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Robust economy in pandemic

Wesson News

Reflecting the robust economy in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, Encore Group LLC, based in Houma, Louisiana, plans to open an air conditioning ductwork
manufacturing plant at Hazlehurst (leff) and Des Moines-based Keystone Electrical Manufacturing is producing electrical system controls in Brookhaven's Lindbrook

Business Park.

By Bob Arnold

Conventional wisdom says the COVID-19 pandemic has tanked the
economy, but don't tell that to Stephenie Sullivan, Workforce Education
director at Co-Lin, or the economic developers with whom she works.

Sullivan, who is focused on producing Co-Lin's 2021 Pathways Job,
points to the enormous need for employees that organizations in the

college's district encompassing Adams, Copiah, Franklin, Jefferson,
Lawrence, Lincoln and Simpson have indicated. "There seem to be more
jobs than workers," she says.

"Economic activity in the area is very robust," observes Sullivan.
"Smaller businesses, such as restaurants, which made the 'pandemic
pivot' are capitalizing on opportunities to do things differently, attracting
customers who want to shop and buy safely. Employers from outside
the area are looking for opportunities to build in our green space. Some
in bigger places are seeking alternatives i in smaller hubs, while others in
quieter areas are looking for busier spots."

In the immediate area, Copiah and Lincoln Counties are welcoming new
employers and gearing up marketing efforts to sell their assets to more
organizations looking for a quality workforce, good location and an overall
business-friendly environment (see stories clsewhere in this issue), and
Sullivan is also seeing similar activity throughout the Co-Lin district.

Building partnerships and relationships with businesses and other
employers is the ground of Co-Lin economic development activity, and

their growing engagement with the Workforce Education division of the
college reflects current economic activitiy, Sullivan says.

As many as sixty organizations could be coming to the Job Fair, and
they are seriously hunting for workers even in the midst of COVID-19, she
reports. So Co-Lin is designing this year's event for an economy in which
employers are ready to hire workers and job-seekers want to do more than
casually meet people and learn about organizations, she adds.

"We're asking both participating employers and job-seekers to
utilize Handshake, an online matchmaking service that connects hiring
organizations and potential hirees," Sullivan says. "Both employers
and job-seekers complete profiles and then utilize the service to engage.
Prospective employees can discover jobs and internships, receive direct
messages from employers about jobs and events, connect with employees
at organizations and get an inside look at employers and jobs. It is our
hope that before the Job Fair, connections can be made and appointments
set for serious conversations."

The event is an important part of Co-Lin's economic development mission
geared to preparing a skilled labor force in its district, including traditional
classroom work leading to Career Tech degrees for regular students, short-
term certificate programs for workers, ongoing activities to connect with
employers and meet their workforce needs and partnering with economic
developers and local government officials who recruit industrial and
commercial employers.

cont. on page 4
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Coplah Airport gets MDOT grant

Special to Wesson News

The Copiah County Board of Supervisors is
receiving $135,800 for airport improvements from
$3 million in funding for multimodal transportation
projects awarded by the Mississippi Transportation
Commission (MTC) throughout the Central
District.

The commission approved the Mississippi
Department of Transportation (MDOT) to award
grants to regional and municipal airports, ports,
railroads and public transit systems throughout
central Mississippi.

In all, MTC disbursed 18 grants. The largest
grants went to the City of Jackson ($480,000),
Ports of Rosedale ($450,000) and Greenville
($400,000) the City of Greenville ($368,663),
Hinds Community College ($342,285), Meridian
Airport Authority ($250,000) and Jackson
Municipal Airport Authority ($158,466).

“In keeping with the heart of MDOT’s mission,
I am committed to continuing the support of our
strategic multimodal investments in the diverse
resources that are essential for the safe, effective and
efficient intermodal transportation network in our
rural and urban communities,” said Commissioner
Willie Simmons, Central Transportation District.

Special to Wesson News

Funding for these multimodal grants comes from
the Multimodal Transportation Improvement Fund.
Money from this fund is allocated specifically
to support multimodal grants each year. Grant
applications, which include project details and
funds requested, are reviewed and approved by a
multimodal committee specific to each separate
mode of transportation.

For more information on MDOT's multimodal
resources and other grants, visit GoMDOT.com.
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LITTLE LOT - BIG SAVINGS

MarketplaceMotors.net
601-750-2277
Across from Walmart

Roland Price
110 Market Place
Hazlehurst, MS 39083

2012 Acura TSX w/ Technology Package

T T

i

Leather, Sunroof, Navigation, Rear Camera

* 2013 Volkswagen Tiguan EXeT®5Xbn, One Owner, Leather Low Mileage, New Tires!
©2012 Acwra TSX TECHNOLOGY Pkg, leather, sunroof, Navi, Sharp
©2010 Toyota Corolls S Automatic, Rear Spoiler, Great Gas Mileage
©2016 GMC Yukon XL EXSYMSH pkge, Leather, New fires,  DVD
©2013 Mercedes (250 Sport, Black, Leather, Low Mileage, Super Nice!
©2012 Mercedes GL450 4matic AWD, My Wifes car, it's PERFECT, Like New
*1984 Mustang Foxbody, 63,000 Actual Miles, Converfible, 5.0 H.0.
©2014 Nissan Altima S, Custom Wheels, Pearl White, Push Button Start, Sharp!
©2018 Jepp Cherokee Latitude, PW, PL, Back Up Camera, Super Nice!
©2014  Jeep  Compass  Sport, Low  Miles,  Automatic, 30  MPG
* 2014 Ford Expedition Limited, Loaded, Leather Buckets, Chrome Wheels, Sunroof, Sharp!
©2013 Subaru Outback Limited, AWD Leather, Sunroof, Like New!
©2012 Mercedes GL450, 4Matic, One owner, Has EVERY opfion, Like New!
* 2016 GMC Yukon XL, EXSI™=1} Loaded, Leather, Sunroof, DVD, Bose, New Tires, Nice!
*2016 Honda accord Sport 4D, only 58k miles, Rear camera, Bluetooth, Like New!
* 2018 Honda Accord EX-L 4D, Local, One Owner, Leather, Sunroof, Navigation, Super Nice!
* 2014 Ford Explorer Limited, Pearl White w/ Tan Leather, 3rd row, Rear Camera!
* 2018 Audi S6, Rare Find, 34k miles, Has Every Option and New Tires, Awesome Car!
©2010 Toyota Venza  Crosstour, low  mileage,  Roomy,  Nice!

2014 Honda Accord EX-L

Low mileage, Leather, Sunroof, Rear Camera, Like New

Just bring in your last pay stub and your
down payment and drive out TODAY!

COVID vaccine promises area fun

Wesson News

There is a vaccine and there will be fun things to do in the area.

Brookhaven-Lincoln County Chamber of Commerce's (BLCC) Katie
Nations says a full calendar of events will bring tourists and area
residents to Brookhaven and Lincoln County during the spring, summet,
fall and winter, and boost the local economy in the process.

"BLCC is taking all state and local mandates under strict consideration
and is thoughtfully planning the events to ensure the safety of the
community,” Nations says.

Downtown Jazzed Up, Brookhaven's annual Mardi Gras celebration,
has been recreated as an art walk with COVID-19 precautions in mind
and will kick-start the year of fun on February 20 (see story elsewhere
in this issue). The fun calendar also features:

* Goin' to Town Car Show sponsored by Fielder's Pro Shop and
presented by BLCC. March 6. Owners showcased some 276
vehicles last year, and the Show is expected to be bigger and
better. Participants can pre-register for $10 or pay $15 on the day
of the event. Contact T-Tommy at 601-833-8620 or BLCC at 601-
833-1411.

* Spring Fair at Lincoln County Civic Center. April 1-4.
* Spring Movie Series. Downtown Brookhaven. TBA.

* The tenth annual Girls Night Out provides a shopping experience
geared to area women in which participating vendors offer deals,
door prizes and promotions. June 24.

* Lincoln County Wildlife and Outdoor Expo at Lincoln County Civic
Center. August 20-21.

o Summer Concert Series. Downtown Brookhaven. TBA.
* Fall Fair at Lincoln County Civic Center. September 9-12.

* The forty-eighth Ole Brook Festival -- a big day-long party in with
live music; arts, crafts and food vendors; an antique car show and
designated kids zone with inflatables and games. October 1-2.

» Brookhaven Christmas Open House. November 6.
* Christmas Parade. December 2.

The Brookstock music festival is also expected to return in July. Over
three days with intimate sessions and a big grand finale concert, it
brings together established and upcoming local artists and returning
musicians who started their careers in the area to perform oldies and
today’'s sound -- their own compositions and the music of others in
country and rock genres.

Look for 5K/10K runs throughout the year, farmers markets in the
summer and fall, the Brookhaven Exchange Club Fair in the summer
and the Overbrook Songwriters Festival in the fall as well.

All events are subject to change due to COVID-10 restraints and/
or inclement weather. Find updates and get the latest news at
visitbrookhavenms.com or call 601-833-1411 for information.

4 Beeome an AF“N Independent Sales Hepresentative!
(nly $25 to start!
THE COST OF LUNCH COULD CHANGE YOUR LIFE
Set your own hours! Unlimited earnings!
Work from home! No inventory to keep!

For more information, contact Julia ot

601-643-2704

A www.youravon.comijuliaamold » Histreetmangmsn.com Vi
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Bu plants & seeds

at rlght place

By Guest Columnist Gary R. Bachman

During the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, huge numbers of people have
discovered the joys and benefits
of gardening, but they will need
to become intentional gardeners
to assure continuing enjoyment
in their gardens,
planning  what
they will grow
and buying the
right seeds and
plants at the
right place.

I’'m in my
2021 garden
planning mode
right now, and
along with many other intention-
al gardeners, I have my mind on
seeds. The intentional gardener
needs to begin the new year by
purchasing seeds, but be aware
that the source is important.

When I want to buy seeds and
plants for my home landscape, |
like to shop the local, independent
garden centers. Their seed racks
are always a highlight of my gar-
dening year.

If you do any kind of garden-
ing, you know that impulse buy-
ing without knowing where the
plant is going to be placed is part
of the game. But being an inten-
tional gardener means you must
control these impulses.

Now the thing about the display
racks of seeds is that the selection
is generally limited to reliable
garden standbys. This is the place
to buy those standard seeds. But
these garden center displays can’t
offer the numerous specialty va-
rieties because of the sheer num-
bers available. That’s where the
garden catalogs fit in. You can find
exactly the variety you want, in-
cluding the new selections you’ve
read about.

Be sure to order from reputa-
ble companies. My recommen-
dation is to choose those that
provide great products and even
better customer service. | strong-
ly recommend buying seeds di-
rectly from reputable businesses
with a proven history of selling
high-quality products, rather than
major online retailers or auction
sites. You don’t know where the
seeds are coming from.

Sure, I could and sometimes
do go to the big box or home im-
provement stores, but there is a

TENDING YOUR

“GARDEN

huge difference between plant
material bought from these sourc-
es and independent garden cen-
ters. You can count on working
with a knowledgeable staff. Many
independents pride themselves for
having experience with local and
regional plant
selections and
growing infor-
mation. Don’t
hesitate to ask
questions  be-
cause  they’ll
have answers
and sugges-
tions for you to
be successful.
These professionals are happy to
give you personal assistance with
your plant purchases. Many in-
dependent garden centers are as-
sociated with design and build or
landscape maintenance divisions.
They can offer a high level of ser-
vices available besides the basic
plant material.

The plant selections at inde-
pendent garden centers are usu-
ally more extensive than those
found at other outlets. And if they
don’t have what you’re looking
for, many will try to source it for
you. Independent garden centers
typically work with an assortment
of wholesale growers. Having a
grower network like this can re-
ally be a benefit to the home gar-
dener.

In 2020, the COVID-19 pan-
demic and associated quaran-
tines threatened the independent
garden centers as businesses. In
Mississippi, we were extreme-
ly fortunate that garden centers
were deemed essential and could
remain open. Independent garden
centers rely on the customer base
of the home gardener, as sales of
consumer horticulture products
account for 100% of their reve-
nue. These sales are less than 5%
of revenue for the big box stores.
I want to encourage all of us to be
intentional and support our local
independent garden centers this
year.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Dr. Gary

Bachman is an Extension and re-
search professor of horticulture at
the Mississippi State University
Coastal Research and Extension
Center in Biloxi.
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Mill Town Mall
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TH. PLRKINS FURNITURE CO.
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Payn &
EGGETT

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Payn and Leggett, CPAs strives to ensure our
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consulting services.

207 South Railroad Avenue
Brookhaven, MS 39601
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Virus no obstacle in Copiah economy

expansion beyond our oilfield-focused operations," says Encore's Myron

By Bob Arnold

Copiah County Economic Development District (CCEDD) Executive
Director Arthur Lee (Pokey) Evans, Jr., says the COVID-19 pandemic may

have slowed business, but there's still
a lot of business to be had locally, and
companies are looking to capitalize on
opportunities in the area even as people
seek to avoid contact with the virus.

"I see it as a consumer, shopping
locally," says Evans. "Local retail
stores are teeming with customers who
have curtailed travel, but still want
and need to do business. If people are
learning about where they can shop
locally and continue to utilize local
sources that create jobs and generate
tax revenues to boost the economy of
our villages, towns and cities, it's a very
good thing coming out of the pandemic
circumstances."

Evans is seeing it on the job, too,
which he sees as "making sure that the
people of Copiah County have jobs
and can put food on the table for their
families," in the final analysis.

He won't talk about it much, but

Wesson News

Evans is currently involved in trying to Arthur Lee Evans (Pokey), Jr., executive director of Copiah County Economic

convince a new employer to establish
operations in Copiah County.
"The  Mississippi  Development

Authority introduced us along with several other economic developers to
a company, which we are pursuing," Evans relates.

businesses are looking for opportunities."

Evans is a little more talkative about another company that has purchased the

Development District and staff assistant Brenda Harper have moved their offices
to the Robert Johnson Blues Museum at Crystal Springs.

"It's competitive, but

Lopez. "We're looking to open possibly in mid-March."
A wood pellet manufacturer that planned to open operations in Copiah
County a few years ago continues to await favorable market conditions, but

remains positive about its opportunity,
Evans reports.

Overall, Evans says, Copiah County
businesses have  weathered the
pandemic storm well, with no major
layoffs or troubles.

"It has pretty much been business as
usual," he says. "Premier Transportation
had some initial problems, but its trucks
are moving again." Steel Outdoors in
Wesson is also expanding its product
line.

During 2021, CCEDD will be using
an updated, more user-friendly web site
(www.copiahworks.com) as its major
economic development marketing tool.

"The web is the initial point-of-
contact with potential new businesses in
economic development," notes Evans.
"Rarely do site visits occur until you are
well into the process." In selling Copiah
County to business, the CCEDD web
site emphasizes:

* A workforce that is willing and ready
to serve employers;

* A location near key markets with rail, interstate, air and nearby water access;

» Government officials who understand business needs, provide incentives,

and facilitate location;

long-deserted facility near the Hazlehurst South Interstate 55 exit where Cherry

Bark once produced hardwood flooring. Encore Group LLC, an offshore

* Available land that is well-priced.

oilfield food catering service based in Houma, Louisiana, is planning to open

Duct Fab, a subsidiary company, to fabricate commercial and residential air

conditioning ductwork at the site.

"We're renovating the facility and doing strategic planning around the

CCEDD offices are now located at the Robert Johnson Blues

Museum on Marion Avenue at Crystal Springs. Contact Evans at 601-

421-1249.

Pandemic-safe Mardi Gras planned

Wesson News

others to shirk their stresses.

The magic of New Orleans Jackson Square
with its painters, musicians and street
performers comes to downtown Brookhaven
for locals to celebrate a pandemic-safe Mardi
Gras.

This year, the annual Downtown Jazzed Up
features loads of socially-distanced family
fun in an art walk on Whitworth and Railroad
Avenues and in the railroad park and
municipal parking lot from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
on Saturday, February 20, in Brookhaven.

Gone is the traditional fall-in parade
replaced by a leisurely stroll -- a fully outdoors
event highlighted by painters and other
visual artists displaying their works, multiple
musicians providing entertainment around
the walking area, street art performances
and fun and games tailored for everyone.

Restaurants will offer specials. There
will be sidewalk sales. A sidewalk chalk art
contest for kids will run throughout the day
and Yoga in the Park will provide a way for

Wesson News

Brookhaven's Mardi Gras celebration will feature a yardi
gras in which residents decorate homes as stationary
floats.

When things end downtown, visitors
can join a Yardi Gras Drive Thru Parade
in their vehicles on Storm Avenue, where
residents will decorate their houses as
stationary floats in Brookhaven's version
of a phenomenon that started in New
Orleans as a social media joke, but became
a unique Mardi Gras parade pandemic
alternative.

Event organizers are still accepting
registrations for tables, easels, spaces
and time slots from participating visual
and musical artists, the sidewalk chalk
art contest and anything else that could
enhance the celebration at https:/www.
bragarts.com/jazzed.html#.

The Brookhaven Regional Art Guild
is sponsoring Brookhaven Downtown
Jazzed Up with the Mississippi School of
the Arts, Brookhaven Tourism Council and
Brookhaven-Lincoln County Chamber of
Commerce.
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Robusteconomy
In pandemic

In the past year, Co-Lin started
training the skilled workers for
the new Keystone Electrical
Manufacturing plant that just
opened in Brookhaven.

Following a year in which
federal dollars geared to pandemic
relief and recovery supported
free training in a wide variety of
areas, including preparation for
emergency medical technicians,
nurses, medical and legal assistants
and welders, Co-Lin will introduce
a lineman training course for
Southwest, Entergy and Magnolia
electrical systems. The 16 week
course covers poll climbing and
rescue and basic electricity, and
awards nine certifications.

This year, Co-Lin will also
roll out a class for entrepreneurs
throughout the district following
its debut last year at Brookhaven
Country Club.  Designed for
persons with a business concept
that is in its formative stages or has
matured, the class covers business
and financial planning and other

preliminary steps before going to a
bank for a loan. Co-Lin partners
with the federal Small Business
Administration's Small Business
Development Center in producing
the 12-hour course delivered in
four sessions. Four to six courses
will be scheduled over the next 12
months. Also on the training menu
for the coming year are courses
on flying drones and commercial
driving.

Co-Lin's support of the ACT
Work Ready program continues In
all seven Co-Lin district counties,
emerging, existing and transitional
workforces have been certified
as Work Ready as a result of
performance by employees and
job seekers on the WorkKeys
Assessment administered by the
college.

"We're now  focused on
maintaining the Work Ready
status of the counties and helping
economic developers and
employers use data generated by
the testing," Sullivan says.
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Dining Guide :

WESSON AREA

J"LuU'J" Sports Bar & Restaurant
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Curbside

Service
Monday-Saturday

11a.m.-8p.m. _
505 West Monticello Street ® Brookhaven 601 -990-2366
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)

To advertise your restaurant in our
dining guide, call Bob Arnold at
601-990-3003 ext. 700

Takeout Food & Groceries
Monday - Saturday 4 a.m.-9 p.m. Sunday 4 a.m.-6 p.m.
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Southern Cooking with a Flair
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Dinner
Thursday: 5:30-8 p.m.
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Special Event Night
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New Orleans Style Brunch
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Convenience Store & Restaurant
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Friday & Saturday
Seafood & Steak
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Vlrtual literary celebration thls year

1'.

' ENVIRUNM

February 22-27, 2021

| &

By Guest Columnist Shaw Furlow

Surprise! Co-Lin's 32nd Natchez Literary and Cinema
Celebration (NLCC) is virtual this year. Many social events
have been canceled, but NLCC producers have decided to
go virtual with presentations. On a positive note, it should
open the conference to people who cannot always make it to
Natchez to attend in person.

“In order to combat the growing virtual burnout felt by
so many, we are spreading the presentations out over the
entire last week of February," reports Emily Williams, Co-
Lin Natchez Learning Resource Coordinator and NLCC
co-chair with Lance Harris from the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Archives and History. " I am very excited about the schedule and the
caliber of talent that will be showcased .

"Most presentations will be live at either 10:30 a.m. or 1:00 p.m. each day.
They will be streamed on Facebook Live. Speakers plan to participate in
Q&A's, and we will monitor the comment sections on computer, collecting
questions for the speakers there. We will also take questions sent in advance to
nlcc(@colin.edu from those who will not be able to participate live.

"Of course, we hope most people can watch live, but all sessions will be
available for viewing on Facebook, YouTube, and our website for a couple of
weeks following."

The theme this year is “Southern Environments,” which will encompass ses-
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sions in "Ecocriticisms in Southern Studies," "Southern Social Environments"
and "Nature as a Character" categories.

The Natchez Literary and Cinema Celebration has won numerous awards
for its outstanding programming. They include a
Cultural Olympiad Award, Best Event of the Year
Award at the Governor's Conference on Tourism, A R E A
the Mississippi Tourism Award, the MissSiSSIpp] =~ seesmeme—
Historical Society's Award of Merit, the Mississip- J‘ E\
pi Humanities Council Humanities Achievement
Award, the College Public Relations Association of Mississippi Award, and the
2011 Governor's Award for Excellence in the Arts.

NLCC has been called "Mississippi's most significant annual conference de-
voted to literature, history, film, and culture."

Begun in 1990 by Co-Lin, Mississippi Department of Archives and History
is anow a co-sponsor and Natchez National Historical Park supports the event.
Each year, a theme is selected around which the presentations revolve.

Because it is virtual, classrooms around the state can incorporate this year's
event into instruction, and those who have never before attended NLCC can
get a taste of what the celebration is all about.

Following is the schedule. Until next time, support the arts and this event is

definitely worth supporting.

Monday, February 22

9:30 a.m. Film tribute to the late Governor William Winter

10:30 a.m. Ralph Didlake. "The Mississippi State Asylum: A Realm of
its Own"

1 p.m. Jay Watson. "Energy & Modernity in the U.S. South"

Tuesday, February 23

10:30 a.m. W. Ralph Eubanks. "How to Use Place as an Archive: Study-
ing Mississippi Literature Through Its Landscape"

1 p.m. G Mark LaFrancis, Melanie Addington, Keith Beauchamp & James
Williams. "Crafting a Documentary: Experts Share Their Knowledge"

Wednesday, February 24

10:30 a.m. Carter Burns. "Thomas Affleck: Steward of the Land"

1 p.m. Tammy Greer. "Yakni Achukma, Okla Achukma (Healthy Land,
Healthy People)”

2:30 p.m. Clifton L. Taulbert. "Tulsa's Black Wall Street: Triumph, Trag-
edy & Tenacity 100 Years Ago"

Thursday, February 25

10:30 a.m. Natasha Trethewey. "A Morning with Natasha Trethewey"

1 p.m. Aimee Nezhukumatathil. "World of Wonders: In Praise of Fire-
flies, Whales and Other Astonishments"

Friday, February 26

10:30 a.m. Zaire Love. "Space in the South"

12 noon. Award Ceremonies. Presentation of Richard Wright Literary
Excellence Award to Dr. Alferdteen Harrison. Presentation of the Thad
Cochran Humanities Achievement Award to Dr. Billy Thames.

1 p.m. J. Drew Lanham. "Writing Beauty through Plagues -- Creating
When Everything is Falling Down Around Us"

5:30 p.m. Spirits & Prose. A Cocktail and Book Pairing Hour with Mark
Brockway

Saturday, February 27
10:30 a.m. R.J. Lee. "Bringing More of Natchez into Rosaline"
1 p.m. Richard Grant. "Writing about Place"

EDITOR'S NOTE: Shaw Furlow is a local composer, musician and arts pro-
moter. He produces an internet-based video show -- From the Shadyside - that
spotlights area musical talent and is a consultant to school bands in the region.
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Co-Lin board member passes away

Wesson News

Co-Lin Board member and former Board chairman Eu-
gene “Gene” Bates of Church Hill died last month in Hatties-
burg.

“We are deeply saddened by the passing of Mr. Gene
Bates," Co-Lin President Dr. Jane Hulon Sims said. "He
served as a Board Member for 37 years, 17 years as chair-
man. We are thankful for his outstanding leadership, friend-
ship, guidance and wisdom. He will be greatly missed by the
Co-Lin family and his community. Mr. Bates continuously
upheld the value of trust, accountability, caring, commitment
and excellence. We are especially thankful for the passion he
carried in his heart for Co-Lin.”

The Board of Trustees honored Bates in 2012 with the ded-
ication of the P. Eugene Bates Men’s Residence Hall on the
Wesson Campus.

A cattleman and conservationist, Bates is a graduate of the
Jefferson County public school system and attended Co-Lin.
He received his bachelor’s and master’s degrees in agriculture

Special to Wesson News

from Mississippi State University.

Bates was an active member of First Baptist Church in Nat-
chez, where he served as a deacon and Sunday school teacher.

Survivors include his wife, Susie Mae Bullen Bates;
daughters, Evie Peavey and husband Woodie of Lucedale,
Mississippi, Paula Green and husband Ron of Stewartsville,
Missourt; grandchildren, Paul Green of Kansas City, Missou-
11, Shawn Sadler of Wiggins, Mississippi, Elizabeth Bortell
and husband Curtis of Centerville, lowa, Matthew Green and
wife Cara of Gower, Missouri, Daniel Sadler and wife Tay-
lor of St. Joseph, Misssissippi, Lauren Green of St. Joseph,
Missouri, Morgan Lundy and husband Spencer of Stewarts-
ville, Missouri, Madison Green of Kansas City, Missouri,
and Michael Green of Stewartsville, Missouri; great-grand-
children, Adrian and Elyse Green, Lily, Madalynn, Phoenix,
and Linkin Bortell, Sabina, Anna, Ambrose, Monica, Gabriel
and Zelie Green, and Logan Lundy; brother George Bates and
wife Linda of Church Hill, Mississippi, and numerous nieces
and nephews.

Helping people meet In a pandemic

By Bob Arnold

For Tricia Russell, the events co-
ordinator at Co-Lin, the past year has
been a challenge, trying to do her job
in midst of a pandemic in which peo-
ple have been reluctant to come to-
gether and interact.

"Normally, I seek to maximize
space for people and groups, pro-
viding room for them to do what
they want to do most efficiently in
the least space," she explains. Now,
it's providing room for people to do
what they want to do safely. Events
or meetings that required one room in
the past now may need two or even
three rooms. You seek to spread out
people.”

Technology, always an important
part of her work, has, increasingly,
become the critical component. In
some cases, meetings are wholly vir-
tual and often partially virtual with
participants attending via Zoom and
other meeting apps on their comput-
ers rather than on site. Speakers now
commonly come to events through
telecommunication technology
whether or not participants are there
in person, Russell points out. In the
post-pandemic future, virtual tech-
nologies will continue to play a major
role in events, she predicts.

Russell joined Co-Lin 1997 as sec-
retary for community services, work-
ing in events coordination for the
Institute for Learning in Retirement
(ILR), Workforce Education, the
band, senior aid and adult education.
When the Thames Center opened in
1999, her work became more focused
on events held there and ILR and less
on the campus as a whole. From 2006
until 2018, she worked with Marilyn
Brown as ILR events coordinator and

with Julie Wright since then.

Born at Anniston, Alabama, Rus-
sell traveled a lot in her childhood and
youth in an army family with her par-
ents, who were Brookhaven natives,
and two sisters She was too young
to remember the three to four years
they spent in Hawaii, but recalls the
field trips in Germany when she was
in junior high school and life in South
Carolina and Georgia before settling
in Brookhaven as a junior in high
school when her father retired from
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the one-year secretarial program at
Co-Lin in 1983. She married Scott
Russell, also a Co-Lin graduate, and
moved with him to Vicksburg, where
she worked for a law firm and he
worked for IBM. She returned with
her husband to Brookhaven, where
she also worked briefly as a legal sec-
retary before starting her career at Co-
Lin.

Russell and her husband, now
wheelchair-bound due to childhood
muscular dystrophy, live in Brookha-

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR

the military. Collecting things from
places where she travelled -- stamps,
coins, spoons -- occupied her as she
was growing up.

Russell graduated from Brookha-
ven High School in 1982 and then

ven. They have two daughters -- Ab-
bey Fleming, 28, a Co-Lin graduate
who is a cosmetologist, and Mandy,
23, who will be graduating from the
Co-Lin Respiratory Care Technolo-
gy program as a Respiratory Thera-

pist. Russell's sister Ramona Thomas
teaches in the Co-Lin Medical Radio-
logic Technology program.

What are your hobbies?

I am into crafts -- sewing among
other things. Ilike to travel. My hus-
band, two daughters and I have made
two road trips to California and back.
Branson, Missouri, is another favor-
ite destination. My husband and I are
active in the Brookhaven Church of
Christ. T assist with secretarial needs
and teach a Bible Class. My husband
is one of the church leaders.

Are you a reader?

I am an avid reader, particularly of
Christian fiction, Christian inspira-
tional literature and mysteries. My
favorite author is Dee Henderson.
Her O'Malley series is the best. The
inspirational romantic suspense nov-
els are focused on the stories of seven
abandoned or orphaned teens who
became a loyal, committed family
which they call O'Malley. They re-
store strength and hope to your spirit.

Do you enjoy movies or theater?
Any mystery!

What kind of music do you like?
Country and Christian.

What would you do with lottery
winnings if you were so lucky?

I would hit the road with my hus-
band in a mobile home and travel.

How would you change the world?

I'would try to shape a healthier world
in which people are more grateful to
God and loving, kind and respectful
to each other.
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Lincoln County goes electric

By Bob Arnold

Add another basic industry to the economic mix in Lincoln County:
electrical power generation.

Over the past twelve months, the Brookhaven-Lincoln County Chamber
of Commerce (BLCCC) and the Brookhaven-Lincoln County Economic
Development Alliance (BLCEDA) have worked with partners to bring
a manufacturer of electrical system power output controls and a power
generation cooperative's district office to the Linbrook Business Park in
Brookhaven.

Last month, BLCA announced it had accepted an option from Southwest
Electric (SE) based at Lorman, Mississippi, in Jefferson County to purchase
approximately 65 acres in Linbrook Business Park where it will build a
district office, which it said in 2018 it planned to locate in the Brookhaven
area.

Since it incorporated in 1937, SE has had its headquarters facility at
Lorman, and the utility opened a work center at Natchez in 2006.

"Having a district office on the Brookhaven side of our service area
will help us in our mission to provide reliable electric service to our
members," SE CEO Kevin Bonds says. The office, including a dispatch
office, IT services, a full warehouse. mechanic shop, truck staging area and
laydown yard to house emergency storm crews, will allow staff, material
and equipment to be distributed across the SE service area to better serve
its 25,000 members in Lincoln, Copiah, Franklin, Amite, Adams, Hinds,
Jefferson and Wilkinson Counties and increase overall system reliability.
In the coming weeks, prior to its final purchase of the Linbrook site, SE will
conduct site studies to assure that construction and utilization of its new
facility cause no environmental or civil engineering impacts.

"In the seven and one half years I have been in Brookhaven and Lincoln
County, SE will be making the largest investment of funds and jobs by
any company," says Garrick Combs, executive director of BLCC and
BLCEDA.

SE detailed its plans almost a full year after Mississippi Governor Tate
Reeves came to Brookhaven to participate in announcing the location of a
Keystone Electrical Manufacturing Company (KEMC) production facility
in Linbrook Business Park. The Des Moines-based company is investing
$4 million and initially creating 30 jobs in Lincoln County to produce
what its owner Fred Buie, a Brookhaven native who is coming back to his
hometown, calls "the brains of the electrical power grid."

Its products monitor demands on the grid and protect it from overloading
and control output of wind farms, based on determination of power demand
on wind turbines.

The community effort that brought KEMC to the area has become
an economic development model for which BLCC and BLCEDA
were recognized by the Mississippi Economic Development Council
(MEDC), Combs says. The key component of the model is construction
of a speculative industrial building in Linbrook Business Park to lure an
employer that wants to deploy workers and machinery to get its product
to market as quickly as possible without a long wait for construction of
manufacturing facilities. KEMC's decision to locate in Brookhaven

Wesson News
Lincoln County-Brookhaven Chamber of Commerce's Garrick Combs and Katie
Nations oversee economic development and events.

culminated a three-year marketing effort in which a special web site wooed
interested businesses followed by numerous meetings and telephone calls
to sell the spec building to various prospects. In July at its annual meeting,
MEDC spotlighted the model with an Economic Development Award for
municipalities in the Brookhaven size range.

Following its successes over the past twelve months in bringing two
new employers to the area, BLCEDA will again build its 2021 economic
development activities around this model. A new 50,000 spec building is
being completed with a few minor changes to make it more attractive to
buyers: permanent flooring will not be installed; only one center row of
columns will be required for structural support; the ceiling height will be
30-foot instead of 28-feet. "We're planning a ribbon-cutting for late spring
or early summer, will launch a web site to promote the building and a
marketing campaign," Combs says.

The Lincoln County Board of Supervisors and Brookhaven Board of
Aldermen have approved the BLCEDA plan. Agracel, Inc., an Illinois-based
industrial development company with offices in Madison, Mississippi, is
constructing the building and will own it, sparing BLCEDA and taxpayers
a $2 million bill.

With electrical power generation now part of the Brookhaven-Lincoln
County economic mix, Combs says BLCEDA will be looking upstream
and downstream for employers that complement SE and Keystone.
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COVID-19,liquor, Iottery,debt&schools

Special to Wesson News

Blood filter treats
COVID-19. A new device
that filters blood is showing
promise at Forrest Gener-
al Hospital in Hattiesburg in
treating COVID-19 patients
who have not responded to
other therapies. The Seraph
100 Microbind Affinity Blood
Filter has helped most of the
17 patients treated in four to
six hour sessions. The filter
has coated beads which bind
to infectious agents, including
viruses, in the blood. The hos-
pital is using the treatment un-
der an emergency use authori-
zation from the Food and Drug
Administration.

COVID-19 spread slows.
The spread of COVID-19 in
Mississippi showed significant
signs of slowing last month,
although it is still relative-
ly high compared to case and
death numbers in 2020. The
seven-day average is now at
1,623, a 20 per cent decrease
since the start of 2021. Both
new cases and hospitalizations
are now back to the levels they

were in early December. The
rolling average for deaths has
dropped to early December
levels, about 32 per day, after
peaking at 44 per day on Jan.
9.

Move to privatize liquor
business.  Mississippi law-
makers are considering with-
drawing the state from the
liquor and wine business, let-
ting private industry take over
warehousing and distributing
liquor. The Legis-

lottery player has won $1 mil-
lion. A ticket sold at RBs One
Stop on Highway 28 in Hazle-
hurst matched all five white
ball winning numbers worth
$1 million. The player did not
choose the Megaplier option
and chose to remain anony-
mous. "The winner is the sec-
ond millionaire to win playing
Mega Millions in Mississippi,"
said Mississippi Lottery Cor-
poration President Tom Sha-
heen. "A Gautier woman won

$2 million in the

lature is also con-
sidering allowing
home delivery of li-
quor, wine and beer.

NEW

NUGGETS

June 9, 2020, Mega
Millions drawing.

Justice  system

Both measures ap-
pear to have trac-
tion in the Legislature this ses-
sion, even in a Bible Belt state
that has been slow to relax or
change its strict liquor laws.
Mississippi is one of 17 states
that tightly control the sale of
liquor, and one of 10 that sell
spirits to all private package
stores.

Copiah $1 million winner. A
Copiah County Mega Millions

drives debt. In
2019, people who
had touched the criminal jus-
tice system in Mississippi
held $507 million in debt as
a result — more than double
the $243 million they owed
in 2009, new research finds.
While court-ordered finan-
cial burdens grow, the min-
imum wage hasn’t budged
and overall inflation-adjust-
ed wages in Mississippl ac-
tually dropped in that same

timeframe. Even many who
finish their sentences — of-
ten coined their “debt to so-
ciety” — are saddled with
very literal debts that prevent
them from the opportunities
they need to thrive outside of
prison.

Schools get more funds.
Schools in Mississippi are
about to see a large influx of
federal dollars from the sec-
ond federal coronavirus relief
bill passed in December. The
second wave of funding allo-
cated for Mississippi is near-
ly three times the amount the
state received last year from
the education portion of the
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security (CARES)
Act.  Around $720 million is
slated for Mississippi  K-12
schools, compared to around
$170 million the state received
from CARES in 2020. Up to
10% of the second round of
funding, or about $72 million,
can go to the Mississippi De-
partment of Education, and the
remainder must go directly to
schools.
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Co-Lin mourns Winter's death

Wesson News

On the eve of its Natchez Literary
and Cinema Celebration (NLCC)
later this month, Co-Lin mourned
the death of former Mississippi
Governor William Forest Winter in
aspecial resolution that highlighted
his contributions to NLCC.

Winter died at age 97 in
December.

"The Copiah-Lincoln Community
College Board of Trustees, faculty,
students, alumni and leaders of
the NLCC express their deepest
sympathy to the William Winter
family on the loss of a great
Mississippi statesman and devoted
friend to education," the resolution
concluded after citing his several
contributions to NLCC:

*Serving as  Director of
Proceedings at its inaugural event
in June 1990

*Suggesting program topics,
speakers, award winners and
films over three decades

eParticipating in programs
as a speaker and in sharing his
research and first-hand knowledge
of Mississippi history and culture

*Personal financial support and
endorsements that helped secure
grants and other funding

*Serving for 27 years on an
advisory committee

*Lending his name to the NLCC
William Winter Scholars program
that  recognizes  outstanding
college-level students and faculty
members in Mississippi

The resolution noted Winter
was recognized as the "Education
Governor of Mississippi" and was
a "longtime advocate and promoter
of all levels of education in the State
of Mississippi, including two-year
colleges, and in particular, Copiah-
Lincoln Community College."
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Learn your heart health numbers

By Guest Columnist Dr. Stephanie Duguid

There are many conditions that affect the heart. You may know that heart
attacks, arrhythmias (abnormal heart rhythm), cardiomyopathy (issues with
the heart muscle) and congenital defects (heart conditions with which you are
born) are directly related to heart health. But did you also know that many
other conditions including, but not limited to, cholesterol, diabetes, and high
blood pressure, can lead to heart disease, heart attack, or stroke?

February -- National Heart Month -- is a time to consider heart health.

The are factors you can control such as diet, exercise, smoking, and alcohol
consumption that are related to our heart health. Age, heritage,
and gender are things we cannot control that are also related to
our cardiovascular status. The controllable factors of which you
should be particularly aware are cholesterol, blood sugar and
blood pressure:

* Cholesterol is a waxy, fat-like substance made in the liver and
other cells. It is found in certain foods such as dairy products,
eggs, and meats. You need some cholesterol to function properly, as it helps
to support cell walls and produces hormones and bile that assists in digesting
fat. There is good cholesterol and bad cholesterol. Lean fats in avocados
and nuts tend to be good cholesterol, while other fats in red meat and fried
foods tend to be bad cholesterol. However, you only need a limited amount
of either type. When you have too much, plaque -- a thick, hard substance
-- forms in your arteries and can impede blood flow, causing atherosclerosis
(hardening of the arteries) and heart disease, including high blood pressure,
angina (chest pain), and even heart attacks.

» Type 2 diabetes is a condition related to glucose (sugar) and insulin
levels. Adults with Type 2 diabetes are at least 65 per cent more likely to die
from some form of heart disease or stroke than those without the condition.

* High blood pressure is a condition that refers to pressure your blood exerts
against the walls of your arteries when your heart is pumping compared to the
pressure against the walls of your arteries when your heart is relaxed. When
the numbers are too high, it can lead to heart related issues, and stroke. High
blood pressure results from plaque build-up, salt intake, smoking, stress, and
more.

Controlling these factors starts with knowing your numbers:

* Total cholesterol should be less than 200 mg/dL.. LDL. Bad cholesterol
should be less than 100 mg/dL, while HDL good cholesterol should be more
than 50 mg/dL. If you don't know your numbers, consult your doctor.

L I V I N G * Fasting blood sugar levels in the morning can indicate if you
h

+HEALTHY +

ave diabetes. Your reading should be less than 100 mg/dL. If
you are consistently higher than 100mg/dL, check with your
doctor.

* Blood pressure is read as the systolic pressure (heart
contracting) over the diastolic pressure (heart at rest). Your numbers should
be less than 120 over some number less than 80. Anything over 120/80 needs
to be discussed with your physician.

It is important to be educated about your health. Be sure to ask questions,
understand how conditions are related, and see your doctor on at least an
annual basis. For more information, visit the American Heart Association
web site -- www.heart.org.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Stephanie Duguid is Dean of Academic Instruction at
Co-Lin. She is also an athletic trainer and nutrition specialist and has been
teaching courses related to those two areas as well as practicing what she
preaches for more than twenty years.
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MISSISSIppI Lawmakers file 2,000+ bills

By Bob Arnold

Mississippi lawmakers have filed some 2,000 bills so far in their 2021
session, which started January 5 and is scheduled to adjourn March 26.

Republicans are in the majority -- 36-16 in the Senate and 75-46 in the
House -- and have a veto-proof supermajority in both chambers, although
they control the governorship.

The Legislature is responsible for redistricting following the U.S.
census, which it is expected to address as part of the session.

With the COVID-19 pandemic -- and at least three cases have been
reported among lawmakers, the legislative leadership has urged
members to limit the number of bills they file this year so the session can
be wrapped up quickly and the 174-member Legislature can leave the
Capitol. Committee chairmen said leaders also urged them to drastically
limit the number of bills they take up and move forward out of committees
this session.

Taxing, spending and other bills that face later deadlines for drafting
and filing are still to come. Last year, more than 2,800 total bills were
filed. In a typical session, about 600 or so general bills will be passed
into law.

Here are some key bills to watch by category:

1. Education.

SB 2001: Teacher pay raise. All teachers and assistants would get a
$1,000 annual pay raise. For starting teachers through three years with
a bachelor’s degree, it would be $1,110, raising the starting salary to
$37,000. Lieutenant Governor Delbert Hosemann is pushing for a raise,
a major campaign promise.

SB 2267: Teacher license reciprocity. Aimed at helping to combat
teacher shortages, this would allow teachers licensed in other states to
more easily obtain a standard five-year license to teach in Mississippi.

SB 2314/HB 316: Compulsory kindergarten attendance. One of
several such measures proposed again this year, it would apply the state’s
compulsory school attendance law to 5-year-olds.

HB 314: Allows the Mississippi State Board of Education to receive
donations and gifts.

SB 2536: Mississippi Fairness Act. Would require K-12 and higher
education schools to designate teams based on biological sex and prevent
students from playing on teams that align with their gender identity.
Students who don’t make a team could sue schools that violate this
section; they could also sue if they encounter a student of the opposite
sex in bathrooms or locker rooms.

SB 2313/ HB 1030: Would allow student athletes to be paid for their
name, image, likeness, and endorsements.

2. Health Care.

HB 207: Would expand Medicaid as is allowed under federal law to
provide coverage to primarily the working poor. Numerous bills have
been filed this year to expand Medicaid. Various efforts have been under
way for multiple years to expand Medicaid, with the federal government
paying most of the costs.

HB 1013: Would establish a commission of seven members to govern
the Division of Medicaid, which is currently operated by an executive
director appointed by the governor. Four would be appointed by the
Lieutenant Governor and three by the Governor.

HB 338: Would make all abortions illegal in Mississippi. Prior to this
bill, the most restrictive ban passed by the legislature banned abortions
after six weeks, though it was later struck down in court. The U.S.
Supreme Court has repeatedly delayed a decision on whether to take up
Mississippi’s 15-week abortion ban, which was also struck down in a
lower court. The state’s sole clinic which provides abortions will not
perform them after 16 weeks.

SB 2171: The Transgender 21 Act would prohibit medical professionals
from performing certain gender confirming procedures on minors under
21-years-old.

3. Criminal Justice.

HB 525: The “omnibus” criminal justice reform bill. As with a mirror
bill in the Senate, this measure includes numerous state codes, and is a
vehicle for major criminal justice reform many lawmakers are hoping
to enact to address the state’s prison crisis. The measure will include
increased parole and probation eligibility for some inmates.

HB 84: Allows local sheriffs to use radar. Several bills have been filed
and are routinely filed each session without any success.

HB 1041: Would prohibit federal law from stopping a manufacturer
within the state from making certain types of firearms and ammunition,
such as limiting the size of a magazine in a gun.

HB 465: Compassionate Parole Eligibility Act. Would allow inmates
who were not convicted of a sex offense, capital murder or sentenced to
death to be eligible for parole if they have been diagnosed with a terminal

illness and have a life expectancy of a year or less or are completely
disabled.

4. COVID-19.
HB 719: Would prohibit an employer from requiring an employee to
take a COVID-19 vaccination as condition of employment.

5. Anti-Poverty Programs.
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Mississippi Lawmakers file 2,000+ bills

HB 976/SB 2759: Would increase the monthly amount of cash
assistance under the Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)
block grant, known as “welfare.” The benefit is currently capped at
$170-a-month for a family of three.

HB 49: Would terminate the state’s contract with a private company to
run child support enforcement, bringing the program back in-house.

SB 2079: Would increase minimum wage to $15 per hour by 2024. The
Legislature traditionally refuses to address bills raising the state minimum
wage.

HB 17: Establishes a Working Families Study Committee to develop
recommendations to assure working families have access to affordable
child care so they can participate in the workforce.

HB 987: Would allow unspent TANF, or welfare, funds to pay the
expenses of people enrolled in nursing school.

HB 890: Would allow teenage recipients of either TANF, or welfare, funds
or Medicaid to participate in birth control, abstinence and parenting programs.

6. Elections.

SC 508: Would amend the state Constitution to allow felons to vote
after serving their sentence and meeting certain conditions. Several similar
proposals have been filed.

SB 2368: Would allow no excuse early voting up to 10 days before the
election.

SB 2102: Would create an agreement among states to elect the President
by popular vote rather than the Electoral College. In theory, the bill would

render the Electoral College useless if enough states agree to designate
their electors to the candidate who won the popular vote.

7. Taxes.
SB 2182: Would apply the 15% excise tax on tobacco products other
than cigarettes to electronic smoking or vaping devices.

SB 2822: This measure seeks to reform and streamline Mississippi’s
hodgepodge of economic development incentives, including tax breaks
offered to businesses looking to relocate or expand in Mississippi. It would
eliminate or consolidate some measures, and require more “transparency’’
on whether a company is living up to its promises of jobs and salaries when
it receives state incentives.

Note: Several tax bills, including proposals to eliminate the state’s income
tax, will be filed later in the legislative this session.

8. Miscellaneous.

SB 2196: The governor or lieutenant governor would be required to
make appointments to fill vacant offices within 90 days. If the governor
fails to make an appointment within 90 days, the appointment authority
would shift to the lieutenant governor, and vice versa. The bill would not
apply to constitutionally chartered positions, such as the state Board of
Education or IHL.

HB 16 : Would increase salaries of Highway Patrol troopers and other
Department of Public Safety officers. A new pay scale would start officers
at $49,140, with the highest ranking colonels with decades of experience
capped at $125,360.

HB 89: Would allow the issuance of bonds to incur long-term debt for
improvements to be made at state parks.

BAN

Richard R.

UPTCY

CHAPTER 7 CHAPTER 13

DEBT ELIMINATION

$545 + court cost
uncontested

DEBT CONSOLIDATION

$200 + court cost
gets it filed

Grindstaff

Attorney At Law

340 E. River Place Ste 605
Jackson MS 39202

601-346-6443

512 Schwem Ave
Brookhaven, MS

601-684-1798

WE ARE A DEBT RELIEF AGENCY, WE HELP PEOPLE FILE FOR BANKRUPTCY RELIEF UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE
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AYN
EGGETT

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Payn and Leggett, CPAs strives to ensure our

clients accomplish their financial goals by providing the

highest quality accounting, tax, audit and

consulting services.

207 South Railroad Avenue
Brookhaven, MS 39601
601-833-1456

www.lplcpas.com
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Thanks for supporting

our expanded digital issve!

i beess St | TH. PERKINS FURNITURE CO.
A || KEEP IN TOUCH
WITH US!

WWW.THPERKINSFURNITURE.COM

Highland Square Shopping Center * 830 Brookway Blvd. * 601-833-1143
520 Brookway Blvd. * Brookhaven * 601-833-7351 * Mon.-Sat. 9-6

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED FOR 133 YEARS

Lunch
Monday-Friday: 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

Dinner
Thursday: 5:30-8 p.m.
Friday: 5:30 p.m-9 p,m.

Special Event Night
Saturday dinner & entertainment

5:30 p.m.-Until?

New Orleans Style Brunch
Sunday 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

iby

st Burger in Town

Salads, Backets, Plates lunches,
PoBoys & Beverages

Tu=Th 11-7 - Fri-Sat 11-8

2057 Hwy. & .
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Checks and all major credit cards

Mlll Town Mall

Ower 50 Vendor Booths & 15,000 sq. ft. of Merchandise
Antiques, %lollectibles

+ 601-695-4144 cell %

TOP QUALITY MEMORIALS

WHEN IT'S PERMANENT, TRUST THE PROFESSIONALS
CHECK oUT 0UR HUGE SELECTION
REMEMBER THE PEOPLE YOU LOVE
WITH A TOP QUALITY MEMORIAL FROM BROOKHAVEN MONUMENT COMPANY.
SPRINGTIME MEANS NEW INVENTORY ARRIVING WEEKLY

BROOKHAVEN
lD MONUMENT DAVE PACE !1

Flea Market Items
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Lottery scams
dalfe common

Roland Price

Enter for your chance to

Wesson News

The Mississippi Lottery
Corporation (MLC) warns
players of lottery games that
"fraud accounts and scammers
never take a break."

"Fake lottery scams are
fairly common," says MLC
President Tom Shaheen. "You
canreceive a phone call, email
or social media message that
is seemingly real. Do not be
fooled. Stay aware and play
responsibly.

"In one scam, Mississippians
have received telephone calls
regarding a second chance at
winning the Mega Millions
jackpot. If you receive such
a call, hang up immediately.
If you receive the message by
email, text, social media or any
other form of communication,
do not respond. It is a scam."

MLC reminds Mississippians:

*The Mississippi Lottery
does not contact the winner.
It doesn't even know winners
until they claim their prizes.

*In online games such as
Powerball, the Lottery knows
only the winning numbers
drawn and where the ticket
was sold. Winners must keep
their tickets and confirm to
lottery officials the numbers

on their tickets. If a winner
does not step forward with
winning numbers, no one
wins the prize.

*A legitimate lottery never
asks winners to pay taxes up
front. All federal and state
taxes are paid before the
lottery releases money to a
winner.

Lotteries of  foreign
countries are illegal in the
United States. No legitimate
foreign lottery sells tickets in
the United States. If you have
been contacted by a lottery
claiming to be affiliated with
the government of another
country, it is a scam.

*If you did not buy a ticket,
you cannot win a lottery prize.
If you have been contacted by
a lottery claiming you won
a prize, but you have never
purchased a ticket, it is a
scam.

If you think youre a
victim of fraud or attempted
fraud by someone posing
as a representative  of
the  Mississippi  Lottery
Corporation, report it to the
Mississippi Attorney General's
Office Consumer Protection
Division at 601-359-4230 or
toll-free at 800-281-4418.

MarketplaceMotors.net
601-750-2277
Across from Walmart

. | 110 Market Place
Hazlehurst, MS 39083

Leather, Sunroof, Navigation, Rear Camera

* 2013 Volkswagen Tiguan EXeX®=¥bn, One Owner, Leather Low Mileage, New Tires!
©2012 Acwra TSX TECHNOLOGY Pkg, leather, sunroof, Navi, Sharp
©2010 Toyota Coroll S Automaticc Rear Spoiler, Great Gaos Mileage
©2016 GMC Yukon XL ETeY®SXl pkge, Lleather, New tires,  DVD
©2013 Mercedes (250 Sport, Black, Leather, Low Mileage, Super Nice!
©2012 Mercedes GL450 4matic AWD, My Wifes car, it's PERFECT, Like New
©1984 Mustang Foxbody, 63,000 Actual Miles, Convertible, 5.0 H.0.
©2014 Nissan Altima S, Custom Wheels, Pearl White, Push Button Start, Sharp!
©2018 Jepp Cherokee Latitude, PW, PL, Back Up Camera, Super Nice!
©2014  Jeep  Compass  Sport, Low  Miles,  Automaticc, 30  MPG
* 2014 Ford Expedition Limited, Loaded, Leather Buckets, Chrome Wheels, Sunroof, Sharp!
©2013 Subaru Outback Limited, AWD Leather, Sunroof, Like New!
©2012 Mercedes GL450, 4Matic, One owner, Has EVERY option, Like New!
* 2016 GMC Yukon XLEﬂ!ﬂ}Louded Leather, Sunroof DVD, Bose, New Tires, Nice!
*2016 Honda accord Sport 4D, only 58k mlles Rear camera, BIueIooIh Like New!
* 2018 Honda Accord EX-L 4D, Locul, One Owner, Lether, Sunroof, Nuviguﬁon, Super Nice!
* 2014 Ford Explorer Limited, Pearl White w/ Tan Leather, 3rd row, Rear Cameral
* 2018 Audi S6, Rare Find, 34k miles, Has Every Option and New Tires, Awesome Car!
*2010 Toyota Venza  Crosstour, low  mileage,  Roomy,  Nicel

2014 Honda Accord EX-L

Low mileage, Leather, Sunroof, Rear Camera, Like New

Just bring in your last pay stub and your
down payment and drive out TODAY!
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FULFILL YOUR DREAMS.

FROM CHILDHOOD ASPIRATIONS TO A FULFILLING .
LY 4

CAREER. Take the first step to an exciting nursing career. Visit -\ Merlt

MyMeritHealth.com or call our recruiter at 601.573.4254. Health

Riverwood Family

Firiial WAAE & el Pk B remalion T & W Asameald

* Honoring ALL policies and arrangements made and
written by any other funeral service provider

* Most Experienced Staff to serve your family

* Most Spacious Facility offered in our area

* Best Priced and Most Thoughtfully arranged services
* Offering the most affordable pricing on
Pre-Arrangements or Time of Need Services

* Also offering Monuments and Markers for all
Cemeteries for any budget

601-833-6630

76 US-51, Brookhaven www.riverwoodfamily.com

Opera goes virtual,
postpones events

Wesson News

As Opera Mississippi celebrates its 75th anniversary, the company
1s presenting virtual events.

On January 15, the company started the virtual presentation with
a video interview with Rhonda Richmond and Malcolm White,
another most notable Mississippi arts figure, at operams.org and
through social media channels.

Opera Mississippi had planned a series of live cabarets and
performances that would continue its tradition of providing high
quality musical offerings in Mississippi. However, as with most
all performing arts organizations, the COVID-19 virus became an
obstacle. Singing has been identified as one of the most significant
ways of spreading aerosols. So in order to keep performers and
patrons safe, the company cancelled professional vocal performances
until such time it is safe to do so.

Lady Sings the Blues featuring Rhonda Richmond scheduled for
January 18 at Duling Hall was postponed until September and Letters
from Puccini scheduled for February was postponed postponed until
February 2022. At this point, all other performances are still planned
to be live, but pending the virus situation, may be postponed. There
will also be three more virtual offerings in the near future featuring
a variety of vocal performers.

For more information please contact Opera Mississippi at 601-
960-2300 or info@operams.org.

8
vy

WESLEY

FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC

We Cancel Timeshares for You

Many people believe their timeshares cannot be canceled, but they
often can be. Our founder and CEO, Chuck McDowell, has successfully
fought in federal court for the right to help timeshare owners — like
you — out of their “binding” agreements. Whether you were misled or
pressured, you may have an easy exit.

How Does the Cancellation Process Work?
e Start with a FREE consultation to discuss your needs.
o If we see that the circumstances of your agreement qualify you

to exit the timeshare, you'll be assigned a specialist to walk
you through gathering documentation.

e Our Resolution Department then works quickly to have your
timeshare and related fees permanently terminated.

We are able to help most timeshare owners that contact us. You could be
one phone call away from complete peace of mind.

Get your free information kit and see if you qualify:

888-901-2882
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Assessment, accountability programs suspended

Special to Wesson News

The Mississippi State Board of Education (MDE) has suspended three
statewide assessment and accountability programs to manage the ongoing
impact of COVID-19 on the 2020-21 school year.

All required state and federal assessments will be administered this school
year as usual. However, schools and districts will not be assigned A-F letter
grades for their performance during the 2020-21 school year, 3rd graders do not
have to pass a reading test to qualify for promotion, and high school students do
not have to pass end-of-course assessments to meet graduation requirements:

. Current third graders will take the Third Grade Reading/Language
Arts assessment, but students are not required to have a passing score on
the assessment to be promoted to fourth grade for the 2021-22 school year.
Students still must meet all other district requirements for promotion.

. All high school students who take required end-of-course high school
assessments, including Algebra I, English II, Biology and U.S. History, in the
2020-21 school year are not required to have a passing score to meet high
school graduation requirements. Students must meet all other state and district
requirements to graduate.

. Schools and districts will not be assigned A-F letter grades for their
performance in the 2020-21 school year because the Mississippi Department
of Education (MDE) will not have sufficient data to calculate grades based
on state and federal requirements. Schools and districts will retain their most
recent letter grades earned in the 2018-19 school year.

The MDE will calculate and report the results of all statewide assessments
administered during the 2020-21 school year and will submit information
and a waiver request to the U.S. Department of Education to meet federal
requirements for assessment and accountability.

“This year’s statewide assessments will provide valuable information about
the impact of COVID-19 on learning and will help identify where accelerated
learning opportunities for students are most needed,” said Dr. Carey Wright,
state superintendent of education. “The policy suspensions are intended to
support schools through this intensely challenging year for educators and
students.”

GENERAC
———E

Prepare for
power outages
with a Generac
home standby
generator

7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value!

Offer valid December 15, 2020 - March 1, 2021

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

DENTAL nsurance

Medicare does not cover dental care'. That means if you need dental
work done, it can cost you hundreds or even thousands of dollars out
of your own pocket.

Get Dental Insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.
It helps cover over 350 procedures - from cleanings and fillings to
crowns and dentures.

° See any dentist you want, but save more with one in our network
* No deductible, no annual maximum
* Immediate coverage for preventive care

Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-866-835-3416

dental50plus.com/92

!“Medicare & You," Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, 2020

Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Product not available in all states.
Acceptance qguaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details about this
insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, LA, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer.
Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P1500K; TN: P150TN); Rider
kinds B438/B439 (GA: B439B).

6255

Medicare has changed.
Find out how it can affect you.

Important changes to the federal Medicare program became
effective at the beginning of the year. As a result, retirees in
your state may be eligible for coverage with new options.

Find out if you gqualify for Medicare Supplement insurance
that can help limit your out-of-pocket expenses.

For FREE information, call:

1-866-511-0024

or visit MedSupBenefit.com/clintcour

Get the facts that matter to you:

+ Critical dates for Medicare eligibility
- Options that can help keep more money in your pocket

+ Maedicare benefits many retirees may not be aware of

Information will be provided by Physicians Life Insurance Company

We are not connected with, nor endorsed by, the U.S. Government or the Federal Medicare Program. | understand
I'have no obligation. This is a solicitation of insurance. A licensed agent/producer may contact you. Policy form
number L030, L035, L036, LO37, LO38, FOO1, FOO2 (OK: LO300K, LO350K, L0360K, L0370K, LO380K; TN: LO30TN,
L035TN, LO36TN, LO37TN, LO38TN, FOOITN, FOO2TN)

6243_D




