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Prepare for power outages 
with a Generac

home standby generator 

By Bob Arnold      

Michael Stogner, a Wesson police 
officer since December 2007, has 
become the town's Police Chief 
following the resignation of Chad 
O'Quinn.

O'Quinn, Wesson Police Chief since 
2008, is moving to the private sector 
to work for O'Quinn Trucking, a local 
long-haul cross-country transport 
company with refrigeration vehicles 
operated by his mother and father, 
Daniel and Shirley O'Quinn.

Stogner, a Natchez native, has 
worked in law enforcement since 2001, 
starting his career with the Hazlehurst 
Police Department.  A graduate of 
Wilkinson County Christian Academy, 
Woodville, Mississippi, he worked in 
a variety of private sector positions 
before joining the staff at the Copiah 
County jail.  He became a Wesson 
police officer in December 2007 and 
also served the Copiah County Sheriff's 
Office and Co-Lin police force.  He 
and his wife Misty have two children 
-- Laila and Zachery. 

The former Police Chief started his 
law enforcement career in 1999 when he 
was 23 years old as a shift sergeant and 
deputy at the Lincoln County Sheriff's 
Office after previously working briefly 
for his family's trucking company.

By Bob Arnold      

Wesson Aldermen, along with 
Mayor Alton Shaw and the town's 
Public Works Director, Police 
chief and City clerk attended the 
Mississippi Municipal League 
(MML) 90th Annual Conference at 
the Mississippi Coast Coliseum & 
Convention Center in Biloxi. 

This year, the League celebrated 
90 years of service to Mississippi’s 
cities and towns and welcomed 
many newly elected officials 
attending the conference for the 
first time.  Seventy-three education 
sessions were presented on various 
topics, including state law updates, 
grant writing, community health 
initiatives, municipal liability 
issues, community and economic 
development, smart city technology, 
disaster recovery, and water and 
sewer issues.   

Wesson News      

Brock Campbell is new Wesson Court Prosecutor.
Mayor Alton Shaw presented Campbell's resume 

to the town's Board of Aldermen, who approved the 
hiring of the new Court Prosecutor at $500 per month 
at their July meeting.  At the meeting, Aldermen also 
re-appointed.

•  Mayor Pro Tempore Billy Ellison
 
•  City Clerk/Court Clerk Angela Hester

•  Public Works Director Brad Turner

•  Police Chief Chad O’Quinn, who resigned at the 
August meeting and was replaced by Michael 
Stogner (see story on pp 1 & 2)

•  Municipal Judge and City Attorney Jeff Varas

In other actions in July in August, the Aldermen 
agreed to:

•  Send Wesson Police Officer Brandon Williams to attend 
a criminal investigation class from July to October; 

•  Send Municipal Clerk Angela Hester to the September 
22-24 Mississippi Court Clerks Association Conference 
at Philadelphia, Mississippi, for a comprehensive 
review of new state laws related to the service of 
Clerks;

•  Raise the pay of newly trained police officers from $11 
per hour to $13 per hour and to increase pay for part-
time Officer Arnett to $12 per hour from $11 per hour; 

•  Install a stop sign on Church Street coming out of the 
municipal park to improve safety;

•  Study private alternatives pickup of garbage and limbs 
currently done by Waste Management under contract 
with Copiah County; 

•  Forward the 2021-22 Town budget without a millage 
hike and tax increase to the September meeting for 
final review and approval.

Mayor Shaw was a voting delegate 
at the event, and Alderman Billy 
Ellison was First Alternate voting 
delegate representing Wesson.

“The MML Annual Conference 
allows municipal elected officials 
from across the state to participate 
in education sessions taught by 
subject matter experts on topics 
critical to the operation of municipal 
government," 2020-21 MML 
President Billy Hewes, also Mayor 
of Gulport, said.  "We also have the 
opportunity to network and share 
ideas with each other, which was 
especially critical after most events 
and trainings were cancelled last 
year due to COVID-19."

Wesson Town Clerk Angela 
Hester graduated from the Certified 
Municipal Clerk program at the 
event.  The three-year program 
is sponsored by the Center for 

Stogner  named new 
Wesson Police Chief

Wesson officials attend MML conference

New town prosecutor appointed 

Special to Wesson News

Michael Stogner, new Police Chief. 

Special to Wesson News

Wesson Town Clerk Angela Hester 
(center) earned the Certified Municipal 
Clerk designation upon graduating from 
the program at the Mississippi Municipal 
League conference in Biloxi.  Pictured 
with her are Jason Camp, Extension 
Specialist of the Center for Government 
and Community Development (left) 
and Jo Ann Robbins, president of 
the Mississippi Municipal Clerk’s and 
Collectors Association.

cont. on page 12

cont. on page 3
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Wesson Garden Club announces honor yards for July

Special to Wesson News

Wesson Baptist Church.

Special to Wesson News

Jones property.

Special to Wesson News

Durbin property.

In August, Wesson Garden Club 
recognized landscaping efforts in three 
categories, honoring Phillip and Denise 
Durbin at 2049 E. Railroad Street (town 
residential), Jason and Mandy Jones at 
1046 A.D. Whitt Drive (rural residential) and 
Wesson Baptist Church at 2083 Highway 
51 (organizational). The awards, based 
on maintenance principles and elements 
of landscape design, seek to encourage 
ongoing beautification and cleanliness of 
the Wesson area and cultivate a citizenry 
that values and protects natural resources 
and assumes responsibility for enhancing 
the environment.  The Garden Club's Yard 
of the Month awards honor landscapes 
during the spring, summer and fall. 
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• Honoring ALL policies and arrangements made and 
written by any other funeral service provider
• Most Experienced Staff  to serve your family
• Most Spacious Facility offered in our area
• Best Priced and Most Thoughtfully arranged services
• Offering the most affordable pricing on 
Pre-Arrangements or Time of  Need Services
• Also offering Monuments and Markers for all 
Cemeteries for any budget

Serving your family with Christian values

601-833-6680
76 US-51, Brookhaven  www.riverwoodfamily.com

Wesson officials 
attend MML conference
Government and Community 
Development and the Mississippi 
Municipal Clerks and Collectors 
Association and accredited by 
the International Institute of 
Municipal Clerks. Mississippi 
State University Extension Service 
developed and conducts it for 
municipal clerks, tax collectors 
and their deputies, covering 30 
topics that encompass purchasing, 
personnel management, municipal 
law and ethics of openness in 
government.  Participants earn 
their certification after successfully 
completing topical assessments.

“Municipal clerks play an 
essential role in local governments 
and communities in the state,” said 
Jason Camp, an instructor with the 
Extension Center for Government 
and Community Development. 
“Their positions require a wide 
range of expertise in local, state 
and federal laws. Graduates of this 
program are better prepared for the 
complex nature of their job.”

Altogether, the MML conference 

drew an estimated 2,500 
municipal elected officials, 
municipal employees, state 
agency representatives, legislators, 
exhibitors and others.  State 
and federal agencies provided 
speakers for the educational 
sessions, including the Attorney 
General’s office, State Auditor’s 
office, Mississippi Development 
Authority, Mississippi Planning and 
Development Districts and MDEQ, 
among others.  

The mission of the Mississippi 
Municipal League is helping 
cities and towns excel. MML 
is a non-partisan association 
established in 1931, representing 
289 city, town and village 
governments in Mississippi. 
MML is also affiliated with the 
National League of Cities, a 
lobbying, legislative and legal 
arm representing municipalities 
before the U.S. Congress. 

For more information about the 
Mississippi Municipal League, visit 
www.mmlonline.com. 

cont. from page 1

By Guest Columnist Dr. Stephanie Duguid

September is Thyroid Cancer 
Awareness Month.  With all of the 
medical advances and treatments, 
it is hard to believe that thyroid 
cancer is one of the few cancers that 
is actually on the rise in the United 
States.  The American Cancer 
Society’s most recent estimates for 
thyroid cancer in the United States 
for 2021 are about 44,280 new 
cases, including 12,150 men and 
32,130 women. About 1,050 men 
and  1,150 women (2,200 total) 
will die of thyroid cancer in 2021.  

The thyroid is a butterfly shaped 
gland located at the base of your 
neck and just below your Adam’s 
apple that produces hormones that 
regulate the metabolism.  Cancer 
results when normal cells in the 
thyroid begin to divide out of 
control to form tumors.  

According to the 
Thyroid Cancer 
Survivors Association 
(thyca.org), thyroid 
cancer occurs in all 
age groups and is now 
the fifth most common 
cancer in women.  

Some risk factors include family 
history, female gender, being over 
40 years old, and prior radiation 
exposure.  There are several types 
of thyroid cancer with papillary 
being the most common at 80%.  

Most thyroid nodules are benign, 
or not cancerous.  To help find 
nodules, you can do a simple 
Neck Check Self-Exam while 
looking in the mirror.  First, locate 
the thyroid on your neck while 
looking in the mirror (above your 
collarbone, below your Adam’s 
apple).  Tip your head back, and 
take a drink of water and swallow.  
As you swallow, check for any 
bulges or protrusions.  Repeat 
this process several times.  If you 
have any concerns, please see your 
physician. 

Most patients do not experience 
symptoms in the early stages.  
However, as cancer develops, 
you may experience symptoms, 
which can include: 1) difficulty 
swallowing, breathing, or 
speaking, 2) lump in front of the 
neck, 3) hoarseness, 4) swollen 
lymph nodes, and 5) neck or throat 
pain.  

Thyroid cancer is usually 
treatable when detected early.  
There are many treatment options, 
which include surgical removal 
of the cancer tissue, radioactive 

treatment, chemotherapy, or 
medication to suppress the thyroid.  
Please contact your physician 
for any guidance, advice, and 
treatment options if necessary. 

Here are five important things to 
know about thyroid cancer:

1. Thyroid cancer may have no 
symptoms.

2. Small papillary thyroid 
cancer may not require aggressive 
treatment.

3. It may not be thyroid cancer 
– but the biopsy may not give you 
that information.

4. You may not need to go off 
your thyroid hormone replacement 
for a scan.

5. Thyroid cancer patients face an 
increased risk of a second cancer.

While most forms of thyroid 
cancer – especially at Stages I, II 

and III — are highly 
survivable, many 
thyroid cancer patients 
are not told that they 
face an overall 30% 
increased risk of 
developing a second 

primary cancer. That risk is highest 
in the first year after treatment 
for non-melanoma skin cancer, 
prostate cancer, kidney cancer, 
adrenal gland cancer, and non-
Hodgkin’s lymphoma.

Over time, there are also elevated 
risks of cancers located in the:

•  salivary gland
•  pharynx
•  stomach
•  small intestine
•  colon
•  rectum
•  bone
•  soft tissue 
•  female breast
•  brain
•  blood
•  parathyroid gland

Perform your self-check today!  
If you have any concerns, be 
sure to meet with your physician.  
Here’s to your health!

EDITOR'S NOTE:  Stephanie 
Duguid is Dean of Academic 
Instruction at Co-Lin.  She is also 
an athletic trainer and nutrition 
specialist and has been teaching 
courses related to those two areas 
as well as practicing what she 
preaches for more than twenty 
years.

September is thyroid 
cancer awareness month

http://www.riverwoodfamily.com


4 September 14, 2021Wesson News

$25
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&
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By Guest Columnist R. Shaw Furlow

  Recently I was asked to address the Phi 
Theta Kappa chapter at Co-Lin about the value 
of the arts. Now, this is something I know a little 
about.  I agreed, but fear set in instantly  Now, 
I’ve spoken to service clubs and groups.  My 
whole life has been in front of an audience (I 
was a classroom teacher for years after all) and 
I’ve spoken to PTK twice before.  But I worked 
at Co-Lin then and knew many of the members.  
They knew what they were going to hear.  But 
this time was different. I knew one young lady, 
the one who invited me to speak, and for some 
reason I mildly freaked out.
 The day came, I found my room and, after a few pleasantries 
and a blushing introduction, I launched into my SHAWTALK.  
In a way, it hardly made sense to me to even have to talk about 
the value of the arts.  After all, every one of us is affected by 
them.  That was probably the basis of my fear.  Here's what I told 
my audience:
 Research tells us there are two sides of the brain that dictate a 
lot of how we act and learn. For right-brained like me, the arts 
are the key to learning.  We’ve all seen the puzzles online that 
warn only left brain people can solve them. I have found that 
most times they are right. I work the puzzles and long before I 
solve them, I’m bored and move on.  Some of us can read a man-
ual or instruction sheet like a pro.  Not me.  I look at the picture 
of the finished product, and spend twice as much time on the 
project as I should.  Art is a tool for teachers to help learners like 
me.  
 Enough science.  Let’s look at the economic impact of the arts 
in Mississippi. Start with your library. Every book was written 
by an artist.  Between the Lions, documentaries, Mississippi Out-
doors and, of course, Sesame Street are all shows that involve 
writers, actors, directors and technicians.  Museums in Missis-
sippi provide many jobs as well as opportunities for volunteers.  
Every piece of music to which we listen has an artist, a compos-
er, a producer and an engineer. All considered arts professions.  
In Mississippi, there are over 15,000 people working in the arts. 
Interior designers, event planners, art teachers, 
music teachers, photographers.  All work in the 
arts.  Web designers and game inventors are hot 
right now.
 Art also records our present for the future 
generations. Our words, dance steps, visual art 
and music tell our stories to future generations.  
 “Art washes away from the soul the dust of 
everyday life,” Pablo Picasso said.  Most im-
portantly, art is about our soul.  Not the one that 
leads to Heaven or Hell, but the one that we 
walk around on earth -- what we face every day.  

 Art encourages creative thinking, enhances problem-solving 
skills, boosts self-esteem and provides a sense of accomplish-
ment. How many of us play a guitar or sit down at the piano, or 
put “your jams” on, pick up a book or a paint brush at the end of 
a long day? Good or bad. A lot of us do.
 Why do we do that?  It washes away from the soul the dust of 
everyday life.  We may not realize that’s what is going on, but it 
is.
 The role of the arts informed by brain research, their boost to 

the economy, that they preserve and advance 
history and culture are all important.  But I per-
sonally need the arts  "to wash away the dust of 
everyday life from the soul.”
 Support the arts, my friends.

EDITOR'S NOTE:  Shaw Furlow is a local 
composer, musician and arts promoter.  He pro-
duces an internet-based video show -- From the 
Shadyside -- that spotlights area musical talent 
and is a consultant to school bands in the re-
gion. 

Wesson News

Washing away everyday dust

http://www.youravon.com/juliaarnold
http://www.milltownmallms.com/
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207 South Railroad Avenue Brookhaven, MS 39601

601-833-1456
www.lplcpas.com

Patrick E. Lowery, CPA
Sharon E. Payn, CPA
Stacy B. Leggett, CPA

Lowery, Payn and Leggett, CPA’s strives to 
ensure our clients accomplish their �nancial 

goals by providing the highest quality 
accounting, tax, audit and consulting services.

BANKRUPTCY

Richard R. Grindstaff
Attorney At Law

WE ARE A DEBT RELIEF AGENCY, WE HELP PEOPLE FILE
FOR BANKRUPTCY RELIEF UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE

840 E. River Place Ste 605
Jackson MS  39202

601-346-6443

512 Schwem Ave
Brookhaven, MS

601-684-1798

CHAPTER 13
DEBT CONSOLIDATION

$197 +  court cost
             gets it filed

CHAPTER 7
DEBT ELIMINATION

$572 +  court cost
             uncontested

POW Day ceremony 
honors Luther Stevens

By Bob Arnold      

A military couple from the Wesson area held in prisoner of war 
camps during World War II will be honored with the placing of a 
memorial plaque commemorating their armed forces service and POW 
incarceration on their graves at Wesson Cemetery in a special ceremony 
this Friday.

The ceremony at the grave sites of Brigadier-General Luther Rea 
Stevens and his wife Lula Turnbow Stevens will highlight National 
POW/MIA Day on September 17 in Wesson.  Local, state and national 
dignitaries are expected to be present at Wesson Cemetery throughout 
Friday morning.

Over four years, Cathy Stroud of Wesson, who oversees Socks for 
Heroes, a local charity that seeks to meet needs of veterans in care 
facilities throughout the region, spearheaded efforts with visits to dozens 
of people and organizations to raise monies for a marker at the Stevens 
grave.   She also spurred  the production of a special video distributed 
nationally by Wreaths Across America (WAA) that spotlighted Wesson 
cemetery and her efforts to properly honor the Stevens.  WAA coordinates 
the laying of wreaths on the graves of veterans during the Christmas 
season at 2,100 the cemeteries throughout the U.S.  

Brigadier-General Stevens was born on July 4, 1888. He served 
as Commander of the Mindanao & Sula District in the Philippine 
Constabulary from 1924-27 and 1929, Superintendent of the Philippine 
Constabulary Academy during 1927 and Commanding General of the 
91st Philippine Division in 1941 and 1942.  He was a Prisoner of War 
from 1942-45 at the Hotten POW Camp in China.  The General's wife, 
the former Lula Turnbow born in 1895 at Bogue Chito, was POW from 
1943-45 at Santo Tomas in the Philippines. General Stevens was the 
son of the Mr. and Mrs. J.J. Stevens of Wesson, and his wife, was the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. George W. Turnbow of Brookhaven.  The 
Stevens died on Feb. 7, 1973, in a traffic accident at Saint Petersburg, 
Florida.

POW/MIA Recognition Day, established in 1979 by the President and 
Congress after families of more than 2,500 Vietnam War POW/MIA 
pushed for full accountability, is commemorated on the third Friday 
of every September, a date that's not associated with any particular 
war  to ensure that America remembers and shows that it stands behind 
those who serve, and to make sure the Nation does everything it can to 
account for those who have never returned.

The remains of almost 82,000 Americans are still missing, according 
to the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) -- 73,515 from 
World War II, 7,841 from the Korean War, 1,626 from Vietnam, 126 
from the Cold War and 6 from conflicts since 1991.  The DPAA says 
about 75 percent of those missing Americans are somewhere in the 
Asia-Pacific,  more than 41,000 presumed lost at sea. Efforts to find 
those men, identify them and bring them home are constant. 

Wesson News

http://lplcpas.com
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Wesson Garden Club 
partners with Co-Lin

WGC kicks off new year

Special to Wesson News      

As part of the Wesson Garden Club’s (WGC) Community 
Outreach program, it has started a partnership with Co-Lin.  

The college and the garden club will work together on several 
projects throughout the coming year.  

In July,  WGC assisted Jacob Prisock, CLCC’s landscaper, in 
placing new plants in front of the Fortenberry Building adjacent 
to the football field.  Members of WGC alongside Co-Lin staff 
members planted 154 shrubs and perennials, transforming the 
front of the Fortenberry Building into a beautiful landscape.

The partnership is off to a great start, the Garden Club affirms, 
and WGC is looking forward to a long and continuing relationship 
with Co-Lin.  WGC appreciates the work of those who have shaped 
the collaborative event.

Wesson Garden Club is a member of the Garden Clubs of 
Mississippi, Inc. and The National Garden Clubs, Inc.

Special to Wesson News      

The Wesson Garden Club (WGC) kicked off its 2021-2022 year 
last mongh at the American Legion Hall #79.  

WGC President Dixie Thornton presented an overview of the 
summer’s events and activities, including National Garden Week,  
the Butterbeans Lanoux Youth Camp, and a Community Outreach 
Project with Co-Lin.  Thornton also reported the club:

•  Conducted  its Annual Fall “MUM” Sale through the September 
7 order deadline, and the traditional fall flowers will by available 
for pickup at the Wesson City Park Pavilion on September 30, 
2021 between 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

•  Will host the Natchez Trace District Fall Workshop on October 
5 at the Copiah Lincoln Community College Thames Center.

  
WGC members Jennifer Peets and Lisa Smith, who inspired 

formation of  Butterbeans Youth Gardeners in 2018, talked about 
working with young people and their dedication to teaching and 
exposing the love of gardening and protecting the environment to 
them.  They presented a slide show that highlighted Butterbeans 
activities and discussed upcoming events and activities planned 
for the youth gardeners this year.

Attending the meeting were members Marilyn Britt, Sonya 
Cowen, Robin Furr, Debbie Hoaglin, Rhonda Ishee, Denise 
Jackson, Camille Johnston, JoAnn Miller, June Owens, Pam 
Owens, Jennifer Peets, Joy Phillips, Jean Ricks, Debbie Smith, 
Lisa Smith, Nikki Smith, Dixie Thornton, and Joy Wesbrooks; 
guests Sherri Carty, Pam McLemore, and Meghan Shepherd, 
who were welcomed as new members.  Hostesses were Executive 
Committee members Dixie Thornton, Denise Jackson, Pam Owens, 
June Owens, Jean Ricks, Debbie Hoaglin and Debbie Smith.

WGC is a member of The Garden Clubs of Mississippi, Inc. and 
The National Garden Clubs, Inc.

Special to Wesson News

Wesson Garden Club and Co-Lin have begun partnering on various community 
projects. In front row (left to right) are Garden Club members Ramona Smith, 
Jo Ann Miller, Nancy Sullivan and Alana Hughes; Co-Lin President, Jane Hulon 
Sims, WGC members Dixie Thornton, Debbie Smith, Debbie Hoaglin, Jennifer 
Peets and Pam Owens; and in back row (left to right) are Brent Duguid, Co-Lin 
Dean of Career and Technical Education; Drew Hulon, Co-Lin landscaper, and 
Jacob Prisock. (Not pictured Braden Prisock) 

Special to Wesson News

New Wesson Garden Club members (left to right) are Sherri Carty, Meghan 
Shepherd and Pam McLemore.

http://www.wessonacehardware.com
https://www.facebook.com/skeetburgers/
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Sports Bar & Restaurant 

We Have Reopened
At Our New Brookhaven Downtown Location

Steaks & BBQ Specials
Tuesday-Saturday

Live Music Friday & Saturday
3 p.m.-9 p.m.

218 S. Whitworth Avenue, Brookhaven  601-990-2366

SHOP ‘N WASH
510 Main Street • Wesson

601-643-5676 • Open Everyday

HUNT
BROTHERS

PIZZA
Whole or By the Hunk

Takeout Food & Groceries
  Monday - Saturday  4 a.m.- 9 p.m.  Sunday 4 a.m.- 6 p.m.

CHICKEN ON
A STICK • SWEET TEA •

WESSON AREA
DINING GUIDE

To advertise your restaurant in our 
dining guide, call Bob Arnold at 

601-990-3003 ext. 700 

Southern Cooking with a Flair
The old Wesson Porches menu in a new ambiance at Hazlehurst

Lunch
Wednesday-Friday

11 a.m.-2 p.m.

Dinner
Thursday

5:30 p.m.-8 p.m.

Friday & Saturday
5:30 p.m.-9 p.m.

Brunch
Sunday

11 a.m.-2 p.m

Le Soul. 101 West Gallatin Street Hazlehurst, Mississippi 39083 601-623-9091

https://www.facebook.com/MagnoliaBluesBbqCompany/
https://www.facebook.com/ShopNWashWesson/?rf=1633548846892992
https://www.facebook.com/ShopNWashWesson/?rf=1633548846892992
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Kid person manages public library
By Bob Arnold

 Around Wesson, people know 
Ann Clark as a kid person, and 
they can't think of a better per-
son to manage the town's public 
library.

 Over the past eight years at the 
library, where she has been re-
sponsible for its programs, put-
ting books into its system and 
helping meet the information 
needs of its users, Clark's forte 
has been working with the chil-
dren the library serves.  That goes, 
too, for the children that are still 
in adults of any age.  Whether it's 
making computers user-friendly 
for them or connecting then to 
the right book or print medium, 
Clark's kid skills -- empathetic 
listening and              patience 
-- make the difference at Wesson 
Public Library.

 Born and raised in Wesson, 
Clark grew up with two broth-
ers and a sister in the town, 
where she recalls riding a bike 
and swimming in 
a nearby lake.  In 
1978, she gradu-
ated from Wesson 
High School when 
it was based at Co-
Lin prior to the 
opening of Wesson Attendance 
Center.  While working at an 
auto parts store in Brookhaven, 
she met and married Mike Clark, 
who is now a foreman at West-
lake Chemical Corporation in 
Hazlehurst.

 Clark discovered her kid skills 
rearing two children of her own, 
now grown -- Jennifer, who 
drives a school bus, and Joe, 

who works for a company that 
lays underground pipes for fi-
ber optics.  So she started a day 
care center at her house, where 
she could be with her children 
and help other parents with their 
childcare needs.  

 "I wanted to be with kids," she 
explains simply.  And so it has 
been since.

 She ended her day care busi-
ness in the early 1990s after 
eight years to go to work at Wes-
son Elementary School for five 
years as a teacher assistant, and 
then joined Precious Moments 
Day Care in Center in 1996 as 
director and a specialist in teach-
ing four-year-olds and providing 
infant care.

 Clark's next stop was Wes-
son Public Library.   "I am the 
library," Clark affirms, but cred-
its Friends of the Library (FOL) 
members with providing much 
needed help to do her job, sin-
gling out Pat McCreary, FOL 
chairperson; Marilyn Britt, Jack-

ie Coons, Annie Ruth Welter, 
Violet Correles, Sonya Cowen, 
Wesson Mayor Alton Shaw and 
Mildred Twiner.

What are your hobbies?

I enjoy sewing. I make all 
kinds of clothes for infants and 
decorative items.  During the 
pandemic, I have made masks.  

I also try to find time for being 
with my seven grandkids, ages 

5, 6, 7, 10, 13, 15 
and 18.  For thir-
ty years, I taught 
Sunday School at 
Zion Hill Baptist 
Church.

As a librarian, are you a reader?  

Oh yes.  Mysteries.

Are you into music?

Not really.  At church, I am 
known for making a joyful noise.

Do you enjoy movies or theater?   

I enjoy television movies, par-
ticularly mysteries.

What would you do with lottery 
winnings if you were so lucky?                                                                             

I would retire to focus on sew-
ing and travel, which I never get 
to do very much.  I have fond 
memories of travelling in Yel-
lowstone Park, and would like to 
return there one day.

How would you change the world?                                                                                                                         

By and large, I would leave 
that to others, but helping chil-
dren would be a priority and get-
ting rid of this pandemic once 
and for all!

Special to Wesson News

https://www.facebook.com/Southern-Welding-Supply-INC-277719545610810/
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Dave Pace
Kevin Laird

TOP QUALITY MEMORIALS
When It's Permanent, Trust the Professionals

Check out our HUGE selection
Remember the people you love

with a top quality memorial from Brookhaven Monument Company.
Springtime means new inventory arriving weekly

Your FIRST Choice for Over 70 Years

Artist of the Month

Special to Wesson News

Brookhaven Regional Arts Guild (BRAG) members have chosen Gloria M. 
Sweatman as their July Artist of the Month for Little Sassy!!, a 8-inch x 19-
inch prismacolor pencil on Canson paper.  Each month, BRAG members 
submit artwork based on which their fellow members choose the Artist of the 
Month.  Member voting is on the 27th of each month from 8 a.m.- 10 p.m., 
and BRAG announces the chosen artists on the 28th of each month.  BRAG 
is an offshoot of Brookhaven Trust organized in the early 1990s to save and 
restore Mary Jane Lampton Auditorium, now part of the Mississippi School 
of the Arts on the former historic Whitworth College Campus.  The Trust's 
Fine Arts Committee, tasked to preserve the arts in Brookhaven and help 
revitalize its arts community through exhibitions, art talks and competitions, 
evolved into BRAG after a group of area women started meeting on a regular 
basis to create works.  BRAG first met in January 2014.  Contact BRAG at 
813 Highway 51 N, Brookhaven, MS 39601-2079 or visit BRAGarts.com.

Wesson News

Banking customers 
learn new technology

By Bob Arnold      

Wesson banking customers learned about a new technology to help them 
with their transactions last month at Trustmark's Spring Street location.

With the help of the Wesson Chamber of Commerce, Trustmark introduced 
myTeller Interactive Teller Machine (ITM).  Installed just outside the 
entrance to the bank, myTeller allows customers to experience face-to-face 
interactions with a Trustmark teller through audio/video delivery in a safe 
and convenient way. 

Customers can deposit checks, make withdrawals, transfers or loan 
payments, and even cash checks to the penny.  The new technology 
functions as a traditional ATM for convenient 24/7 banking, with same 
day credit for most deposits made by 9 p.m. on weeknights, while offering 
extended banking hours Monday - Friday, 7 a.m. – 7 p.m. and Saturday, 9 
a.m. – 12 p.m.    

“We are proud to offer the myTeller machine at our Wesson location,” 
said Mark Lewis, Trustmark Regional President. “Customers are enjoying 
the convenience of banking with extended hours, and the safe, contactless 
interaction with our associates.”

 The Wesson Chamber of Commerce joined Trustmark in a ribbon 
cutting to showcase the new myTeller located at 1027 Spring Street.  Bank 
customers also got one-on-one myTeller lessons and walked away with 
special treats.

Trustmark Corporation is a diversified financial services company 
headquartered in Jackson, Mississippi, with 180 locations in Alabama, 
Florida, Mississippi, Tennessee and Texas.  Trustmark provides banking, 
wealth management and insurance solutions through its subsidiaries, 
including Trustmark National Bank, Trustmark Investment Advisors, Inc., 
and Fisher Brown Bottrell Insurance, Inc.  Visit trustmark.com for more 
information.

For more information, contact Layla Essary at 601-208-2533 or lessary@
trustmark.com.

https://www.brookhavenmonument.com/


10 September 14, 2021Wesson News

Special to Wesson News

With more than 20 years of collegiate coaching experience, Robert McFarland is 
rejoining the Co-Lin coaching staff following a tenure as Louisiana Tech's offensive line 
coach for six seasons.  He served as the offensive line coach for Co-Lin's Coach Glenn 
Davis for three seasons (2012-2014).

During his six seasons at LA Tech, McFarland coached nine All-Conference USA 
selections (first or second team) including Kody Russey, Ethan Reed, O'Shea 
Dugas, Darrell Brown, Joseph Brunson and Jens Danielsen.  During this time, 
the LT o-line paved the way for four different 1,000-yard rushers and protected 
quarterbacks like Jeff Driskel (2015 C-USA Newcomer of the Year), Ryan 
Higgins (2016 C-USA Most Valuable Player), J'Mar Smith (2019 C-USA 
Offensive Player of the Year) and Luke Anthony (2020 C-USA Newcomer 
of the Year.

The Bulldogs produced a winning record in five seasons and were victorious 
in five bowl games with McFarland on staff, including a 2019 season that 
produced 10 wins for the first time since 1984. The 10th LT victory came in the 
2019 Walk On's Independence Bowl in which the Bulldogs shut out the Miami 
Hurricanes, 14-0, in Shreveport.  It was the first shutout in Independence Bowl 
history and the only shutout of the 2019 bowl season.

During his time at Co-Lin, McFarland served as offensive coordinator 
and offensive line coach for a prolific offense that reached the Mississippi 
Association of Community College Conference (MACCC) championship 
game behind a 62 percent passing rate with over 3,000 yards passing with 22 
touchdowns and seven interceptions by a sophomore quarterback.

In 2012, Co-Lin quarterback Chandler Rogers passed for 3,164 yards and 30 
touchdowns in 12 games.  In 2013, freshman quarterback Daniel Fitzwater posted 2,684 
yards passing with 19 touchdowns in nine games.

McFarland has a long list of achievements and former players who competed in the 
National Football League. He served as offensive line coach for the United Football 
League's (UFL) Sacramento Mountain Lions (2011) under head coach Dennis Green 
and the Florida Tuskers (2010) as the run game coordinator/tight end coach under head 
coach Jay Gruden.  The Tuskers led the UFL in rushing and produced the league's 
leading rusher.

He spent 2007-2008 as the offensive coordinator/offensive line coach for Iowa State 
University under then head coach Gene Chizik. He successfully rebuilt the Cyclone 

Special to Wesson News

After a shortened six-game South Division only schedule turned into a three-game 
season in 2020 due to the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, the Co-Lin Wolves are 
looking forward to getting back to normal during the 2021 season. 

After going 2-1 in the three-game stretch of 2020, the Wolves will have a full nine-
game schedule for this upcoming season, including games against both North and 
South Division opponents in the Mississippi Association of Community College 
Conference (MACCC). 

Head coach Glenn Davis is in his 18th season leading the Wolves, extending his 
time as the longest-serving head coach in both Co-Lin history and the MACCC. 
Coach Davis is optimistic about season. but knows that his team still faces a variety 
of challenges.

“Every year we feel like we should be able to compete for the South 
Division title and try to get ourselves into position to be in the state 
championship game,” says Davis. “We are hoping to be able to play 
all of our games this season, but it is tough in the wake of the ongoing 
pandemic. We have several of our guys that have been vaccinated 
and we continue to tell our guys that the more games we play,  then 
the more film those players will have for recruiting purposes.”

Wolf Pack fans will hear several familiar names this season, as 
many players have returned from the 2020 team, including a slew of 
sophomores for a third year due to not losing eligibility from last season. Coach 
Davis believes that the amount of experience and depth his team has will help 
propel it to success in the upcoming season.

“From a leadership standpoint, it is a really big boost for our team because those 
guys have been through the grind for two seasons and they know what we as a 
staff are expecting out of the team,” says Davis. “You can also see their maturity 
out on the field during practices when they are talking to teammates about certain 
things, and their maturity also helps in their on-the-field play during games.

“Offensive line wise, I think Jalen Armstrong (Calhoun City) will be big for us.  
This will be his third season with us, and he turned down an offer to stay with us and 
we are excited to have him back. Paul Hargrave (Natchez) is another player that we 
expect big things for this season. He took a redshirt his first season with us and then 
started last year. Having that experience in the quarterback position is invaluable 

offensive line from scratch in 2007 and coordinated an offense that set several school 
and career records.  In 2008, the Cyclone offense set a school record in passing yards per 
game, second all-time total passing yards, fifth all-time in total offense per game, sixth in 
total yards, and seventh in scoring. They set season single game school records in three 
categories.  Most impressively, Iowa State cut its sacks allowed from 38 in 2006 to 17 
and 2007, despite having only one returning starter on the offensive line.

Serving as head coach at Stephen F. Austin State University in 2005-2006, the 
Lumberjacks won twice as many conference games than in the previous two years to 

finish tied for second place in its league. In his two years as the Lumberjacks' 
head coach, McFarland coached two All-Americans and 26 All-Southland 
Conference players. In 2005, SFA had the number one  passing offense in the 
Southland Conference and in 2006, the Lumberjacks led the conference in 
total offense, total defense and scoring defense.

McFarland spent the 2004 season at East Carolina as the offensive line 
coach. Prior to that he spent four seasons as the offensive line coach and 
offensive coordinator at the University of Central Florida.  During his stay 
at UCF, McFarland's offensive unit was ranked eleventh in the nation in total 
offense and sixth in the nation in pass offense with more than 436 yards of 
offense and 32 points per game in 2002.

His offensive units produced two 1,000-yard receivers and a 1,000-yard 
rusher in 2002, only the eighth time in NCAA history a team has accomplished 
that feat.

The Knights finished ninth in the nation among I-A teams in passing offense 
in 2001 and was 12th in the nation in passing offense in 2000.  During his stay 
in Orlando, McFarland coached six student-athletes who went on to the NFL.

McFarland was the offensive line coach at Stephen F. Austin from 1991 through the 
1999 season. During his earlier stint with the Lumberjacks, SFA claimed two NCAA 
playoff appearances and the 1999 Southland title. The 'Jacks advanced to the semifinals 
of the I-AA playoffs in 1995. SFA led the league in rushing offense four times with 
McFarland's offensive line leading the way. SFA also set single-season records for rushing 
yards (2,193 yards - 1993) and rushing touchdowns (30 - 1999) while McFarland was a 
Lumberjack assistant. Four of his former offensive linemen also went on to NFL camps.

He has made coaching stops at Kent State under Pete Cordelli, Notre Dame under Lou 
Holtz and Clemson University under Danny Ford. He has coached teams that have made 
appearances in the Citrus Bowl, Gator Bowl and Orange Bowl.

McFarland and his wife, Pam, are the parents of two adult children, Ashley (Micah) 
and Koy. They have two grandchildren, Brooke and Cannan.

because you have a guy that has been through the battles of a season already
“Jalen Campbell (Winona) is a guy on the defensive side of the ball that I could 

see the difference in leadership wise over the summer. I think that has been a 
tremendous improvement for him and it will be a boost for the defense this season.

“Erick Rogers (Shannon) is the leader of our receivers, and he is one of the guys 
that has already put in two seasons for us. Everybody in that group looks to him 
for guidance and advice. Tyquan Henderson (Canton) looked great in the three 
games for us last season and we are really counting on him to continue that this 
season. I think he is one of the better receivers in the league because he has range, 
runs routes well, and makes tremendous catches for our team.

“Dontavius Turner (Magnolia) is another speedster for us that has made some big 
strides over the summer and has gained more confidence in his abilities.  Drexlan 

Allen (Hattiesburg) at running back will be big for us because he is 
a guy that has been in our system and understands our protections. 
He has really taken a strong leadership role for the offense.

“Lamarcus Faulkner (Oxford) on the defensive line is coming 
back from injury, but I have seen signs of him this summer of his 
maturity level increasing and that will be big for us.  Malik Jones 
is a player that started at receiver for us, but we have moved to 
cornerback, and we have seen a great increase in his maturity level 
too.

 “It is nice having, what I thought was the best punter and kicker in the league, 
coming back for us. We have to shore up our long snapping game for him, but 
him being back and getting another year under his belt will make him even more 
important for us.  Having Bryce back for us is extremely important because he is 
a guy that can go out there and punt the ball 40-45 yards anywhere on the field, 
and then he can also be automatic in the kicking game with field goals and extra 
points.”

The Wolves face a tough schedule in the 2021 season, as the team opens 
with back-to-back road trips to Northwest Mississippi Community College and 
Itawamba Community College, and then starting South Division play with a home 
game against Southwest Mississippi Community College.  The 2021 schedule 
also features home games against Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College, 
East Mississippi Community College, and Jones College. 

McFarland rejoins Co-Lin football staff

Wolves experience key to season

Special to Wesson News

MacFarland
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Special to Wesson News

Co-Lin men’s basketball coach David 
Sanders has announced the hiring of 
Reggie Chambers as assistant men’s 
basketball coach.

“Reggie brings a blend of the 
knowledge of the game and the ability 
to connect with today's student athlete 
to our staff,” said Sanders. “He is 
an energetic, sincere coach who 
will instantly give our basketball 
program credibility state and 
nationwide.”  

Chambers played his collegiate 
career at Florida Gulf Coast 
University (2008-10) and 
West Virginia Wesleyan 
(2010-12). While at 
Florida Gulf Coast, 
Chambers was named 
to the all-freshman 
team. In his two years 
at West Virginia 
Wesleyan, he led 
his team to back-
to-back tournament 
a p p e a r a n c e s , 
including the 
school’s first national 
tournament win and a 
22-9 overall record.

After the completion 

of his college career, Chambers played 
two years of professional basketball in 
Uruguay and the Dominican Republic.

Prior to coming to Co-Lin, Chambers 
was an assistant men’s coach at Southwest 
Mississippi Community College. He 
was a graduate assistant at the NCAA 
Division I level at Liberty University 

and Arkansas State University and 
at NCAA Division II Delta State 
University.  Chambers was an 
assistant men’s coach at Barry 
University (NCAA Division II) 
and at Central Wyoming College 
(NJCAA). His experience 

includes recruiting, 
scouting, basketball 

operations and player 
development.

Chambers has 
served as a camp 
counselor at 
numerous camps 
across the country, 
including Dixie 
State Team Camp, 
Matt Harping 
Basketball Camp, 

University of Utah 
Basketball Camp, 

Five Star Basketball 
Camp, and Delta State’s 
Basketball Camp.

Chambers assistant 
men’s basketball coach

Roland Price
110 Market Place
Hazlehurst, MS 39083

MarketplaceMotors.net
601-750-2277

Across from Walmart

Just bring in your last pay stub and your 
down payment and drive out TODAY!

•2015 Chev Silverado 4 door LT, 4x4, Lift kit, Custom 22 inch wheels, Super Sharp
•2014 Audi A4 S-Line Premium Plus, Quattro, Sunroof, Leather, Low Mileage
•2014 Honda Accord Sport, Backup Camera, Power Windows, Mirrors, 35 mpg
•2016 Honda Accord Sport, Black Beauty, Loaded, Super Nice!
•2014  Mercedes C Class 250 Sport sedan, Sunroof, Low miles, Leather, Beautiful
•2012 Chev Traverse LT, 3rd row, Rear A/C, low mileage, leather, dvd
•2011 Ford F150 Supercab, XLT, v8, new tires, lady driven, clean
•2014 GMC Yukon XL, Low Mileage, Leather, Super Nice
•2010 Volkswagen CC Sport, Low Mileage, Like New!
•2013 Mercedes Benz, E-Class, E 350, Sport, 4 Matic, Black, Black Leather interior
•2013 Honda Accord EXL, Sunroof, Leather, Backup Camera, X--tra Nice
•2012 Buick Enclave Premium, Leather, Pano Sunroof, Rear Camera, 3 row seats 
•2015 Kia Optima EX Leather, Rear Camera, Great Gas mileage, Sharp
•2011 Avalon Limited, Sunroof, Leather, Navi, Premium sound, Rear camera, Luxury

SOLD!

SOLD!
SOLD!

2014 BMW X1 XDrive28i AWD

Low mileage, Pano Sunroof, New Tires, Like New!!

LITTLE LOT - BIG SAVINGS

2013 Lexus ES350

Sunroof, Leather, Backup Camera, Heated Seats, Sharp!!

Coughlin Elder Care Law, LLC

Protecting Your Legacy
· Special Needs

· Assets Protection
· Care Coordination
· Medicaid Planning
· Veterans Benefits
· Life Care Planning
· Advanced Planning

· Nursing Home Coordination

 1-888-953-4229     601-982-4444

Today's Plan is
Tomorrow's Legacy.

Let us help protect you
and your loved ones.“The Legal Lady"

Cathy Cronin Coughlin

www.CoughlinElderCareLegacy.com
Free background information available upon request

http://www.MarketplaceMotors.net
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894 Natchez Dr. & 230 N. Jackson St., Brookhaven • 601-833-1441 • www.brookhavenfuneralhome.net

Brookhaven Funeral Home 
Pre-arrangment Special O�er

$2,350.00 o� of original price!
Full Traditional Funeral Services and

your choice of either quality steel or wood casket
Pre -arranging locks in todays price and

ensures your family will know your true wishes

for $6,195.00*
*monthly payments are available

“A Family Serving Families”
As a minister and a father to five daughters,

Lance Moak understands the importance
of family. Lance specializes in helping people
pre-arrange funeral services, taking away the

di�cult task of tough decisions at a most
stressful time from your loved ones. 

To discuss the many options available to you,
contact Lance Moak at  601-384-7290

or Wayne Smith 601-833-1441

"Because a Life Well Lived Deserves a Service Well Planned"
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P.O. Box 1028
Wesson, MS  39191

O'Quinn came to Wesson by way of Brookhaven in 1990, started going to Wesson 
Attendance Center in the ninth grade, and graduated from Wesson High School in 
1993 before serving in the U.S. Army from 1994-1998 as a supply specialist.

In his initial Army stint, O'Quinn served one year at Camp Casey in South Korea 
and two years at Fort Polk, Louisiana.  He went back into active service in the military 
in 2009-2010 as a supply specialist for the Clinton, Mississippi, based National 
Guard 114th Military Police Company at FOB Marez, Mosul Iraq (Operation Iraqi 
Freedom), during Iraqi Enduring Freedom. 

Until his honorable discharge from the National Guard in 2012, O'Quinn's 
law enforcement career evolved simultaneously.  He joined the Wesson Police 
Department in 2002, while continuing to work at the Lincoln County Sheriff's 
Office until 2004 and then moving to the Copiah County Sheriff's Office, where he 
was the canine interdiction officers as a patrol captain enforcing drug laws along 
Interstate 55.  During his Iraqi service, he was on staff at the Copiah County Sheriff's 

Office, reporting to Sheriff Harold Jones, 
while reporting to First Sergeant John Goza 
of Wesson, who had been a Jones opponent in 
local elections for sheriff.

Just before his deployment to Iraq with the 
National Guard, O'Quinn's biological father, 
with whom he was developing a relationship, 
was murdered while working in the Wesson 
pawn shop he owned and operated.  

O'Quinn married his wife Michelle in 1998, 
and they have two grown children -- Deanna 
and Brandon, both Wesson High School 
graduates. O'Quinn has an Associate's Art 
Degree in criminal justice from Co-Lin.  

Stogner named new Wesson Police Chief

Special to Wesson News

Chad O'Quinn resigns as Police Chief.

cont. from page 1

http://www.wessonnews.com
https://www.brookhavenfuneralhome.net/
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To advertise your restaurant in our 
dining guide, call Bob Arnold at 

601-990-3003 ext. 700 

Special to Wesson News

The waning fury of Hurricane Ida, which made landfall as a Category 4 storm at Grand Isle, 
Louisiana, and devastated the state from the coastal areas around Morgan City, Houma and 
New Orleans northward to the Hammond area before becoming a tropical storm, downed a 
massive limb that ripped off part of the roof and the side of this barn in rural Lincoln County, 
Mississippi.  As a tropical storm, however, Ida largely spared the Magnolia State, although 
thousands were left without power for days in southwestern counties, including  Pike, Amite, 
Wilkinson and those in the Pearl River area, where Magnolia Electric and Entergy customers 
were mostly affected.  Power outages were also reported in Hinds County, and smaller ones 
were sprinkled throughout the state.

Special to Wesson News

Local jobless rate drops.   The local employment situation is brighter, 
with Lincoln County boasting a 6.1 percent jobless rate in July -- lower 
than the 6.7 percent state rate and slightly higher than the 5.7 percent 
national rate.  Neighboring counties all had higher unemployment rates:  
Amite (9.3%), Copiah (7.8%), Franklin (8.6 %), Jefferson (19.7%), 
Lawrence (8.1 %), Pike (8.9%) and Walthall (8.6%).  In Lincoln County, 
the labor force had grown to 15,160 -- up 130 from June and from 14,680 
last year, when the unemployment rate was 8.4 percent.  Only 930 people 
are currently looking for work in Lincoln.   

Ballet star teaching at MSA.  Broadway ballet star Jonathan Sharp, 
who grew up in the Brookhaven area, will be an adjunct professor at 
Brookhaven-based Mississippi School of the Arts during the 2021-22 
term, teaching dance and musical theater via Zoom weekly for ten weeks 
and working with MSA students through in-depth residencies this month 
and in February and May.  The American Ballet Theater-certified dancer 
graduated from the National Academy of the Arts, has trained master ballet 
teachers and danced professionally with Boston Ballet, Pennsylvania 
Ballet and the touring stars of American Ballet.  He performed in the 
original Broadway casts of The Red Show, Carousel, The Rocky Horror 
Show Live, The Dance of the Vampires and Fiddler on the Roof; and had 
television roles in Another World, Law and Order and Gilmore Girls.

75 new jobs coming.  AIT Railcar Service, LLC, is expanding at its 
Brookhaven location, taking advantage of the availability of land there to 
begin offering a full range of services and add 75 new jobs over the next 
two years.  At Brookhaven, it currently complements a Bude facility with 
light maintenance activities and quick turn light 
repairs and will move into coatings and heavy 
repair.  The Bude operation encompasses wreck 
repair, wheel and axle repair, cleaning, interior 
lining and painting.

Attendance officers prepare.  At the dawn of a 
new school year, school attendance officers from 
across Mississippi met at Co-Lin last month to 
discuss truancy vs. educational neglect, human 
trafficking and child abuse.  The Mississippi 
Compulsory School Attendance Law requires 
parents or legal guardians to enroll children 
ages 6 to 17 years old in educational programs 
-- public, private or home school.  The state has 
120 attendance officers to make sure this happens. 

I-14 moves forward.  With recent passage of physical infrastructure 
legislation by the U.S. Senate, a new Interstate highway may be moving 
closer to reality in the area.  The bill provides another boost to efforts over 
the past 20 years by the I-14/Gulf Coast Strategic Highway Coalition to 
turn the Highway 84 corridor that runs east-to-west in central Mississippi, 

including Lincoln and neighboring counties, into Interstate 14 that would 
also encompass other states from west Texas through Georgia.  Mississippi 
U.S. Senator Cindy Hyde-Smith said the project would "improve the 
transport of goods, services and people and create opportunities for jobs, 

business development and economic activity."  
Garrick Combs, director of The Economic 
Development Alliance and Brookhaven-Lincoln 
County Chamber of Commerce, added official 
designation of U.S. 84 as future I-14 would 
support local recruiting of new companies and, 
over the long term, create jobs with new road 
construction, but noted building the Interstate is 
not an overnight  project. 

COVID-19 relief drives personal income.  
Driven by COVID-19 relief payments, 
Mississippi personal income increased at a 
higher rate than that in any of the other 50 states.  
Mississippians saw their personal incomes 

grow 89.3 percent during the first quarter of 2021, with the COVID-19 
payments accounting for 85.5 percent of the increase and a rise in worker 
earnings for the balance.  Under the American Rescue Plan Act, taxpayers 
received stimulus checks of $1,400 for themselves and each dependent 
claimed on tax returns.

Jobless, teacher, expansion & interstate

https://www.facebook.com/ShopNWashWesson/?rf=1633548846892992
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Special to Wesson News

Co-Lin CCMA graduates included (left to right) Caitlyn Buchanan of Foxworth; Hannah Wells and Adrienne Cook of Wesson; 
Tracey Lee and Courtney Creel of McComb; Demesha Deer of Bogue Chitto; Kristy Demorest of Hazlehurst; Chelsea Thadison, 
Oracy Hackney, and Nydra Kelly of Brookhaven; Arlena Rogers of Magee; Shawnnae Smith of Mendenhall; and Charles Young 
of Monticello.

Special to Wesson News

The Media Arts Department of Brookhaven-based Mississippi School 
of the Arts is partnering with Christopher Coppola of San Francisco Art 
Institute for a shared collaborative class during Fall 2021.

MSA students will read A Tale of Two Cities this year in English classes 
to prepare for the partnership created to make a modern day story through 
film.

Coppola is currently the head of the film program and a tenured professor 
at the San Francisco Art Institute. As a California Arts Council councilman 
appointed by Governor Jerry Brown, he advocates for arts education 
in public schools and digital media literacy. He also promotes creative 
cultural exchange and art education between China and California. He 
is involved with a Qingdao filmmaking forum. A member of the prolific 
Coppola family, he is in the Screen Actors Guild and recently appeared 

Special to Wesson News

Co-Lin's Workforce Education division has graduated 13 from the 
Certified Clinical Medical Assistant (CCMA) non-credit training 
program. 

Enrollees began the six-month training program in February 
and now have the necessary skills to provide both clinical and 
administrative support to a wide range of healthcare providers.  
As facilities started to seek employees with diverse skill sets, this 
training program has responded to the hiring pattern in the healthcare 
industry. 

A CCMA works alongside doctors and nurses to administer 
medications, obtain laboratory specimens, assist with minor 
procedures, perform electrocardiograms, provide patient education, 
record vital signs, administer injections and execute administrative 
office tasks.

Training topics in the Co-Lin program include, but are not 
limited to, medical terminology, basic pharmacology, nutrition, 
psychology, anatomy and physiology, clinical patient care, infection 
control, testing and laboratory procedures, phlebotomy, patient care 

alongside his brother Nicolas Cage in Southern Fury. He has been a 
member of the Directors Guild of America for 23 years.

President of PlasterCITY Productions Inc., Coppola has been a champion 
of and leader in digital media for over a decade. Since 1987, he has directed 
eleven feature films, numerous television shows and developed and 
produced content for alternative distribution and interactive platforms. 
He has spoken at CES, NAB, SHOWWEST as well as many film festivals 
about the future of digital filmmaking. His production company is creating 
low-budget feature films on which SFAI film students can intern and learn 
by working on set alongside professionals.

In 2006, Coppola created Project Accessible Hollywood (PAH), a non-
profit digital film festival designed to reach the “everyday person.”  PAH 
educates people in the use of digital media while encouraging them to 
express themselves artistically. To date, over sixty digital media festivals, 
called PAH-FESTs, have been held across the U.S. and abroad.

coordination and education, administrative assistant skills, and 
medical law and ethics. 

In addition to classroom curriculum, Co-Lin CCMA students 
are required to participate in scheduled computer lab studies and 
clinical rotations. Once training is successfully completed, students 
are eligible to test for the National Health Career Association CCMA 
National Board exam for licensure.

Anyone interested in future CCMA training classes should start 
the application process by downloading the packet from https://
workforce.colin.edu/ccma or by calling 601.643.8707. A High 
School Diploma or High School Equivalency/GED is required 
for enrollment. Participants must also take the ACT WorkKeys 
Assessment and earn a silver level or greater National Career 
Readiness Certificate. Further requirements are outlined in the 
application packet.

Individuals interested in any of Co-Lin’s career training programs 
should call 601.643.8707 or visit our website at https://workforce.
colin.edu/calendar. ACT WorkKeys Assessments are available at 
all Co-Lin locations with weekly testing available by appointment 
only. Contact the Wesson Campus at 601.643.8707 to register.

MSA partners with filmmaker

13 medical assistant Co-Lin graduates
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BANKRUPTCY

Richard R. Grindstaff
Attorney At Law

CHAPTER 13
DEBT CONSOLIDATION

$200 +  court cost
             gets it filed

WE ARE A DEBT RELIEF AGENCY, WE HELP PEOPLE FILE FOR BANKRUPTCY RELIEF UNDER BANKRUPTCY CODE

840 E. River Place Ste 605
Jackson MS  39202

601-346-6443

512 Schwem Ave
Brookhaven, MS

601-684-1798

CHAPTER 7
DEBT ELIMINATION

$545 +  court cost
             uncontested

Sports Bar & Restaurant 

We Have Reopened
At Our New Brookhaven Downtown Location

Steaks & BBQ Specials
Tuesday-Saturday

Live Music Friday & Saturday
3 p.m.-9 p.m.

218 S. Whitworth Avenue, Brookhaven  601-990-2366

SHOP ‘N WASH
510 Main Street • Wesson

601-643-5676 • Open Everyday

HUNT
BROTHERS

PIZZA
Whole or By the Hunk

Takeout Food & Groceries
  Monday - Saturday  4 a.m.- 9 p.m.  Sunday 4 a.m.- 6 p.m.

CHICKEN ON
A STICK • SWEET TEA •

Floral design program

Special to Wesson News

Wesson Garden Club members (left to right) Debbie Smith, Jean Ricks, Pat 
Young, President, Garden Clubs of Mississippi, Inc., Dixie Thornton, and Lisa 
Smith learned cutting edge floral designs at“Meet Me at the Club,” a Design 
Specialty National Garden Club Flower Show hosted by the Mississippi Flower 
Show Judges’ Council. Wesson Garden Club is a member of the Garden Clubs 
of Mississippi, Inc. and The National Garden Clubs, Inc.

http://richardgrindstaff.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MagnoliaBluesBbqCompany/
https://www.facebook.com/ShopNWashWesson/?rf=1633548846892992
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207 South Railroad Avenue Brookhaven, MS 39601

601-833-1456
www.lplcpas.com

Patrick E. Lowery, CPA
Sharon E. Payn, CPA
Stacy B. Leggett, CPA

Lowery, Payn and Leggett, CPA’s strives to 
ensure our clients accomplish their �nancial 

goals by providing the highest quality 
accounting, tax, audit and consulting services.

https://www.facebook.com/lplcpas/
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Thanks for supporting
our expanded digital issue!

Antiques, Collectibles 
&

Flea Market Items
Something for everyone!

Dave Pace
Kevin Laird

TOP QUALITY MEMORIALS
When It's Permanent, Trust the Professionals

Check out our HUGE selection
Remember the people you love

with a top quality memorial from Brookhaven Monument Company.
Springtime means new inventory arriving weekly

Your FIRST Choice for Over 70 Years

Southern Cooking with a Flair
The old Wesson Porches menu in a new ambiance at Hazlehurst

Lunch
Wednesday-Friday

11 a.m.-2 p.m.

Dinner
Thursday

5:30 p.m.-8 p.m.

Friday & Saturday
5:30 p.m.-9 p.m.

Brunch
Sunday

11 a.m.-2 p.m

Le Soul. 101 West Gallatin Street Hazlehurst, Mississippi 39083 601-623-9091

http://www.milltownmallms.com/
http://www.wessonacehardware.com
https://www.facebook.com/skeetburgers/
https://www.brookhavenmonument.com/
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Roland Price
110 Market Place
Hazlehurst, MS 39083

MarketplaceMotors.net
601-750-2277

Across from Walmart

Just bring in your last pay stub and your 
down payment and drive out TODAY!

•2015 Chev Silverado 4 door LT, 4x4, Lift kit, Custom 22 inch wheels, Super Sharp
•2014 Audi A4 S-Line Premium Plus, Quattro, Sunroof, Leather, Low Mileage
•2014 Honda Accord Sport, Backup Camera, Power Windows, Mirrors, 35 mpg
•2016 Honda Accord Sport, Black Beauty, Loaded, Super Nice!
•2014  Mercedes C Class 250 Sport sedan, Sunroof, Low miles, Leather, Beautiful
•2012 Chev Traverse LT, 3rd row, Rear A/C, low mileage, leather, dvd
•2011 Ford F150 Supercab, XLT, v8, new tires, lady driven, clean
•2014 GMC Yukon XL, Low Mileage, Leather, Super Nice
•2010 Volkswagen CC Sport, Low Mileage, Like New!
•2013 Mercedes Benz, E-Class, E 350, Sport, 4 Matic, Black, Black Leather interior
•2013 Honda Accord EXL, Sunroof, Leather, Backup Camera, X--tra Nice
•2012 Buick Enclave Premium, Leather, Pano Sunroof, Rear Camera, 3 row seats 
•2015 Kia Optima EX Leather, Rear Camera, Great Gas mileage, Sharp
•2011 Avalon Limited, Sunroof, Leather, Navi, Premium sound, Rear camera, Luxury

SOLD!

SOLD!
SOLD!

2014 BMW X1 XDrive28i AWD

Low mileage, Pano Sunroof, New Tires, Like New!!

LITTLE LOT - BIG SAVINGS

2013 Lexus ES350

Sunroof, Leather, Backup Camera, Heated Seats, Sharp!!

• Honoring ALL policies and arrangements made and 
written by any other funeral service provider
• Most Experienced Staff  to serve your family
• Most Spacious Facility offered in our area
• Best Priced and Most Thoughtfully arranged services
• Offering the most affordable pricing on 
Pre-Arrangements or Time of  Need Services
• Also offering Monuments and Markers for all 
Cemeteries for any budget

Serving your family with Christian values

601-833-6680
76 US-51, Brookhaven  www.riverwoodfamily.com

http://www.marketplacemotors.net
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894 Natchez Dr. & 230 N. Jackson St., Brookhaven • 601-833-1441 • www.brookhavenfuneralhome.net

Brookhaven Funeral Home 
Pre-arrangment Special O�er

$2,350.00 o� of original price!
Full Traditional Funeral Services and

your choice of either quality steel or wood casket
Pre -arranging locks in todays price and

ensures your family will know your true wishes

for $6,195.00*
*monthly payments are available

“A Family Serving Families”
As a minister and a father to five daughters,

Lance Moak understands the importance
of family. Lance specializes in helping people
pre-arrange funeral services, taking away the

di�cult task of tough decisions at a most
stressful time from your loved ones. 

To discuss the many options available to you,
contact Lance Moak at  601-384-7290

or Wayne Smith 601-833-1441

"Because a Life Well Lived Deserves a Service Well Planned"

Program gets new construction equipment

Special to Wesson News

Construction Equipment Operation program students (left to right) Gabe of Hazlehurst and Tyler of Brandon with 
instructor Joey Chassion and  Dean of Career-Tech Brent Duguid celebrate state-of-the-art upgrades.

Special to Wesson News

The Construction Equipment Operation 
program on Co-Lin's Wesson Campus has 
received two new pieces of equipment 
valued at more than a half million dollars to 
begin the 2021 academic year. 

The state-of-the-art upgrades include a 
CAT D3 Dozer and a CAT 320 Excavator. 
which have already been delivered, and a 
CAT Motor Grader to be delivered this fall.

“These needed equipment upgrades 
provide an opportunity for our students 
to train on the latest technology, better 
preparing them for the in-demand heavy 
equipment operator jobs in our area,” said 
Brent Duguid, Dean of Career, Technical 
and Workforce Education.

The Construction Equipment Operation 
program is a Career Certificate program 
that trains students with the necessary skills 
to operate heavy equipment and perform 
tasks such as grading, sloping, backfilling, 
clearing, excavating, digging, and more. 
Students who complete the program are 
prepared to test for NCCER credentials.

For more information about this program 
or any of Co-Lin’s Career-Technical 
programs, contact 601-643-8324 or visit 
www.colin.edu.

https://www.brookhavenfuneralhome.net/
https://www.facebook.com/Southern-Welding-Supply-INC-277719545610810/
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