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 Owners of twenty-fi ve antique 
cars and trucks and car show fans 
inaugurated the fi rst Wesson Cruise-In 
last month outside the Mill Town Mall.
 Event coordinators Hope Beasley and 
Bobby Case plan to make the family 
friendly gathering of vehicles a monthly 
event held on the third Saturday from 
5 p.m. to 9 p.m. until October, and 
envision it growing into an ongoing 
attraction for area car people, similar to 
Mendenhall’s Friday Nights on Main.  
The Mendenhall event has upwards 
of a hundred antique automobiles and 
trucks, hot rods, race cars, motorcycles 
and other vehicles; a variety of crafts 
and food vendors and live music.
 Cruise-Ins, Beasley explains, are 
short, informal events, where vehicle 
owners can talk shop with others, 
who collect and restore classic or 

New monthly cruise-in attracts vehicle hobbyists
muscle cars, trucks, and other vehicles, 
and discuss their hobby with people 
interested in what they do and admire 
the products of their efforts.
 The initial Wesson Cruise-In featured 
a small concession stand and recorded 
music to make the event more festive.  
At the event, drivers cruised in and 
parked their vehicles in the Mill Town 
Mall parking area and in nearby spaces.  
 “There are no fees for participants 
in the Wesson Cruise-In, and it’s free 
for spectators,” says Beasley.  “Nor is 
the event competitive.  There are no 
awards or trophies.  It’s just a good 
time for old and new friends, and fun 
for everyone in the midst of impressive 
looking vehicles. In a relaxed setting, 
owners talk about their vehicles with a 
variety of people.”
 Persons who want to get involved 
in the collector-car hobby say cruise-

cont. on page 3

creek.  
 The damage occurred to the mechanism 
in the clarifi er -- a skimmer -- that moves 
the sludge toward a chamber where it 
is returned to the aeration basin.  Two 
skimmer arms -- one on the water 

By Bob Arnold

 Wesson is facing expenditures of 
more than $40,000 to repair its sewage 
treatment plant, which has been crippled 
since a part of the system that separates 
solid matter (or sludge) from waste water 
quit functioning because of a mechanical 
failure. 
 Mayor Alton Shaw says insurance 
should cover most of the repair cost.
 “The plant is performing at about eighty 
percent of its capacity to process sewage 
and purify waste water to return to local 
tributaries,” Wesson Director of Public 
Works Mark A. Brown reports.
 In the town’s treatment system, sewage 
fl ows into an aeration basin, where it is 
processed by microbes and produces a 
mixture of water and solid matter that is 
pumped to a clarifi er tank.  In the clarifi er, 
the sludge settles out of the water and is 
returned to the aeration basin.  The waste 
water is sent to a chlorine contact chamber 
for purifi cation and movement to a nearby 

Sewage plant crippled, but operational

surface in the clarifi er and a second on 
its concrete bottom, where the sludge 
settles -- rotate on a center shaft secured 
in the concrete.  A bracket broke from the 
surface skimmer arm and dropped to the 
bottom of the clarifi er, where it wedged in 

the second arm, and subsequently caused 
the center shaft to break and stripped the 
mechanism’s gears.
 “The solids that would normally return 
to the aeration basin remain largely in 
the clarifi er, and some are going to the 
chlorine contact chamber with waste 
water,” Brown explains.  “With the help of 
a septic tank service, the sewage system 
continues to function.  The septic tank 
service pumps solids from the clarifi er 
and the chlorine contact chamber and 
puts them in a holding pond.  Our biggest 
problem is not being able to return the 
sludge to the aeration basin.”
 The major repair cost and delay in getting 
the sewage plant back into full operation 
is a new gear box for the skimmer.  The 
$25,000 part is made to order and takes 
eight to ten weeks to produce.  Repair 
of the lower skimmer arm, the shaft and 
concrete fl ooring of the clarifi er is another 
$9,000.  The septic tank service charges 
$1,800 each time it provides assistance.

All photos by Wesson News

Bobby Case and Hope Beasley 
are coordinating new monthly 
Wesson Cruise-In, which 
they envision growing into an 
ongoing attraction.

This part (circled) fell off the 
surface skimmer arm to the 
bottom of the clarifi er tank, 
where it damaged the lower 
skimmer arm, the shaft on which 
it rotates and the gear box.

All photos Special to Wesson News

Broken surface skimmer 
arm of the sewage system 
clarifi er.

Repaired skimmer and shaft 
at bottom of clarifi er awaits 
a custom-made gear box 
before the Wesson sewage 
system can be made fully 
functional again.
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Farmbelt Equipment
87 Hwy 84 E, Brookhaven, MS

(601)833-3501
www.farmbeltequipment.com

ONE LUCKY DAD WILL WIN A NEW 
ZERO TURN MOWER 

FROM FARMBELT EQUIPMENT
 ON SATURDAY, JUNE 18!

Any purchase of $100 or more at 
Farmbelt from June 1-June 15 

 for the mower!

the pool of qualifiers on
20 dads will be chosen from 

Wednesday, June 15. 
Those 20 dads will ride 5 laps around 
the track at Farmbelt and whoever is 
on the mower when it runs out of gas 

WINS THE MOWER! 

Father Mows Best
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Police Blotter
Special to Wesson News

During May, Wesson Police Department 
activity encompassed:

Response to:
•Four vehicle accidents
•Three domestic violence incidents
•One dog bite
•One telephone harassment
•One theft
•One shoplifting
•One trespassing

Citations & arrests:
•Five felony possessions of a controlled 
substance
•One cyber-stocking (charges filed, but 
warrant not yet issued
•Fourteen speeding violations
•Fifteen varied traffic violations
•One possession of marijuana
•Three shoplifting
•Two contempt of court warrants 
•One destruction of public property
•One domestic violence
On school days, the Wesson Police 
Department facilitates traffic flow at 
Wesson Attendance Center with officers 
on duty between 7 a.m. and 8 a.m. and 3 
p.m. and 3:30 p.m.

cont. from page 1

New monthly cruise-in in Wesson

Photo by Wesson News

ins are great places to look 
for classic or muscle cars.  
At cruise-ins, prospective 
hobbyists can also learn about 
the pitfalls and advantages 
of owning a particular year, 
make and model of vehicle 
from owners, who share 
details about their vehicle 
and how difficult, easy or 
expensive their restorations 
were.
For information, contact Hope 
Beasley at 601-695-1749 or 
Bobby Case at 601-754-1377.

By Guest Columnist Rebecca Bates

 Brookhaven Farmers Market started 
its ninth season on Friday, June 3, in 
downtown Brookhaven at Railroad 
Park and is continuing on Tuesdays 

throughout the summer, including 
today, from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. at the 
Amtrak Train Depot. 
 Regular vendors from the past, 
including vegetable growers, bread 
bakers and cake makers are back, 
along with  many new ones. 
 Locally grown produce and other 
products that you can expect to see 
include sweet corn, potatoes, squash, 

cucumbers, snap beans, tomatoes, 
cabbage, mustard greens, onions, 
honey, eggs, beef, pork and dairy 
products.  As the summer heats up, 
other selections will be available.
 Whole grain breads, freshly baked 

cakes, pastries, fudge 
and homemade jellies 
will return to the 
market.
 Last Friday was 
Dairy Day, and 
visitors met local 
dairy farmers, enjoyed 
free ice cream and 

chocolate milk, interacted with calves 
and milked Elsie the cow.  
 Residents are encouraged to attend  
throughout the summer.

 Editor’s Note:  Rebecca Bates 
is the Mississippi State University 
Agricultural Extension Agent based in 
Brookhaven at the Lincoln County Court 
House.

Farmers market returns to Brookhaven

All photos Special to Wesson News
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Price Auto Brokers
Little Lot-Big Savings

Roland Price
110 Market Place
Hazlehurst, MS 39083

priceautobrokersinc.com
601-750-2277

or Richard Jones at 601-942-3532

2009 Chevy Silverado Z71-LTZ
Leather Buckets, Navigation, Bose, Steps

2009 GMC SLT Crew Cab Z71, Leather, New Tires, Side Steps
2005 Toyota Sequoia Limited, Navigation, Sunroof, Leather, 3rd Row

2007 GMC Acadia SUV SLT, Leather, Sunroof, DVD, 3rd Row
2011 Chevrolet Impala LTZ, Leather Seats, Spoiler, New Tires, SHARP!

2003 Mercury Grand Marquise, ONLY 33,000 one owner miles, Leather interior
2010 Acura RDX SUV w/Technology, Navigation, Pearl White

2009 Hyundai Sonata GLS, Power Seats and Windows, Sunroof, Steering wheel Controls
1984 Dodge Ram Charger with only 81,000 actual miles, Super Nice!

2009 Chev Silverado XFE Package, Crew Cab, Leather, Sprayed Liner, 2WD
2006 Cadillac DTS only 82,000 miles, Leather, Sunroof, Like New

WE FINANCE
All payments are figured with $1800 downpayment and a # one customer rating - No credit or Bad credit is ok to submit for approval.

Father's Day
is just around the corner

&
Congratulations

to our 2016 Graduates

Come see the friendly and knowledgeable staff at either location
that will make Dad and Grads smile.

      Copiah Finance            S & S Check Cashing
  601-894-3271                 601-643-9032

or

Wesson News

 Over the years, employers and their 
customers alike have appreciated the 
brand of salesmanship of Brookhaven 
native David Sullivan, who says he 
is not a “go-for-the-throat guy,” but 
instead “listens and tries to meet 
needs.”  Sears honored Sullivan as 
a “Most Courteous Salesman of the 
Year.”  Park City, Illinois, made him an 
honorary citizen and proclaimed David 
Sullivan Day after he sold the town a 
fi nancing package to purchase a 911 
system and worked with government 
offi cials there, who provided assistance 
to Mississippi following Hurricane 
Katrina.  
 Sullivan sometimes wishes he had 
continued his career in the U.S. Air 
Force, in which he rose to the rank of 
sergeant over three-and-a-half years 
of ground crew service in Thailand 
during the Vietnam war.  But instead, 
he pursued sales and customer service 
after graduating with a degree in music 
from San Jantico College in Pasadena, 
Texas, where he grew up and went 
to high school.  He has worked in 
sales for Sears and Government 
Capital, a Texas-based municipal 
fi nance company with Brookhaven 
offi ces; sold cars, and was a waiter 
and bartender at the old Yesterdays 
restaurant and former Ramada Inn 
(now Days Inn) in McComb.  For the 
past nine years, he has been a driver 
and customer relations representative 

for Dispose ALL, 
a Brookhaven 
company which 
picks up regulated 
medical waste.
 Sullivan lives in 
northeast Lincoln 
County in the 
Wesson zip code 
area on Haley 
Trail, a few miles from Lake Lincoln 
State Park.

What is your hobby?
 I am a motorcyclist and travel 
throughout the Mississippi countryside 
on the Natchez Trace and other roads 
and highways.  I never used my 
music education professionally, but 
sing in churches, have led choirs, and 
perform at open mic nights in settings 
like Magnolia Blues bar and grill in 
Brookhaven.

What is your favorite book or movie?                                                                                                                     
 I enjoy reading The Holy Bible, but 
I was greatly infl uenced by How Shall 
We Then Live, a book written by Chuck 
Colson, a former aide to President 

David Sullivan - customer man listens for needs

Richard Nixon.  The 
book chal lenges 
Christians on living 
in the world, how to 
live in it, be a part of 
it, and do outreach.  
 My favorite movie is 
Outlaw Josey Wales, 
a western set during 
and after the civil 

war, directed by and starring Clint 
Eastwood as a Missouri farmer who 
seeks revenge as part of a Confederate 
guerilla band for the murder of his 
family by Union militants.  I also 
like Young Frankenstein -- a horror 
comedy directed by Mel Brooks and 
starring Gene Wilder.  It is fun to 
watch with friends.  It is a parody of 
the classic horror fi lm genre.  

Do you have a favorite actor or actress?                                                                                           
 My favorite actor is Clint Eastwood.   
My favorite actress is Michele Pfi effer.

What kind of music do you like?
 I like everything but heavy metal 
and rap -- rock, barbershop, classical, 
country, opera, you name it.  At a 

future Magnolia Blues open mic night, 
I plan to sing something from an opera.  
I will surprise a lot of people.  My 
favorite song is the Doobie Brother’s 
“Listen to the Music.”

Do you have a favorite musician?                                                                                                                   
 I liked the late Karen Carpenter, who 
died at age 32 from heart failure -- a 
complication of anorexia nervosa, an 
eating disorder.  The visibility and 
awareness of the disorder increased 
after her death.  Karen and her brother, 
Richard, formed the 1970s duo, The 
Carpenters. 
 My other favorite musician is 
Brookhaven’s own Shaw Furlow.

Do you have a wish you want granted?
 I wish I could go back and relive life, 
knowing what I know now.  I might, for 
example, have made a career of service 
in the U.S. Air Force.  I would have 
sought assistance in understanding the 
varied options that were available in 
music.

If you won a multi-million dollar lottery, 
how would you spend the money?
 I would take care of my friends and 
my church.
Editor’s note:  Suggest neighbors 
you want to read about via email to 
bobarnold@wessonnews.com. 

Photo by Wesson News
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Free Delivery
With Minimum Purchase.

Check Store for Details.  Offer Expires June 30, 2016

www.thperkinsfurniture.net • Brookhaven • 601-833-1143
Best Selection, Best Quality, and Best Price in Southwest Mississippi for 129 Years.

covered tips and techniques for test-taking,  
with major emphasis on the science and 
math components of the exam.  
 Visual arts, music, and theater.  The 
Summer Art Camp for high school 
juniors and seniors on June 6, 7 and 8 at 
the Wesson campus provided instruction 
and experience in computer art, ceramics, 
painting and printmaking.  This week, 
campers in grades two through four are 
learning to create art and visiting famous 
art museums on computers at the Kids 
College on the Natchez  campus.  The 
Natchez Kids College will also provide 
students in grades one through three and 
grades four through six opportunities to 
experiment with a variety of materials 
in its July 11-14 “Art Explosion” ($50 
fee) and July 18-21 “Art Cafe” ($50 fee).  
Kindergartners through third graders 
will explore movement through dance 
July 18-21 in the Kids College “Creative 
Movement” camp ($45 fee).   
 Cheerleading.  Co-Lin cheerleaders 
are teaching dance, cheers, chants and 

By Bob Arnold

 The summer camping season is 
underway for children and youth on Co-
Lin’s Wesson and Natchez campuses 
and at its Simpson County Center, with 
thirty opportunities to stretch their 
minds, improve their physical capacities 
and have fun at the same time.  The 
camps offer them preparation for college 
entrance examinations, practice in their 
favorite arts, skills-development in sports 
and studies in science and computer 
technology, among an array of other 
options.  The camp timeframes range 
from a half-day to more than a week with 
fees from $10 to $95.  
 Specific camps include instruction and 
coaching in:
 Preparing for college admission tests.  
At Co-Lin’s Simpson County Center, 
area junior high school and high school 
students participated in the Jump Start 
ACT Boot Camp from May 31 to June 
3. The four days of intensive preparation 
for the ACT college entrance examination 

Summer camps offer fun, knowledge & skills
jumps to kindergartners through sixth 
graders this week at Natchez (fee $45) 
and will lead a similar camp for would-be 
cheerleaders at Wesson on June 27, 28 and 
29 ($40 fee).
 Sports.  Sports camps on the Wesson 
campus encompass softball, baseball, 
golf, and basketball.  A basketball camp 
for high school teams ends tomorrow, 
while a two-day softball camp for teams 
begins ($80 fee per participant). A junior 
golf camp ($50 fee) for eight to fifteen 
year-olds is planned, but not yet scheduled.  
In separate camps on July 12-14 and 
July 15-17, Co-Lin is offering full use of 
its football facilities, including practice 
fields, weight room, dorms, meeting 
facilities and dining hall for high school 
football teams ($40 fee per participant 
for each camp).  Late last month and 
earlier this month, four basketball camps 
helped individual participants in grades 
one through eight, girls junior high and 
high school teams and junior high boys 
teams hone their skills. Two soccer camps 
worked with boys and girls in grades six 
through twelve; and six to twelve year-
olds attended a baseball camp.  
 Recreation and physical fitness.  Co-
Lin’s Wolfpack Wellness Initiative is 
producing a Recreational Summer Day 
Camp for children six to eight years 
old, with structured indoor and outdoor 
activities from June 20 to 24 ($70 fee) 
on the Wesson campus.  From 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. each day, campers will be offered 
age and developmentally appropriate 
activities, including baseball, softball, 
basketball, soccer, bowling, disc golf and 
golf, dodge ball, flag football, hoola hoops, 
juggling, jump ropes, nutrition bingo, 
scooter derby and frisbee, among other 

games and recreational opportunities.  
For children in kindergarten through 
the sixth grade, an Agility Camp ($45 
fee) will be offered at Natchez this week 
and at Wesson on June 29, 30, and July 
1.  The camp focuses on developing the 
speed, coordination, balance, and self-
confidence of participants through fun 
activities.  
 Science and technology.   This week 
at Natchez, third to fifth graders will 
explore the beauty and wonder of the 
world of science in the “Mad Science” 
camp.   On June 27-30, the Natchez 
Kids College will offer three camping 
experiences:  “Science Explorers” ($50 
fee) in which first and second graders will 
perform hands-on experiments that peak 
their curiosity.  “Dig It -- Archaeology 
Camp” ($50 fee) in which third to sixth 
graders will get hands-on experience 
with artifacts and take multiple field trips.  
“Super Software’ ($50 fee) in which third 
to fifth graders will explore computer 
applications, games and websites as tools 
for homework, projects and research 
at school.  At Natchez, second to fourth 
grade campers will explore sustainable 
gardening in “Farm to Table for Kids” 
($50 fee) on July 11-14; and the world of 
computers, including art, games, internet 
safety and keyboarding, in “Cyber Camp” 
($50 fee) on July 18-21.  At Wesson, fifth 
to eighth graders will search for bugs 
along the Co-Lin Nature Trail, learn 
about collecting insects, and work with 
microscopes from July 19 to 21 in the 
Summer Entomology (Bug) Camp ($95 
fee).
 For detailed information about the 
camps and to download registration 
forms, visit www.colin.edu.

Copiah Academy camp

Photo by Crockett Action Shots

Copiah Academy hosted 50 aspiring young athletes at a Fastpitch Softball Camp last month, led by 
coach Terry Bauer and assistant coach Kevin Roos, who have produced five-time state champions at 
the school.  Attendees included  (seated left to right) Kamryn Vanlandingham (instructor), Mary Clim 
Marx, Blair Mathis, Blaire Kelly, Payton Cloy, Brooke Thaxton, Katelyn Eady, Anna Grace Hearn, 
Riley Floyd, Avery White, Mary Margaret Woods, Shelbie Britt, Caroline Strong, Victoria Berry, Allie 
Taylor, Alayna Parker Lowery, Allie Henderson, Scottlyn Clement, Adison Marx, Audrey Albright, 
Isabel Henderson, Bailey Sifford (instructor), (kneeling left to right) Kellie Berry (instructor), Larsen 
Carpenter, Nicole Hughes, Emma Thompson, Maggie Smith, Charlie Grace Davis, Kaylin Moss, 
Addison Travelstand, Tye Boone, Rebekah Girault, Ellie Barrentine, Jamie Redus, Cayman Walker, 
Breelyn Cloy, Mallory Sanders, Reece Walker, (standing left to right ) Coach Bauer, Emma Thaxton, 
McKenzie Juge, Olivia Girault, Erin Acey, Jaylynn Cloy, Kylee Cooper, Gracie Channell, Morgan 
Ainsworth, Taylor Marx, Claire Davis, Olivia Grantham, Sarah Grace Smith, Madelyn Barrentine, 
Addison Ware, Karson Lowery, Kaylee Woodham, Madye Bath, Bayleigh Hood and Niki Hobkirk 
(instructor).  Coach Kevin Roos is in rear. 
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403 Highway 51 North, Brookhaven, MS 39601 • 601-833-7651

TWAW Shooting Chapter Clinton/Raymond MS
www.TWAWshootingchapters.org

BOONDOCKS FIREARMS TRAINING ACADEMY

Attitude Ability Awareness

 

The Boondocks is an all-inclusive training facility designed 
for both men and women to learn safe gun handling and 

11771 Highway 18
 

769-972-2382
 

Raymond, MS 39154

 Monthly TWAW Chapter Meetings
 State of the Art Facility

 Safety is our Priority
 Education is Key
 Enjoyment is Goal

Class Descriptions on Website
www.BoondocksFTA.com
Sign up online for your class
Click on Class Title to receive class description/prices/etc.

Community Calendar
June weather forecast:  The Old Farmers Almanac calls for an 
average temperature of 79 degrees F (one degree above average)  
and precipitation of six inches (one inch above average).  June 15-
19: t-storms. warm; June 20-30: t-storms, cool.

JUNE 14

Curriculum for the Modern Classroom.  Presented by Dr. Ben Cox.  Participants will analyze 
and discuss the new Mississippi curriculum and how it applies to the current classroom. 
Conceptual learning will be explored as it is related to career and college standards.  Cost: 
$55.00.  Must have registered by June 7.  Thames Center on Wesson Campus.  8:45 a.m.-3 
p.m.    For more information about classes, visit careertraining.colin.edu online or call 601-
643-8707.                                                   

Diabetes support group.  Meets weekly on Tuesdays.  Education Annex at King’s Daughters 
Medical Center, Brookhaven.  1:30 p.m.  For information, call Natalie Ybarra at 601-835-9489.

Brookhaven Farmers Market.  Every Tuesday throughout the summer.  Amtrak Train Depot.  
3 p.m.-6 p.m.                                        

Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) and VFW Auxiliary Post 2618 meet.  $5.00 for meal.  VFW 
Hall on Industrial Park Road, Brookhaven.  5:30 p.m.     

JUNE 16

50-Plus Club.  Guest speaker Denise Westerfi eld will discuss healthy diets and preventing 
falls.  Thames Center on the Co-Lin campus.   10:30 a.m.

Brookhaven Regional Arts Guild (BRAG) monthly meeting for artists and patrons.  Ray 
Petifi lis will present a program on his woodworking.  Discussion will focus on October 
competition.  Bring a friend.   Members present will select an Artist of the Month, who will 
receive $25 in prize money.  If you are an artist, bring a work for consideration.  Vernon Room 
at Brookhaven-Lincoln County Public Library.  5:30 p.m.  For information, visit Brookhaven 
Regional Arts Guild on Facebook or email Brookhavenregionalartguild@gmail.com.  

American Legion Post #79 meets.  American Legion Lodge on Main Street, Wesson.  6:30 
p.m.  

JUNE 20

Beginner clogging classes for persons of all ages beyond age fi ve are held every Monday 
night.  A small fee is charged each month.  Brookhaven Recreation Department on Highway 
51.  Also on March 21 & 28.   Call 601-833-3791.     
JUNE 21

Power-up Your Presentations.  Presented by Dr. Suzanne Johnson.  Warm up with the 

PowerPoint Offi ce Mix add-in which allows you to add polls, interactive apps, analytics and 
more to a slide show.  Then add muscle to any lesson with Microsoft Sway in Windows 10 
as you create interactive reports and presentations.  Cost: $55.00.  Must register by June 21.  
Thames Center on Wesson Campus.  8:45 a.m.-3 p.m.  For more information about classes 
visit careertraining.colin.edu online or call 601-643-8707.
JUNE 23

Movie day at Lincoln County Public Library, Brookhaven.  2 p.m. 

Wesson Lions Club meets.  Conference Room at Co-Lin student cafeteria building.  6:30 p.m.  
JUNE 23

Hairspray Jr, play performed by Brookhaven Little Theater Teens, starts today and continues 
through June 26.  Haven Theater in downtown Brookhaven.  7:30 pm. today, June 24 and 
June 25 and 2 p.m. on June 26.
JUNE 25

Alumni and Friends of the Wesson High School Band shrimp broil to raise funds for new band 
hall. $10 plates with shrimp, potato and corn. 3 p.m.-5p.m.  Wesson High School.  
JUNE 27

Blood drive every second and fourth Monday.  King’s Daughters Medical Center Hospital 
Annex.  1 p.m.- 6 p.m.  Call 800-817-7449 for information.           

First Responder 40-Hour Initial Training starts and runs through August 4.  Participants must 
be at least 18 years of age.  A minimum of 5 participants is required.  Course fee is $100 plus 
$90 for textbook.  Call Toni Dobbins at 601-643-8716 to register before June 20.  Lawrence 
County EMS Building, Main Street, Monticello.   
JUNE 29

WorkKeys Assessment for Career Readiness Certifi cate.  Also on July 6 and July 20.  
Participants must register in advance with Kristina Stephens at 601.643.8707.  Please have 
your social security number available at the time of registration.  Results are available the 
same day.  Report to the Thames Conference Center Wesson Room with valid photo ID.  8:45 
a.m.-12 noon.
JUNE 30

Girl’s Night Out.  Savvy and social shoppers can experience the best of retail and restaurants 
in Brookhaven.   Participating vendors will open after-hours for one night of deals, door prizes 
and promotions. Advance tickets ($20) and day-of tickets ($25) include a meal voucher that 
may be used at participating restaurants Thursday-Saturday, a coupon book with promotions 
and discounts from participating stores, a signature event T-shirt and canvas logo bag.  After-
event party at Haven Theater.  Downtown Brookhaven.  3 p.m.-9 p.m.

JULY 4                        

Independence Day.
JULY 12

Wesson Board of Alderman meet.  City Hall.  6 p.m.       

JULY 14

Widows support group meets second Thursday of each month.  Furlow Senior Center, 
Brookhaven.  5 p.m.  Call 601-823-6376 or email bvaugnfurlow@gmail.com.                                                                           

Wesson Lions Club meets.  Conference Room at Co-Lin student cafeteria building.  6:30 p.m.
JULY 15

Orientation/registration session for all freshmen and new students entering Co-Lin this fall 
to become further acquainted with the college and obtain academic and career-technical 
curriculum-planning advice, schedules for the semester, identifi cation cards and parking 
permits as well as to register.  There will also be an August 11 session.  It is to the student’s 
advantage to have ACT scores on fi le in Co-Lin’s admissions offi ce before attending an 
orientation session as all academic and technical students are required to take the placement 
test. Those attending orientation without ACT scores will have to take the test ($40 fee) and 
show photo identifi cation before pre-registering.  Tuition and fees may be paid, but are not 
required at orientation. Sessions begin at 8:30 a.m.  Dow-Young Instructional Technology 
Building on the Wesson campus and at convenient locations on the Natchez campus and at 
the Simpson County Center.  Call (601) 643-8490 for information.
CONTINUING

Alcoholics Anonymous meets at convenient times seven days of every week.  First United 
Methodist Church, 215 West Cherokee Street, Brookhaven.  Open meetings are Mondays at 
noon and Tuesdays (Big Book Study), Fridays and Saturdays at 7:30 p.m.  Closed meetings 
are Wednesdays and Fridays (Big Book Study) at noon and Thursdays and Sundays at 7:30 
p.m. 

Brookhaven Regional Arts Guild members work on projects every Thursday of the month 
from 9 a.m.-12 noon at the Brookhaven-Lincoln County Public Library in the Vernon Room 
when it is available.  

Email Community Calendar items to bobarnold@wessonnews.com.
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Copiah-Lincoln Community College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, disability, or other factors prohibited by law in any of its 
educational programs, activities, admissions, or employment practices. 

www.colin.edu

Register for Fall Classes!
Friday, June 10, 2016
Friday, July 15, 2016

Thursday, August 11, 2016
8:30 a.m. in Dow-Young Building, Wesson Campus

For more information call 601-643-8490. Classes begin August 15, 2016.

As the largest independently owned 
staffi  ng service in Mississippi, we 
can customize a wide range of 
soluti ons for our clients and provide 
a plethora of opportuniti es for our 
employees. We’re large enough to 
provide services to big corporati ons 
but just the right size for smaller 
companies, too.

STAY LOCAL. SEE RESULTS.

Why take your business or your skills anywhere 
else? As the leading independent staffi  ng agency 
in the market, we consistently att ract the 
fi nest candidates and match them with the best 
companies in the area. And because we’ve always 
been locally owned, you’ll be dealing with staffi  ng 
experts who are invested in, and responsive to, the 
local business community.

IF YOU’RE 
READY TO GET ON 
BOARD, CONTACT 

US TODAY!

www.tempstaff.net

JACKSON 601-353-4200 | CANTON 601-859-8860 | MCCOMB 601-250-0800

Whether you’re looking 
for work or need 
employees, we can 
assist you with a variety 
of positi ons, including:

- forklift
- assembly
- warehouse
- janitorial

- administrative
- call center
- accounting & � nance
- marketing & sales
 and much more...

May honor yards

Wesson Garden Club Yard recognized the landscaping efforts of Mr. and Mrs. Jerry 
Hood at 1001 Collier Street inside the town limits (above), Mr. and Mrs. Hubert Greer 
at 1017 Hardie Street outside town (center) and Porches Restaurant at 1193 Highway 
51, a business/service organization (below), in its May Yard of the Month awards.  The 
awards, based on maintenance and principles and elements of landscape design, seek 
to encourage ongoing beautification and cleanliness of the Wesson area and cultivate 
a citizenry that values and protects natural resources and assumes responsibility for 
enhancing the environment.  Through October, the Garden Club selection committee 
will tour the Wesson  area each month to identify properties in the organizational, town 
residential and rural residential (limited to Wesson School District) categories for the Yard 
of the Month awards. Call or text 601-757-7724 to nominate qualified yards, especially for 
those outside the Wesson corporate limits.

All photos special to Wesson News
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1-55 NORTH EXIT BRIARWOOD • I-55 SOUTH EXIT BEASLEY ATKINS ROAD

1-844-332-1858 • www.machaikcdjr.com

Get that great Mac Haik feeling!

   

NEW 2016 DODGE
CHARGER SXT

Stk. #G5029.  36 mo. closed end lease.  $2999 down plus
t.t.l.and $0 security deposit due at signing.  12K mi/yr.  With

approved credit.

  
  

36 mo. lease special

NEW 2016 JEEP
COMPASS SPORT FWD

Stk. #GD590432.  36 mo. closed end lease.  $2999
down plus t.t.l.and $0 security deposit due at signing.

12K mi/yr.  With approved credit.

36 mo. lease special
  

  

NEW 2016 RAM 1500 BIG
HORN CREW CAB 2WD

HEMI

Stk. #G7095.  36 mo. closed end lease.  $2999 down plus
t.t.l.and $0 security deposit due at signing.  12K mi/yr.  With

approved credit.

36 mo. lease special
  

  

NEW 2016 RAM
1500

TRADESMAN
CREW CAB

2WD

Stk. #G7072.  MSRP $37,260, Ram Rebate
2500, MH Discount 4760.  With approved credit.

  
NEW 2016 RAM

2500
TRADESMAN

CREW CAB 4X4

Stk. #G7089.  MSRP $45,450, Ram Rebate
5000.  With approved credit.   

...even if you don’t buy ours!

Pictures for illustration purposes only.  Subject to prior sale. Price plus t.t.l. with approved credit, prices good day of ad only. Incentives subject to change. Residency restrictions apply. Not responsible for typos.  In stock vehicles only; no dealer trades. Mac Haik price on all new vehicles is MSRP less factory rebates less dealer
discounts plus t.t.l.  Special rates in lieu of factory rebates.  Dealer retains all rebates.  Must finance through Chrysler Capitol for special financing. Programs subject to change. Not valid with any other offer.  Offers end 6/30/2016.  ©2016 Plan B Advertising

Vincent Price films were special, with 
a wire strung from the balcony to the 
stage on which a stuffed figure of some 
sort came soaring above the audience at 
a particularly scary part.  
 The original facade of the Haven did 
not have the iconic vertical neon sign 
that brilliantly lights the downtown 
at night, but a humble horizontal sign 
that simply said “Haven” instead.  The 
letters on the original marquee are the 
ones used today.  The auditorium was 
what is now the lobby, with a center 
aisle and four seats on each side.  On 
the cavernous second floor, you will 
find the last used late 1970s vintage 
projector and old 
tins in which movies 
were stored.   A major 
renovation in 1950 
added what is now 
known as the John 
Landress Auditorium, 
and the old auditorium 
became the lobby.  The 
Art Deco facade was 
completed, adding the 
ticket booth that is still used today and 
the neon sign that watches over the city.  
 The board of directors of Brookhaven 
Little Theater (BLT) purchased the old 
theater building in 1982 after it laid 
dormant for several years and started 

By Guest Columnist Shaw Furlow

 Architecture is 
not necessarily 
in my sweet spot 
of knowledge, 
but buildings 
in downtown 
B r o o k h ave n , 
W e s s o n , 
H a z l e h u r s t 
and Crystal 
Springs catch 
my attention.  
The focus of this column is one of 
them, where I have spent a lot of time 
over the past few weeks as director of  
The Fantasticks:  the Haven Theater in 
Brookhaven.  
 It was originally one of three movie 
theaters within walking distance, 
including the Dixie, around the corner 
in the old Lofton’s Furniture building, 
and the Arcade across the tracks on First 
Street.  Theaters were alluring, because 
they were air conditioned.   Built in 
the early 1940s, the Haven ran some 
of the biggest films from Hollywood -- 
horror films, romances and, of course, 
the Saturday serial, with a new episode 
each week of a cowboy film that drew 
the same audience to see what happened 
to the hero or the damsel in distress.  

A tour of the old Haven theater
a long process of transforming the 
old movie hall into a first class venue 
for audiences and performers alike.  
The transformation, which continues, 
created the Marquee Room from the 
building next door under the same roof, 
which housed a ladies’ shoe store for 
years.
 The room currently houses old props 
and set pieces, but plans call for yet 
another renovation that would repurpose 
that area with meeting rooms, a proper 
storage facility and badly needed 
restrooms.  
 The old theater is being used for more 
than BLT plays.  The Teenage Mutant 

Ninja Turtles recently 
brought their anti-
bullying campaign 
to two sold out 
shows.  Bands 
have discovered 
the acoustics of the 
building are great 
for concerts and 
CD release parties.  
More exciting is the 

re-introduction of films. Travis Mills 
showed his project, “52 Films in 52 
Weeks” and his movie, Dual at the 
Mound.  Now films are being shown 
frequently.  In September, the first film 
festival -- “Film-Haven” -- will debut 

with movies shot in Mississippi. 
 One very cool aspect about the old 
building that is hidden from the public 
is on the roof:  an apartment where 
managers, projectionists and others lived 
over the years. The full length windows 
allow for a great view of the Haven sign, 
and sitting on the roof on a cool summer 
evening is pretty awesome.
 That’s it for this month. Tell me what’s 
on your summer reading list, and support 
the arts.

Photo special to Wesson News
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Britt Medical Group
We are currently taking new patients. Adults as well as children.

Phone:  601-835-0315     Fax: 601-835-0320
527 Silvercross Drive Brookhaven MS

By Bob Arnold

 Wesson Garden Club honored nineteen 
fl oral designs in fi ve categories and 
forty-four horticulture entries in its 
May fl ower show at City Hall.  Sherry 
Davis won best-in-show in the design 
division, with Joann Miller receiving 
an honorable mention and second place 
in two categories.  Shelia Stewart won 
best-in-show, eighteen fi rst places and 
four second places in the horticulture 
division.  
 “Farmers’ Market,” a special exhibit 
assembled by Lisa Smith and Jennifer 
Peets, also received a fi rst place ribbon.  
It featured locally grown produce with 
a history of truck farming in Copiah 
County.  
 The fl oral design categories -- “Milking 
Time,” creative design featuring white 
fl owers; “Green Pastures,” stretch 
design with pasture fl owers and plants; 
“Bountiful Harvest,” traditional design 
using fruits and vegetables; “A Walk in 
the Woods,” angular design with wood 
and a minimum of fl owers; and “Gone 
Fishing,” underwater design with plant 
material submerged in water -- together 
captured the overall show theme, 
“Country Life.”  
Recognized for their designs were: 
 • “Milking Time”:  Alana Hughes (fi rst 
place), Beverly King (second place), 

Cathy Warren (third place) and Marjorie 
Cox and Joann Miller (honorable 
mentions).
 • “Green Pastures”:  Angie Wade (fi rst 
place), Lisa Smith (second place), Debbie 
Hoaglin (third place) and Shelia Stewart 
(honorable mention).
 • “Bountiful Harvest”:  Jean Ricks (fi rst 
place), Dixie Thornton (second place) 
and Robin Furr (third place).
 • “A Walk in the Woods”: Sherry Davis 
(fi rst place and best-in-show), Debbie 
Smith (second place), Pam Owens (third 
place) and Jennifer Peets (honorable 
mention).
 • “Gone Fishing”:  Beth King (fi rst 
place), Joann Miller (second place), 
Debbie Brown (third place) and Dottie 
Mercier (honorable mention)

 In addition to Stewart, winners in the 
horticulture division were Marjorie 
Cox (three fi rst places), Robin Furr (fi rst 
place), Debbie Hoaglin (two fi rst places), 
Beth King (fi rst place), Joann Miller 
(second place) and Debbie Smith (four 
fi rst places).  In the “Let’s Eat Country 
Style” horticulture catergory, which 
featured home grown vegetables, Alton 
Ricks was awarded fi ve fi rst places for 
vegetables from his garden.

Garden show honors Wesson growers

Photo by Wesson News

Alton Ricks won fi ve fi rst places in the 
horticulture division for vegetables 
grown in his garden.

Photo by Wesson News

Sheila Stewart won best-in-show honors in 
horticulture division.

Photo by Wesson News

Sherry Davis won best-in-show honors for her 
fl oral design.
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Sports Bar & Restaurant 

Happy Hour 3 p.m. to 6 p.m.  Tuesday Trivia Night. Open Mic Night Wed.  8 p.m. Live Music Fri.  8 p.m. 
Steaks Served While Supply Lasts Starting Thursdays.  Baseball on Big Screen TVs All Season.

3 p.m.-10 p.m. Monday-Thursday || 3 p.m.-Midnight Friday || 12 Noon to Midnight Saturday

505 West Monticello Street  Brookhaven  601-990-2366

3rd Anniversary
&

Homebrew Competition
 

Live Music   BBQ   Beer
 

Saturday, June 25
Starts at 5 p.m.

Winners Announced at 9 p.m.

WESSON AREA
DINING GUIDE   

“Lettuce” show you why Poppa’s
has the best salad bar in town 

601-833-2060 • 204 Hwy 51 North • Brookhaven, MS

“L“L“ ettuce” show you
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year.  Runways are also scheduled to be 
crack sealed and striped at the airport in 
a new project and the facility’s master 
plan will be updated.
 New vision & name at hospital.   The 

replacement facility 
for Hardy Wilson 
Memorial Hospital 
in Hazlehurst will 
open under a new 
name when it is 
completed later 
this year:  Copiah 
County Medical 
Center.  Cameron 

Newell, assistant director for 
rehabilitation services at Hardy Wilson, 
told the Wesson Lions Club that the name 
change symbolizes a vision of a hospital 
that “all people in Copiah County will 
be proud of and want to use.”  Newell, 
who recently moved into his new role 
at the hospital at 25 years old, said his 
efforts at Hardy Wilson, which have 
been rewarded by double the volume 
of physical therapy activity, reflect the 
vision.  He noted that as a “swing bed 
hospital,” which seeks to assist patients 
in reaching their maximum level of 
independent functioning when they no 
longer require acute care, Hardy Wilson 
places a major emphasis on physical, 
occupational and speech therapy 
services.  Towards this end, his focus is 
building a staff oriented to quality and 
ethical care demonstrated by enthusiasm 
and pride in its work, Newell said.
 Police hires & training.  Two officers, 
who also serve the Copiah County 
Sheriff  Office, have joined the Wesson 
Police Department on a part-time 
basis:  Ronnie Murray of Brookhaven 
and Kyle Tice of Wesson.  Sergeant 
Robbie Douglas has resigned from 
the department.  Four Wesson Police 
Department officers earlier this month 
attended a 32-hour federally-funded peer 
support training program at the Naval 
Airbase in Meridian for law enforcement 
personnel who have been involved in 
traumatic incidents:  Assistant Chief 
Chad Seals, Lieutenant Joe Brown and 
Officers Bryan Cabin and Mike Stogner. 
 Jobless rate drops.  Lincoln County’s 
jobless rate continued to decline in 
the first quarter of 2016 to 5.4 percent, 
compared to the state’s 5.6 percent 
rate.  Copiah County has a six percent 
unemployment rate.

Special to Wesson News

 With the July 4 holiday just around 
the corner, the Mississippi Department 
of Transportation (MDOT) advises 
summer vacationers not to leave without 
pre-trip vehicle checks and essential 
take-alongs.  MDOT suggests checking 
tires for tread wear and proper pressure, 
the battery, the condition of belts, hoses 
and wiper blades; operation of brakes, 
headlights and air conditioning; and 
quantity and quality of oil and antifreeze.  
MDOT also recommends keeping a 
first aid kit, flashlight and basic repair 
tools in vehicles.  Home a spare car 
key and keep it in a safe place to assure 
an enjoyable vacation if the primary 
key is lost.  MDOT also emphasizes 
driving sober.  “Drunk driving crashes 
are a huge problem and are completely 
preventable,” says MDOT Executive 
Director Melinda McGrath. “Plan 
ahead before you celebrate. Designate 
a sober driver beforehand; don’t wait 
until you’ve already been drinking.”  For 
more summer travel tips, visit www.
MDOTtraffic.com, download the free 
MDOT Traffic app or like and follow 
@MississippiDOT on Facebook and 
Twitter.
 Comeback at Dixie Springs.  The 
grandson of the first owner of the Dixie 
Springs Cafe plans to open an “old-
school” fine-dining restaurant during 
the holiday season on the site of the 
historic venue, which was destroyed in 
a December fire.  Although casual dress 
will have its place in designated areas 
of the new restaurant, Edward Malta of 
Brookhaven says appropriate dress will 
be required in a fine dining and events 
area that will be housed in the building of 
the old Bogue Chito Methodist Church, 
which he moved to the Dixie Springs 
location.  The new restaurant will be 
called the Mallard -- an old name for the 

Dixie Springs Cafe.
 Airport improvements.  Along with 
the acquisition of 107 acres of easements 
to remove obstructions, the apron, where 
aircraft are parked, unloaded and loaded, 
refueled or boarded; 
and the taxiway 
have been updated 
at Brookhaven-
Lincoln County 
Airport with funding 
from a $362,873 
Federal Aviation 
Ad min is t r a t ion 
grant awarded last 

Summer driving, new eatery,  airport & hospital changes

Photo special to Wesson News

Individuals and representatives of organizations accepted Co-Lin Foundation Hall of Fame 
award plaques for supporting the college’s scholarships.  They are (left to right) Gerry and Dr. 
Roy Daughdrill of Wesson, who established the Roy Daughdrill Scholarship; Butch Dear and 
Dr. Tim Lea of Monticello from  the American Legion Abner W. Cooper Memorial Post 2, which 
established a scholarship in its name;  Zoula Huffman of Wesson from the Co-Lin College 
Band/Colette Alumni Chapter, which supports a scholarship in its name; Rosie and Dr. Ronnie 
Nettles of Wesson, who support the Henry Cameron Hadskey and Mary Lindsey Lehmann 
Hadskey Scholarship established by Dr. Nettles’ family in honor of his grandparents and the 
Glynn Hadskey, Sr., Memorial Scholarship honoring his uncle; Dolores Hadskey of Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, who established the Glynn Hadskey, Sr., Memorial Scholarship in memory 
of her husband, a 1956 Co-Lin graduate; and Dr. Brett Shufelt of Jackson, who represented 
the Co-Lin Centurions History Club, which established and supports a scholarship for history 
students.  The Foundation Hall of Fame includes individuals and organizations that have 
donated more than $10,000 in support of Foundation programs, including scholarships. For 
information about contributing to the Co-Lin Foundation, write P.O. Box 649, Wesson, MS 
39191, call (601) 643-8313 or visit www.colin.edu/alumni.

Now Offering a Full Line of Cremation Urns

Dave Pace
Kevin Laird
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Sun precautions during 
the summer months 

allowing them to hit your skin and eyes 
twice.  Sand reflects an extra 15 percent 
of UV light, and water, up to 10 percent.  
Loose-fitting tunics and sarongs help 
shield the arms and legs; scarves and 
wraps can cover the neck, upper chest, 
and shoulder area.   Look for high-UPF 
swimwear, and choose styles that cover 
more skin, like one-piece suits and 
long trunks. For extended stays in the 
water, full-body wetsuits are an option.  
Normally, wet clothing allows much 
more UV to penetrate. For example, the 
UPF of a white summer cotton T-shirt 

decreases to 3 or 4 
when the fabric gets 
wet. 
  Since its inception 
in 1979, the Skin 
Cancer Foundation 
has recommended 
using a sunscreen 
with an SPF 15 
or higher as one 

important part of a complete sun 
protection regimen.  But a sunscreen 
alone is not enough.  Follow these 
additional guidelines:
• Seek the shade, especially between 10 
a.m. and 4 p.m.
• Do not burn.
• Avoid tanning and UV tanning booths.
• For extended outdoor activity, use a 

water-resistant, broad spectrum (UVA/
UVB) sunscreen with an SPF of 30 or 
higher.
• Apply 1 ounce (2 tablespoons) of 
sunscreen to your entire body 30 
minutes before going outside, and 
reapply every two hours, or immediately 
after swimming or excessive sweating.
• Keep newborns out of the sun and 
use sunscreens on babies over the age 
of six months.
• Examine your skin head-to- toe every 
month.
• See your physician every year for a 
professional skin exam.

Editor’s Note:  Dr. Stephanie Duguid 
is Assistant Dean of Academic 
Instruction and the Health, Physical 
Education, and Recreation Division 
Chair at Co-Lin.  She is also an athletic 
trainer and nutrition specialist and has 
been teaching courses related to those 
two areas as well as practicing what 
she preaches for more than twenty 
years.

By Guest Columnist
Dr. Stephanie Duguid

 As we move 
into the hot 
summer months, 
we need to take 
extra precautions 
when it comes 
to our skin, the 
largest organ, 
and one of the 
most important 
parts of our body. 
Simple changes 
can make a lifetime 
worth of difference 
to you and your 
family!
 Nearly 3.7 million 
skin cancers are 
diagnosed in the 
U.S. annually, and 
the vast majority 
of them are caused by solar ultra violet 
radiation (UVR).  UVR also causes 
up to 90 percent of the visible changes 
commonly attributed to aging, such as 
wrinkles, brown spots, and sagging 
skin.  
 Skin cancer, the uncontrolled growth 
of abnormal skin cells, occurs when 
unrepaired DNA damage to these cells 
-- most often caused by ultraviolet 

radiation from sunshine or tanning beds 
-- triggers mutations, or genetic defects, 
that cause them to multiply rapidly and 
form malignant tumors. 
 Clothing is our first line of defense 
against the sun’s harmful UVR and 
protects us by absorbing or blocking 
much of it.  The more skin you cover, 
the better. A long-sleeved shirt covers 
more skin than a t-shirt, especially if it 
has a high neckline or collar that shields 
the back of the neck.  Likewise, long 
pants protect more skin than shorts. 
 You probably already have clothes that 
offer excellent UVR protection. When 
choosing the ideal attire for sun safety, 
consider the following factors:  
•Tightness of weave or knit  
•Fiber
•Thickness or density 
•Color 
•Ultraviolet Protection Factor (UPF) 
label
 When you’re at the beach on a clear 
summer day, be aware that certain 
surfaces reflect the sun’s UV rays, 

Special to Wesson News

 The Institute for Learning in Retirement 
(ILR) closed out its academic year with 
its twentieth anniversary celebration in 
April and annual picnic last month.
 With the help of the Co-Lin Jazz 
Band, which provided upbeat musical 
entertainment appropriate for the 
anniversary celebration, more than one 
hundred current and former members 
and guests joined the festivities at the 
Co-Lin Thames Center to reminisce and 
reunite with old friends.  
 At the picnic, also at the Thames 
Center, ILR members elected the 
organization’s 2016-17 officers:  Nora 
Berch (president), Bettie Bullard (vice 
president) Cecelia Foster (secretary), 
Bettie Kelly (associate secretary), Kim 
Whittington (treasurer), Joy Wesbrooks 
(immediate past president) and at-large 
board members Jeannette Barron, 
Anna Coates and Jim Brewer.  Natalie 
McKenzie sang for picnickers, and guest 
speaker Summer Rials of Wesson talked 
about her experiences as a New Orleans 
Saint cheerleader.
 ILR is a membership organization that 
offers lifelong learning opportunities 
for retired or semi-retired persons aged 
50 and older, who define their own 
informal educational goals and pursue 
them at their own pace based on their 
own choices and talents.  Members, who 
come from wide ranging backgrounds 
and bring varied experiences to the 
organization, design its program.  Co-
Lin provides staff and facilities for the 
organization, which is fully funded by 
member dues.
 In welcoming the group to the 
anniversary celebration, Co-Lin 
president Dr. Ronnie Nettles joked that 
ILR students were his favorites, because 
“they don’t complain about classes 
and grades.”  During the anniversary 
luncheon, a Power Point presentation 
stirred memories with photos that 
captured special moments, particularly 
of trips members enjoyed together over 
the years.

 Joann Richardson, an ILR organizing 
leader in 1996 and its first director, 
recalled the group started with fifty 
charter members.  Even with its growth 
to upwards of two hundred members, “it 
became and has remained a family,” she 
said.  
 “Computer classes were very popular 
in the beginning,” Richardson said.  “The 
Delta State Performing Arts Center was 
the destination of our first trip.”
 The trips, she noted, have always 
provided fun learning experiences and 
those times when you could either laugh 
or cry, such as the meal at the restaurant 
near Marshall, Texas, where a confused 
staff  had served the food arranged for 
the ILR group to another Mississippi 
group that arrived earlier.
 “ILR meets different needs for 
different people,” Sharon Langley, a 
former director, said.  “For some, it 
is the luncheons only.  For others, the 
workshops.  Still others are involved for 
the travel.  A common need is to find 
new friends in the midst of loneliness.  A 
few have found romance.  For some, it 
has been a lifesaver after the death of a 
spouse.”
 Since becoming the current program 
coordinator for ILR, Marilyn Brown said 
she has followed a simple rule.  “I make 
it easy, enjoyable and fun for members,” 
she says.  “There’s no homework and 
tests, and we try to have plenty of food 
available at events.  I’ve also learned 
an important lesson:  avoid evening 
programs, particularly at unknown 
locations.”
 Brown observed that ILR has had its 
ups and downs with budget fluctuations 
at Co-Lin, but the organization has 
continued to thrive.  Moving into its 
next twenty years, the group’s leadership 
agrees that adding new members in the 
fifty-and sixty-years-old age range is 
a goal.  “We’ve been graying over the 
years,” Langley said.

The Institute for Learning in 
Retirerment 20th anniversary
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loan.  This new dormitory will be very 
similar to Bates Hall, which serves as 
the prototype for the design.  The new 
dorm will house fi fty-six students and 
a resident manager in 2018 after it is 
completed.
  The latest building to be added to 
the Co-Lin campus is the $2.3 million 
Early Childhood Technology Education 
facility, which opened during the 
fall.  The unique energy effi cient, 

environmentally friendly building with 
LED lighting features classrooms and 
a childcare laboratory.  This project was 
also funded by a combination of bond 
funds and other sources.  Other projects 
to upgrade Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) accessibility, and renovations 
to lecture halls were funded by the 
capital improvement funds allocated by 
the Mississippi Legislature.  
 “Co-Lin is also very fortunate to have 
funding from tax millage of Adams, 
Copiah, Franklin, Jefferson, Lawrence, 
Lincoln and Simpson Counties in its 
district to support maintenance and 
improvement of the college’s facilities 
and equipment,” Dr. Posey says.  “Local 
capital improvement funds have assisted 
in the construction of the Garner Center 
at Natchez, the Smith Hall Chemistry 

Lab, the Stone Stadium Press Box, and 
a new boiler system in Natchez.” 
 Dr. Posey works with a facilities 
management team in planning Co-Lin 
facilities.  The team also includes Co-
Lin President Nettles, Teresa Busby, 
Vice President of the Natchez Campus; 
Dr. Jane Hulon, Vice President of 
Instructional Services; Dr. Dewayne 
Middleton, Vice President of the 
Simpson County Center; Stan Patrick, 

Vice President of Business Affairs; 
Jackie Laird Martin, Dean of Career, 
Technical and Workforce Education; 
and Daniel Case, Director of the Physical 
Plant.
  “Our next major building milestone 
is the completion of the $1 million 
pedestrian corridor funded by 
the Mississippi Department of 
Transportation with federal funds,” 
says Dr. Posey.  “This project is going 
to transform the center of our campus 
and help tie all of our buildings together 
with a central theme with common 
landscaping, park benches, trash 
receptacles, and bike racks.  Once it is 
completed, the college will host a special 
event for the entire community to see it.”  

By Bob Arnold

 Between an annual $1.3 million 
allocation for construction from state 
legislative bond money, $231,000 
from the state legislature for capital 
improvements, local revenue bonds, 
funds from the tax millage of seven 
counties and an occasional grant, Co-
Lin manages to juggle limited resources 
to maintain and expand its physical 

plant and meet facilities and equipment 
needs in Wesson, Natchez, and Simpson 
County.  
 During its 2017 fi scal year, the 
college has prioritized almost $7 
million in projects -- $500,000 in street 
resurfacing, $1.5 for renovating Mullen 
Gym/Callendar Hall, $3.8 million 
interior renovation of Ellzey Hall  and a 
$1 million pedestrian corridor through 
the center of campus that is scheduled 
for completion, Dr. Jeff Posey, Co-Lin 
director of facilities planning, reports.
 “Depending upon the exact amount 
of bond allocations and balances from 
projects in prior years, it is very unlikely 
that all of these projects will be addressed 
in the 2017 fi scal year,” he explains.  
“With only $1.3 million allocated in 
bond bills in an average year, the college 
generally has to save some of the money 
over several years to complete a major 
project.” 
 Another $7.4 million in projects -- a 
$5.3 million women’s dormitory at 
Wesson, a $1.9 million roofi ng and 
heating, ventilating and air conditioning 
system renovation at Natchez and a 
$200,000 replacement of the Ewing 
Administration Building roof -- are 
approved and on the calendar, Dr. Posey 
says.
 “Our biggest ongoing problem is 
rehabilitating roofi ng, especially in light 
of the recent winter and spring rains,”  he  
notes.   “In the 1960s, building designers 
favored fl at roofi ng.  Pitched-roofs on 
buildings were converted to fl at roofs.   
New buildings were constructed with 
fl at roofs.  As it has turned out, they 

have many problems.  Fortunately, since 
he became President of the college, Dr. 
Ronnie Nettles has made a high priority 
of upgrading  roofs on campus based on 
a Mississippi Department of Finance 
Bureau of Building, Grounds, and Real 
Property study that graded roofs A to F.  
Co-Lin has chipped away at its D and F 
roofs, with Dr. Nettles prioritizing their 
replacement.”
 One of Co-Lin’s biggest current 

roof replacement priorities is the 
twenty-fi ve year old one on the Ewing 
Administration Building, which is a 
registered Mississippi landmark.  The 
college will use more than $200,000 in 
bond funding combined with a $100,000 
Community Heritage  Preservation 
grant from the Mississippi Department 
of Archives and History to restore the 
roof and soffi t, and fascia.    
 “Roof replacement projects can quickly 
chip away at your yearly bond allocations 
and require you to place other projects on 
hold, ” Dr. Posey points out.  “When there 
are leaking roofs in classrooms, learning 
labs, and dormitories, we have to address 
those issues fi rst.  By upgrading old roof 
systems with more durable materials, 
the college can use bond money for other 
projects.”
 The renovation of Ellzey Hall, a former 
men’s dormitory, has been one of longest 
construction projects in recent years.   
Phase one of the project, which started 
in 2010,  involved restoring a pitched 
roof to the building, re-pointing the brick 
exterior, and gutting the interior at a cost 
of $1.7 million.  The second phase of 
the project involves creating offi ce and 
classroom space inside at a cost of $3.8 
million.
 The $5.3 million women’s dormitory at 
Wesson, for which bids will be received in 
August, will be funded by a combination 
of legislative bond money combined 
with local revenue bonds that have been 
typically used for the construction of 
dormitories on the campus.  The income 
from the dormitories is used to pay back 
the note balance over the life of the 

Juggling funds to build Co-Lin

Photo by Wesson News

Renovated Ellzey Hall exterior is pictured from new pedestrian walkway -- both  recent 
Co-Lin physical plant projects.

Photo by Wesson News

The Ellzey hall interior has been gutted for construction of new offi ce and classroom space.
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Special to Wesson News

 Jason Guthrie is joining the Co-Lin 
football program as running backs coach, 
bringing twenty years of experience with 
championship teams to the job. He served 
as offensive coordinator at Brentwood 

(Tennessee) High School for three years, 
where he helped capture a 5-A state 
title in 2002;  assistant and offensive 
coordinator at Trinity University in 
San Antonio, Texas, which won five 
SCAC Conference championships over 
his ten years there; and most recently, 
offensive coordinator at Millsaps 
College in Jackson, which won the 2013 
SAA Conference championship during 

his three years there.  Guthrie also has 
recruiting experience and connections 
that will help bolster Co-Lin’s presence 
in the southeast. 
He graduated from Kentucky Wesleyan 
College, where he played wide receiver 
and tight end from 1992-1996, while 
earning a Bachelor of Science degree 
in history/education with a minor in 
psychology.  He received a Master’s 
degree in Education and School 
Administration at Trinity University.
 Most Valuable Players Spotlighted.  
End-of-school year ceremonies at 
Wesson High School recognized 
the Most Valuable athletes in winter 
and spring sports.  Boys basketball:  
Anthony Jones (Most Valuable Player, 
Best Rebounder 
and Most Valuable 
Offensive Player) 
and Jermaine James 
(Most Valuable 
Defensive Player).  
Girls basketball:  
Aurianna Vaughn 
(Most Valuable 
Offensive Player), Alaysha Vaughn 
(Most Valuable Defensive Player) and 
Julia Smith (Best Rebounder).  Boys 
soccer:  Marcus Jones (Most Valuable 
Player), Dylan Ingle (Most Valuable 
Offensive Player) and Fidel Mellado 
(Most Valuable Defensive Player).  

Running backs coach joins Wolves 
Girls scoccer:  Cheyenne Gladden 
and Harmon Ashley (Most Valuable 
Defensive Players), Kimberly San (Most 
Valuable Offensive Player) and Amber 
Brinson (Most Valuable Player).  Tennis:  
Maya Granger and Devin Wallace 
(Most Valuable Players).  Golf:  Carrie 
McSweyn and Kyle Holloway (Most 
Valuable Players).  Track:  Dale Thigpen 
(Most Valuable Player).  Baseball:  
Jeremy Smith (Most Valuable Player), 
Alex Mooney (Best Defensive Player) 
and Jimmie McQuage (Best Offensive 
Player).  Fast-pitch softball:  Amber 
Brinson (Most Valuable Player), Shelbi 
Maxwell (Best Offensive Player) and 
Harmoni Ashley (Best Defensive 
Player).
 Tennis players in state top ten.  Ten 

Wesson High School 
tennis players 
finished the season 
ranked among the 
top ten in the state:
   •Erich Fischer tied 
for third place in 3A 
boys singles, and 

Kimberly San tied for ninth place in 3A 
girls singles.
•Logan Channell and Maya Granger tied 
for fifth place in 3A mixed doubles.
•In 3A boys doubles, Ray Drane and 
Reid Crow tied for fifth place and Devin 

Wallace and Skyler Rasberry tied for 
ninth place.
•In 3A girls doubles, Mary Beth Munn 
and Amber Brinson and Morgan Wesley 
and Shaylin Green tied for ninth.
 Athletes come & go.  Three Lady 
Wolves are continuing their basketball 
careers elsewhere:  Point guard Alexis 
Collins is going to the University of 
Louisiana-Monroe.  Sophomore guard 
Tytiana Hall will play at Southeastern 
Louisiana University.  Forward Kelley 
Allen has signed with Mississippi 
College.  Co-Lin has also recruited two 
Franklin County soccer players, Kane 
Gillian and Kelsi Barron, for its men’s 
and women’s teams.
 Heine ends stellar season.  Co-Lin’s 
Philip Heine capped off his 2015-2016 
season with a trip to the National Junior 
Colleges Athletic Association Division 
II National Golf Tournament, placing 
twenty-ninth at the Swan Lake Resort  
in Plymouth, Indiana.  Heine earned his 
bid to the tournament after capturing 
medalist honors in the NJCAA Region 
23 tournament.  Heine was also named to 
the PING All-American Team, NJCAA 
All-Region 23 Team, Mississippi 
Association of Community and Junior 
Colleges First Team All-State. He was 
a semifinalist for the 2016 Jack Nicklaus 
National Player of the Year Award 
presented by Barbasol. 

Photo special to Wesson News

Jason Guthrie brings 20 years of coaching 
experience to Co-Lin job
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Now Hiring
Account Managers

Need extra income?
Sell ads for The Wesson News!

You set your hours and work from home when not making sales calls.
Flexible hours, opportunity for growth in the company.
Must have car, phone and internet-capable computer.

If you are goal-driven, we want to talk to you.
E-mail resume and cover letter to ClayMansell@WessonNews.com

Choral International (DCI)   
 It was the first time a Co-Lin choral 
group had performed at Carnegie 
Hall, and Riley says it refected the 
success of her program, which “has 
worked with high school students 
who have little or no vocal training 
and cultivated and nurtured quality 
singers from scratch on a consistent 
basis.”
 “The Carnegie Hall invitation 
came after Jamie Maders, a native 
Mississippian who works for DCI and  
conducted the joint choir at Carnegie 
Hall, heard our students perform at 

a state community college choral 
festival,” Riley explained.
 A native of Laurel, Mississippi, Riley 
started her career after successfully 
completing the oral component of 
her Master’s Degree at Mississippi 
College, which then immediately 
welcomed her to its faculty.  She will 
begin her work ECCC in the fall with 
some seventy students, compared 
to the thirty in the Co-Lin program.  
Riley plans to maintain her residence 
in Brookhaven and to continue 
working in a newly acquired position 
as choir director at Strong Hope 
Baptist Church. 

By Bob Arnold

 After fifteen years as part of the 
Co-Lin musical scene, Denise Riley 
is joining East Central Community 
College (ECCC) at Decatur, 
Mississippi, near Meridian, as Choral 
Director and Voice Teacher, a similar 
position to the one she is leaving, but 
with almost double the number of 
students.
 Riley came to Co-Lin after serving as 
a vocal teacher at Hinds Community 
College at Utica, Mississippi, and 
Mississippi College at Clinton, 
Mississippi, to become Assistant 

Director of Choral Activities.  As 
director of the Co-Lin program, her 
responsibilities  encompassed its 
concert singers and the Ambassadors 
-- a small vocal group known for its 
performances throughout the area, 
which requires auditions.
 In January, Riley enjoyed a major 
highlight of her career when she took 
a dozen Co-Lin singers, who had 
auditioned for the honor, to New York 
City to perform Dan Forrest’s “Requiem 
for the Living” at Carnegie Hall, with 
representation from other Mississippi 
choirs at the invitation of Distinguished 

Choir director & voice teacher takes new job

Photo special to Wesson News

Students from the Co-Lin choral program who performed at Carnegie Hall in New York City were (front row left to right) Raven Brent, Erin Smith, 
Alyssa Smith, Lauren Sasser, Louis Parker, Austin Famham, (back row left to right) Shakera Brewer, Clancie Johnson, Andrew Barnett, Emmett 
Johnson, Kyra Lindsey and Chloe Johnson.

Photo by Wesson News

Denise Riley
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MOST CARS         LIMITED TIME

Downtown Crystal Springs!

Senior Citizen’s Discount

Starting at Most Vehicles

WARRANTY INCLUDED MOST CARS                  PER TIRE

Most Tires

Most Cars

Per Axle

INCLUDES NEW BRAKE 
PADS AND COMPLETE 

BRAKE SYSTEM CHECK-UP

Most Vehicles, Starting at: Only the best for your Engine Most Vehicles Most Vehicles

Per Axle
INCLUDES NEW BRAKE PADS, 

ROTORS MACHINED TO 
EXACT SPECS & COMPLETE 
BRAKE SYSTEM CHECK-UP

INCLUDES FILTER & 12 QUARTS
Fuel Treatment and Throttle 

Body Injection
Up to 1 pound Freon, dye with 

Evac and Recharged
Complete 4 Stage Fuel Injection 

Service for Maximum Performance

Most Vehicles, Yellowing 
Headlamps can reduce your vision 

by 45% and they are UGLY. Get 
them restored, amazing results.

Most Vehicles, Get rid of those dry-
rotted blades that are noisy and 
don’t do the job. Factory Quality 

Wiper Blades in Stock

Get Rid of that Cracked 
Windshield. We can have it 

replaced with factory quality. We 
can work with your insurance 

company. Prices Vary.

Most Cars, Prices Vary. Call or 
come by for an exact quote on 
your vehicle. This is important, 

Neglect can cost you your Engine.

25060 Hwy 51 Crystal Springs
UICK LUBE  & IRE CENTER

Motor City isn’t beholden to One Particular Brand of Tire. 
We have numerous distributors and we can get you the 
tires you need and all at discount prices. Call or sit down 

with one of our Tire Counselors to make sure you are 
getting the best tire for the best deal to fit your driving 

Crystal Springs -

LESA & CARL ROGEL 

Lesa and Carl Rogel,  Owners of 
the highly successful Rogel Ford 
Dealership have opened MOTOR 
CITY QUICK LUBE and TIRE CENTER 
in Crystal Springs.

“There was a real need here” said 
Carl Rogel. “After 4 successful years 
we have a hard time getting all of 
our customers through the service 
department in a timely manner

ROGELS OPEN 
MOTOR CITY QUICK 

LUBE & TIRE

That’s a real problem for me because for both Lesa and me, customer 
satisfaction is everything. We feel that since we are Copiah County’s only 
Automobile Dealer that it’s on us to provide the best service possible. 
Francis Jackson had bought several vehicles from us and he and I got 
together. He already has a good customer base there and we hope to 
keep them satisfied as well. I'm sure we will. 

We are lucky that Dan Duet, the service manager there is staying on 
and also that we have Greg Smith, my service and parts director at Rogel 
Ford to oversee things. Greg is the best in the business. We are 
remodeling and adding a ton of new equipment, lifts, diagnostic systems, 
etc. Within 90 days we anticipate tripling in size and having 13 full service 
bays in operation. 

It isn’t Ford exclusive, we will be able to take care of any type of 
vehicle. Lots of exciting, state of the art stuff and all at great pricing and 
lightening fast. We are open for business right now and invite everyone in 
the area to come see us for service. You have my personal guarantee that 
you wont be disappointed. 

We thank everyone in the area for the tremendous support! 
Carl & Lesa Rogel


