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Softball lady Wolves national champs

Special to Wesson News  
  

The Co-Lin Softball team entered 
the final day of its 2023 season 
knowing one thing: a familiar foe 
stood in their way from winning the 
first national championship for any 
sport in school history – Mississippi 
rival Jones Community College.  

The Lady Wolves were up to the 
task, handing the Bobcats just their 
second shutout of the season  in a 7-0 
win on May 27.

 “What a day,” exclaimed head 
coach Meleah Howard.  “I am so 
blessed and grateful to be a part of 
this team and program.  To be a part 
of the first national championship in 
school history is a memory that will 
last a lifetime.”

 The game was scoreless through 
the first two innings, but the Lady 
Wolves scored their first two runs in 
the top of the third as Zykeria Cole 
(Magee) and Josie Meggs (Koscius-

ko) hit back-to-back singles with one 
out to get the offense going. Cole 
then scored on an RBI single by Mad-
ison Moak (Brookhaven) while both 
Meggs and Moak advanced to third 
and second respectively on the play. 
Meggs later scored in the inning on a 
wild pitch making the score, 2-0.

 The Lady Wolves then exploded 
for another five-run inning against 
the Bobcats, their second in as many 
games, as Meggs hit a leadoff sin-
gle then Moak drew a walk. Maddie 
Weeks (Clinton) drew another walk 
to load the bases with no outs. Then 
Abby Grace Richardson stepped 
up, took one swing of the bat, and 
smashed a grand slam (her 24th 
home run of the season) to give the 
Lady Wolves a 6-0 lead. Belle West 
(Byram) then hit a single, took sec-
ond on a wild pitch, advanced to third 
on a single by Faith Kivett (Tallulah, 
LA) and then scored on a sacrifice 
bunt by Leia Phillips (Philadelphia) 

making the score, 7-0.
 The Bobcats then got back-to-back 

singles in the bottom of the fifth, but a 
double play followed by a groundout 
ended the inning. The Lady Wolves 
then allowed just one hit over the final 
two innings securing the 7-0 win and 
the 2023 NJCAA Division II Softball 
National Championship.

 The Lady Wolves totaled six hits 
as a team with Josie Meggs, Madi-
son Moak, Abby Grace Richardson, 
Belle West, Faith Kivett, and Zykeria 
Cole having one hit each. Richardson 
led the Lady Wolves in RBIs with 
four while Moak and Leia Phillips 
had one RBI each.

 Belle West got the start for the 
Lady Wolves and improved to 11-5 
with the complete game shutout al-
lowing just five hits with three walks 
and two strikeouts.

“This team was just on a whole 
other level this whole week,” How-
ard said.   “Playing all these games 

against the best competition in the 
country and we never backed down.  
Every single player on our team con-
tributed in a major way all week and 
I am just so proud of every single one 
of them. I love them all and I am just 
so happy to be able to say that we are 
National Champions!”

Co-Lin finishes the season with 
a program record for wins at 49-10 
overall in addition to winning the first 
Region 23 Championship since 2008.

Madison Moak and Cara Biswell 
(Brandon) were named to the 
All-Tournament Team, while Abby 
Grace Richardson was named the 
Tournament Most Valuable Play-
er and the Offensive Most Valuable 
Player. Faith Kivett was named the 
Defensive Most Valuable Player, 
Cara Biswell was also named the 
Most Outstanding Pitcher of the 
Tournament, while Meleah Howard 
was awarded as Coach of the Year 
after the conclusion of the game.

Special to Wesson News    
The softball lady Wolves are Co-Lin’s first national champions in any sport.
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By Bob Arnold  
  

Music is alive and well in Southwest Mississip-
pi.  Young and old alike who feel called to express 
themselves through music can develop their skills 
to play instruments and sing.  Musicians who have 
learned their lessons well can continue to grow in 
their art by interacting with peers, whether they are 
soloists or want to perform with them in more than 
a few bands that have emerged in recent years en-
couraged by the variety of venues and events that 
have flourished to showcase them for appreciative 
audiences.

There are many reasons for the robust music 
scene in the area.  Tony Norton, who grew up in 
Loyd Star, is one of them.

Norton, a 1999 graduate of Loyd Star Atten-
dance Center, which he started as a kindergarten-
er, opened Downtown Music Academy in 2019 on 
South Railroad Avenue in Brookhaven with Greg-
ory Smith to teach music and repair musical instru-
ments following the greater part of two decades 
doing almost anything but music.

After high school, he earned a certificate in weld-
ing at Co-Lin, but went to work at Walmart stock-
ing merchandise on the late night shift because he 
didn’t want to lay oilfield pipelines.  “I then spent 
some time in construction, gutting the old build-
ings for what is now the Mississippi School of the 
Arts campus in Brookhaven,” he says.

For 14 years, Norton thought he had found his 
career in landscaping based in Jackson, first for 
Lakeland Yard & Garden and then self-employed 
as a contractor, but his love of music brought him 
back home nine years ago.  “I grew up in a music 
family,” he recalls.  “I was introduced to the guitar 
in the late 1980s, and jammed with friends.  I nev-
er played sports.  My passion was always music.  
My sister played guitar, 
too, and both of us per-
formed.”

When Norton re-
turned to the area, he 
played shows at Recess 
and Magnolia Blues in 
Brookhaven, recorded his own CD album – Songs 
from an Unfinished House -- and joined other locals 
-- Shaw Furlow, Tyler Bridge and his later partner 
at Downtown Music Academy Gregory Smith -- in 
helping to nurture the nascent music scene in the 
area.  For several years, he recruited new musi-
cians and bands to play on Open Mic nights at the 
then just-opened Magnolia Blues restaurant.

Since 2019, Norton has focused on Downtown 
Music Academy, which now has eight instructors 
that teach more than 100 students aged three years 
old to 80 years old piano, wind and string instru-
ments.  Norton himself teaches beginner guitar and 
repairs string instruments.  His business also re-
pairs wind instruments, rents band instruments and 
sells string instruments.  Its hours are 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Monday-Friday and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on 
Saturday.

Norton no longer performs, but he continues to 
compose – “mostly for myself” – in what he con-
sider a “country” style, although he’ll let others de-
cide whether it is or not.  His best known song, he 
says, is “Kings of Lincoln County” about “growing 

up as a teen locally, getting married and divorced, 
people I know dying and special events in my life.”  
He considers “The Best” his best song which, he 
says, Cole Furlow, his recording engineer, made it 
so by bringing out the best in his voice and musi-
cal sound.  Both are on Songs from an Unfinished 
House, which refers to the music he made while 
building the Loyd Star home in which he lives.

Norton has an 18-year-old daughter, a recent cu-
linary arts graduate.

What are your hobbies?

I enjoy kayaking and fishing in local water-
ways – Lake Lincoln and 
the Homa Chitto River.  I 
also like to cook.           
                                                                                                                                                      
                         
Are you a reader?

I am not an avid reader, but I will get into it 
if it’s weird and quirky.  My favorite novel is 
Confederacy of Dunces.

Do you follow movies or theater?

Yes.  And the dumber the better!  I love come-
dies and actors Paul Rudd, Jack Black and Bob 
Bergen.  

What would you do with the winnings if you 
won the lottery?

I am happy with my life.  My house.  My ve-
hicle.  But I would like help paying bills.  And 
new experiences would be nice – the red rocks 
in Colorado, travel to see the northern lights in 
Alaska or Sweeden.

How would you change the world?

I like the place in the Invention of Lying where 
people can’t tell lies.  We’d have a better world 
if people would quit lying.

Tony Norton nurtures area music

Wesson News  

Tony Norton
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NEED SERVICE? PARTS? TIRES?

CALL
ON

759 MAGEE DR. • BROOKHAVEN

601-833-7521 • OPEN 7 A.M. - 5 P.M. M-F
Located next to Walmart • Take I-55 Exit 40

LEARN MORE @ SULLIVANFORD.COM

WHY GO
ANYWHERE

ELSE?

SERVICE PARTS

Ford and 
Lincoln Service 
and Warranty 

Repairs

Certified Diesel 
Tech

Two Senior 
Master 

Technicians

Expert Advice

Well-Stocked 
Inventory

Delivery to 
Commercial 

Accounts 
Available

Low Price Tire 
Guarantee

Motorcraft and 
Omnicraft Parts

Friendly, 
Courteous 

Service and 
Attention to 

Detail
LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK!
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Dave Pace
Kevin Laird

TOP QUALITY MEMORIALS
When It's Permanent, Trust the Professionals

Check out our HUGE selection
Remember the people you love

with a top quality memorial from Brookhaven Monument Company.
Springtime means new inventory arriving weekly

Your FIRST Choice for Over 70 Years

894 Natchez Dr. & 230 N. Jackson St., Brookhaven • 601-833-1441 • www.brookhavenfuneralhome.net

Brookhaven Funeral Home 
Pre-arrangment Special O�er

$2,350.00 o� of original price!
Full Traditional Funeral Services and

your choice of either quality steel or wood casket
Pre -arranging locks in todays price and

ensures your family will know your true wishes

for $6,195.00*
*monthly payments are available

“A Family Serving Families”
As a minister and a father to five daughters,

Lance Moak understands the importance
of family. Lance specializes in helping people
pre-arrange funeral services, taking away the

di�cult task of tough decisions at a most
stressful time from your loved ones. 

To discuss the many options available to you,
contact Lance Moak at  601-384-7290

or Wayne Smith 601-833-1441

"Because a Life Well Lived Deserves a Service Well Planned"

visit us online at WessonNews.com

Special to Wesson News  

Angela Hester

Special to Wesson News  

Mississippi delegation at International Institute of Municipal Clerks (IIMC)  conference 
encouraged Wesson Town Clerk Angela Hester, who competed in Prince look-alike contest 
for expenses paid to attend 2024 IIMC conference.  Left to right are Mary Ann Hess, Laurel 
Town Clerk, who is new IIMC president; Kristal Jones, Laurel Deputy Town Clerk; Rosezea 
Scott, Mccomb Town Clerk; Suzette Davis, Collins Town Clerk; Hester in her Prince 
costume; Cathy Clark, retired Carthage Town Clerk; Leslie Thompson, Meadville Town 
Clerk; Ruth Combest, Enterprise Town Clerk; Lauren Stewart, Laurel Deputy Clerk; and 
Kimberly Johnson, Smithville Town Clerk.

Hester attends IIMC conference
Special to Wesson News  
  

Wesson Town Clerk Angela 
Hester has returned to her job at 
Wesson Town Hall after honing 
her skills and equipping herself 
with new knowledge at the Inter-
national Institute of Municipal 
Clerks (IIMC) annual conference 
last month.

Hester joined other municipal 
clerks from around the world at 
the IIMC conference held May 14-
17 at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in 
Minneapolis.

IIMC, which is the premier mem-
bership organization of Municipal 
Clerks that has been dedicated to 
improving their professionalism 
since 1947, recently designated 
Hester a Certified Municipal Clerk 
(CMC), and she has started work on 
becoming a Master Municipal Clerk 
(MMC) through the 15,000-mem-
ber group that encompasses officials 
from towns, small municipalities 
and large urban jurisdictions.

“The conference was an intense 
educational experience and I was 
able to network with other munic-
ipal clerks from throughout the 
world,” Hester says.

IIMC calls municipal clerks “the 
gateway to city hall” whom elect-
ed officials “count on to make sure 
public meetings, public records, 
elections and special projects op-

erate smoothly.”  The group’s an-
nual conference seeks to provide a 
vehicle for its members to receive 
background and knowledge need-
ed to help them deal with current 
problems and assure that munic-
ipal government is served by in-
formed public officials.

In Minneapolis, delegates heard 
keynote speakers on“Strategic 
Communication: 'LIFE' Skills 
for Leaders,” and “GET YOUR 
SHIFT TOGETHER: How to 
Think, Laugh & Enjoy Your Way 
to Success in Business & in Life.”  
Other education highlights includ-
ed four Athenian Dialogues, six 
Academy Sessions and a bevy of 
concurrent sessions, including “4 
Unspoken Communication Secrets 
Every Municipal Clerk Needs to 
Know,” “How to Master the Whin-

ers and Make Them Winners,” 
“Civility CPR,” “Federal Resourc-
es for Elected Officials,” “Election 
Security in Time of Disturbance,” 
“Right Sizing the Clerk’s Office,” 

“Digital Government: Bringing 
Your Municipality into the 21st 
Century” and “Understanding 
Modern Discrimination and Diver-
sity in Municipal Affairs.”



Wesson NewsJune, 2023 5
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218 S. Whitworth Avenue, Brookhaven  601-990-2366

SHOP ‘N WASH
510 Main Street • Wesson

601-643-5676 • Open Everyday

HUNT
BROTHERS

PIZZA
Whole or By the Hunk

Takeout Food & Groceries
  Monday - Saturday  4 a.m.- 9 p.m.  Sunday 4 a.m.- 6 p.m.

CHICKEN ON
A STICK • SWEET TEA •

WESSON AREA DINING GUIDE

To advertise your restaurant in our 
dining guide, call Bob Arnold at 

601-990-3003 ext. 700 

Wesson High School 2023 grads

Special to Wesson News  

2023 Wesson High School graduates were (front row left to right) Alex Luong, Will Loy, Harlan Brewer, Ethan Laird, Lucas McRee, Marley Channell, Allyson Sullivan, Orrin Ainsworth, Taylor Papizan, 
Grayson Coates (Valedictorian), Madalynn McManus (Salutatorian), Lexie Freeman, Hannah Meredith, Akiria Brown, Lena Coleman, Jaylynn Cloy, Sadie Sandifer, Kiera Haynes, Jayonce Stewart, 
(second row left to right) Jessie Cole, Abbie Edwards, Sarajo Dear, Victoria Silvan, Caleb Carty, Justin Hailey, Olivia Grantham, Jo'vontae May, Slayd Oswalt, Noah Brister, Kalyn Benton, Caleb Sutton, 
Gabe Selman, Emma Thaxton. (third row left to right)  Jordan Morse, Chris Harrison, Kris Hurtado, Ally Adams, Javier Vasquez, Troy Byther, Dawson Butler, Brayden Coleman, Christian Davis, Connor 
Brister, Trip Richardson, Stevie Martin, Tony Sanders, (back row left to right)  Adam Walker, Laila Stogner, Chloey Smith, Madeline Smith, Cole Short, A.J. Perkins, Coleman Bonds, Noah Cameron, 
Wade Tanner and Brandon Gladden.
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Cardiology
Dr. James Warnock, JR
Dr. Jeremy White

Gastroenterology
Dr. Mark Wilson
Dr. Stewart Boyd

Orthopedic & Sports Medicine
Dr. Turner Brown
Dr. Chad Hoseman
Cress Jacobs, PA

Pain Management
Dr. Mehesh Mehta

Sedation Dental
Dr. Rick Akin

27190 Highway 28 Hazlehurst
 601-574-7000  MYCCMC.ORG

 SPECIALTY CLINIC 

Surgical Interventions
Dr. Lee Nichols
Lauren McLeod, PA
Wound Care and Diabetic Foot
Care
Heather Morris, PA -C

Nephrology
Dr. Paul Dykes
Dr. Eric Miller

By Bob Arnold  
  

 Mary Tillman Smith, an African American 
folk artist born in Brookhaven around 1904 or 
1905, started painting to decorate her yard in the 
Martinsville community near Hazlehurst and 
was discovered by curator and collector William 
Arnette, who promoted her work.

 The third of 13 children, she lived most of 
her life in Copiah County, growing up in a hard 
working sharecropper family that grew toma-
toes, cabbages and beans, which they wrapped, 
packed and shipped.  Her father was able even-
tually to purchase a house and land.

 A speech impairment made it difficult for 
people to understand her, and she made it only 
through the fifth grade in school, which in it-
self was something of an accomplishment since 
even African Americans without disabilities 
rarely made it beyond the eighth grade.  Exclud-
ed by schoolmates from activities, she found an outlet in drawing.

 In her teens, Smith left home for a short marriage of a few months to Gus Wil-
liams, and then settled down in Wesson, where she did cooking and cleaning for a 
white family, and had another short-lived marriage with John Smith, a sharecropper 
who had been shortchanged by $1,000 in a year-end settlement with 
a landowner. Smith had discovered the problem and made it known 
to the landowner, who told her husband to get rid of his wife.

Smith moved to Hazlehurst, where she had a son (Sheridan L. 
“Jay Bird” Major).  She did not marry her son’s father, but he pro-
vided her land and a house, where she started her career in art to 
decorate her property.  She used discarded materials collected from 
a nearby dump as her canvasses.  She painted folkart pictures  of 
people and animals, sometimes accompanied by religious sayings or 
self-reflections, on used tin scraps and wood.  She used strong col-

ors with animating dots and dashes.  It was said 
she sometimes wore clothing to compliment the 
message of a piece.  She filled her yard with her 
expressions, and constructed out buildings, a ta-
ble, benches and a make-shift studio.  She lined 
her fence and and space within with colorful fol-
kart paintings and thoughtful sayings.

In 1987, her promoter Arnette tried to con-
vince the state to preserve her yard as an im-
portant cultural site, but was rebuffed because 
“Smith was an eccentric whose art did not fall 
under any folklore category.”  Nevertheless, her 
work has been featured in solo shows in the U.S. 
and Europe, and her pieces are owned by all 
the major galleries, including the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, High Museum of Art in Atlan-
ta and the Smithsonian American Art Museum.  
Several universities have her pieces, including 
Tuft University, Willamette University and the 
University of Mississippi.  Her works have been, 

and continue to be, showcased in group shows.
Smith’s health declined around 1990 and she painted less frequently.  She died 

penniless in 1995, and her artwork has been removed from her old Martinsville 
property.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Throughout the 2023 Copiah County Bicenten-
nial year, Wesson News will feature sketches of past and present vi-
sual artists, musicians, authors and photographers who are natives 
of the county.  They will be  excerpted from Tricia Nelson’s reporting 
in A Shared History:  Copiah County, Mississippi 1823-2023 edited 
and compiled by Paul C. Cartwright and available through Cart-
wright for $25 plus $5 for shipping at 3 Waverly Circle, Hattiesburg, 
MS 39402.  Nelson is a Crystal Springs writer who contributes to the 
Copiah County Monitor.

Folk artist decorated her yard

Special to Wesson News  
Smith at work.

First Tomato Fest Art Show
Special to Wesson News  
  

Chautauqua Arts Foundation, Inc. 
(CAFI) is joining the Crystal Springs 
Chamber of Commerce Tomato Fes-
tival to produce the inaugural Toma-
to Fest Art Show on June 24 to raise 
funds for construction of a new amphi-
theater at Chautauqua Park. 

The new addition to the Crystal 
Springs Tomato Festival will be at the 
historic and recently renovated Marion 
Building, formerly Biggs Pharmacy, 
located at 101 East Georgetown Street.

Artists are invited to enter whatev-
er inspires them in thirteen categories:  
Media Categories: Painting, Drawing, 
Mixed Media, Sculpture, Wood, Fi-
ber, Ceramic, Mosaic, Metalsmithing, 
Glass, Sculpture, Photography and 
Prints.  Works must be original and 
hand-crafted.  The regular entry fee 
is $25 for works in each category and 
$10 for students up to 18 years old.  

The juried show will award $250 
for  Best of Show, $100 each for two 
Judge’s Choices, $25 for student Best 
of Show and first, second and third 
place ribbons in each category.

Artists may show three pieces of 
work for sale, including non-juried 
pieces, on festival day. CAFI will 
charge a ten percent commission up to 
$50 on each sale.  There will also be 
a Silent Auction, and artist donations 
will be appreciated.

Download the show guidelines and 
an entry form at cafi-ms.org.  Infor-
mation is also available at chautau-
quaeventinfo@gmail.com or 601-927-
1533.  Pick up forms at the Crystal 
Springs Chamber of Commerce office, 
210 East Railroad Avenue.

The Crystal Springs Tomato Festival 
is a popular family-oriented event and 
draws thousands to the Tomatopolis 
for a day of fellowship, good food, en-
tertainment, shopping, a car show and 
Tomato Fest 5K Run/Walk.  Contact 
the Chamber of Commerce (telephone: 
601-892-2711 or email: crystalsprings-
chamber@gmail.com) for information 
on renting a vendor space.
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$25

Antiques, Collectibles 
&

Flea Market Items
Something for everyone!

Ceremonies remember armed forces vets
Wesson News  
  

 Wesson Garden Club (WGC) and 
American Legion Drane-Prine Post 
79 members honored and remem-
bered armed forces veterans in two 
special wreath-laying ceremonies on 
the eve of Memorial Day.

Garden Club members joined Le-
gionnaires and Auxiliary members 
in front of Wesson Legion Hall for 
a Legion ceremony at which World 
War II veteran Alton Ricks and Aux-
iliary member Melnee Frazier placed 
a memorial wreath at the Post's out-
door flag pole to remember POW/
MIAs and fallen war veterans.

Following the Legion ceremony, 
guests, veterans and city officials 
joined Wesson Legionnaires and 
Garden Club members at the Blue 
Star Memorial on the east side of 
Highway 51 at Church Street for a 
second wreath laying ceremony led 
by the Garden Club.  Legion Post 
Commander Bobby Thornton, Aux-
iliary member Kim Whittington 
and WGC President Dixie Thornton 
placed the memorial wreath at the 
Blue Star Marker.

At the Legion ceremony, Com-
mander Thornton noted people will 
place flags at the graves of fallen 
armed forces heroes, and urged them 
to say the veterans’ names out loud 
and a prayer in remembrance of that 
brave soul. 

The Memorial Day holiday is “a 
powerful reminder of the high cost 
of freedom that millions of Ameri-
cans have paid since our country was 
founded,” Thornton said.  “It’s a sa-

cred opportunity to honor the sacri-
fices of our sons and daughters who 
didn’t make it home. “As we cele-
brate their legacy, let’s continue to 
keep their memories alive and mar-
vel at their shared fundamental qual-
ities. They embodied courage, pride, 
determination, selflessness, dedica-
tion to duty and great personal integ-
rity – all the values needed to serve a 
cause larger than themselves.”

WGC President Dixie Thornton 

said National Garden Clubs Inc. 
started the Blue Star Highway mark-
er program to honor veterans in 1945.  
“Our Blue Star Highway marker, 
placed by the Wesson Garden Club, 
stands proudly on this corner of our 
town reminding all who pass of the 
bravery and sacrifice of the men and 
women who serve and have served in 
the United States Armed Forces de-
fending our great nation,” she said.

At the marker with the wreath-lay-
ing, WGC members and veterans led 
a ceremony of remembrance cele-
brating “the many brave men and 
women who gave their all to our 
country,” “the price of freedom and 
the many soldiers, airmen, marines 
and sailors whose lives were lost to 
protect it” and “the families who lost 
a loved one in service to our coun-
try.”

Wesson Garden Club is a member 
of The Garden Clubs of Mississip-
pi Inc, National Garden Clubs Inc., 
Deep South Garden Clubs Inc., and 
Natchez Trace District Garden Clubs 
of Mississippi.

Wesson News  
Wreath-laying at Wesson Blue Star Memorial.

Legionnaires visiting local schools
Special to Wesson News  
  

 In line with the American Legion’s focus on support of children 
and youth and Military Child Month during April and Military Family 
Month during May, local Legionnaires from Post 79 and members of 
its Auxiliary Unit have been visiting area elementary schools to talk 
about the American flag, military veterans, and service to the country.

They  made stops at Copiah Academy on April 12 and May 3, Wes-
son Attendance Center on May 4 and 5 and Enterprise Elementary 
School on May 8.

Post 79 Commander Bobby Thornton, with the help of Legionnaires 
Butch White, John Wesley and Randy Costilow, spoke at Wesson At-
tendance Center about how to handle the flag  -- how to fold it, how to 
retire it and where to take the flag when it is torn, faded or weathered.   
Fourth grade students  also learned about the meaning of the flag’s 
colors, and were given a flag and a copy of the Our Country’s Flag 
comic book.

Members of Auxiliary Unit 79 presented a Poppy Day program to 
third graders at all three schools.   In addition, Auxiliary District 7 
President Sara Lassiter, with the help of  Auxiliary Unit 79’s Kim 
Whittington and Dixie Thornton, donated copies  of America’s White 
Table to the school libraries.  The book  teaches  children about the 
importance of the White Table at all American Legion Post to honor 
and remember or country’s over 87,000 service members who are or 
were Prisoners of War (POW) or Missing in Action (MIA).

Contact the American Legion Post 79 at 601-951-5871 about mak-
ing a school presentation.Special to Wesson News   

Post 70 Commander Bobby Thornton talks about flag care.  
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• Honoring ALL policies and arrangements made and 
written by any other funeral service provider
• Most Experienced Staff  to serve your family
• Most Spacious Facility offered in our area
• Best Priced and Most Thoughtfully arranged services
• Offering the most affordable pricing on 
Pre-Arrangements or Time of  Need Services
• Also offering Monuments and Markers for all 
Cemeteries for any budget

Serving your family with Christian values

601-833-6680
76 US-51, Brookhaven  www.riverwoodfamily.com

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the generator 
with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(601) 460-0256

FREE
7-Year Extended
Warranty* – A $695 Value!

Directions: 
1. Preheat your oven to 375 degrees.  (Hold on to your lug nuts because something 
good is fixing to happen!)

2. In large bowl, add broken eggs, sugar, 1 cup of chocolate, ½ quart of whipping 
creaming, 2 caps of rum extract (drink a shot if you like) and 1 cup of pecan 
pieces.

3. Stir this mixture vigorously.

4. Tear the hot dog buns into small 
pieces and add to the mixture.

5. Pour the mixture into a large 
cooking pan (i.e., 13 x 19-inches).

6. Sprinkle cinnamon lightly over 
top of mixture, and then spread 
another cup of pecans over it.

7. Bake at 375 degrees in your pre-
heated oven for 45 minutes.

8. While your pudding is cooking, 
prepare the topping sauce:

1.  In a sauce pan, mix 1 cup of 
chocolate, 2 caps of rum extract 
(again, drink another shot if 
you like) and ½ quart of heavy 
whipping cream.

2. Place over low to medium heat on your stove burner.

3. Stir constantly until chocolate has melted.

4. Pour sauce over pudding when cooked.  For extra sweetness, add powdered 
sugar if you desire.  Slice pudding according to your taste.  Serves 24 for a party.

Chow Time: Pecan bread pudding for Southern palates
By Guest Columnist Charles Fortson, Jr.

Old fashioned bread pudding is a popular Southern dessert, the recipes of which have been 
handed down by many cooks.

Well-known Wesson cook Clancy Hewitt, who worked with me 
and in more than a few area eateries, helped me develop this bread 
pudding adapted from recipes several cooks have passed on over 
the years.

Bread pudding is not only a favorite for tasting so good, but it 
keeps well as a leftover because it reheats and freezes well.

CHOW
TIME

Ingredients:
12 eggs.

Rum extract.

2 cups of pecan pieces.

2 cups of sugar.                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                              

3 hot dog bun eight-packs.

2 cups of white chocolate.

1 quart of heavy whipping cream.

2 teaspoons of cinnamon.

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Charles Fortson, Jr., is proprietor-chef at Uncle Ray’s across from Lake 
Lincoln State Park.  He makes lunches and dinners to take out or for table service, while also 
operating a convenience store and bait shop at his Sunset Road location.  Follow his cook-
ing tips on Uncle Ray’s Facebook page or call 601-643-0174 to check on his daily specials.
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Lowery, Payn, Leggett & Bellipanni (LPLB) is pleased to
announce its name change and to welcome James

Bellipanni, CPA, to the firm’s partner group. LPLB offers a
full suite of tax, assurance, and advisory services to

businesses and individuals across Southwest Mississippi. 

(601) 833 - 1456 
207 S. Railroad Avenue | Brookhaven, MS

310 E. Broad Street | Monticello, MS

Miss Mississippi highlights conference

Special to Wesson News  
  

Miss Mississippi 2022 brought her special passion for music to Co-Lin’s annual 
“Grit and Grace” women’s conference last month to help an audience of more 
than 100 area women reflect on making tough decisions, overcoming obstacles 
and maintaining charm to chart their success.  

Emmie Perkins from Hattiesburg, who was crowned Miss Mississippi in June 
2022, got a relatively late start in the pageant world, and did not start competing 
until she was in college after learning about the scholarship opportunities associ-
ated with the competitions.  She sang a rendition of Brandi Carlile's "The Story" 
in the talent portion of the Miss Mississippi competition, and is an outspoken ad-
vocate for the arts and music and initiated Music is Medicine that brings musical 
performances into healthcare facilities and nursing homes throughout the state.

At the Co-Lin event, she cited Proverbs 31, a Biblical exhortation to women 
to “speak out, judge righteously and defend the rights of the poor and needy” 
and includes ode to a “capable wife” whose clothing are “strength and dignity” 
and “opens her mouth with wisdom.”  She called on members of her audience to 
become Proverbs 31 women by looking to the letters that spell MUSIC to remind 
them of what will give them the grit and grace they need:

• M for motivation – understanding what gets you out of bed in the morning so 
you’ll work hard with the right attitude.  “Music motivated me,” Perkins said.

• U for uniqueness – being who you are and sharing it by walking the stage 
with confidence.  “For me, it was it was competing as a short 5-foot 1-inch 
contestant in a pageant.”

• S for success – having that “Peter Pan” feeling of flying, cheering the people 
around you while not comparing yourself with others.

• I for influence – leading with the right words that make other people some-
body and avoiding hurtful words.

• C for compassion – being kind and loving, turning lives around by being pos-
itive.

Co-Lin started the Grit and Grace conference in 2019 to both honor successful 
women and encourage their continuing efforts by providing an inspiring educa-
tional and empowering experience for them.  This year, “Clothing Yourself in 
Strength and Dignity” framed the program thematically.

Co-Lin’s Amanda Hood reminded conference attendees that “grit is about effort 
through determination and strength,” grace encompasses compassions, humility 
and poise” and “grace and grit together in relationship spawn success.”

“This special conference is designed to help women develop themselves profes-
sionally and find fulfillment in everything they do,” noted Co-Lin President Dr. 
Jane Hulon Sims, who significantly is culminating her successful career at Co-Lin 
at the end of next month.

“There are absolutely no limits to what women can achieve, especially when 
they are equipped with the right tools, the right plan and the right attitude.  That’s 
what this conference is all about.  Participants will go away with meaningful in-
sights as they learn from others who face the same life situations.”

In addition to the educational aspect of the conference, the event provided an 
opportunity for participants to network as they enjoyed a three-course luncheon 
prepared by Chef Chris McSweyn, who formerly prepared meals and was a man-
ger/owner at Porches Restaurant, a dining landmark in Wesson for many years.

Ms. Brenda Holder Roberts 
Ms. Brenda Holder Roberts, 70, 

of Wesson, died May 20, 2023, in 
Brookhaven, MS. She was born in 
Hazlehurst, MS, on December 8, 
1952, to W.D. Holder and Emma Mae 
Barlow Holder. 

She was a graduate of Hazlehurst 
High School and Copiah Lincoln Com-
munity College. While at Co-Lin, she 
was a member of the Collettes. Ms. 
Roberts enjoyed a variety of hobbies, 
including Scrap Happy Mama’s Scrap-
booking Club and the Red Hat Society. 
She retired from Co-Lin where she was 
Librarian for many years. 

She is preceded in death by her par-
ents and one grandson, Joshua Ellis 
Tarver.

She is survived by her children, 
William Daniel Roberts and Jamie 
Tarver Roberts; sister, Debbie Davis; 
three grandchildren, Chasity Paige 
Henderson, William Laine Roberts, 
and Victoria Nichole Tarver; and one 
great grandchild, Thea Elanor Kelly. 
She is also survived by many other 
loving family members and friends. 

Condolences and other information 
are available online at:
www.riverwoodfamily.com. 

OBITUARY

visit us online at WessonNews.com
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WE MAKE HOUSE CALLS
We Will Purchase for CA$H...

SCRAP GOLD • COIN COLLECTIONS
GOLD & SILVER COINS • STERLING FLATWARE

DIAMONDS • OLD PAPER MONEY
RARE COINS • ROLEXES/HIGH-END WATCHES

NICK CLARK • 601-317-2536
 LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED

AUCTIONEER • APPRAISER • BUSINESS BROKER

Wednesday - Saturday 11am - 6pm

Special to Wesson News  
  

Basketball day camps for girls and boys in the first through sixth grade started 
Co-Lin’s camping season for children and youth last month, and a theater camp 
being held this week will present a performance of Legally Blonde the Musical on 
Saturday, June 17.

Into July, the college is offering 11 athletic camps and five non-athletic learning 
camps on the Wesson campus, a “College 4 Kids” program with an assortment of 
learning experiences at its Simpson County Center and eight camping choices, in-
cluding tennis lessons, in the “Kids College” on its Natchez campus.

At the basketball day camps on May 25 and May 26 and a football youth camp 
for children and youth five years old to 13 years held last week on June 5 and 6, 
Co-Lin coaches taught campers, regardless of their abilities, sound fundamentals of 
the sports in a pleasant learning environment at Wesson.  This week (June 12-15), 
children and youth four years old to 14 years old are participating in a similar soccer 
camp, and other camps will focus on baseball and softball fundamentals. 

Last week on June 8 at Stone Stadium on the Wesson campus, a 7 on 7 Football 
Camp provided participants a taste of competition in a unique version of football 
that emphasizes passing and route-running.  Teams with seven players vied against 
each other in at least five games, including an elimination tournament, on a 40-yard 
field on which they were allowed only two first downs when they had possession of 
the ball.  The players wore no pads because there was no tackling, but were downed 
when touched below their necks.  

Upcoming athletic camps are:

• June 15.
Soccer teams, most of them from local schools, will play in a 7 v 7 tournament 
on Wesson campus fields.  Seven players are on each team, which compete under 
rules different from regular soccer towards honing their skills and building their 
understanding of the sport.  $250 registration fee per team.

• Offensive and defensive football linemen from area schools will practice fun-
damentals of their positions and scrimmage against each other at OL/DL Camp 
at Stone Stadium.  Registration is at Pitts Field House on the Wesson campus 
starting at 8:30 a.m.  The fee is $60.  Participants should bring their own helmets, 
athletic gear and cleats.  Contact Coach Fleming at 601-551-4290 for information.

• June 19-21.
Baseball Kids Summer Camp is June 19-21 from 9 a.m.to 12:30 p.m. at Wesson’s 
Sullivan Field for children six years old to 12 years old ($100 registration fee).

• July 14.
Second  7 v 7 soccer tournament on Wesson campus fields for teams.  $250 reg-
istration fee.

• July 24-27.
Second soccer fundamentals camp for children and youth four years old to 14 
years old.  $150 registration fee.

Non-athletes started their camps this week:

• On the Wesson campus, a Programming and Robotics Camp is meeting June 
12 to 15 to educate campers ages 11 to 13 on logic and the fundamentals of pro-
gramming for online gaming and robotics.  The Co-Lin Theater Department is 
working with children in the fourth through 12th grades June 12 to 17 to present 
a performance of Legally Blonde the Musical at 5:30 p.m. on Saturday, June 17, 
that will be directed and choreographed by Co-Lin staffers Bobby G. Helms and 
Wendi Case.

• “College 4 Kids” for seven year old to ten year old children is also meeting June 
12 to 15 at Co-Lin’s Simpson County Center, mixing outdoor fun with studies 
focused on the earth and science, robotics and engineering and agriculture and 
farm safety.  

• “Little Picassos,” an introduction to basic art techniques for children in grades 
one to four, is also meeting June 12 to 15 to begin “Kids College” on the Co-Lin 
Natchez campus.   Classes also begin in tennis for children in the first to third 
grade, “Tasty Treats” (learning to design, dipping and selling delightful snacks) 
for youth in sixth to eighth grade and “Custom Treasures” (learning to make 
bracelets and iPhone bands with beads, charms, watch connectors and other ma-
terials) for children in fourth to sixth grade.

Upcoming camps on the Wesson campus are:

• July 10, 11 & 12.
Pee Wee Cheer Camp (July 10 & 11) led by Co-Lin cheerleaders teaches dance, 
cheers, chants and jumps based on grade and ability to children from four years 
old to nine years old.  Campers will perform for parents at end of camp.  9 a.m.-12 
noon.  $60 fee.

“Drum Days’ teaches marching percussion (July 10 & 11, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.) and drum 
set (July 12, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.), with instruction from Buddy Gibbons, whose projects 
include ESPN, NBC, Fox Sports, Super Bowl 52 and Los Angeles Dodgers, for 
youth in the nineth grade and above.  Fee is $50.  Registration deadline is July 6.  
For information, contact Chad Austin at 601-543-8387 or chad.austin@colin.edu.

• July 13-14.
Color Guard Camp for youth in eighth grade and above who participate in color 
guards or aspire to be part of them at their schools. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.  Fee is $40.  Reg-
istration deadline is July 6.  Contact Cody McElwain at 601-643-8431 or cody.
mcelwain@colin.edu.  

Other camps at the Natchez Kids College are:

• June 19-22.
“Crafty Kids” on drawing, painting and sculpting for fifth to seventh graders.  $65 
fee.  Tennis for fourth to sixth graders.  $70 fee.  “Tasty Treats” for fifth to seventh 
graders.  $80 fee.  “Custom Treasurers” for seventh and eighth graders.  $70 fee.

• July 10-13.
“We’ve Go Spirit” on dance for children in second grade to fifth grade.  $60 fee.  
Tennis for seventh and eighth graders.  $70 fee.  “Tasty Treats” for sixth to eighth 
graders.  $80 fee.

• July 10-20.
“Big Apple Performers” on the art of theater for fifth to eighth graders.  $85 fee.

• July 17-20.
“Cheer Squad” on body positions, chant, twists, flexibility and tumbling skills for 
cheerleading geared to fourth to sixth graders.  $60 fee.  Tennis for second to fifth 
graders.  $70 fee.  “Tasty Treats” for fifth to seventh graders.  $80 fee.

• July 17-20.
“Crafty Crochet” for fifth to seventh graders.  $65 fee

For information, call 601-643-5101 (Wesson campus), 601-422-9111 (Natchez 
campus) and 601-849-5149 (Simpson County Center).

Co-Lin camps run into July
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Roland Price
110 Market Place
Hazlehurst, MS 39083

MarketplaceMotors.net
601-750-2277

Across from Walmart

Just bring in your last pay stub and your 
down payment and drive out TODAY!

•2013 Honda Accord LX, Automatic, great gas mileage, Burgundy Beauty!
•2008 Honda S2000, Rare find, only 57,000 miles, fast, fun and furious! 
•2014 Ford Explorer XLT, Rare third seat model, Rear A/C and Heat, Like new!
•2012 Lexus RX350 AWD, Leather, Navi, Sunroof, Rear Camera, Super Nice!
•2012 GMC Yukon XL Denali, Sunroof, DVD, Leather, Bose, Rear Camera !
•2015 Nissan Pathfinder SV, 3rd Row Seat, Rear AC and Heat, MP3, Nice!
•2017 (2) Chev 1500 Crew Cab Z71 4WD, Leather Buckets, rear view Camera, Like New
•2013 Ford F150 FX4, 4WD, Crew Cab, Low Mileage, NAVI, Rear Camera, Buckets, Super Sharp
•2014 Ford F150 Crew Cab XLT 4wd, Fx4, Buckets, Tonneau Cover, Older man trade in, Nice Truck
•2008 BMW 528i, one owner, only 61k miles, Leather, Sunroof, Like new
•2010 Dodge Ram 2500 SLT Mega Cab, Local Trade, RWD, Hemi, Tow Pkge, Super Nice!
•2014 (3) GMC Crew Cab Z71 4wd, Leather Buckets, Bose music, Both are Loaded!
•2007 Toyota 4Runner SR5, Low mileage, 6 cyl, Super Nice and well cared for
•2011 GMC 1500 Sierra RWD, X Cab, Low mileage, one owner, PW, PL, Small v8, New Tires
•2011 Chev 1500 X Cab 4wd , low mileage, Z71-LT, 5.3 v8, Super Nice
•2011 Mercedes E-Class 350 Luxury package, the nicest one we v̓e ever had, dont miss it.
•2007 JEEP Wrangler 2 door, low mileage, automatic, hard top, almost new tires, super nice
•2005 Nissan Frontier King Cab, Low Mileage, 6 cylinder, Automatic, Dont mis this rare find!
•2013 Toyota Rav4 XLE Pkge, Automatic, Low Mileage, Nice
•2016 Chev Suburban LT, Leather, Rear A/C, Like New!
•2014 Ford Focus Titanium edition, Leather, Sunroof, Low Mileage, Great gas milage.
•2009 Honda Pilot EXL, Low Mileage, Leather, Sunroof, 3rd row seat, Super Nice!
•2012 Honda Accord EXL, Sunroof, Leather, Low Mileage, 36 MPG

SOLD!

SOLD!
SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

LITTLE LOT - BIG SAVINGS

2014 GMC Crew Cab SLT, Z71 4WD, Leather Buckets
Lifted, Custom Wheels, Almost new Toyo’s Low Miles, Sharp!

2017 Chevrolet Silverado LTZ 4WD, Leather Buckets
Bose Music, NAVI, Rear Camera, Like New!

COME LOOK!

BANKRUPTCY

Grindstaff  Law

CHAPTER 13
DEBT CONSOLIDATION

WE ARE A DEBT RELIEF AGENCY, WE HELP PEOPLE FILE FOR BANKRUPTCY RELIEF UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE

840 E. River Place Ste 605
Jackson MS  39202

601-346-6443

121 1/2 W. Cherokee St
Brookhaven, MS

601-684-1798

CHAPTER 7
DEBT ELIMINATION

$545 +  court cost
             uncontested

$37 Attorneys fees   $313 Court fee
$50 Credit Counseling 

$400 to file

98 Co-Lin grads from Wesson

Wesson News  
  

 Co-Lin graduated 443 students at its 2023 spring commencement,  includ-
ing 205 from Crystal Springs, Georgetown, Hazlehurst and Wesson in Copiah 
County. 

Ninety-eight graduates were from Wesson, 65 from Crystal Springs, 41 from 
Hazlehurst and one from Georgetown:

• Crystal Springs: Landa N. Alhanshaly, Navarion Sewan Benson, Chris-
tian Chandler Callahan, Shelby Drew Courtney, Cornelius Cortex Cunningham, 
Charles Carson Flumm, Tasia Rena Glasper, Zykerion Tramaine Holloway, An-
gela Noel Kelly, Shay Danielle Matrick, Kaitlyn Alise McMillian, Arien Grace 
Phillips, Aqavious Trevontae Pickett, Demond Quintae Powell, Larry Jan Re-
taesquivel, Catrina Lachell Robinson, Jennifer Santos Marcelino, Lainey Claire 
Smith, Abigail Autumn Lee Starkey, Mattie Virginia White, and Justin Gage 
Zeigler

• Georgetown: Alijah Jackson Jackson

• Hazlehurst: Akura Traneshia Brown, Preston J. Chapman, Sabra Leo-
na Fortenberry, Shannyn Alexis Gandy, Anessa Arie Harris, Dinetta Hillard, 
Jaquashia Q. Hillard, Dion Market Jones, Bryce Patrick Ledet, Cory M. Nich-
ols, Tina Marie Reed, Dynasty K. Sumrall, Omarion Tanner and Kavin Torae 
Wright

• Wesson: Kayla Alana Barfield, Timothy Alexander Bergeron, Garrett 
William Boutwell, William Cooper Brinson, Gunar Eli Brister, Dontrel Louis 
Brown, Hannah Marie Burgess, Caitlyn Marie Burns, William Colton Falvey, 
Nicholas Scott Grady, Abby Danielle Harrison, Hannah D’lane Henderson, Sky-
lar Laine James, Hannah Nicolle Jarreau, Preston Lee, Larson Pouncey Lewis, 
Peyton Michael Lewis, Shelby Leighann Martin, Cody L. Meredith, Aaron Kyle 
Mooney, Judith Michelle Moore, Derek Mora, Chandler Blake Price, Ryleigh 
Paige Sheppard, Jaiden Colson Smith, Kelsey Garrett Smith, Breanna Hope 
Sullivan, Brian Keyshawn Thomas, Christopher L Viramontez, Jayden Kesean 
Weathersby, Amber Lynn Westbrook, Zackary Barlow Woods and Christalyn 
Gianna Penn

Special to Wesson News  
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Our campus offers senior living with your choice of
· Apartments & Garden Homes for Independent Lifestyles

· Assisted Living Studios & Apartments
· Memory Support Living in Green House® Homes

Call today for your personal tour!
(601) 857-5011

2300 Seven Springs Road • Raymond, MS 39154

Celebration. Innovation. Hope.

Riggs Manor
Retirement Community

Wesson Founders’ Day
Special to Wesson News  
  

 Town folk celebrated Wesson 
last month shopping, listening to 
music and dancing at the annual 
Founders’ Day festivities.  A 5K 
Run/Walk race started events on 
the evening of May 5.  Events 
the next day included crowning 
of a new queen, who will assist 
the Chamber of Commerce with 
their activities over the next 12 
months; and a parade and fire-
works that fired the spirit of the 
crowds.

All photos Special to Wesson News   

Outgoing Founders’ Day Queen Ally Sullivan 
crowns new Queen, Mackenzie Martin.

In runners 5K race under 20 age category, 
second, first and third place finishers (left to 
right) were Noah Brister, Brendon Duguid 
and A.J. Perkins.

Yemy Wolfe finished first among runners in 
21-35 age category in 5K race.

Retiring Co-Lin President Dr. Jane Hulon Sims presided as Marshal of the 
Founders’ Day parade.

First, second and third place finishers 
among walkers in 5K race were (left to 
right) Brian Norwood, Maddy Walker and 
Brendan Bowman.

In runners 5K race 36-50 age category, 
third, first and second place finishers (left 
to right) were Jennifer Johnson, Michale 
Johnson and Ricky Breazeale.
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894 Natchez Dr. & 230 N. Jackson St., Brookhaven • 601-833-1441 • www.brookhavenfuneralhome.net

Brookhaven Funeral Home 
Pre-arrangment Special O�er

$2,350.00 o� of original price!
Full Traditional Funeral Services and

your choice of either quality steel or wood casket
Pre -arranging locks in todays price and

ensures your family will know your true wishes

for $6,195.00*
*monthly payments are available

“A Family Serving Families”
As a minister and a father to five daughters,

Lance Moak understands the importance
of family. Lance specializes in helping people
pre-arrange funeral services, taking away the

di�cult task of tough decisions at a most
stressful time from your loved ones. 

To discuss the many options available to you,
contact Lance Moak at  601-384-7290

or Wayne Smith 601-833-1441

"Because a Life Well Lived Deserves a Service Well Planned"

WHS seniors get scholarship help Loy honored as STAR student

Special to Wesson News  
  

 Thirty Wesson High School graduating seniors will be going to col-
leges and universities with scholarship assistance.

 Eighteen WHS seniors will be heading to Co-Lin on scholarship 
(see photo). 

Eleven seniors will be going to other colleges and universities with 
direct assistance from them as well as support from other organiza-
tions:  Jo'vontae May, Dawson Butler, Jayonce Stewart, AJ Perkins, 
Victoria Silvan, Grayson Coates, Cole Short, Emma Thaxton, Lexie 
Freeman, Kiara Haynes and Akiria Brown.

Among the varied organizations providing scholarship asssistance 
to WHS students are:

• 4H/Southern Ag to Jaylynn Cloy.

• Jim Lowery Memorial Scholarship to Gabe Selman.
 
• Wesson Lions Club to Gabe Selman (Jimmy Hodges Memorial), 

Sarajo Dear and Madeline Smith (James.M. Lewis Scholarship).
 
• Crystal Springs Junior Auxiliary to Akiria Brown.
 
• Copiah County Minister's Alliance to Jayonce Stewart and Kiara 

Haynes.
 
• Mississippi Association of Supervisors to Emma Thaxton and Al-

lyson Sullivan.
 
• Zeta Phi Beta  to  Kiara Haynes, Akiria Brown, and Jayonce Stew-

art

Special to Wesson News  
  

 Will Loy and Coach Hank Jordan are the Wesson Attendance Center 2022-
23 STAR student and teacher.

The Mississippi Economic Council and its M.B. Swayze Foundation spon-
sor the Student-Teach-
er Recognition pro-
gram to encourage                                                           
scholastic achievement 
among Mississippi high 
school students.  The 
program emphasizes 
scholast ic  excel lence 
and encourages greater                                                         
scholastic effort among 
state students, and rec-
ognizes the important 
role of the teaching pro-
fession in advancing the 
achievement of students.

Loy, the son of Jere-
my and Sarah Loy, he 
earned a composite score 
of 32 and a Super Score 
of 33 on his ACT. He is 
an honor roll student and 
a member of the Beta 
Club.  Loy received nu-
merous academic awards 
throughout his school career.  He was chosen by the student body and staff 
as Mr. Wesson High School and as Most Athletic in Senior Who’s Who.  Loy 
has been a member of the football team for six years, the baseball team for 
six years, and the golf team for three years.  Among his athletic awards, he 
was honored as the 2022 3A Offensive player of the year in football. He is 
an active member of First Baptist Church of Brookhaven and plans to attend 
Co-Lin to play football before transferring to a university.

 Coach Jordan is currently in his fifth year at Wesson and tenth year in 
teaching.  He teaches Physics, Chemistry, and AP Chemistry and is the De-
fensive Coordinator for the football team and the Head Boys’ Soccer Coach.  
Jordan earned his Bachelor’s degree in Sports Coaching Education with a 
minor in Biology from The University of Southern Mississippi in 2013.  He 
is married to Jennifer Byrd. Jordan and is the father of two children, Ray and 
Anna Collins.

Among other recognitions of its students at the end of the school term, 
WAC also:

• Inducted Loy along with Taylor Papizan and Orrin Ainsworth into its 
Hall of Fame.  

• Honored Loy with Allyson Sullivan with its Senior Service Award.  
• Presented its Senior Character Award to Papizan and Ainsworth. 
• Presented its Senior Citizenship Award to Marley Channell and Grayson 

Coates.

Special to Wesson News   

Eighteen Wesson High School graduates will be going to Co-Lin on scholarships awarded 
by the school and assistance provided by other organizations.  They include (front left to 
right), Madalynn McManus, Marley Channell, Emma Thaxton, Olivia Grantham, Allyson 
Sullivan, Taylor Papizan, Gabe Selman, Jaylynn Cloy, Kalyn Benton, (back left to right) 
Connor Brister, Caleb Sutton, Ethan Laird, Will Loy, Justin Hailey, Lena Coleman, Sarajo 
Dear, Chloey Smith and Abbie Edwards

Special to Wesson News   

Will Loy
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Roland Price
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Hazlehurst, MS 39083

MarketplaceMotors.net
601-750-2277

Across from Walmart

Just bring in your last pay stub and your 
down payment and drive out TODAY!

•2013 Honda Accord LX, Automatic, great gas mileage, Burgundy Beauty!
•2008 Honda S2000, Rare find, only 57,000 miles, fast, fun and furious! 
•2014 Ford Explorer XLT, Rare third seat model, Rear A/C and Heat, Like new!
•2012 Lexus RX350 AWD, Leather, Navi, Sunroof, Rear Camera, Super Nice!
•2012 GMC Yukon XL Denali, Sunroof, DVD, Leather, Bose, Rear Camera !
•2015 Nissan Pathfinder SV, 3rd Row Seat, Rear AC and Heat, MP3, Nice!
•2017 (2) Chev 1500 Crew Cab Z71 4WD, Leather Buckets, rear view Camera, Like New
•2013 Ford F150 FX4, 4WD, Crew Cab, Low Mileage, NAVI, Rear Camera, Buckets, Super Sharp
•2014 Ford F150 Crew Cab XLT 4wd, Fx4, Buckets, Tonneau Cover, Older man trade in, Nice Truck
•2008 BMW 528i, one owner, only 61k miles, Leather, Sunroof, Like new
•2010 Dodge Ram 2500 SLT Mega Cab, Local Trade, RWD, Hemi, Tow Pkge, Super Nice!
•2014 (3) GMC Crew Cab Z71 4wd, Leather Buckets, Bose music, Both are Loaded!
•2007 Toyota 4Runner SR5, Low mileage, 6 cyl, Super Nice and well cared for
•2011 GMC 1500 Sierra RWD, X Cab, Low mileage, one owner, PW, PL, Small v8, New Tires
•2011 Chev 1500 X Cab 4wd , low mileage, Z71-LT, 5.3 v8, Super Nice
•2011 Mercedes E-Class 350 Luxury package, the nicest one we v̓e ever had, dont miss it.
•2007 JEEP Wrangler 2 door, low mileage, automatic, hard top, almost new tires, super nice
•2005 Nissan Frontier King Cab, Low Mileage, 6 cylinder, Automatic, Dont mis this rare find!
•2013 Toyota Rav4 XLE Pkge, Automatic, Low Mileage, Nice
•2016 Chev Suburban LT, Leather, Rear A/C, Like New!
•2014 Ford Focus Titanium edition, Leather, Sunroof, Low Mileage, Great gas milage.
•2009 Honda Pilot EXL, Low Mileage, Leather, Sunroof, 3rd row seat, Super Nice!
•2012 Honda Accord EXL, Sunroof, Leather, Low Mileage, 36 MPG

SOLD!

SOLD!
SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

SOLD!

LITTLE LOT - BIG SAVINGS

2014 GMC Crew Cab SLT, Z71 4WD, Leather Buckets
Lifted, Custom Wheels, Almost new Toyo’s Low Miles, Sharp!

2017 Chevrolet Silverado LTZ 4WD, Leather Buckets
Bose Music, NAVI, Rear Camera, Like New!

COME LOOK!

Officials going to 
MML conference 
Special to Wesson News  
  

 Wesson’s Mayor, City Clerk, Public Works Director and Alder-
men will all be part of the 92nd Mississippi Municipal League 
(MML) conference at Biloxi from June 25 to 29.

 Aldermen approved travel to the event at their May meeting.  
This year’s conference, with an agenda framed thematically as 

“Get in the Game – A Playbook 
for Municipal MVPs” -- will fea-
ture occasions for attendees to 
meet candidates for statewide 
office face-to-face, including 
forums to ask them questions 
about critical issues confronting 
Mississippi municipalities.  The 
event will also offer its usual ar-
ray of timely educational courses 
and important networking oppor-
tunities for participants, conference planners say. 

In their meeting, the Aldermen also approved sending a letter 
of recommendation from Mayor Alton Shaw to the Mississippi 
Municipal Court Clerks Association (MMCCA) Executive Board 
that urges consideration of Town Clerk Angela Hester for the 
open position as Trustee from the Central-Central District en-
compassing Holmes, Yazoo, Sharkey, Issaquena, Warren, Hinds, 
Claiborne and Jefferson as well as Copiah Counties.  Hester 
meets the requirements for the job, including at least five years 
of service as a city clerk, three years membership in MMCCA, 
certification as a Municipal Clerk by the state, designation by 
International Institute of Municipal Clerks (IIMC) as a Certified 
Municipal Clerk and two years service on an MMCCA commit-
tee.

In other action, the Aldermen voted to:

• Hire Danny Ready as a part time police officer.

• Establish a special fund at Trustmark Bank for drug-seized 
monies.

• Purchase a laptop computer for the Town Clerk to use in the 
Court Room and remote to the Clerk’s desktop computer 
when out of the office.
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BANKRUPTCY

Grindstaff  Law

CHAPTER 13
DEBT CONSOLIDATION

WE ARE A DEBT RELIEF AGENCY, WE HELP PEOPLE FILE FOR BANKRUPTCY RELIEF UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE

840 E. River Place Ste 605
Jackson MS  39202

601-346-6443

121 1/2 W. Cherokee St
Brookhaven, MS

601-684-1798

CHAPTER 7
DEBT ELIMINATION

$545 +  court cost
             uncontested

$37 Attorneys fees   $313 Court fee
$50 Credit Counseling 

$400 to file

Our campus offers senior living with your choice of
· Apartments & Garden Homes for Independent Lifestyles

· Assisted Living Studios & Apartments
· Memory Support Living in Green House® Homes

Call today for your personal tour!
(601) 857-5011

2300 Seven Springs Road • Raymond, MS 39154

Celebration. Innovation. Hope.

Riggs Manor
Retirement Community

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the generator 
with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(601) 460-0256

FREE
7-Year Extended
Warranty* – A $695 Value!
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Lowery, Payn, Leggett & Bellipanni (LPLB) is pleased to
announce its name change and to welcome James

Bellipanni, CPA, to the firm’s partner group. LPLB offers a
full suite of tax, assurance, and advisory services to

businesses and individuals across Southwest Mississippi. 

(601) 833 - 1456 
207 S. Railroad Avenue | Brookhaven, MS

310 E. Broad Street | Monticello, MS

Thanks for supporting
our expanded digital issue!

Antiques, Collectibles 
&

Flea Market Items
Something for everyone!

Wednesday - Saturday 11am - 6pm

Dave Pace
Kevin Laird

TOP QUALITY MEMORIALS
When It's Permanent, Trust the Professionals

Check out our HUGE selection
Remember the people you love

with a top quality memorial from Brookhaven Monument Company.
Springtime means new inventory arriving weekly

Your FIRST Choice for Over 70 Years

• Honoring ALL policies and arrangements made and 
written by any other funeral service provider
• Most Experienced Staff  to serve your family
• Most Spacious Facility offered in our area
• Best Priced and Most Thoughtfully arranged services
• Offering the most affordable pricing on 
Pre-Arrangements or Time of  Need Services
• Also offering Monuments and Markers for all 
Cemeteries for any budget

Serving your family with Christian values

601-833-6680
76 US-51, Brookhaven  www.riverwoodfamily.com



Wesson NewsJune, 2023 17

Sports Bar & Restaurant 
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218 S. Whitworth Avenue, Brookhaven  601-990-2366

SHOP ‘N WASH
510 Main Street • Wesson

601-643-5676 • Open Everyday

HUNT
BROTHERS

PIZZA
Whole or By the Hunk

Takeout Food & Groceries
  Monday - Saturday  4 a.m.- 9 p.m.  Sunday 4 a.m.- 6 p.m.

CHICKEN ON
A STICK • SWEET TEA •

Retirement, storms, voting & useless grants
Special to Wesson News  
  

 Epidemiologist retires.  After 30 years, Dr. Paul Byers is retiring as State 
Epidemiologist at the Mississippi State Department of Health (MSDH).  Dr. 
Kathryn Taylor is replacing him as Interim State Epidemiologist effective 
July 1.  Byers has served in numerous leadership positions during his tenure 
at MSDH. He served as Deputy State Health Officer and the medical director 
for several county health department clinics, the Office of Epidemiology, and 
the Office of Communicable Diseases before becoming State Epidemiologist 
in 2016. Serving as Deputy State Epidemiologist since 2019, Dr. Taylor has 
worked previously as District V Health Officer and Medical Consultant for 
the Office of Communicable Diseases.  A Jackson native, Taylor is a gradu-
ate of Mississippi College and the University of Mississippi Medical Center, 
where she completed her residency in family medicine.  She is a member of 
the Council of State and Territorial Epidemiologists, the American Academy 
of Family Physicians, the Mississippi Academy of Family Physicians, and 
the Mississippi State Medical Association.“Dr. Byers will be hugely missed 
– not only for his institutional knowledge and expertise, but also for his 
constant professionalism and patience,” said MSDH State Health Officer Dr. 
Dan Edney. “He has an unparalleled ability to explain complicated issues 
with clarity and simplicity. That has been a huge asset in working with the 
public and our public health partners.”

Hurricane season.  The Atlantic Hurricane Sea-
son started on June 1 and runs through November 30. 
with the most activity occurring between mid August 
and mid-October, and  the peak around September 10.  
There is a developing El Nino, which could suppress 
the number of storms that develop in the Atlantic, but 
record ocean heat and a potentially busy African mon-
soon season could could increase storm activity. 

Absentee ballots.  Mississippi's new restrictions on 
absentee ballots could disenfranchise voters who have 
disabilities by preventing them from receiving help 
from people they trust, according to a lawsuit seeking to block a law set to 
take effect July 1.  Under the legislation, only employees of the U.S. Postal 
Service or other mail carriers and any “family member, household mem-
ber or caregiver" of a person receiving an absentee ballot  can “collect and 
transmit” an absentee ballot. “  Governor Tate Reeves said when he signed 
the new law that it will ban political operatives from collecting and handling 
large numbers of ballots.  Opponents said the new restrictions could hurt 
candidates, campaign workers, nursing home employees or others who make 
good- faith efforts to help people obtain and mail absentee ballots.  The 
federal Voting Rights Act guarantees that people who require help in voting 
because of a disability, blindness or inability to read or write can receive 
assistance “by a person of the voter’s choice.”  Unlike some states that allow 
widespread use of voting by mail, Mississippi already limits absentee bal-
lots to voters who are 65 or older; any voter with a temporary or permanent 
physical disability, any voter who is that person’s caretaker or any voters 
who will be away from their home counties on election day, including col-
lege students.

Useless grant program.  State lawmakers approved sending millions 
of dollars to save Mississippi’s struggling hospitals this year, but hospital 

leaders are running into difficulties trying to access that money.  A third of 
Mississippi’s rural hospitals are at risk of closure, and  many of them were 
counting on the state grants to survive the year.  Legislators in February 
established the grant program -- $103 million to be disseminated among the 
state’s struggling health care providers.  Hospitals were allocated varying 
amounts through a formula that accounted for bed counts, hospital designa-
tion, emergency rooms and other factors.   But there was a hitch:   the money 
wouldn’t come from the state general fund. Instead, it would come from 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds, federal money that can only be 
used to cover COVID-related expenses, which many hospital have already 
claimed and rendering the grant money useless for them.  Some of the state’s 
larger hospitals might be able to get their hands on some of the money, but 
it’s less likely for the state’s smaller, rural hospitals, the intended recipi-
ents of the grants which are in much more dire financial straits.  Unless the 
Department of Health finds out some way to get around some of the issues, 
there doesn’t seem to be an avenue for them to claim any money.

Suit challenges flood insurance.  Attorney General Lynn Fitch has joined 
nine other states in a lawsuit against the federal government over its flood 
insurance rating system.  The rating system calculates the risk of flooding 
for homeowners who have signed up for the National Flood Insurance Pro-

gram and determines their monthly rates. The Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) recently re-
leased an updated version of the system, called “Risk 
Rating 2.0,” which the agency says more accurately de-
termines flood risk and more equitably distributes pre-
mium costs.  But after seeing large rate increases for 
some, Fitch and other state leaders argue the new sys-
tem is hurting homeowners.  Louisiana, Florida, Ida-
ho, Kentucky, Montana, North Dakota, South Carolina, 
Texas and Virginia are also plaintiffs in the lawsuit.  
According to an infographic on FEMA’s website, the 
average policyholder will see an $8 per month increase 
on their premium, and 4% of policyholders will see an 
increase of more than $20 a month. But areas that have 

especially high flood risks, including parts of southeastern Louisiana, will 
have an average increase of over 500%.  Fitch claims some rates will increase 
“by more than 10 times” in Mississippi. Fitch also claims FEMA “failed to 
work collaboratively with state and local governments,” and didn’t account 
for mitigation measures such as levees that kept previous rates lower.

Civil rights investigations.  Thirty-two school districts in  Mississippi  
that are still under federal desegregation orders highlight an array of civil 
rights violations under federal investigations at state jails and police depart-
ments as well. Mississippi has the highest percentage of Black residents of 
any state. It has been home, as have other states, to legal fights over deseg-
regation. In 2017, a Mississippi Delta school district agreed to merge two 
high schools after nearly 50 years of litigation in which the district sought 
to maintain historically Black and white schools.  In addition to school dis-
tricts, five Mississippi jails and prisons have come under federal scrutiny. 
The department is looking into whether the facilities protect prisoners from 
violence and meet housing standards. The facilities include the Mississippi 
State Penitentiary in Parchman, the South Mississippi Correctional Institu-
tion, the Central Mississippi Correctional Facility, the Wilkinson County 
Correctional Facility and a Hinds County Jail.  
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DIRECTV 
HAS THE 
MOST LOCAL 
MLB GAMES
Regional Sports Networks req’d and add’l fees may apply. CHOICE Package or higher. Blackout restr’s apply.  Avail. of RSNs varies by zip code and pkg.

Contact your local DIRECTV dealer!

•  Lock in your price today and get 200+ channels and over 45,000 on    
demand titles 

•  Download your DVR recordings to your devices at home and watch o�ine  
anywhere*

•  Store over 200 hours of HD recordings

•  Watch live sports,  breaking news, and your must-have shows and movies

*DIRECTV APP: Available only in the US. (excl Puerto Rico and U.S.V.I.). Req’s compatible device and data connection; data charges may apply. Not all channels available to stream. Limited to up to 5 concurrent streams. Restr’s apply. Visit directv.com/app for more information. Pricing: CHOICE 
$84.99/mo. for two years. After 2 years, then month to month at then current prevailing prices unless cancelled. Additional Fees & Taxes: Price excludes Advanced Receiver Service Fee of $15/mo. (which is extra and applies to all packages) and Regional Sports Fee of up to $13.99/mo. 
(which is extra & applies to CHOICE and/or MÁS ULTRA and higher Pkgs.), applicable use tax expense surcharge on retail value of installation, custom installation charges, equipment upgrades/add-ons, and certain other add’l fees & chrgs. See directv.com/directv-fees/ for additional information. 
$10/MO. AUTOPAY AND PAPERLESS BILL DISCOUNT: Must enroll in autopay & paperless bill within 30 days of TV activation to receive bill credit starting in 1-3 bill cycles (pay $10 more/mo. until discount begins). Must maintain autopay/paperless bill and valid email address to continue credits. 
DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer Agreements. All o�ers, packages, programming, promotions, features, terms, restrictions and conditions and all prices and fees not included in price guarantee are subject to change without notice. Package, Advanced Receiver 
Service Fee, Regional Sports Fee (varies by zip code) and equipment fees for TV connections are included in two-year price guarantee. Taxes, surcharges, add-on programming (including premium channels), protection plan, transactional fees, and Federal Cost Recovery Fee are not included in two-year 
price guarantee. Some o�ers may not be available through all channels and in select areas. Di�erent o�ers may apply for eligible multi-dwelling unit. Visit directv.com/legal/ or call for details. Access HBO Max through HBO Max app or hbomax.com with your DIRECTV log-in credentials. 
Visit directv.com to verify/create your account. Use of HBO Max is subject to its own terms and conditions, see hbomax.com/terms-of-use for details. Programming and content subj. to change. Requires account to stay in good standing. Upon cancellation of your video service 
you may lose access to HBO Max. If you cancel your service, you will no longer be eligible for this o�er. Limits: Access to one HBO Max account per DIRECTV account holder. May not be stackable w/other o�ers, credits or discounts. To learn more, visit directv.com/hbomax. HBO MAX is used under license. 
Cinemax and related channels and service marks are the property of Home Box O�ce, Inc. Separate SHOWTIME subscription required. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a Paramount Company. All rights reserved. Starz and related channels and service marks are the 
property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. Visit starz.com for airdates/times. MGM+ is a registered trademark of MGM+ Entertainment LLC. ©2023 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and all other DIRECTV marks are trademarks of DIRECTV, LLC. All other marks are the property of their respective owners.

CHOICE™ PACKAGE

for 24 months 
+ taxes and fees.

$8499*

MO.

w/ 24 month agmt.  Autopay and Paperless Bill req'd. Advanced Receiver Service
Fee  $15/mo. and Regional Sports Fee up to $13.99/mo. are extra & apply.

1-866-734-8519

By Guest Columnist Kelsey Neeley  
  

National Foster Care 
Month is an initiative of 
the U.S. Children’s Bu-
reau that seeks to increase 
national awareness of 
foster care issues. South-
ern Christian Services is 
joining in the effort to 
raise awareness for this 
year’s theme, “Strengthening Minds. 
Uplifting Families.” 

According to the Children’s Bureau, 
there are more than 390,000 children 
and youth in the foster care system 
nationwide. Eighty percent of those 
children and youth are experiencing 
significant mental health issues. This 
is four times higher than children in 
the general population.

There are two primary contributing 
factors to the development of a child’s 
mental health. The first is biology. A 
large majority of children served in 
the child welfare system are predis-
posed to mental health challenges at 
birth solely based on genetics being 
passed down to them from their bio-
logical family. The second contribut-
ing factor is environment. Children 
who enter the foster care system have 
been exposed to a wide range of ad-
verse experiences, such as substance 
abuse, deplorable living environ-
ments and abuse by the hands of those 
tasked with caring for them. Studies 
conducted by the CDC show that ad-

verse childhood experiences increase 
the likelihood of a child developing 
long-term emotional, physical and be-
havioral health issues as they age. 

While the odds seem stacked 
against our children, there is hope 
for healing. Research shows that the 
brain of a traumatized child can be 
healed through positive experiences. 
It is through repeated positive, safe 
and loving experiences created in 
connected relationships that a trau-
matized child can truly heal from 
the adversity they have experienced. 
Despite the hope offered for healing, 

mental and behavioral health contin-
ue to be one of largest unmet health 
needs for children and youth in the 
foster care system today. 

Considering these facts, Southern 
Christian Services is committed to 
meeting those needs by providing safe 
places for our Mississippi foster chil-
dren. One way we do this is through 
our therapeutic foster care program. 
This program utilizes a communi-
ty-based and trauma-informed ap-
proach to caring for children and 
youth with mental, emotional and 
behavioral challenges in the least re-

strictive environment possible. The 
program incorporates a “team” ap-
proach by directly engaging the ther-
apeutic foster parents and foster chil-
dren in the healing process. 

It is critical for everyone’s voice to 
be heard and valued in this process. 
By working alongside our therapeutic 
foster parents, we are able to provide 
our parents with practical tools and 
insights to help our Mississippi foster 
children reach their fullest potential 
and heal from the trauma they have 
experienced. 

In addition to providing targeted 
support to our foster parents, we also 
ensure every child has access to quali-
fied mental health therapists who spe-
cialize in treating trauma. 

As an agency, we envision a com-
munity where every child has a safe 
place to call home and the opportunity 
to thrive. You can help give our Mis-
sissippi foster children that opportuni-
ty by becoming a licensed therapeutic 
foster parent. 

To learn more about how you can 
change a Mississippi child’s life for-
ever, please visit our website at www.
SCSCY.org/TherapeuticFosterCare, or 
call 601-354-0983.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Kelsey Neeley is 
a licensed master social worker who 
serves as division director of thera-
peutic foster care and adoption for 
Southern Christian Services for Chil-
dren and Youth, Inc.

Community encouraged to learn more about foster care during National Foster Care Month 
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outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the generator 
with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.
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