. See www.AmericanStandardBathtubs.com for other 
restrictions and for licensing, warranty, and company information. * CSLB B982796; Suffolk NY:5543IH; NYC:HIC#2022748-DCA. Safety Tubs Co. LLC does 
not sell in Nassau NY,  Westchester NY, Putnam NY, Rockland NY.

✓EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!
Only American Standard has OVER
140 years of experience and offers 
the Liberation Walk-In Bathtub.

✓SUPERIOR DESIGN!
Ultra low easy entry and exit design, 
wide door, built-in safety bar and 
textured � oor provides a safer bathing 
experience.

✓PATENTED QUICK-DRAIN®

TECHNOLOGY
✓LIFETIME WARRANTY!

The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the 
bath AND installation, INCLUDING
labor backed by American Standard.

✓44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS!
More than any other tub we’ve seen.

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500

Lifetime Warranty!
Finance Options Available*

FREE!
An In-Home 

Evaluation Will 
Be Scheduled
At Your Earliest 
Convenience

FREE!
Savings Include an 
American Standard 
Right Height Toilet 

FREE! ($500 Value)

1-844-740-4952
Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/clintcour

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

Walk-In Tubs

Wesson News

At a pinning ceremony were Co-Lin's Wesson Campus Practical Nursing 
Program graduates (left to right) Umeko Sparkman of McComb, Sina Windham 
of Brookhaven, Freddye Johnson of Hazlehurst, Sydne Gayten of Brookhaven, 
Keisha Roberson of Hazlehurst, Shikeitha Quin of McComb, Brooke David of 
Meadville, Keisha Simmons of Jackson, Candace McKinley of Crystal Springs, 
Miosha Daniels, Judy James Lyons and KeAriel Caston, all of Brookhaven. 

Copiah County gets MDEQ grants Nursing School 
graduates pinned

Special to Wesson News

The Mississippi Department of 
Environmental Quality (MDEQ) 
has awarded Copiah County a solid 
waste assistance grant of $48,917 
for  unauthorized dumpsite cleanup 
and a solid waste enforcement officer 
program.  The agency also awarded 
the county a 
$75,000 two-
year waste tire 
grant to continue 
the local waste 
tire collection 
program for 
small quantity 
generators of 
waste tires.  

“The Solid 
Waste Assistance 
Grants support a 
variety of useful 
solid waste 
m a n a g e m e n t 
activities for cities 
and counties, and 
these grants will 
assist Copiah 
County’s efforts 
in improving 
its management of solid waste,” 
said Chris Wells, MDEQ Interim 
Executive Director.

Cities and counties may apply 
for Solid Waste Assistance Grants 

through the Mississippi Department 
of Environmental Quality.  In 
addition to funding programs to 
prevent and clean up unauthorized 
dumps and hiring local solid waste 
enforcement officers, these grants 
are used by local communities for 
public education efforts on solid 

waste disposal and 
recycling; and to 
establish programs 
for the collection 
of white goods, 
bulky wastes and 
recyclables.

Funding for 
waste tire grants is 
provided by a waste 
tire account funded 
from a fee charged 
on wholesale of 
every new motor 
vehicle tire sold in 
Mississippi.  This 
fee provides the 
funds to ensure 
and encourage 
the proper 
management and 
disposal of waste 

tires.
Information about on the grant 

program and other initiatives is 
available at www.mdeq.ms.gov/
solid-waste-management-programs.
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BANKRUPTCY

Richard R. Grindstaff
Attorney At Law

CHAPTER 13
DEBT CONSOLIDATION

$200 +  court cost
             gets it filed

WE ARE A DEBT RELIEF AGENCY, WE HELP PEOPLE FILE FOR BANKRUPTCY RELIEF UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE

840 E. River Place Ste 605
Jackson MS  39202

601-346-6443

512 Schwem Ave
Brookhaven, MS

601-684-1798

CHAPTER 7
DEBT ELIMINATION

$545 +  court cost
             uncontested

Wesson News

There will be no crowds at the Fall Flower & Garden Fest, which will be virtual.

Flower & Garden Fest goes virtual 
By Guest Columnist Susan Collins-Smith

The 2020 Fall Flower & 
Garden Fest will be a virtual, 
educational event this year.

The in-person fest 
normally held in October 
on the grounds of the 
Mississippi State University 
(MSU) Truck Crops Branch 
Experiment Station in 
Crystal Springs started on 
the Fall Flower & Garden 
website September 1 with 
educational gardening 
videos and other materials.  
Registration is not required, 
and the content is free.

“In light of COVID-19 
cases still persisting in 
Mississippi, we believe this 
is the best option,” said Rick 
Snyder, fest organizer and 
vegetable specialist with the 
MSU Extension Service. 
“This was a difficult decision, 
and we know that thousands 
of our regular attendees will 
be very disappointed.”

Experts with the Extension 
Service and Mississippi 
Agricultural and Forestry 
Experiment Station share 
information on a variety of 

topics, including research 
updates, how-to videos, and 
information on caring for 
gardens, including pest and 
disease management. 

More than 100 videos 
covering a huge variety 
of horticultural and home 
gardening topics are 
available. They are divided 
into seven categories: 
vegetable gardening, 
healthy cooking, flowers and 
arrangements, landscapes 
and lawns, pests and diseases, 
fruits for the homeowner, 
and small-scale gardens and 
herbs.

To view the videos and 
other educational content, 
visit the Fall Flower & 
Garden Fest page on the 
Extension website at https://
bit.ly/3aDrPYZ.

MSU is an equal 
opportunity institution. For 
disability accommodation, 
please contact Rick Snyder 
at 601-892-3731 or Rick.
Snyder@msstate.edu.
EDITOR'S NOTE: Susan Collins-
Smith writes for the 
Mississippi State University 
Extension Service.

